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" And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But
when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep
having no shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, The har-
vest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye there-
fore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers
into his harvest" (Matthew 9:35-38). :




Elder Jerry Womble
1942 - 2023

“WEell done...thou good and faithful servant.”

“But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are ad eep, that ye sorrow not,
even sothema sowhich deepin Jesuswill God bring
with him. For thiswe say unto you by theword of the
Lord, that wewhich aredive, and remain unto the com-
ing of theL ord, shal not prevent themwhich aread eep.
For the Lord himself shall descend from heavenwitha
shout, withthevoiceof thearchangd , and with thetrump
of God: andthedeadin Christ shall risefirst: thenwe
whicharedive, and remain, shal be caught up together
withtheminthecloudsto meet theLordintheair: and
soshall weever bewiththeLord. Wherefore, comfort
oneanother with thesewords’ (I Thessalonians4:13-
18).

Jerry DaleWomble, 81, passed away peacefully on
June 11, 2023, at hishomein San Antonio, TX. He
wasborn January, 27 1942, in Amarillo TX; preceded
indeath by hisparents, Roscoe Carson“Man” and Dora
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LeeWomble, hiswife Jackie Wombl e, and son Kent.

Jerry issurvived by hisdaughters Sherry Womble and
Cindy Buechner; son-in-law, Timothy Buechner; grand-
children, Greg (Mariel) Buechner, ShawnaCorley, Rafe
(Ashley) Corley, Morgan Buechner, Joseph Buechner;
and great-grandchildren, Adam Buechner, Malachi
Buechner, Kayson Corley, Laurel Corley, Kamden
Corley, AtlasCorley and Yorik Buechner.

For most of hislife, Jarry livedinMorse, TX andwasa
very hard-working farmer and rancher. Ashegot ol der,
hetrangtioned to crop adjusting. Healwaysenjoyed his
work and all who heworked with.

Whileworking andraisng hisfamily, hewasasoakind
and caring minister for the Church of God (7th Day).
Asamember of theApostolic Council over theyearshe
represented the church in many capacitiesaswell as
traveling around the United States and to other parts of
theworld. He continued ddlivering sermonsregularly up
until two monthsago.

Hewill begreatly missed by all.

Onewho fought through the heat of day
Not by the sword, which isof man,
But by the sword of the Spirit-strong and grand.

Weknow thissoldier, we hel ped him fight
We prayed together to banishthenight
And light from hispen flowed out 0’ er theworld
Andthebanner of Christ by hiswritingsunfurled.

Good-by to thissoldier, who fought with hispen

Good-by to thissoldier and leader of men.
God knew himinlife. Heknowshimindeath
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Report on June 2023 Apostolic Council M eeting

Wearegrateful and thank God that we had asuccessful Apostolic Council meeting heldin June2023in Dallas Texas.
Everyone had asafe trip to and from the meeting. We had attendees from around the world including Mexico,
Honduras, Panama, Grenada, Canada, and many |ocationsthroughout the United States. One sad item wasthat
brother Jerry Womble (one of the Twelve A postles) wastoo sick to attend the meeting and passed away shortly after
themeeting. Hewill bemissed.

Thanksto all of thosewho sent intithesand offeringsto the Publishing Housein Salem West Virginia, we had agood
year financially. Because of thiswewere ableto alocate money to hel p many of our church locationsthroughout the
world. Someof theareaswewereableto send help towere: Kenya(hel ped expand themedical clinicthere), Nigeria,
Malawi, Congo, Burundi, India (helped with church building), Philippines (hel ped improvethe headquarterschurch
building), Myanmar, and Nicaragua. Wewerea so ableto helplocal churchesinthe United Statesincluding local
church building repairs, sponsoring ayouth retreat in San Antonio, aYoung Adult’ sretreat in Dallas, and aWomen's
mestingin Houston.

We are also planning on conducting an upcoming week long ministerstraining sessionin Salem West Virginiain
November. Hopefully thiswill become an ongoing event to hel p train young minister candidatesto help support the
churchfor future generationsuntil our Lord returns.

Theministerswerewell fed and cared for by the brothersand sistersin Dallasand on Friday special mealswere
provided by the Houston church.

Wehad agreat church service on Sabbath after the meetings. The churchwasfull and wehad agood timewith agreat
Sabbath School serviceled by Pascacio Tavizon and sermon given by Kent Cornwall. Therewerea somany musica
specid presentationsgiven by severd different groups.

Wewould liketo againthank everyonewho
sendsintithesand donationswhich alows '
us to do this good work for the Lord and ,_

keep the publishing and ministry work for i
the church activeand growing. ;

Membersof the Twelve pictured below left
to right: Apostle Errol Noel (Grenada),
ApostleKent Cornwall (Canada), Apostle
Warren Randall Jr. (Florida), Apostle Tim
Buechner (Texas), Apostle Paul HerreraSr.
(Texas), ApostlePascacio Tavizon (Mexico),
and Apostle Ricky Herrera Sr. (Texas).
More picturesfrom meeting pages 18-19.
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BIBLE

Takenfrom Thelnstructor of Truth Part | - If you'd
liketo receiveahard copy of thisbook, send request to
The Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Sa-
lem, WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 20- DANIEL 8 (THE 2300 DAY S)

QUESTION: What did Daniel see when he lifted
up hiseyes?

ANSWER: “Then| lifted up mineeyes, and saw, and,
behold, there stood beforetheriver aramwhich had two
horns: and thetwo hornswere high; but onewashigher
than the other, and the higher cameup last” (Daniel 8:3).

QUESTION: What wastheram doing?

ANSWER: “| saw theram pushing westward, and north-
ward, and southward; so that no beasts (kingdoms) might
stand beforehim, neither wasthere any that could deliver
out of hishand; but he did according to hiswill, and be-
camegreat” (Danid 8:4).

QUESTION: What then did he see?
ANSWER: “And as| was considering, behold, an he
goat came from the west on theface of thewhole earth,

and touched not theground: and the goat had anotable
horn (King Alexander the Greet) between hiseyes’ (Danidl
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8:5).
QUESTION: What did thehe-goat do?

ANSWER: “Andhecametotheramthat had two horns,
which | had seen standing beforetheriver, and ran unto
himinthefury of hispower” (Danidl 8:6).

QUESTION: Because of his choler (anger) what
elsedid hedo?

ANSWER: “And| saw him come close unto theram,
and heasmoved with choler against him, and smotethe
ram, and brake histwo horns: and therewasno power in
theramto stand before him, but he cast him downtothe
ground, and stamped upon him: and therewas nonethat
could deliver theram out of hishand” (Daniel 8:7).

QUESTION: What happened tothehe-goat?

ANSWER: “Thereforethe he goat waxed (grew) very
great” (Danid 8:8firdt part).

QUESTION: What happened tothegreat horn?

ANSWER: *“and when he was strong, the great horn
washbroken” (Daniel 8:8 middlepart).

QUESTION: What cameup initsplace?

ANSWER: “and for it came up four notable onesto-
ward thefour windsof heaven” (Daniel 8:8last part).

NOTE: Thegresat hornthat wasbroken off wasAlexander
the Great the King of Greece. After hisdeath four of his
generals(thefour hornsthat came up) divided hisking-
dom among themsalves.

QUESTION: What cameout of one of them?
ANSWER: “And out of oneof them cameforth alittle
horn, which waxed (grew) exceeding great, toward the
south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land
(Palestineor Isragl)” (Daniel 8:9).

