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The 2022 Church of God 7th Day Calendar is coming out.
It can be found for free downloading on the church web
site at www.churchofgod-7thday.org. A hard copy of the
calendar will be sent to tithe paying members upon re-
quest. Alist of all weekly memory verses from the Sabbath
School lessons can also be found on the web site.
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ARTICLE FROM THE HISTORYOF THE ADVOCATE

The Seventh day Sabbath isapart of the Creation
and not aresult of snandthereforeisinno way ceremo-
nial. In Genesis 2:1-3; weread, " Thusthe heavensand
theearth werefinished, and all the host of them. And on
the seventh day God ended hiswork which hehad made;
and herested on the seventh day fromall hiswork which
he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanc-
tifiedit: becausethat init hehad rested fromall hiswork
which God created and made.” So we seeit is God's
original rest day. Therefore, man doesnot keep hisown
day when he keepsthe seventh day, but he keeps God's
day which no other day of theweek can claim. No other
day can claimthat it has been sanctified (set apart) and
been blessed by God.

When God wrotethe Ten Commandmentson tables
of stone, He commanded men to keep the seventh day
and told the reason why. Remember that God placed no
other Sabbathin the Ten Commandments. The Ten Com-
mandmentsisHislaw and not Moses law. L et usread
thefourth commandment in Exodus 20:8-11: "Remember
the sabbath day, to keepit holy. Six daysshalt thoulabour,
anddoall thy work: But the seventh day isthe sabbath of
the LORD thy God: init thou shalt not do any work, thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy
mai dservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that iswithin
thy gates FOR (BECAUSE) IN SIX DAY STHELORD
MADEHEAVENAND EARTH, THE SEA,ANDALL
THAT IN THEM IS,AND RESTED THE SEVENTH
DAY: WHEREFORE THE LORD BLESSED THE
SABBATH DAY,AND HALLOWED IT." Itshouldbe
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very plain to al that God said the reason to keep the
Sabbath isbecause he madethe seventh day the Sabbath
at Creation and there He blessed and hallowed (sancti-
fied) it. Hecallsit Hisday.

Godtellsustocall the SabbathHISHOLY DAY. Let
usread, saiah 58:13-14: "If thou turn away thy foot from
the sabbath, from doing thy pleasureon my holy day; and
call the sabbath adelight, THEHOLY OF THE LORD,
honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thineown pleasure, nor speaking thine
ownwords. Thenshat thouddight thysdlf inthe LORD;
and | will causetheeto ride upon the high places of the
earth, and feed theewith the heritage of Jacob thy father:
for the mouth of the LORD hath spokenit." We could
stay inthe Old Testament and add text on text but about
every religionist agreesthat God'sholy day wasthe sev-
enth day inthe Old Testament. It isclaimed that Christ
changeditinthe New Testament. L et usnow investigate
thisclam.

TheLord'sDay in the New Testament

We ask thisquestion, Of which day of theweek did
JesusHimself clamtobetheLord?InMark 2:27-28 we
read, "And hesaid unto them, The sabbath wasmadefor
man, and not man for the sabbath: Thereforethe Son of
manisLord aso of thesabbath.” Could therebe any text
plainer than thisthat Christ laid claim asthe Lord of the
Sabbath? Man was not made for the Sabbath; if he had
been, God would have made him on thefirst day of Cre-
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ation, so that when the Sabbath camein on the seventh
day, man would have entered into hisown rest day. Man
wasmadeasthelast of God'screation. Hewasthe crown-
ing work of that creation. The day after he was created
wasthefirst Sabbath. Man could not shareany claimto
it. God d one had worked the six daysin making theworld.
Man was a part of that creation and as the last of the
creation had to enter that first Sabbath astherest day of
God. Therefore man was not madefor the Sabbath, the
Sabbath was madefor man, and man must enter into the
day God rested and not into hisown. God gave man no
choiceinthe matter, God madethe Sabbath for man. The
seventh day of the week receivesthe stamp of approval
by Jesus Chrit, the co-creator with the Father.

In Revelation 1:10; weread, "l wasinthe Spirit on
the Lord'sday, and heard behind meagreat voice, as of
atrumpet.” If wewereto apply the course opento us, the
Scripturesof both Old and New Testamentsallow only
oneinterpretation here. The Lord'sday isthe seventh day
Sabbath becauseitistheonly day caledtheLord'sday in
theBible. TheLord'sday isthe seventh day Sabbath, and
the seventh day SabbathistheLord'sday.

Many preachersin order to bolster their contention
that thefirst day of theweek isthe Lord'sday inthe New
Testament make the assertion that thereisno proof that
the Christians met on the seventh day Sabbath after the
resurrection. Their first claimisthat when Jesusmet with
Hisdisciplesafter Hisresurrection He always met with
them on thefirst day of theweek. Wewill investigatetwo
textsand disprovethisstatement. ThefirgisfoundinLuke
24:13: " And, behold, two of them went that same day to
avillage called Emmaus, which wasfrom Jerusalem about
threescorefurlongs.” Wewill now read thetext that places
thisonthefirst day of theweek. Let usread Luke 24:1:
"Now upon thefirst day of theweek, very early inthe
morning, they cameunto thesepul chre, bringing the spices
which they had prepared, and certain otherswith them."”
Thisisapoor text to provethat Jesus met withthemto
observethefirst day of theweek. But they continuewith
thisby saying, But Hemet with them later intheday and
held aserviceintheevening. Wewill gointothisclaim by
reading John 20:19-20: "Then the same day at evening,
being thefirst day of theweek, when the doorswere shut
(locked) wherethe discipleswere assembled for fear of
the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith
unto them, Peace be unto you. Andwhen hehad sosaid,
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he shewed unto them hishandsand hisside. Thenwere
thedisciplesglad, whenthey saw theLord.” It should be
evident from the abovethat thismeeting of theLord with
Hisdiscipleswasnot to observethefirst day of theweek
asthenew day of worship inthe Christian dispensation.
Thediscipleswere assembled here at thistimeto hide
fromthe Jews. Christ appeared only to assurethem that
hewasalive. No formal meeting washeld.

L et usnow seewhen the next meeting occurred. Was
it al'so onthefirst day of theweek? John 20:26: "AND
AFTEREIGHT DAY S again hisdiscipleswerewithin,
and Thomaswith them: then came Jesus, the doorsbe-
ing shut (locked), and stood inthemidst, and said, Peace
beuntoyou.” Thismeeting wasafter eight daysfromthe
meeting on the first day of the week. It was not seven
daysor eight dayslater, but after eight daysor a theleast
ninedaysafter the meeting on thefirst day of theweek.
Thereforeitiseasy to seethat if thefirst meetingwason
aSunday thisassembly would have been at the earliest
onaTuesday. Theargument then that Christ alwaysmet
with hisdiscipleson Sunday after the resurrection has
been proven falsecompletely.