QUESTION: How great did it become?
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ANSWER: “Andit waxed (grew) grest, eventothehhost
of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the
starsto the ground, and stamped upon them” (Daniel
8:10).

QUESTION: Wasthekingreally great, or did he
exalt himself?

ANSWER: “Yea, hemagnified himsdf eventotheprince
of thehogt, and by himthedaily sacrificewastaken away,
, and the place of hissanctuary was cast down” (Daniel
8:11).

QUESTION: What elsedidthislittlehorn do?

ANSWER: “Andanhost wasgiven himagaing thedaily
sacrifice by reason of transgression, andit cast downthe
truth to the ground; and it practiced, and prospered”
(Danie 8:12).

QUESTION: What did hetread down?

ANSWER: “Then | heard one saint speaking, and an-
other saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How
long shdl bethevision concerning thedaily sacrifice, and
thetransgression of desol ation, to give both the sanctuary
and the host to betrodden under foot?” (Daniel 8:13).

QUESTION: How longwould thisbedone?

ANSWER: “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand
and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be
cleansed” (Danid 8:14).

NOTE: Themarginsaysfor days, ‘ Evening and morn-
ing’. Thisisbecausetherewerethe evening and morning
sacrificesat the sanctuary. These wereto betaken away
by thelittle horn power for 2300 evening and morning
sacrificesor 3years, 2 months, and 10 days.

QUESTION: When Danid sought for themeaning
of thevision what happened?

ANSWER: “Andit cameto pass, when |, even| Danid,
had seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then,
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behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a
man” (Daniel 8:15).

QUESTION: Whowassent to Daniel and for what
purpose?

ANSWER: “And | heard aman’s voice between the
banks of Ulai (theriver Ulai), which called, and said,
Gabrid, makethismanto understand thevison” (Daniel
8:16).

QUESTION: How did theangel Gabriel beginthe
inter pretation?

ANSWER: “Sohecamenear wherel stood: and when
hecame, | wasafraid, and fell uponmy face: but hesaid
unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at thetimeof the
endshdl bethevison” (Daniel 8:17).

NOTE: God had given to Gabriel the task of making
Daniel understand thevision, therefore, when Gabriel was
through explaining, Daniel himsalf fully understood. The
expression here, * At thetimeof theend,” doesnot mean
just before the second coming of Christ, but rather at the
time or near the end of the Grecian Empire aswe will
prove.

QUESTION: What would Gabriel make Daniel
know?

ANSWER: “Now ashewas speakingwith me, | wasin
a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he
touched me, and set me upright. And he said, Behold, |
will maketheeknow what shall beinthelast end of the
indignation: for at thetime appointed the end shall be”
(Daniel 8:18-19).

QUESTION: What empiredid theram represent?

ANSWER: “Theramwhichthou sawest havingtwo horns
arethekingsof Mediaand Persa’ (Daniel 8:20).

QUESTION: What empiredid thehe-goat repre-
sent?

ANSWER: “Andtherough goat istheking of Grecia’
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(Danid 8:21 firdt part).
QUESTION: What did thegreat horn represent?

ANSWER: “andthegreat hornthat isbetween hiseyes
isthefirstking” (Danid 8:21 last part).

NOTE: Thisgreat hornrepresented thefirst king of the
Grecian Empire, Alexander the Great. Thiswaswhenthe
empirewasunited.

QUESTION: What happened tothekingdom?

ANSWER: “Now that being broken, whereasfour stood
upfor it, four kingdomsshall stand up out of the nation,
but not in his(Alexander’s) power” (Danidl 8:22).

NOTE: After thedeath of Alexander, hisfour generals,
of hisfour great armies, known asthe northern, southern,
eastern, and western armies, divided the kingdom be-
tween them and ruled over thefour divisions.

QUESTION: How doweknow that, ‘At thetimeof
the end,” meansin the latter times of the divided
kingdom of Grecia?

ANSWER: “ Andinthelatter timeof their kingdom, when
thetransgressorsare cometo thefull” (Danid 8:23first

part).
QUESTION: What would happen at thistime?

ANSWER: “aking of fierce countenance, and under-
standing dark (cruel) sentences (judgments), shall stand
up” (Danid 8:23last part).

QUESTION: What would thiskingdo?

ANSWER: “And hispower shall be mighty, but not by
hisown power: and heshall destroy wonderfully (unmer-
cifully), and shdl prosper, and practice, and shal destroy
themighty and theholy people (Isragl)” (Daniel 8:24).

NOTE: Themighty and holy peoplementioned herewere
thelsraeliteswho were God's chosen people. Theking
towhom thisreferswasAntiochus Epiphanes. Hisname
wasAntiochus, he added thetitle, Epiphanes, himself. It
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meansthe exalted or great one. Thisfulfilled the proph-
ecy of verse11, that hewould magnify himsdf in hisheart.
He subjected the people of Isragl from 168 B.C. to 164.

QUESTION: Against whom did hestand up?

ANSWER: “Andthrough hispolicy also heshall cause
craft (graft and greed) to prosper in hishand; and he shall
magnify himself in hisheart (Epiphanes), and by peace
(the promise of peace) shall destroy many: heshal aso
stand up against the Prince of princes (Jesus Christ)”
(Danid 8:25firgt part).

NOTE: ThePrinceof princesisthelLord Jesus Christ.
All things connected with the sanctuary at Jerusalem rep-
resented the coming saviour to theworld. When Antiochus
had Jerusalem sacked and pillaged, and had thefurniture
of the temple, the gold and the silver taken to his
M acedonian capital, when hedid away with thedaily sac-
rificewhich represented thedying Lamb of God, when he
had animage of the goddess Dianaplaced upontheatar
for the peopleto worship, when he substituted the offer-
ing that wasto be offered from alamb to apig, hewas
standing up against the Prince of princesand defying the
God of heaven.

QUESTION: What would behisend?

ANSWER: “but he shall be broken (cometo hisend)
without hand” (Daniel 8:25|ast part).

NOTE: WhileAntiochuswasin Egypt and had with-
drawn his Jerusalem armiesto hel p him put downthere-
bellion there, Judas Maccabeus and his small army of
patriotic and true | sraelitesmarched on Jerusalem. They
overthrew the Greciansand restored thetempleworship
after 2300 eveningsand morningsof desol ation and des-
ecration. Word reached Antiochusin Egypt of thisupris-
inginJerusalem. Hegave ordersfor the Jerusalem army
toreturnto Jeruslem at oncewith himsdlf inthelead. He
swore that when he arrived there that he would make
Jerusalem the common buria ground of the Jews. Ashe
and hisarmy hastened back to Jerusalem asudden vio-
lent pain besieged himin hisbowels. In desparation he
urged hischarioteer forward with great speed. Oneof the
wheelsof histwowheeled chariot hit ahugerock inthe
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road throwing theimpiouscreatureto theground. Hetill
defied the God of heaven and shaking hisfist up towards
the heavens he urged hismento pick him up and carry
him. They madealitter and beganto carry him. Theim-
pact of thefall had broken open hisbowelsand worms
werebreedinginthem. Ashismen carried himforwardin
thelitter the stench became so bad that hewould be bro-
kenwithout hand. Hethen madethe confession that man
should not congder himsdlf equa with God. Helived how-
ever until thefollowing year anddiedintheyear 163B.C..
(Thelast two noteswere digested from the Book of the
MacabeesintheApocrypha.)

QUESTION: How can weknow positively that this
vision hasto dowith eveningsand morningsand is
not a vision of 2300 year s?