Did Chrigtians assemblefor worship onthe Sabbath
or onthefirst day of theweek?Wewill quotefromtwo
sources although there are many more. 1.) Acts 16:12-
13:"Andfromthenceto Philippi, whichisthechief city of
that part of Macedonia, and acolony: and wewerein
that city abiding certain days. And on the sabbath we
went out of the city by ariver side, where prayer was
wont (inthe habit of being) to bemade; and we sat down,
and spake unto thewomen which resorted thither." The
women that cametogether here every sabbath were not
Jaws. They were converted Christians. They would not
be welcome at the Jewish synagogue and they had no
churchinwhich to assemble so they met each Sabbath
by theriverside. When Paul, who was an Apostle of the
church, came, he met with them and held his Sabbath
servicewith them. Onthisparticular Sabbath awoman
that worshipped God in her heart assembled with them.
Shewas also aGentile aswasthe centurion Cornelius.
Peter'smessage converted Corndiusto Christ, and Paul's
message converted Lydiato Christ. Nowhere doesit say
that either Corneliusor Lydiawas converted from the
Sabbath and we challenge anyoneto find atext of Scrip-
turethat says so. L et usread about her in verses 14-15:
"And acertainwoman named Lydia, aseller of purple, of

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us:
whose heart the L ord opened, that she attended unto the
things which were spoken of Paul. And when shewas
baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If
ye havejudged meto befaithful to the Lord, comeinto
my house, and abidethere. And she constrained us.” A
wonderful conversation, but not from the Sabbath, but
rather to the Sabbath. Paul never told the women by the
riversideto stop worshipping on the Sabbath.

Our next sourceisfoundinActs 13:42-45; " And when
the Jewswere gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles
besought that these words might be preached to them the
next sabbath. Now when the congregation was broken
up, many of the Jewsand religious proselytesfollowed
Paul and Barnabas: who speaking to them, persuaded
themto continuein the grace of God. And the next sab-
bath day camea most thewhol e city together to hear the
word of God." Thissurely isapoor way for Paul tourge
the Gentilesto keep thefirst day of theweek. Thistext
proves beyond ashadow of adoubt that Paul did not just
speak or hold servicesfor the Jews on the Sabbath but
alsofor the Gentiles. Text after text provesthisbut the
two we have quoted should prove beyond any shadow
of adoubt that the early church, both Jew and Gentile
observed the seventh day Sabbath.

Now wewill investigate the textsused to prove that
we should observe thefirst day of the week. Thefirst
assertionwewill look intois, Christ roseonthefirst day
of theweek. L et usquotethetextsinthisregard. Mat-
thew 28:1, 5-6: "Intheend (or late on) the sabbath, asit
began to dawn (or draw on) toward thefirst day of the
week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see
the sepulchre....And the angel answered and said unto
thewomen, Fear not ye: for | know that ye seek Jesus,
whichwascrucified. HEISNOT HERE: FORHEIS
RISEN, AS HE SAID. COME, SEE THE PLACE
WHERE THE LORD LAY." It should bevery evident
that Jesuswasalready alivewhen thewoman arrived at
thetomb late on the Sabbath.

Mark 16:2, 5-6: "And very early inthemorning the
first day of theweek, they came unto the sepulchre at the
rising of thesun....And entering into the sepul chre, they
saw ayoung mansitting ontheright Sde, clothedinalong
whitegarment; and they wereaffrighted. And he saithunto
them, Benot affrighted: Yeseek Jesusof Nazareth, which
wascrucified: HEISRISEN; HEISNOT HERE: BE-
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HOLD THE PLACEWHERE THEY LAID HIM." So
herewefind that Jesuswasgoneearly inthe morning the
first day of theweek."

Mark 16:9; "Now when Jesuswasrisen, early the
first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.”

L et usnow read about thisvisit to Mary, early the
first day of theweek. John 20:1, 11-13: "Thefirst day of
theweek cometh Mary Magdaeneearly, whenit wasyet
dark, unto the sepul chre, and seeth the stone taken away
fromthe sepulchre....But Mary stood without at the sep-
ulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down,
and looked into the sepul chre, And seeth two angelsin
whitesitting, the one at the head, and the other at thefeet,
wherethebody of Jesushad lain. And they say unto her,
Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Be-
cause they have taken away my Lord, and I know not
wherethey havelaid him." Herewefind that Jesuswas
gone, early the first day of the week, when it was yet
dark.

Luke24:1, 5-6: "Now upon thefirst day of theweek,
very early inthemorning, they cameunto the sepulchre,
bringing the spiceswhich they had prepared, and certain
otherswiththem....And asthey wereafraid, and bowed
down their facesto the earth, they said unto them, WHY
SEEK YETHELIVINGAMONG THEDEAD?HEIS
NOT HERE, BUT ISRISEN: remember how he spake
unto you when he wasyet in Galilee?' We have now
investigated every text in connectionwiththeLord'sres-
urrection and we have not found one place that saysHe
roseonthefirst day of theweek. What afrail straw which
isto hang your faith on to observe the first day of the
week.

A text that isused by many to keep thefirst day of the
week is| Corinthians 16:1-2: "Now concerning the col-
lectionfor thesaints, as| havegiven order to the churches
of Galatia, even so doye. Uponthefirst day of theweek
let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath
prospered him, that there be no gatheringswhen | come.”
Thereisno command hereto go to church for anything,
but just the opposite. They wereordered to lay by them-
selvesor at home. Thiswasacollectionfor thepoor saints
at Jerusalem and wasaspecial collection and not aregu-
lar one. Paul wanted themtolay it by onthefirst day of
theweek sothat they would not bebusy gatheringit when
he cameto collect it. Soinstead of telling the people here
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to goto church onthefirst day of theweek, hewasad-
monishing themto dotheir businessonthefirst day of the
week.

Wewill now turnto aportion of Scripturewhich many
believewasafirst day of theweek meeting to partake of
theLord's Supper. Wewill quoteActs20:6-14: "And we
sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened
bread, and came unto themto Troasin five days, where
we abode seven days. And upon thefirst day of theweek,
when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them, ready to depart onthe morrow; and
continued hisspeech until midnight. And thereweremany
lightsinthe upper chamber, wherethey were gathered
together. And there sat in awindow acertain young man
named Eutychus, being falleninto adeep deep: andas
Paul was|ong preaching, he sunk downwith leep, and
fell down from thethird loft (story), and wastaken up
dead. And Paul went down, and fell onhim, and embrac-
inghimsaid, Troublenot yoursalves; for hislifeisinhim.
When hetherefore was come up again, and had broken
bread, and eaten, and talked along while, eventill break
of day, so hedeparted. And they brought the young man
alive, and werenot alittle comforted. And wewent be-
fore (ahead) to ship, and sailed unto A ssos, thereintend-
ing to takein Paul: for so had he appointed, minding
himself to go afoot. And when he met with us at Assos,
wetook himin, and cameto Mitylene."