ANSWER: “Andthevison of theeveningandthemorn-
ing whichwastoldistrue: wherefore shut thou up the
vison; for it shal befor many days’ (Daniel 8:26).

NOTE: Daniel hadthisvisionabout 555 B.C. whichwas
387 years beforethe prophecy wasfulfilled. Therefore
Godtold himto shut up thevision becauseit would be or
would beginto beafter many days. Or it would be many
daysuntil it would befulfilled. Thefulfillment of theproph-
ecy ashasbeen stated beforewasonly alittle morethan
threeyears.

QUESTION: After thevisioninwhat condition was
Daniel?

ANSWER: “And| Danid fainted, and wassick certain
days, afterward | rose up, and did the king’s business,
and | wasastonished at thevision, but none understood
it” (Danid 8:27).

NOTE: Daniel understood thevision himself, because
thiswasthe angel Gabriel’smission. However the ex-
pression, ‘none understood it,” means, ‘ no one besides
Danidl understoodit’.”

STUDY TO SHOW
YOURSELF APPROVED
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The following article
consists of excerpts
from thetract

“Does the Bible

Contradict itself, The

Two Laws Contrasted”

Copiesof theTract
areavailableby contacting
ThePublishingHouse
304-782-1411

Theproblemsof manaredill asthey havedwaysbeen.
SAanisdill usngthesameargumentstodisract menfromthe
truth. Not only wasthisaprablemintheProvinceof Galaiabut
throughout al of Christendom down to thisvery day - the
problem of kegpingthelaw of Moses. Asthe Churchof God
grew, Satanbeganhismethod of counterfatingthetruth. Asthe
number of Gentileconvertsincreesad andthework amongthem
becamebetter knownto* certain of thesect of the Pharisees”
(Acts15:5) thequedionarasawhether aGentilecouldbecome
aChridianandbesavedwithout fird becominganigradite The
morethe Gentileswereconverted, theharder Satanbeganto
dirthepot of dissantion. Cartainagitatorsfrom Jerusdembegen
tofollow theA postle Paul tothecommunitieswherehehad
organized Churcheswith pestors, anddders andteechers. Paul
recavedthedisturbing newsthat “ certainlevdfdlows,” were
sentfromJarusalemto* ubvert thegospd of JesusChrid” (Adts
17:5,Acts15:24; 11 Timothy 2:14).

Paul writesimmediatdy totheharassed saintsand says “ |
marvd that yearesosoonremoved fromHim (Jesus) thet called
youintothegraceof Christ unto another gospd ; whichisnot
another; (for it had beentaught by the Jewssince M oses) but
therebesomethat troubleyou, andwoul d pervert thegospd of
Chrig” (Gddian1:6,7).
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TheApostiePaul calsthementhat werecausngtrouble
“Spies” Menthat“ Spy outour liberty” (Gdaians2:4). What
liberty wasPaul referringto?Liberty fromthelaw of Moses.
Thisshowsto usoneof thegreet contrastsbetween thetwo
lavs TheTenCommandment Lawis thepearfectlawv of liberty”
(James 1:25) The Law of Moses*’ gendereth to bondage.”
(Gadians4:24)

“ Sandfast thereforeintheliberty wherewith Chrigt hath
meade usfree, and be not entangled again with the yoke of
bondege” (Gdatians5: 1). Paul knewthetrickery of Setan. By
kegpingthelaw of Mosesyoulosesght of JesusChrig, theSon
of God. TheLaw of Masesindl itsramificationspointed to
JesusChrig. TheApodiefully redized that thework of these
Judaizersgpdled out ruinfor theChurch of God.

It meant that menwoul d betaught thet somethingd sewas
necessary for thair sdlvationbesdestheL ord JesusChrist. The
gosod of Jesuswasheingshornof itsstrength and purposeand
washeingrobbed of itsvitdity. Just astoday, menarelosngthe
intentionof theHeavenly Father and HisSonby tdling people
they must becomel sradlitesand must obey cartain partsof the
Law of Moses(kesping thefeast daysespedidly) inorder tobe
saved. Jesuswas(andis) putintotheshadowsagan.

Thelawsof Masespointed to Jesus They wereshadows
of thingstocome (Calossans2:17) “ For thelaw havingashedow
of goodthingsto come, andnat thevery imageof thethings, can
never withthosesacrificeswhichthey offered (every feest hed
itsown sacrifices) year by year continualy makethecomers
thereunto perfect... Abovewhenhesad, sacrificeand offering
and burnt offerings(feast day offerings’ (Exodus23:14-18)
“...thouwoul dest nat, naither haddt pleasuretherein; whichare
offered by thelaw; Thensaidhe, Lo, | cometodothy will, O
God. Hetakethaway thefirg, that hemay establishthesscond.
By thewhichwill wearesandtified throughtheoffering of the
body of JesusChrigt oncefor dl.” (Hebrews10: 1- 10).

TheLord JesuswasinPaul’ stime(inoursa <o) - dethroned
asSaviour andHead of the Churchof God. Thelifeof theSpirit
(Chriginyou) whichmademennew andtrandormedtheminto
Sonsof Godwasto betekenawvay andinitsplacethekegping
of theMosaclavssungtituted. Thesedecavers (wolvesindhep
dathing) wereagainexhorting God' sChildrentogoback tothe
“week and beggarly dements’ of thelaw. “ Christisbecomeof
noeffect untoyou, whosoever of youarejudified by thelaw; ye
aefdlenfromgrace” (Gddians4:9; 5:1-4)
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Thereareno*week and beggarly dementsinGod's Ten
Commandments. They areperfect.“ Thelaw of theLORD is
perfect, convertingthesoul; thetestimony of theLORD issure,
mekingwisethesmple” (PAm19:7).“Wherdforethelawis
haly, andthecommandment haly, andjusandgood.” (Romans
7:12).

Naticewhat Jesussaid concermingthe TenCommeandments
of HisFather. “ Andbehdd, onecameandsaiduntohim, (Jesus)
GoodMadter, whet goodthingshdll | do, thet | may haveeternd
life?2Andhesaiduntohim,...if thouwiltenterintolife, kegpthe
commeandments’ (Matthew 19:16-17). ThenJesuswentonto
namesomeof the Ten Commandmentsto makesurethet He
wouldnot cometobdievetomeanany other lavs

In comparison, notice how Paul praises the Ten
Commeandment Law, whichasoisbeng discredited by Satan.
Man hasawaystampered with God'sjust and holy law and
they tdl thepublicthat the Ten Commandmentswerenaledto
thecrossand doneaway. I sit any wonder thenthet thereisso
muchlamvesnessintheworldtoday?

“Now theend of thecommeandmentischarity (lovetoGod
and to your felow man) out of apure heart, and of agood
constience, and of faithunfeigned: Fromwhichsomehaving
swerved haveturned as deuntovainjangling; Desringtobe
teachersof thelaw; understanding neither what they say, nor
whereof they afirm. Butweknow thet thelawisgood, if aman
useitlawnfully;” (I Timothy 1:5-8). Thefollowingverses9to11
provethat Paul isgpesking of theLaw of Godandnotthelaw of
Moses Naticeagainhow Paul pleedswithhisfriendsfurther by
sying.“ Ofoolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that
yeshould not obey thetruth?..” (Galatians 3: 1).