Now let us break down what we have read in the
above verses. Paul and his company stayed aweek or
seven daysin Troas. After the Sabbath, when the sun
went down or at the beginning of thefirst day of theweek
the church assembl ed together to give Paul and company
afarewell meal. Theexpressionthat they cametogether
to break bread means they came together to eat irre-
spective of the Lord's Supper. They were not coming to-
gether to eat the L ord's Supper, becausetheearly church
observed thisoccasion only onceayear on the 14th day
of the month Nisan. That occurred the day before the
feast of unleavened bread. Since Paul cameto Troasaf-
ter thefeast of unleavened bread hewould not partake of
the Lord's Supper at Troas. Furthermore in the day of
Paul men counted aday from sunset to sunset. The count-
ing of aday from midnight to midnight camein under Pope
Gregory inthe 12th century A.D. (check any good ency-
clopedia). As stated before when the Sabbath was past,
sometime after sundown the beginning of thefirst day of
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the week, the church cametogether to have afarewell
meal for Paul. They asked Paul to preach. He continued
his sermon to midnight. Then the miracle of reviving
Eutychustook place. Therewere plenty of leftoversfrom
the evening meal so they broke bread or ate again. Paul
kept talking with them until sunrise and then set out on
foot for Assos 17 milesaway. When he met hiscompany
at Assosthey spent therest of thefirst day of the week
traveling. Thesetextsdo not encourage anyoneto go to
church onthefirst day of theweek asaday of worship or
aday totakethe Lord's Supper. To preach thisisto be
completely ignorant of the beginning and ending of days
inthe New Testament era, and of thetime of the partak-
ing of the Lord's Supper by the early church. Inthisac-
count, all of Pauls preaching wasin thenight time of the
first day of theweek, and he sailed in aboat during the
daytime.

Most first day preachersloveto repest thefd se state-
ment that Jesus nailed the Sabbath to the crossand that
the fourth commandment isthe only one of the ten not
foundinthe New Testament. Nothing could befurther
from thetruth. Wewill now read Hebrews4:1-11: "L et
usthereforefear, lest, apromisebeing left usof entering
into hisrest, any of you should seem to come short of it.
For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto
them: but the word preached did not profit them, not
being mixedwithfaithinthemthat heard it. For wewhich
have believed do enter into rest, ashe said, As| have
sworninmy wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: al-
though theworkswerefinished fromthefoundation (cre-
ation) of theworld. FOR HE SPAKE IN A CERTAIN
PLACE OF THE SEVENTH DAY ON THIS WISE
(ASHISDAY OF REST),AND GOD DID REST THE
SEVENTH DAY FROM ALL HISWORKS. And in
thisplaceagain, If they shall enter into my rest (keeping of
theseventh day). Seeing thereforeit remaineth that some
must enter therein, and they towhom it wasfirst preached
entered not in because of unbelief: Again, helimitetha
certainday, sayingin David, To day, after solong atime;
asitissaid, Today if yewill hear hisvoice, harden not
your hearts. (Please don't harden yoursto the keeping of
the Sabbath.) FOR IF JESUS HAD GIVEN THEM
REST, THEN WOULD HENOTAFTERWARD HAVE
SPOKEN OF ANOTHER DAY. THERE
REMAINETH THEREFOREA REST (KEEPING OF
A SABBATH) TO THE PEOPL E OF GOD. For hethat

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




isenteredinto his(God's) rest, heal so hath ceased from
hisownworks, as God did from his. Let uslabour (six
days) thereforeto enter into that rest (the seventh day),
lest any manfdl after the sameexampleof unbelief.”

There could beno greater expressionfor thekeeping
of the seventh day Sabbath in either Old or New Testa-
ment than the above. L est someone object to the name of
Jesusinverse8 and say the name here should be Joshua,
let us say that the King Jamesversionisjust ascorrect
with the name Jesus as any other version using Joshua.
The name Joshuain Hebrewsisthe sameas Jesusin the
English. Since Hebrewsfour is speaking of the seventh
day sabbath asproveninversefour, weask the question,
Where did Jesus speak of any other day, asthe day to
keep, asdefromtheday heclaimedto bel ord of, namely
The Seventh Day of theweek?

Some Sunday preachersknow they cannot provefirst
day keepingtotheBible only sothey gotoaninvention
and spuriousdocument called, The Book of Barnabas. It
iseasy to prove how spuriousit isby thevery statement
these men produce, "We keep the el ghth day with glad-
ness, theday of our Lord'sresurrection.” | am surethat
no onewill contend thereareeight daysinaweek. There
areonly seven. Eventhemost rabid Sunday keeper will
not agree with the above statement because hewill assert
Christ rose on thefirst day of the week. If we wereto
keep the eighth day, wewould keep adifferent day each
week, because as stated beforethereareonly seven days
to aweek.

Someintheir eagernessto have atext for first day
keeping misguote Hebrews 10:25 which reads, "Not for-
saking theassembling of ourselvestogether, asthe man-
ner of someis; but exhorting oneanother: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching.” Those who
misquoteit, read it, "Not forsaking the assembling of our-
selvestogether, (onthefirst day of theweek), astheman-
ner of someis..." Theday spoken of hereistheday of the
coming of the Lord. We should be assembling together
more and more, and we should be exhorting each other
to do so, becausethe coming of theLord isdrawing near.
L et usassembletogether and keep holy God's Sabbath
day.

Inbringing thisstudy to aclosewewill gotothetexts
which are used most often by Sabbath keeping oppo-
nents. We shall now read Colossians2:14-17; "Blotting
out the handwriting of ordinancesthat was against us,
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which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to hiscross; And having spoiled principalities
and powers, hemade ashew of them openly, triumphing
over theminit. Let no man thereforejudgeyouin met,
or indrink, or inrespect of an holyday (feast day), or of
thenew moon, or of thesabbath days. Whichareashadow
of thingsto come; but the body (church) isof Chrigt.”

Wewill now quoteHebrews8:4-5: "For if he (Christ)
wereon earth, he should not beapriest, seeing that there
arepriessthat offer giftsaccordingtothelaw: Who serve
unto theexampleand shadow of heavenly things, asMoses
was admonished of God when hewasabout to makethe
tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou makeall things
according to the pattern shewed to theein themount.”

Let usalsoread Hebrews 10:1; "For thelaw having a
shadow of good thingsto come, and not thevery image
of thethings, can never with those sacrificeswhich they
offered year by year continually makethe comersthere-
unto perfect.”

Putting these threetextstogether we can seethat God,
by Jesus, did abolish and nail alaw to thecross. Thiswas
alaw of shadows. It was not the Ten Commandments.
The Ten Commandments says nothing of meats, drink,
new moons, feast days, holy dayswhich areyearly Sab-
baths. Thelaw referred to herewaswhat iscalled " The
Law of Moses." Moseswrote in abook the sacrificial
and ceremonial law. Inthisbook werewritten down cer-
tain feastsconnected with yearly Sabbaths. Some of these
were, Thefeast of unleavened bread, Thefeast of taber-
nacles, Theday of atonement, Theday of Pentecost, etc.
Thefeast of unleavened bread wasinthe Spring fromthe
fifteenth to thetwenty-first day of thefirst month of Abib
which means spring. Thefifteenth and twenty-first days
were both kept as Sabbath days by Israel and are till
considered as such by Israel. Thefeast of tabernacles
wasobserved intheFall from thefifteenth to twenty-first
day of the seventh month of theyear. Thefifteenth and
twenty-first day of thismonthwasand till isobserved as
yearly Sabbathsby Israel. The day of atonement, which
falls on the tenth day of the seventh month wasandis
celebrated asayearly Sabbath by Isragl. Theday of Pen-
tecost which falsfifty daysafter Passover inthe Spring of
the year was and is celebrated as ayearly Sabbath by
Isradl. It isthese holy daysand Sabbathsthat were abol-
ished at the cross by Jesus Christ, not the seventh day
Sabbath of the Ten Commandments. As shown previ-

PAGE SEVEN




ously the seventh day Sabbath wasnot given asaresult
of sin but was made as part of Creation beforesin ever
entered.

Theyearly Sabbaths of the Mosaic or Ceremonial
law had to do with sacrificeswhich werearesult of sin.
When Chrigt died on Calvary and put an end to sacrifices
He also abolished these yearly Sabbaths as stated in
Colossans2:16.

L et usnow read atext that showsthat theyearly Sab-
bathswere made soldy for specific sacrifices. InLeviticus
23 after enumerating theyearly feastsand the sacrifices
connected with them, thisishow God putsit in verses
37-38: "Thesearethefeastsof theLORD, whichyeshal
proclaimto beholy convocations, to offer an offering made
by fireunto the LORD, aburnt-offering, and ameat-of-
fering, asacrifice, and drink-offerings, EVERY THING
UPON HIS DAY: Beside the Sabbaths of the LORD
(The seventh day Sabbath), and beside your gifts, and
besideall your vows, and besideall your freewill offer-
ings, whichyegiveuntothe LORD." Theseversesshould
prove conclusively that the yearly feast daysand Sab-
bathswere added and wereto be done, Beside the Sab-
bath of the Lord. Asstated before the seventh day Sab-
bath wasin force beforesin, not asaresult of sin. The
seventh day Sabbath is part of the Ten Commandments
whichistheeternal law of God and therefore cannot be
changed or abolished. Theyearly Sabbathswhichwerea
part of the ordinancesof the handwriting of Mosescould
be and were abolished by Christ. Only one Sabbath re-
mainsto be kept by the Christian and that isthe seventh
day Sabbath which isthe fourth commandment of the
decalogue.

The last thing the devil wants you to do IS to win a
soul definitely to Christ. If you don't believeit, try it.
The devil will let you go to prayer meeting, He will
let you talk on religious subjectsand do " many mighty
deeds," if only you will stop short of persuading me
into accepting Christ asLord and openly confess Him
e men.

-Charles M. Alexander
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DUTY AND REWARD

BY O.D. GRIMM

Thechurchisabody composed of many members.
Weread, "For asthe body isone, and hath many mem-
bers, and al membersof that one body, being many, are
onebody: sodsoisChrigt” (I Corinthians12:12). Verse
27reads. "Now yearethebody of Christ, and members
inparticular.”

That the Church is the body of Christ we read in
Ephesans1:22-23." And hath put al thingsunder hisfest,
and gave himto bethe head over dl thingsto thechurch,
Whichishisbody, thefulnessof himthat fillethall inal."

Thechargetothe overseerswasto feed the" Church
of God" which he hath purchased with His own blood
(SeeActs20:28)."...Christ also loved the church, and
gave himsdlf for it; that he might sanctify and cleanseit
withthewashing of water by theword" (Ephesians’5:25)-
26). It took more than silver and gold to redeem the
"Church of God." God could easily havegiventhat, but it
took the preciousblood of Jesus. Seel Peter 1:18-19. In
thiswas God'slove manifested. Jesuswillingly shed His
blood for the Church, thus showing Hisgreat lovefor it.
We, therefore, should show the samelovefor the Church
that was purchased with the blood of the Son of God.
Hence, the Church issomething that was purchased, and
each member being apart of the Church should be active
inservicefor theLord.

Therearemany perishing for thewant of thebread of
life. Tonot do our duty ingiving thiswill classusasun-
profitable servants. If therewas not areward awaiting
everyonethat isstriving to save souls, there would be
nothing to prompt us, but thereisagreat reward. "...in
due season we shall reap, if we faint not." We can be
assured that our "labor isnotinvainintheLord.” When
all isdonethat can be done on thisearth by thefaithful
laboring of God'sservantsin Hisvineyard, then"The Son
of man shall send forth Hisangels, and they shall gather
out of Hiskingdom all thingsthat offend, and themwhich
doiniquity; and shdl cast theminto afurnaceof fire; there
shall bewailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall therigh-
teous shineforth asthe sun in the kingdom of their Fa-
ther..." (Danie 12:3).
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[ Timothy 2:15: * Sudy to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.”

Thisismy third article on how we should go about
“Rightly Dividing” God's Scripturesand how we should
read the Biblefor acompleteunderstanding. A few critical
componentsare used to understand and comprehend any
document weread: Purpose, Context, and Substantiation.
Part 1. discussed applying the correct PURPOSE. Part
2. discussed applying CONTEXT asweread. Today's
articlelooksat SUBSTANTIATION.

Substantiation means that as we read the Bible,
understanding comesfrom validating or testing thetruth
andtherdliability of what isbeing said. Thebest starting
sourceiscross-referencing. Somerefer tothisas®using
Scriptureto proveitself.” A cross-referenceisamarker
(Thetiny lettersand numbersinthemargin of your Bible.)
They direct the reader to another location in
the Bible whereyou can find the samerelated wordsand
themes. It givesthebook, chapter, and versewithout any
comment.

When it comes to the value of cross-references,
the New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge (a Bible
referencelibrary) saysthefollowing:

“ ... thisisthe way which the Savior Himself studied
and discussed Scripture (Luke 24:27,44; John 1:45;
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By David Royer

Part 3

5:39). It is the way which the Apostle Paul used to
expound and explain the Bible (Acts 17:2,3).
Reflections of this method of studying Scripture can
be seen in the way the Apostle Paul quotes a series of
textsof Scripturein hisepistles (see especially Romans
3:9-18). So, while there are many other valuable
methods of Bible study, the method of comparing
Scripture with Scripture ... is certainly a valid, if not
the best, method of Bible study. Cross-references
should always be the first tool you consult when
studying Scripture. When you let Scripture speak for
itself, it does a remarkable job.”