Saintsand brethren are al so being bewitched today
withthissameevil teaching that we must keep portionsof
Moseslaw inorder toreceiveeterna life. They profess
that we accept the gospel of Jesus Christ but still want to
hold fast to the Old Testament shadows which Christ
dispelled on Cavary. They are contending that salvation
isdependent on keeping of thefeasts of Israel and not
solely on Jesusand Hisrighteousness.

WereadinActs4:12that thereisno salvationinany
other, savethe L ord Jesusand Paul saysif salvationcame
through thelaw thentherewasanother way and“ Christis
deadinvain® (Gaatians2:21). TheApostlePaul, seeing
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that hiswork was seriously in jeopardy, aswell asthe
fellowship of believers, and the unity of the Church being
impaired, determinesto go upto Jerusemfor the Church
to settlethismatter. The Church convened in Council as
wearetoldinActs 15:5-11:

“But thererose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees
which believed, saying that it was needful to circumcise
them, and to command them to keep the law of M oses.
AndtheApostlesand elderscametogether for to consider
of thismatter.” The Council wasto decide onceand for
all that the saintswere not to keep thelaw of Mosesand
that they werenot to tempt God, “... to put ayoke upon
theneck of thedisciples...” (verse 10) by making Moses
‘law mandatory. It was an unbearable law. It was an
“added law.” It wasadded to Israel’ sway of lifewhen
they either refused or could not keep God’'sTen Laws.
“Whereforethen serveth thelaw? It was added because
of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom
(Jesus) thepromisewasmade...” (Galatians 3:17- 21).

Notice again that the added law (Moses') was to
remaintill Jesus should come. Thereisno salvationin
Moses law butintherighteousnessof Jesus. Thetheme
of thefirst Jerusalem Council was: “But webdievethat
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be
saved...” (Acts15:1).

What Law wasabolished? Thelaw of commandments
contained in ordinanceswas abolished. They wereall
“taken out of theway.” (I Corinthians 3:14-17) “For |
testify againto every manthat iscircumcised, that heisa
debtor to do thewholelaw.” Circumcision was part of
thelaw of Moses. If ye be circumcised, Christ profited
you nothing. If youdojust onepart of Moses' law you
arerequiredtokeepal of it. If you keep thefeast daysof
Moses' law, you must do everything required by Moses
law. (Galatians 5: 1-3) But wethank God that hisadded
law ended at the Cross of Calvary. Just think according
to Moses' law you could get adivorce for any reason
(Matthew 19:7-9) and yet peoplewill tell youthat certain
partsof Moses' law arestill applicable.

When Jesuscried from the Crosswith aloud voice:
“Itisfinished!” theveil inthetempletorefromtop to
bottom. Thelaw of sacrificesand ordinances, withal the
rulesand regulationscameto anend. TheBiblesays. “For
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he (Jesus) isour peace’ who hath made both one, and
hath broken downthemiddliewall of partition betweenus
(meaningtheveil inthetemple); Having abolishedinhis
fleshtheenmity, eventhelaw of commandmentscontained
inordinances; for to makein himself of twain one new
man, so making peace; And that he might reconcileboth
unto God in onebody by thecross, having daintheenmity
thereby” (Ephesians2:14-16).

S0 Jesus ended “the commandments contained in
ordinances,” at Cavary. Theword “ordinances’ means
“ceremonies.” Thereisnot asingleceremony intheTen
Commandments. There were ceremonies added to the
keeping of the Sabbath Day later by Moses and other
leaders of Israel but originally God had no ceremony
connected to HisLaws. Deuteronomy 5:22 says. “These
words (verses 6-21 the Ten Commandments) the Lord
spakeunto dl your assembly inthemount out of themidst
of thefire, of the cloud, and of thethick darkness, witha
great voice; and headded nomore...” Each of theselaws
aredefinite statementsof what the Lord requiresof His
people. “And now, |sragl, (today, Children of God) what
doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the
Lordthy God, towalk inall hisways, andto lovehim,
andto servetheLord thy God with dl thy heart and with
all thy soul. To keep the commandmentsof the LORD,
and hisstatutes, which I command theethisday for thy
good?’ (Deuteronomy 10:12-13).

The ordinances were handwritten and weretold to
Moses by angels (Galatians 3: 19) while the Ten
Commandmentswerewritten with thefinger of God the
Father ontwo tablesof stone. “ And hegave unto Moses,
when he had made an end of communing with him upon
mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone,
writtenwiththefinger of God” (Exodus31:18). “Blotting
out the handwriting of ordinancesthat was against us,
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
naillingittohiscross’ (Colossans2:14).

Hereagain weread that it wasthe ordinanceswhich
M oses wrote with hisown hand that was nailed to the
cross. Notethat thislaw of ordinanceswas contrary to
and against mankind. In Colossians 2: 20-23wearetold
that we are not to “touch, taste, or handle” these
ordinances. In other words, weareto stay entirely away
fromthem. Still there are somewho want to take some of
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these ordinances of the cross and command people to
keep them. L et usleavethem aoneand | et them continue
to hang onthecross.

TheTwo Baptisms

Another great contrast between thetwo lawsisthe
lesson of two baptisms. Wefirst read of baptismasit was
doneby JohntheBaptist. Haveyou ever thought it strange
that no one questioned John’s actions? There was no
guestion concerning baptism because baptism was a
recognized procedure of the law of Moses. The word
“beptize’ isaGreek word. TheAramacwordis*immerse’
and it appearsafew timesin the law of Moses. Let us
read afew verses of Hebrews9:8-14: “ The Holy Ghost
thissignifying, that theway into the holiest of all wasnot
yet made manifest, while asthefirst tabernacle wasyet
standing: Which wasafigurefor thetimethen present, in
which were offered both giftsand sacrifices, that could
not make him that did the service perfect, aspertainingto
the conscience; Which stood only in meatsand drinks,
and diverswashings (differentimmersions), and carnal
ordinances, imposed onthemuntil thetimeof reformation
(until Jesuscame). But Christ being come an high priest
of good thingsto come, by agreater and more perfect
tabernacle, not madewith hands, that isto say not of this
building; Neither by theblood of goatsand calves, but by
his own blood he entered in onceinto the Holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for us...How much
more shall the blood of Christ who through the eternal
Spirit offered himsdf without spot to God, purge (immerse)
your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God?’

These verses show to us again that the “carna
ordinances’ cameto anendwiththeLord Jesus sacrifice.
We are washed by His blood. That is why we are
“baptizedinto JesusChrigt” (Romans6:3-5). TheApostle
Paul rebaptized thedisciplesinthe name of Jesusfor they
had only experienced the* Baptism of Repentance” by
JohntheBaptist (Acts19: 1-6). Baptisnisimmersonas
required by the law of Moses, asarite of purification
from ceremonial uncleanness. Immersionsor “divers
immersions’ go back to Leviticus11:32: “...it must be put
intowater...s0itshdl becleansed.” Theruledates: “ Every
thing that may abidethefire, yeshall makeit gothrough
thefire, andit shal beclean: neverthdessit shdl bepurified
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with thewater of separation: and al that abideth not the
fireyeshdl makegothroughthewater” (Numbers31:23).
Seed so onthesubject of diverseimmersions: Leviticus
14:6-8; Numbers 19:7-10; Numbers 31:21-23.