Note: Unlikethetext of the Bible, cross-references
arenot perfect and not without error. Thesewereputin
place by publishersand accurate so far asthe publisher
could check them. Some cross-referencesmay lean one
waly or another on doctrinal/theol ogical issues. Aswith
any biblica tool, beawareof itslimitations.

PROPHECY FULFILLED ASVALIDATION

Thefulfillment of biblica prophecy isanother evidence
of theBible'sreliability. Accordingtoarecent articleby
Wayne Jackson: “How Many Prophecies Are in the
Bible?’ source: ChristianCourier.com. Accessdate: April 22, 2021.
https./Amnwww.christiancourier.conVarti cl es/318-how-many-
prophecies-are-in-the-bible

PAGE NINE




“Variousbookscite different figures, depending upon
the manner in which one counts the prophecies. For
example, one writer may count a single verse as a
prophecy, whileanother may seethreeor four prophetic
elements within the same passage. J. Barton
Payne's Encyclopediaof Biblical Prophecy lists1,239
propheciesin the Old Testament and 578 propheciesin
the New Testament, for atotal of 1,817.”

Herearejust afew fulfilled prophecies:

*  Destruction of thecitiesof Tyre, Sidon, Babylon,
Nineveh, Memphis, and Thebes

*  |sradl’slong-awaited Messiah would begin His
public ministry 483 yearsafter theissuing of a
decreeto restoreand rebuild Jerusalem

*  Bethlehemwould bethebirthplaceof our Messiah,
and He would be from the tribe of Judah; The
Messahwould becaled Immanue , meaning“ God
withus’; Judas'sbetraya money would be used
inPotters fied.

*

Jesuspredicted that Hiswordswould beeverlasting

*

Jesus predicted that Hewould be betrayed by one
of Hisowndisciples

MULTIPLE SOURCESAS VALIDATION

Archaeology, geography, and science provide
information that confirmsvarious Bible statements.
The excavation of Jericho revea ed that thewalls of this
city didfall, asdescribedin thebook of Joshua. Skeptics
oncedismissed theHittite nation asbeing amyth madeup
by Hebrew authors. Thismyth hasbeenturnedintofact.
Other biblical historical claims have been verified.
Sciences, with their biasesand uncertainties, are helpful
forvdidationbut falible.

Historiansand at least 35 identified authorsvalidate

theBible. Non-Biblebelieverswill tell youthat you cannot
assumetheaccuracy of our Bibleby usingitself asproof.
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They believethat thiscreatesillogic circular reasoning. |
would ONLY agreeif therewere oneauthor.

You see, the Bible should be thought of as 66 ancient
documents, all of which stand or fall on their own. To
assessthem as one document, onemust assumeasingle
author. But thisisnot the case. There are aleast 35
individual authorsthat wrotethe 66 booksof the Bible.

Just the New Testament alone has 27 documented
storiesand narratives of Jesus. When you examinethe
writingsof other ancient historica eventsand persondities,
you will find that they have nowhere near the number of
documented writings and authors discussing the same
episodes, al within 60-70 years after theevents.

Evidence by outside sources is helpful but not
necessary. They could never conclusively provethat God
inguiredtheBible. Wemust havefaith and belief. Romans
10:17: “ Sothenfaith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
theword of God.” Therefore, we must accept the Bible
itsdlf asdl theevidenceweneed for SUBSTANTIATION
and confirmation of our faith.

GIVE YOUR BEST
| havethebest intentions
Asl greet thedawn of each day;
Giving God dl the glory and honor
For what | might do on theway.
Butdol liveup to each moment
Of guarding each thing that | do?
| haveto keep asking the question:
God, isthispleasingto You?
Can| honestly say to abrother
| loveandforgiveyou, my friend?
For soinmy judging of others
Ishow I'll bejudged intheend.
Havel left somekind word unspoken?
Or withheld thetouch of ahand?
At theend of theday, can | honestly say
I'vedonethebest that | can?
Andwhentheday isover,

And | am seeking my rest;
Can| honestly say, asdownmel lay
Thisisoneday I'vegiven my best?
Betty Whetstone
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"Itisagood thingto give thanksunto the LORD, and
to sing praises unto thy name, O most High: To shew
forth thy lovingkindnessinthe morning, and thy faithful -
nessevery night" (Psalm 92:1-2). Let usgivetheLord
thanksfor Heisgood and Hismercy endureth forever.
The greatest thanksthat anyone can giveto God isfor
His Son JESUS, the only begotten Son He gavetothe
world whereby Hedied in our place. The Lord hasdone
so much for usand thereisso much morethat Hewill do
for us. Thanksgiving should flow from the heart of every
Chrigtian. We must dwaysgivethanks, whenthingsare
good and when thingsare bad.

Whenever we get on our kneeswe must alwaysthank
the Lord for all the teachings He has donefor us; this
should be the first in our prayers. The breath that we
breathe, Hehascontrol over it; therearetimesweforget
that. We must alwaysgive Him thanksfor having usto
seeanother day upontheface of theearth. Wedon't show
forth our thanks by the prayersonly, but by also singing
melody to the L ord: O sing unto the LORD anew song;
for hehath donemarvelousthings: hisright hand, and his
holy arm, hath gotten himthevictory” (Psalms98:1).

The comfort of food, clothing and shelter that we do
haveisgiven by theLord and onceagainwehavetogive
thanks. He strengthens our mortal bodies sowe can con-
tinueto givethanksand praise unto Hisholy name. The
merciesof God brought usout from theworld of dark-
nessto hismarvelouslight. That light that we do posses
should beableto shineout into theworld of darknessand
be ableto guide and carry peopletothelight. "O give
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By Sister Nesta John

GRENADA WEST INDIF

thanksunto the LORD; call upon hisname: makeknown
hisdeedsamong the people. Sing unto him, sing psalms
untohim: talk yeof dl thiswondrousworks' (Psalm 105:1-
2).

The Lord laid the foundation of the earth, that it
shouldn't beremoved forever. "Thou coveredst it with
the deep aswith agarment: thewaters stood abovethe
mountains' (Psalms104.5-6). Wethank you Lord for the
treesthat sway, thebirdsthat sing, thefishesthat swim,
riversthat peacefully flow between thebanksand somuch
more. "In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth” (Genesis 1:1). The earthiswonderfully made so
we can dwell therein. How sweet isthe sight of nature.
Let usgiveHimthanksand praise.

Jesus as our example gave God His Father thanks
over thefishesand theloavesof bread. " And hetook the
seven loaves and thefishes, and gavethanks, and brake
them, and gaveto hisdisciples, and thedisciplesto the
multitude” (Matthew 15:36). We as Christians should be
like Christ at all times. Paul and Silaswere beaten and
placedinto prison, but withdl that at midnight, they prayed
and sang praisesto the Lord. Jonah inthefish belly still
gave God thanks. "But | will sacrifice unto theewith the
voiceof thanksgiving; | will pay that that | have vowed.
Savationisof theLORD" (Jonah 2:9). Wenow asChris-
tiansmust give Him thanksfor the gospd becauseHehas
chosen usto spread thegospel. "And whatsoever yedo
inword or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanksto God and the Father by him" (Colossians

3:17).
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THE SIGNS
OF THE TIMES

If you have any items
of interest that you would like to
submit to this segment,
please send them to
The Church of God 7th Day
PO Box 328,
Salem, WV 26426-0328.

Asaboy | heard the saying, Red sky at night, sailors
delight. Red sky at morning, sailorstakewarning. Now
when | seeared sky at night, | anticipate aniceevening
and conversdly if | seeared sky inthemorning | look for
an approaching storm. Thesamewastruein Jesus’ time.
InMatthew 16:2 and 3weread, “ ...Whenitisevening,
yesay, It will befair weather: for thesky isred. Andin
themorning, It will befoul weather to day: for thesky is
redand lowring...” Sailorswould take these warnings
serioudy asthey sailed thehigh seas. They would prepare
for upcoming sormsthat they suspected lay ahead. They
took heed of these signs. Throughout time people have
looked for asignto discern onematter or another to help
themontheir journey of life. Canwediscernthesignsof
thetimesand be prepared? Thelast part of Matthew
16:3reads, “ O ye hypocrites, ye can discern theface of
the sky; but can yenot discernthesignsof thetimes?’

INCREASE IN KNOWLEDGE

Oneof thesignsof theendtimesgivenintheBiblewas
revedledinavisontoDaniel in Danid 12:4"But thou, O
Daniel, shut up thewords, and sedl thebook, eventothe
timeof theend: many shall runto and fro, and knowledge
shdl beincreased.” Weneed to bewatching for anincrease
in man'sknowledge to recognize that the end times of
Christ'sreturnisamost here.

R. Buckminster Fuller, an American architect, systems
theorist, author, designer, inventor, and futuri<t, created
the' knowledge doubling curve . Henoticed that until 1900
human knowledge doubled approximately every century
and by theend of World War 1 knowledgewasdoubling
every 25years. Only decades|ater, IBM predicted that
knowledge would double once every 12 hoursby 2020.
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Different typesof knowledgehavedifferent ratesof growth,
but itisgenerally acknowledged that human knowledgeis
increasing at an extraordinary rate.

Wemay havereached apoint whererelevant knowledge
isincreasing faster and in greater quantitiesthan wecan
absorb.  If knowledgewereincreasing a thesamerate
over time, handlingit al would still be challenging, but
the exponential growth of knowledge makesit al much
harder. However, whileknowledgeisincreasing, theussful
lifespan of knowledge is decreasing. We need to be
constantly replacing out-of-date knowledge with new
knowledge in a continuous process of unlearning and
learning.

The accelerating growth of knowledgeisnot all we
haveto contend with. We are now challenged with how
long that knowledge remains accurate and useful. Alvin
Toffler, futurist and author of the book Future
Shock (1970), suggested that “theilliterate of the 21st
century will not bethosewho cannot read and write, but
thosewho cannot learn, unlearn, andrelearn.” Wemust
reglizewhat knowledgeisrdevant and whichisoutdated.
Thus, an even bigger issue is how long it takes for
knowledgeto become outdated, incorrect, or irrel evant.
Information that 10 yearsago was useful for 12 months
might only bevaluablefor 6 monthstoday.

When knowledgeisdoubling exponentialy, yet the
useful lifespan of thet knowledgeisdecreasing Sgnificantly,
you must declutter yoursalf of uselessknowledge.

TAKINGALOOK BACK

1945 Theideaof thecommunicationssaelite, aspace-
based signa mirror” that can bounceradio waves
from onesideof Earthto the other.

1947 Theinvention of the transistor, which allows
€l ectronic equi pment to be made much smaller

and |eadsto the modern computer revolution.

1950 Themaser (microwavelaser). Theword*“laser”

iscoined and thefirst optical laser isbuiltin 1958.

Stanford Ovshinksy deve opsvarioustechnologies
that make renewable energy more practical,
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1952

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1968

1969

including practical solar cells and improved
rechargeabl e batteries.

Percy Spencer accidentdly discovershow to cook
with microwaves, inadvertently inventing the
microwave oven.

American JohnW. Hetrick and German Walter
Linderer independently invent the automobile

arbag.
Indian physicistspioneer fiber optics.

US electrical engineer inventsthe TV remote
control.

First commercial nuclear power isproduced at
Cader Hall, Cumbria, England.

Soviet Union (Russiaand her alies) launch the
Sputnik space satellite.

Jack Kilby and Robert Noyce, working
independently, develop theintegrated circuit.

Thefirst computer-aided design (CAD) system
isdeveloped.

Invention of theLED (light-emitting diode).

Sketchpad invented, one of thefirst computer-
alded design programs.

IBM hel psto pioneer e-commercewithanairline
ticket reservation system called SABRE.

Development of the portable defibrillator for
treating cardiac arrest patients.

Invention of dynamic random access memory
(DRAM).

Inventing of a precise way of making single
crystalscaled molecular beam epitaxy (MBE).

World'sfirst solar power sation openedin France.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

1969

1969

1969

1960s

1960s

1971

1971

1973

1973

1975

1976

Before computersbecome portable, building an
€l ectronic book, nicknamed the Dynabook.

Invention of the CCD (charge-coupled device):
thelight-sensitivechip used in digital cameras,
webcams, and other modern optical equipment.
Astronautswalk onthe Moon.

Devel opment of the computer mouse.

Inventing compact discs.

Electronicink ispioneered at Xerox PARC.

First single-chip computer or microprocessor
built.

Martin Cooper develops the first handheld
cellphone (mobilephone).

A ampleway of linking computerstogether named
Ethernet.

Invention of public-key cryptography.

Applel islaunced: oneof theworld'sfirst persond
home computers.

1970s-1980s

1980s

1981

1981

1981

JamesDysoninventsthebagless, cydonicvacuum
cleaner.

Scientists sketch out how quantum computers
might work.

Devel opment of the Sony Wakmean, thefirg truly
portableplayer for recorded music.

IBM releases its own affordable personal
computer (PC).

The Space Shuttle makesitsmaiden voyage.

Laser eye surgery for removing cataracts
developed.
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1981

1983

1987

1989

1990

1991

1994

1994

1995

1996

1997

2001

2002

2005

2007

2007

Patent filed for flash memory—atypeof reusable
computer memory that can storeinformationeven
when the power isoff.

Compact discs(CDs) arelaunched asanew way
tostoremusic.

Development of DL P® projection—now used
Inmany projection TV systems.

I nvention of theWorld WideWeb.

Introduction of theMEGA 1, possibly theworld's
first radio-controlled wristwatch.

Creation of the first version of Linux, a
collaboratively written computer operating
sysem.