Thisproof isthat water baptismwasaMosaicrite.
Thisiswhy Peter commanded the believersto bebaptized
for theremission of sins. But the brethren at Pentecost
were not baptized as John baptized, or Mosesimmersed,
but they wered| baptized into thenameof the L ord Jesus,
the*new andlivingway” (Acts2:37,38; Hebrews10:20).
“Moreover, brethren, | would not that ye should be
ignorant, how that all our fatherswere under the cloud,
and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized
unto Mosesinthecloudandinthesea; And did all eat the
same spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual
drink for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed
them: and that rock was Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:1-4).
Thisagain showsto usthat | sragl wasfamiliar with“divers
washings.” They werebaptized intotheir leader Moses.
We are also baptized into our leader, the Lord Jesus
Chrigt. Israd washbrought under the obligationsto Moses
law. So aso arewe brought under the obligations stated
by Jesus Christ. Weareto follow nothing else save“the
doctrineof Chrig.” “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth
not inthedoctrineof Chrigt, hath not God. Hethat abideth
inthedoctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the
Son” (11 John 9).

Man comesto God with no merit of hisownfor he
isasinner by nature. Remember our definitionfor sn?
Itisthetransgression of God'sLaw. (I John 3:4) Man
hasthe knowledge of what sinis. When man comesto
God he must repent of his sins. Then he loves God
enough to behisobedient child. Itisthisunderstanding
of the greatness of God's love that draws him to
repentance and love. And in responseto that love, he
giveshimsaf wholly to God by faith. Itisimportant for
usto understand that the new way in Christ Jesusisthe
concept of faith not that of smpleintellectud belief, but
atotal commitment of one'sself to God. Thismakes
the salvation experience not amechanical action but a
dynamic experience. Withthisgenerd understanding of
thedoctrineof justification by faith, et usnot returnto
the “weak and beggarly elements’ of the laws of
ceremoniesand ordinances.
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“Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did
service unto them which by nature are no gods. But
now, after that yehaveknown God, or rather areknown
of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly
elements, whereunto yedesireagainto bein bondage?
Ye observedays, and months, and times, and years. |
amafraid of you, lest | have bestowed upon you labour
invan” (Gaatians4:8-11).

The Ten Commandmentsof God are perpetua and
immutable. Thecrimewavethat issweeping theworld,
wherein each offenseisadefinite violation of oneor
another of the Ten Commandments, should makeevery
father and mother carefully consider that these
Commandmentsmust betaught. Thehateful deception
that God'sholy Commandments have been abolished
and nailed to the cross has had aworld wide sowing,
and how horrible the harvest. But the searchlight of
God'spreciousWord focused squarely onthe situation
will clearly discern long hidden truth and people are
everywhereawakening to thefact that it wasthelaw of
Mosesand not the Law of God that was abolished and
abrogated at the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Chrigt.

" And it cameto pass, when David was come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the
son of Nahash of Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and Machir the son
of Ammiel of Lodebar, and Barzllai the Gileadite of Rogelim, Brought
beds, and basins, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley, and flour,
and parched corn, and beans, and lentiles, and parched pulse, And honey,
and butter, and sheep, and cheese of kine, for David, and for the people
that werewith him, to eat: for they said, The peopleis hungry, and weary,
and thirsty, in thewilderness’ (I1 Samuel 17:27-29).
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THE FOOD CORNER
Green Lentils and Barley
with Tomatoes and Rosemary
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1/4 cup French green (or regular green) lentils
1/3 cup pearled barley

1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil

1/2 cup chopped onion

1/2 cup chopped celery

2 1/2 cups canned whole tomatoes, cut into pieces
1 3/4 cups water

2 tablespoons honey

Salt and pepper to taste

Pinch dried rosemary, optional

1/2 cup shredded carrots

Place the lentils and barley in
a pot and cover with water.
Swish them around, drain and
cover with fresh water. Repeat
until the water runs clear.

In a medium sized pot, heat
the olive oil and sauté the on-
ion until tender. Add celery and
cook 5 minuteslonger. add re-
maining ingredientsexcept the
carrots, and bring to a boil;
cover and simmer 25 minutes,
stirring occasionally. Remove
cover, add carrots and cook 5
minutes longer or until barley
and lentils are tender.

Serve hot.

Makes 6 servings.

Submited by Jonathan
Pompay from Wynocte. PA

Source: " The Essential Book of Jewish Festival
Cooking" by Phyllis Glazer with Miriyam Glazer
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So, what isan idol? Anidol iswhen something or
someone becomes moreimportant to usthan God.

Inancient timesthat would havelooked like bowing
downtoworship agolden statue. Modern-day idolslook
different- morelike getting our identity from our job or
staring at our technology al day. Anything that becomes
moreimportant to usthan God becomesanidol; and we
al havethem. Idolatry today might look different, butitis
al aroundus.

The New Testament is also vocal about idolatry.
Colossians 3:5 " Mortify therefore your memberswhich
areupon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, whichis
idolatry” and Romans 1: 22-23 “ Professing themselves
to bewise, they becamefools, And changedtheglory of
the uncorruptible God into an image made like to
corruptible man, and to birds, and four footed beasts,

and creeping things.”
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Many times the New Testament warns of being
seduced by the things of thisworld to the point where
they becomethemast important thinginour life- whichis,
by definition, idolatry.

Weseetimeandtimeagaininthe Biblethat wetend
to drift away from God. Both the Old Testament and the
New Testament are full of warnings against idolatry
becauseweare so proneto wander. Wemust bediligent
inexamining our lifeforidols.

Now that we know what isanidol and haveagood
idolatry definition, let’s switch gearsand look at what
modern day idols are still worshipped. We need to
examineour livesand makeour ownligt of anythingwhich
wemay be putting before God.

Thisisn't alist of things we should use to beat
ourselvesup over or useasammoto shoot at others. This
isalist of thingsthat can take the place of God in our
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lives. When a good thing becomes an ultimate thing,
ultimately it becomesadestructivethinginour lives. That's
idolatry. What we should do with thislist isuseit to
prayerfully evaluate our livesto make sure nothing has
become moreimportant to usthan God. We should each
ask ourselveswhatisanidol inmy life?

Let’slook at anexample. Oneexampleisthemodern
use of thecrossinreligion. Itisacommon notion that
Chrigtianity adopted the usage of crossin churchesafter
the crucifixion of Jesus. However, history hasit that the
cross“haditsorigininancient Chaldea, and wasused as
thesymbol of the god Tammuz (being in the shape of the
mystic Tau, theinitia of hisname) inthat country andin
adjacent lands, including Egypt.” In other words, crosses
weredready being usedfor religiouspurposeseven before
Jesustime,

After Chrigianity startedto becomesecularizedinAD
313 and crucifixion being abolished in AD 337, crosses
sarted to gppear in churchesasthe churchin Romebegan
to accept theworship of pagan objectsand alongwith all
sortsof pagan rituals. The cross appeared in churches
interior inAD 431, and was set up on churches' steeples
iINAD 586. Clearly it was never theteachingsof Jesusnor
actsof hisdisciplesto erect the crossin church.

Ironicaly you cannot find any biblical evidenceabout
the setting up of crosses as the symbol of the church.
Many who worshipthecrossjustify their actsby saying,
“Since Jesusdied on the crossfor us, we commemorate
Hissacrificeby looking at the cross.” However, the Bible
saysthat the thing we should engrave on our heartsis
Christ’s preciousblood of sacrificethat He shed onthe
Cross.

"Forasmuch asye know that yewere not redeemed
with corruptiblethings, asslver and gold, fromyour vain
conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But
with preciousblood of Chrigt, asof alambwithout blemish
and without spot” (I Peter 1:18-19).