Perfection of the mathematics that make iris
scanning systemspossible.

Invention of Vol Pfor sending telephonecallsover
thelnternet.

Broadcast.com becomes one of theworld' sfirst
onlineradio sations.

WRAL-HD broadcaststhefirst high-definition
televison(HDTV) sgna intheU.S.

Electronics companies agree to make Wi-Fi a
worldwide standard for wirelessinternet.

Applerevolutionizesmusiclistening by unveiling
itsiPod MP3 music player.

iRobot Corporation rel easesthefirst version of
itsRoomba® vacuum cleaning robot.

A pioneering low-cost |aptop for developing
countriescalled OLPCisannounced by MIT.

Amazon.comlaunchesitsKindledectronic book
(e-book) reader.

Appleintroducesatouchscreen cellphonecaled
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theiPhone.

2010 Applerdeasesitstouchscreentablet computer,

theiPad.
3D TV dartsto become morewiddy available.

2013 Elon Musk announces * hyperloop” —agiant,

pneumatic tubetransport system.

2015 Supercomputers(theworld sfastest computers)
arenow amere 30 timeslesspowerful than human
brains.

2016 Threenanotechnologistswinthe Nobel Prizein
Chemigry for building miniature machinesout of

molecules.

2019 Google claims to have achieved “quantum
supremacy” —with a quantum computer that

cdculatesfaster than aconventiona one.

2020 DeepMind, Google/Alphabet’s artificial
intelligence computer program, crackstheclassic

problem of proteinfolding.

COMMENT - Isthereanything onthe abovetimeline
that you remember or that you do not understand? What
was popular when you wereyounger? Perhapsit wasa
record player or homeprojector. Istheresomething that
is now outdated or forgotten? Was a television or a
telephonenew to your generation? Perhapsit wasaword
processor or basic computer. To those of uswho are
older, thenew “ gadgets’ of thiseracan beoverwhelming.
Just when wethink we have one mastered, another takes
itsplace. Itisquiteevident that knowledgeisincreasing
at an unexpected rate. Increasein knowledge is now
reflectedinartificid intelligence. Artificid intelligence (Al)
referstothesmulation of human intelligence inmachines
that areprogrammed to think like humansand mimictheir
actions. Theterm may also be applied to any machine
that exhibitstraitsassociated with ahuman mind such as
learning and problem-solving.

As man's knowledge continues to increase let us
remember God’ sknowledgeistime essand never changes
andisever relevant and current for all ages.
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THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD

As Signs of the Times contained " Take a Look
Back" this picture to the left is from six years
ago at a Church Council Meeting.

Top rows left to right: Apostle Warren Randall
Jr. (Florida), Apostle Errol Noel (Grenada West
Indies), Apostle Jerry Womble (Texas), Apostle
Pascacion Tavizon (Mexico)

Bottom row left to right: Apostle Ricky Herrera
Sr. (Texas), Apostle Delwin Del.ong (deceased
West Virginia), Paul Herrera Sr. (Texas), Apostle
Septimus John (deceased Grenada West I ndies)

[l —

This past Council Meeting in Dallas, Texas as Apostle Warren Randall (front right) lays hands on newmy
ordained minister Brother Richard Santiesteban (center left and Brother Ben DeLong to his left). Other
Apostles around the circle starting front left going counter clockwise are Apostle Paul Herrera Sr., Apostle

Ricky Herrera Sr., Apostle Errol Noel, and hidden in the back are Apostle Jerry Womble and Apostle
Moises Torres (Mexico).
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BIBLE

Takenfrom TheHome Instructor Part | - If you'dliketo
receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 2- TheSureWord of Prophecy

QUESTION: By what meansisall Scripturegiven?
Answer: "All scriptureisgiven by inspiration of God,
andisprofitablefor doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for ingtructioninrighteousness' |1 Timothy 3:16.

QUESTION: For what purpose?
Answer : "That theman of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works' Verse 17.

QUESTION: Towhomdothethingsreved ed belong?
Answer: "Thesecret thingsbel ong unto the LORD our
God: but those thingswhich arerevealed belong unto us
andto our childrenforever..." Deuteronomy 29:29 That
IS, they belong to thehuman family.

QUESTION: What isthelast book of the Biblecalled?
Answer: "TheRevelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gaveuntohim..." Revelation 1:1.

QUESTION: What issaid of thosewho read or study

thisbook?
Answer: "Blessedishethat readeth, and they that hear
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uestions

and

AHSWG I'S

thewordsof thisprophecy, and keep thosethingswhich
arewrittentherein..." Verse 3.

NOTE: Thebook of Revelation, then, isnot only de-
signed to be understood, but ablessing is pronounced
upon thosewho read or study it. No onewould expect to
obtain ablessing by reading abook he could not under-
stand; hencetheimplication isthat hewho studiesthis
book understandsit.

QUESTION: How werethe Old Testament prophecies
given?

Answer : "For the prophecy camenot in old timeby the
will of man: but holy men of God spake asthey were
moved by the Holy Ghost” I Peter 1:21.

QUESTION: Whatissaid of theinterpretation of these
prophecies?

Answer: "Knowing thisfirst, that no prophecy of the
scriptureisof any privateinterpretation” Verse 20.

QUESTION: Ingivingtheir prophetic utterances, what
did the prophets seek?

Answer: "Recelvingtheend of your faith, eventhe sal-
vation of your souls. Of which salvationthe prophetshave
inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the
gracethat should comeuntoyou" | Peter 1:9-10.

QUESTION: By whose Spirit werethey actuated?

Answer: "Searchingwhat, or what manner of timethe
Spirit of Christ whichwasinthem did signify, whenit
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testified beforehand the sufferingsof Chrigt, andtheglory
that shouldfollow" Verse 11.

QUESTION: How did Peter confirm hisformer preach-
ing onthecoming of Christ?
Answer: "For wehave not followed cunningly devised
fables, when we made known unto you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses
of hismajesty” |1 Peter 1:16.

QUESTION: When did the apostle see the majesty
(kingship) of Christ, and hear the approbative words of
God?

Answer: "And thisvoicewhich camefrom heavenwe
heard, when wewerewith himintheholy mount” Verse
18.

QUESTION: What other and more certain evidence
did he have of the power and coming of Christ?
Answer: "Wehave asoamore sureword of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that yetake heed, asunto alight
that shineth in adark place, until the day dawn, and the
day star ariseinyour hearts' Verse 19.

QUESTION: Whenwereall the propheciesinthebook
of Daniel to beunderstood?

Answer: "But thou, O Daniel, shut up thewords, and
sedl thebook, eventothetimeof theend: many shdl run
toandfro, and knowledgeshdl beincreased” Daniel 12:4.
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THE GOSPEL
Psalm 78

Be not stubborn like your fathers,
A rebellious lot were they;,
They even stood therein His presence,
And heard Jesus Christ say His say.