Most of ushavewatched abaseball game. Chances
arewe haveall seen abatter about to enter the batter’s
box make the sign of the cross. Or perhaps we are
basketbd| fans. Wehave seenit theretoo ascertain players
prepareto shoot afreethrow, they will aso makethesign
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of thecross. Itiscommonto seelittlesver crosseshanging
on achain around aperson’sneck or dangling fromthe
rearview mirrorsof cars. Isthismerely theaffirmation of
one’s faith or something much more serious, such as
idolatry? Let usread oneof God sten commandments
in Exodus 20:3-5* Thou shalt have no other godsbefore
me. Thou shalt not makeunto thee any gravenimage, or
any likenessof anythingthat isin heaven above, or that is
intheearth beneath, or that isinthewater under the earth.
Thou shat not bow down thysdlf to them, nor servethem:
for | the Lorp thy God am ajealous God, visiting the
iniquity of thefathersupon the children unto thethird and
fourth generation of themthat hateme;”

How much clearer could it be? Noimageor likeness
of anything!

God hates idolatry. Why would He consider the
symbol of thecrossany differently?Whilesomemay judtify
having oneby saying that the cross servesto remind them
of Jesus Chrigt, itisreally nothing morethan a“bronze

serpent.”

Thereisnobiblical connection between thetrue Son
of God and the crossof Tammuz. Hanging acrosson the
walls of one’shome or from achain around one’s neck
putsaperson a oddswith God. Since He hascommanded
usnot todothisandtellsusplainly that Heis* ajealous
God,” thisisnot aposition any of uswould want to bein.

Thecrossdid not enter * Christendom’ until thetime
of theEmperor Congtantinein 325AD, when he convened
the Council of Nicaea, enforcing thedisplay of thecross
at al churchesand private homesthroughout the Empire.
Onefindsit bizarrethat an instrument of torture should
receiveworship. If Jesus had been killed by ashotgun,
electric chair, gallows, or guillotine, would we feel
compelled to wear these miniatures of these gruesome
objectsaround our necks?

What most peopledo not fully realizeisthat Satan
has deceived thiswholeworld (Revelation 12:9) “ And
thegreat dragon wascast out, that old serpent, called the
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth thewholeworld: he
was cast out into the earth, and hisangelswere cast out
with him.” Many of the comfortable, familiar customs
and traditionsof thisworld have, indeed, been borrowed
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from rank paganism and have nothing at all to do with
true Christianity. God tells us to prove al things (I
Thessaonians5:21) “ Provedl things; hold fast that which
isgood.” Before we accept any practice, we should
adwaysinquireintoitsorigins. Wemust assure ourselves
that it does not transgress any of God’slaws. So, isthe
sgnof thecrossredly anemblem of true Chrigtianity oris
it something far different? Let’slook at afew moreverses
for theBible. In Matthew 12: 38 —40 Jesuswas asked
about the use of signsor symbols* Then certain of the
scribes and of the Phariseesanswered, saying, Master,
wewould seeasign fromthee. But he answered and
said unto them, Anevil and adulterous generation seeketh
after asign; and there shall no sign begiventoit, but the
sign of the prophet Jonas. For as Jonaswasthree days
and three nightsin thewhal € sbelly; so shall the Son of
man be three days and three nightsin the heart of the
earth.”

Thebook of Psdmsalso spesksabout idolatry. Psadms
1154-8: “Their idolsare silver and gold, the work of
men’'shands. They have mouths, but they spesk not: eyes
havethey, but they seenot: They haveears, but they hear
not: noseshavethey, but they smell not: They havehands,
but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not:
neither speak they through their throat. They that make
them arelikeunto them; soisevery onethat trustethin
them.”
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Psalms 135 15: “ Theidolsof the heathen aresilver
and gold, thework of men’shands. They have mouths,
but they speak not; eyeshavethey, but they seenot; They
have ears, but they hear not; neither isthereany breathin
their mouths. They that makethem arelikeunto them: so
isevery onethat trustethinthem.

Itissodifficultin our modern materialistic world of
today to keep from putting material things ahead of God
inour hearts. We need to continually examineourselves
and work to put God first in our heartsand minds.

Brotherly Love

But astouching brotherly loveye need not that
| writeunto you: for yeyoursavesaretaught of God
toloveoneanother. | Thessalonians4:9

Lord, you have brought ustogether, sonsand
daughtersdl, and made usinto onefamily, teaching
every oneof ustoloveour brothersand sistersin
Christ. We are Your Church. We are different in
many ways. rich and poor, black and white, male
and female Someof uslead and somefollow, each
according to thetalents You have given usand the
needsof thecommunity. inmany wayswearemore
different thanwearedikeyet your lovefor usknows
no human boundaries. We arefamily. weare Your
Church.

pleasant i
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s
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Twenty Three Hundred Evenings and Mornings

By David Del_ong

Inthebook of Daniel, chapter 8, thereisan account
of thetemplein Jerusalem being desecrated by an evil
king for 2,300 eveningsand mornings. Somebelievethat
the 2,300 eveningsand morningsareactudly 2,300 days,
and that these days represent 2,300 prophetic days, or
years. Now, days can sometimes represent prophetic
days, or years, such asisthe casein Numbers 14:33,34;
Ezekid 4:4-6. However, wewill show by thisarticlethat
the 2,300 eveningsand morningsarenot propheticyears,
but are actual eveningsand morningsthat thetemplein
Jerusalem was desecrated.

Theprophecy in Danidl, chapter 8, tellsof aramwith
two hornsthat was smitten by a he-goat, which came
fromthewest, with anotable horn betweenitseyes. This
notable hornwashbroken, andinitsplacefour other horns
came up. Out of one of these horns came another, little
horn which desecrated the temple in Jerusalem and
stopped thedaily sacrificefor 2,300 eveningsand morn-
ings. Of thislittle horn the Scripturessay: "And an host
wasgivenhimagaing thedaily sacrificeby reason of trans-
gression, and it cast down thetruth to theground; and it
practiced, and prospered.Then | heard one saint speak-
ing, and another saint said unto that certain saint which
spake, How long shall bethevision concerningthedaily
sacrifice, and thetransgression of desolation, to giveboth
the sanctuary and the host to betrodden under foot?And
he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred
days, then shall the sanctuary becleansed” (Danid 8:12-
14).

Daniel 8:19-26 givestheinterpretation of thisproph-
ecy. "And hesaid, Behold, | will makethee know what
shal beinthelast end of theindignation: for at thetime
appointed the end shall be. The ram which thou sawest
having two hornsarethekingsof Mediaand Persa. And
therough goat istheking of Grecia: and the great horn
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that isbetween hiseyesisthefirst king. Now that being
broken, whereasfour stood up for it, four kingdomsshall
stand up out of the nation, but not inhispower. Andinthe
latter time of their kingdom, whenthe transgressorsare
cometothefull, aking of fierce countenance, and under-
standing dark sentences, shall stand up. And hispower
shall be mighty, but not by hisown power: and he shall
destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practice, and
shall destroy the mighty and theholy people. And through
hispolicy asoheshall causecraft to prosper inhishand;
and he shall magnify himself in hisheart, and by peace
shdl destroy many: heshd| dso stand up againg the Prince
of princes; but he shall be broken without hand. And the
vision of the evening and the morning whichwastoldis
true: wherefore shut thou up thevision; for it shall befor
many days."

How do we know that this prophecy is about literal
daysand not daysfor years? The passage gives usthe
clues. Whenthephrase" theevening andthemorning” is
usedit referstoliteral days(seeverse 26). For instance,
whentheLord created our universe, Hedid soinsix lit-
eral days, usingthephrase, "theevening andthemorning
werethefirst day...the evening and the morning werethe
second day"..., etc.

Twenty three hundred eveningsand morningsis 1,150
literal days, or alittlelessthan threeand one half years.
Thiswasthelength of timethat theevening and themorn-
ing sacrifices were stopped by a wicked king named
Antiochus Epiphanes, who came from Syria. When
Alexander the Great died (the notable hornthat wasbro-
ken on the he-goat), hiskingdom wasdivided by four of
hisgeneral s (represented by thefour hornsthat came up
inhisplace). Thesegenerasruled over four divisionsof
Alexander's kingdom: Syria, Egypt, Thrace, and
Macedonia. Then, out of one of thesedivisions, Syria,
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cameforth alittle horn (Antiochus Epiphanes) who des-
ecrated thetemplein Jerusalem (it isreported that he of -
fered apig ontheadtar to hisgod, Jupiter), from 168 B.C.
to 165 B.C.

After the 2,300 evenings and mornings, theatar and
thetemplewererededicated tothe L ord by thelsradlites,
andisaholiday observed by them called Hanukkah.

SERMONS ONLINE

If you go onto Facebook, you can hear a sermon on
the 2300 Days from Brother Richard Santiesteban
at the Dallas Texas Church Friday Night Service -
Log in Facebook, search -

Church of God 7th Day Dallas, TX

Page - Religious Organization - 1.3K followers

(757) Church of God 7th Day Dallas, TX was live.
== u1-Q

7/1/2022 Friday Night Service

Message: "2300 Days"

Brother Richard Santiesteban

Check out Friday
Night Services
on Facebook Live
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My spiritiswilling, but my fleshiswesk,

OLordI beg, Your help | seek
Toovercomethispain| havefromwithin,

For | amfdlingintothedepthsof sin.

My hold onredlity, I’mlosing grip,
My sense of sanity hasnigh near dipped;
Thepanwithin, issqueezing my will--

Alosingbattle, I'mfighting till.

A servanttoYou God, | truly want to be,
But1’mlost dear Lord, | really hope You see
| want to seethelight and beauty in my day--

How to overcome and to find my way.

My spiritiswilling, my flesh under contral,
TheBiblemy guide, | gowherel’ mtold;
FaithintheLord, thisl now carry

Toovercomesinand smilemy victory.

By Sister Alcyon De Coteau
GrenadaWest Indies
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Pictured above: Gary & Ludina Mills
Below: Members enjoying fellowship
Pictured far right: Nathaniel Cruz & Morgan Buechner
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Ministerspictured belowfirst row: Manuel Gonzalez (California, Board of 7), Gonzolo Hernandez (Mexico
City), Osman Pineda (Honduras), Alfonso Telesca (Texas, Board of 7), Apostle Kent Cornwall (Canada),
Apostle Paul Herrera Sr. (Texas), Apostle Pascacio Tavison (Mexico)

Middle Row: Walter Goff (Panama), Gary Mills (Ohio & West Virginia, Board of 7), David DeLong
(West Virginia), Tomas Oliveras (California), Mario Cantu (Texas), David Royer (Panama, Board of 7)

Back Row: Apostle Errol Noel (Grenada), Apostle Warren Randall Jr. (Florida), Apostle Tim Buechner
(Texas), Ben DelL.ong (West Virginia, Board of 7), Apostle Ricky Herrera Sr. (Texas) and Richard
Santiesteban (Texas, Board of 7)
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI
PAUL PREACHES

ScriptureReading: Acts9:20-31.
Golden Text: Acts9:20.

" And straightway hepreached Christinthe
synagogues, that heisthe Son of God."

1. What did Paul start doing after he was baptized and
received the Holy Spirit?Acts9:20.

2. What did the peoplethink of Paul'sactions?Acts9:21.

3. How did the Jewsfeel about Paul preaching Jesus?
Acts9:23-24.

4. How was Paul's escape made?Acts 9:25.

NOTE: Nametwo similar escapesin biblical history.
Joshua2:15and | Samuel 19:12.

5. When Paul returnsto Jerusalem, who did hewish to
see, and did they want to see him?Acts 9:26.

6. Who defended Paul, saying he had preached boldly at
Damascusin the nameof Jesus?Acts9:27.

7. What was about to happen to Paul again ashe spoke
boldly inthe name of the L ord Jesus?Acts9:29.

8. Where did the brethren send Paul to escape from
Jerusalem?Acts9:30-31.

NOTE: Already we see Paul beginto suffer for Christ's
sake. We see him speaking boldly inthenameof theLord
Jesus, andfor thishislifewasthreatened. Did hegiveup?
No!

LESSON 1|
GOD ISNO RESPECTER OF PERSONS

ScriptureReading: Acts10:1-48.

Golden Text: Acts10:34.
" Then Peter opened hismouth, and said, Of a
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truth | perceived that God isnorespecter of
persons’.

1. Whodid God tdll Corndliusto send for, and what kind
of manwas Corndlius?Acts10:1-5.

2.Did Cornédliusdo asthe Lord had told him?Acts 10-
7-8.

3. What vision did Peter see, and what did the voice
speak?Acts 10:10-16.

4. What was Peter'sreply to the voice,"...Rise, Peter;
kill, and eat"?Acts 10:14.

NOTE: Peter thought the Lord wasreferring to the eat-
ing of clean and unclean foods. God knew that Peter did
not eat unclean animal's, but He was showing that if a
clean animal touchesan unclean animal, it doesnot be-
comeunclean.

5. Why wasit necessary to prepare Peter for the meeting
between him and Cornelius?Acts 10:20, 28. Peter wasa
Jew and Corneliuswasnot.

6. Did Peter go with the men even though it was against
all customs?Acts10:21, 29.

7.What did Peter tell the people?Acts 10:34-35.

8. What proof was there, that day, that God is no re-
specter of persons? Acts 10:44-48.

NOTE: Remember the parable of the Good Samaritan?
Jesus taught the peopl e that the Jews were not always
right and that often those didliked do morerea work for
God than professed members. Jesuswas trying to tell
themthat whatever part of theworld you arefrom (race)
made no difference, but thefruit of the peopleslabor did.

LESSON |1
BARNABASSEEKSPAUL

ScriptureReading: Acts11:19-30.
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Sabbath School L essons

Golden Text: Acts11:24.

" For he was a good man, and full of the Holy
Ghogt and of faith: and much peoplewasadded unto
theLord."

1. Who do wefind preaching to the peoplethat are scat-
tered abroad?Acts 11:19-20.

2. Didthe peopletherebdieveintheLord?Acts11:21.

3. Who did the church send for, and wherewasheto go?
Acts11:22.

4. How did Barnabasfed about goingtoAntioch?Acts
11:23.

5. What kind of man wasBarnabas?Acts11:24.

6. Wheredid Barnabasfirst go, and why did hegothere?
Acts11:25.

7.What did Paul and BarnabasdoinAntioch?Acts11:26.

8. What did the prophet Agabusreport to the brethrenin
Antioch?Acts11:28.

NOTE: Dearthmeansfamine.

9. Whowassent to helprelievethe brethrenin distress?
Acts11:29-30.

NOTE: Areyouwillingtogototheaid of your brethren
eveninif it meansatimeof afflictionfor you?

LESSON IV
THEARREST OFPETER

ScriptureReading: Acts12:1-25.
Golden Text: Acts12:24.

" But theword of God grew and multiplied.”
1. For what deed wasHerod known?Acts 12:1-4

NOTE: We seetheearly church being persecuted, but
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dill prevailing.

2. While Peter wasin prison, what did the church con-
tinuetodofor him?Acts 12:5.

3. Tell inyour own wordswhat happened to Peter that
same night Herod wasto bring him forth. Acts 12:6-10.

4.Who did Peter give credit for hisescape?Acts12:11.

5. What were the people doing at the house of Mary?
Acts12:12.

6. Who answered the door when Peter knocked, and
what did shethen do?Acts 12:13-14.

7. Did thosein thehomebdieve her, and what wastheir
reaction when they saw Peter?Acts12:15-17.

8. What happened when Peter's escape was made known
toHerod?Acts 12:18-19.

9. What wasthefinal outcome of Herod?Acts 12:21-23.
10. Did God'swork continueto grow, and who joined
Barnabasand Paul ?Acts 12:24-25. Thisisthesameyoung

man in whose house the brethren prayed for Peter.

Answersto Bible Numberson page 23.

©CoNok~wdE
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WHEN THE GATE WAS OPEN

by Iris Dahlberg

Mingisalittleblond dog with long, curly hair. When
Wilenefirst saw him, shethought hewastheprettiest and
cutest little puppy she had ever seen. Ashegrew bigger,
heliked to run and play intheyard with Wileneand her
littlesister, Darla. Mother and Daddy liked him, too.

But therewas one naughty thing about Ming. He
liked to sneak through the gate, if it was open acrack,
andrunaway! It wasnot that hewas unhappy at home.
Oh, no! Hesimply liked to be freeto chase pussycats
walking by, or cars, or just run and see what was hap-
pening down the street.

"You must shut the gatetight,” Mother often re-
mindedthegirls. Andyet Wilenewould sometimesforget
andleaveit open. Usualy Mingwould beway down the
street before anyone could catch him.

Onenight when Daddy got homelate, he noticed
that the gatewas open. "Ming, hereMing," hecalled.
But Ming didn't come. Hegot back inthe car and drove
all around theblock, calling. But Ming didn't answer.
Daddy looked in the next block, and the next one, too.
Hesaw abig, black dog and afuzzy little brown dog with
sharp teeth hanging over hischin, and several other dogs,
but hedidn't seeMing.

"WhereisMing?' Wileneasked the next morning.

"I'mafraid hehasgoneaway," said Mother. "You
|eft the gate open last night, and heisgone.” Wileneand
Darlaweresad. They missed Ming so much, they cried.

"I know hemissesus, too," said Wilene. "I'msorry
| didn't shut the gate. Couldn't Jesushelp usfind him? |
will never leavethegate open againif Ming comeshome!™

"Wecan pray,” said Mother. "I'm afraid someone
elsehastaken Ming to hishouse.”

Severa dayswent by, and Ming did not come
home. Wileneasked many peopleif they had seen him.
Oneday alittleboy who lived down the street said, "A
dog likethat cameto our house. My mother penned him
up to keep him from getting run over. Wedidn't know he
wasyour dog sinceyou are new on our street. Finally
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Mother gave him away to alady who liveson the other
sdeof town."

Wilene'sMother got thelady'stel ephone number
and called her. "I'm sorry, but thelittle dog ran away,"
saidthelady, "and we haven't seen himfor two days."

"Mingisupto hisoldtricks!" said Mother.

"Maybe he'strying to comehome,” said Wilene
hopefully. "I'm going to keep asking Jesusto send Ming
home, and | believeHewill."

"Look at this!" exclaimed Daddy ashewasread-
ing the newspaper that night. "1t saysherethat alittledog
hasbeenfound. Thedescriptionisquitelikeour Ming. |
will cal thetelephonenumber given hereright away." And
so hedid.

"Yes, wefound adog like yours," said the man
who answered the telephone when Daddy called. "But
someone has already come and and gotten him. | felt
sorry for thelittledog when thelady took him away. He
barked and barked and didn't want to go with her. |
wondered if hewasreally her dog."

Daddy told theman dl theinteresting things about
Ming that made him different from any other dog. He
told how Ming held hishead up and licked with histongue
and how hewould lie down and spread out hisfeet.

"That must beyour dog!" saidtheman. "Thatis
exactly theway heacted!” And so he gave Daddy the
telephone number of thelady who had taken Ming.

"But | don't havethe dog anymore,” thelady ex-
plained when Daddy talked to her. "Hebarked so much
that | gavehimaway tomy niece.”

Daddy and Mother got into the car and droveto
theniece'shouse. It waslate at night now and wasall
dark. "Themanwho liveshereworksat night and doesn't
get homeuntil 2:15inthemorning,” ane ghbor, whowas
passing by, told them. Daddy and Mother waited and
waited.

Finaly theman camehomefromwork. "My wife
isinthehospital,” heexplained. "I thought thedog | ooked
lonesome, so | took himto afriend'shouseto stay.”

Daddy and Mother went to thefriend'shousewith
theman. Thelightswereon, andthetelevisonwasplay-
ing, so they rang the doorbell. A dog cameto the door
and barked. 1t sounded likeMing. When alady opened
thedoor, they saw thedog, and it wasMing! Hebarked
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and barked and jumped up and down. Hewas so happy
to see Mother and Daddy.

"Hemust beyour dog," the other people agreed.
So Ming went homewith Mother and Daddly.

When Wilene and Darlawoke up the next morn-
ingand saw Ming, they hugged himand hugged him. They
wereso gladto seehim. Ming kissed themwith big puppy
dog kisses. Hewas so happy to seethem. Then Mother
and Daddy and the two girlsthanked Jesusfor helping
themfindMing.

Nowadays, whenever someonewalksthroughthe
gate to see Wilene and Darla at their house, big sister
Wileneawayscomesrunning to make surethat thegate
isclosed. Shehasn't forgotten the promise she madethe
timeMingwaslost.

BIBLE NUMBERS

1. How many timesdid the I sraelites march around the
city of Jericho? Joshua 6:14,15

2. How many timesdid Peter deny Christ?Matthew 26:34

3. How old was Abraham when | saac was born? Gen-
ess17:17

4. How many yearsarethereinamillennium?

5. Inthe parable of the lost coin, how many pieces of
slver did thewoman have?Luke 15:8

6. How many peopledid Jesus appoint and send out two
by two?Luke 10:1

7. How many years did it take Solomon to build the
temple?| Kings6:38

8. How many peoplewere added to the believersonthe
day of Pentecost?Acts2:41

9. How many peoplewereintheark? Genesis7:13
10. Inthe parable of thelost sheep, how many sheep did

theman haveto beginwith?Luke 15:4
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11. What number in Scripture often speaks of perfection
or completion?

12. How old was Joseph when hisbrothers sold him to
theMidianites? Genesis37:2

13. How many spiesdid Rahab helpto hidein thecity of
Jericho?Joshua2:4

14. Thelaw of God was given to Moses on how many
tabletsof stone? Exodus31:18

When you're gloomy, when you're sad,
When you're grouchy, when you're mad,
Life will seem not near as bad,

If you smile.

If you've had atrying day,
And meet folks along the way,
But you have no words to say,

Give a smile.

Maybe they've had troubles too,
Maybe even more than you-
But a sunbeam may break through,
If you smile.

If you have no joy at all,
And your faith seems very small,
And you fed like you could baw,

Try to smile.

Yes, | know it costs a lot,
Sometimes all that you have got,
But you've won the fight you fought,
If you smile.

Frieda Funk in Gospel Herald
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