A generation that set not their heart aright,
In His covenant they were not steadfast;
Many times their actions provoked Him,

And they continually stirred up His wrath.

But He, being full of compassion,
Remembered they were still only men;
Just like the wind that passes by quickly,
Or awisp of vapor, never being seen again.

He taught us the gospel in parables,
And he uttered dark sayings of old;
We are to cherish Histruth and His wisdom,
More valuable than silver or gold.

For the law of the Lord is perfect,
And his statutes are right and pure;
Converting souls and making wise the smple,
The testimony of the Lord is sure.

We should teach these truths to our children,
And keep sharing with generations to come,
About the signs, and wonders, and miracles,
And all the great things that Jesus has done.

More desirable than jewels or treasure,
We should study to show ourselves approved;

We shall not want if the Lord is our shepherd,
And we are those on whom His Spirit has moved.

Pat Evans
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THE
FOOD
CORNER

Directions
In alarge bowl, beat the cream cheese, sour
cream, sugar and vanilla until blended.
Add grapes and toss to coat.
Transfer to a serving bowl. Cover and refrigerate
until serving. Sprinkle with brown sugar and
pecans just before serving.

Throughout the Bible, smdll fruitslikefigs, grapes, and
pomegranateswere used widely in beverages, cakes, or
eaten asfresh fruit themsel ves. When the spies scoured
out theland of Canaan before crossing over to theland
God had promised the | sraglites, they returned with clus-
ters of grapes so large, they had to use a poleto carry
them.

"Whenthey cametotheValley of Eshcol, they cut down
abranch with asingle cluster of grapes so largethat it
took two of them to carry it on a pole between them.
They aso brought back samplesof the pomegranatesand
figs’ Numbers13:23.

Grapes contain resveratrol, a powerful antioxidant
known for guarding against colon and prostate cancer as
well asreducing strokerisk. They areasorichinvitamins
and mineralsand make great fresh or dried snacks.

Hereisasmplegreat tasting GRAPE SAL AD recipe
that you can makefor your family tonight - enjoy.

Ingredients
1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese, softened
1 cup sour cream

1/3 cup sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 pounds seedlessred grapes If you'd liketo contribute a kosher receipeto The
2 pounds seedless green grapes Food Corner pleasesend to Church of God 7th Day
3 tablespoons brown sugar P.O. Box 328 Salem, West Virginia 26426 or email
3 tablespoons chopped pecans christylgiggles@aol.com
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Objectionsto the Law of the Clean and Unclean

By David Del_ong

TheBiblemakesit very plain that we are not to eat of
unclean mesats. Even o, therearetill objections, by many,
against thisbelief. Let uslook at some of the objections.
Geness9:3daes. "Every movingthing that liveth shal be
meat for you; even asthegreen herb havel givenyou al
things." Someone might say, see, the Lord hasgivento
us every moving thing to eat. But did He really? The
Bibleclarifiesthisby saying, "evenasthegreen herb have
| givenyoual things." TheLord did not giveall green
herbsto manto eat. L et us go back to the beginning of
Creation to seewhat the Lord gaveto mankind to ezt.

Genesis1:29-30reads: "And God said, Behold, | have
givenyou every herb bearing seed, whichisupontheface
of dl theearth, and every treg, inthewhichisthefruit of a
treeyielding seed; toyou it shal befor meat. Andto ev-
ery beast of theearth, and to every fowl of theair, andto
every thing that creepeth upon theearth, whereinthereis
life, | have given every green herb for meat: and it was
30." God gaveto mankind "every herb bearing seed, which
isupon the face of al the earth, and every tree, in the
whichisthefruit of atreeyielding seed.” That doesnot
include every green herb. Mankind could eat, therefore,
grains, vegetablesand fruits, and afew other plants. Ac-
tualy, the L ord divided the plants up between what man-
kind could eat and what the animalscould eat. The ani-
malswereto eat "every green herb for meat." Therefore,
animalscould eat grains, fruitsand vegetables, grasses,
leavesoff of trees, etc.

TheLord saidin Genesis9:3, "even asthegreen herb
havel givenyoual things." Therewasadivision between
what mankind could eat and what the animalscould est.
Therefore, wewould expect asimilar division between
what meatsmankind could east and what theanima scould
eat. Mankind could eat only clean meatsand theanimals
could eat all meats.

Someone might object that thelists of clean and un-
clean meats are found in Leviticus chapter 11 and
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Deuteronomy chapter 14 making theliststo beunder the
law of Moseswhich hasbeen done away. However, the
L ord di stingui shed between the clean and unclean centu-
riesbeforethelaw of Moses, even at thetime of Noah
(see Genesis 7:1-8 and 8:20). Furthermore, we read
about atimewhen the Lord will return to the earth and
how Hewill feel about unclean meatsat that time. Wego
to the book of Isaiah chapter 66, verses 15-17: "For,
behold, theLORD will comewithfire, and with hischari-
otslikeawhirlwind, torender hisanger with fury, and his
rebukewith flames of fire. For by fireand by hissword
will the LORD plead with all flesh: and thedain of the
LORD shdl bemany. They that sanctify themselves, and
purify themselvesin the gardensbehind onetreeinthe
midst, eating swine'sflesh, and theabomination, and the
mouse, shall be consumed together, saiththe LORD."
TheLord, at that time, will "plead with al flesh.” That
includesall of mankind, not just the Jews.

It lsoisobjected that Jesuscleansed al meatsin Mat-
thew 15:1-11. But Jesuscame under thelaw (Galatians
4:4) and therefore He had to fulfill thelaw and couldn't
just changeit. Many yearslater Peter said that "I have
never eaten any thing that iscommon or unclean” (Acts
10:14) showing that Jesushad not cleansed unclean mests.

L et us turn to Romans, chapter 14. Verses 1 and 2
read: "Himthat isweak inthefaith receiveye, but not to
doubtful disputations. For one believeth that he may eat
al things: another, who isweak, eateth herbs.” Itiscom-
monly thought that hewho believeshemay eat dl things
isincluding unclean meets, aswell. Thebigissuein Paul's
day was ot about eating unclean meats but about eating
meatsthat were sacrificed toidols(seel Corinthians8
and 10). Somebelieved that they could eat meatswhich
weresacrificed toidols. Other brethren ateonly herbs.

Itisamost serious mistaketo think that the Lord has
cleansed unclean meats, and He even warns us not to
consumethem lest wefdl under Hisjudgment.
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LESSON |
JOSIAH ISSLAINAT MEGIDDO

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles35:1-27.

GoldenText: Il Chronicles35:23.
"Andthearchersshot at king Josiah: andtheking said

to hisservants, Have meaway; for | am sorewounded.”

NOTE: Josiah began hisreign whenhewaseight, and at
theage of twelve began toform thekingdom. In our last
lesson, welearned about finding of thebook by Hilkiah.
Then he began athorough reformin Judah. Let us see
now why Josiah waskilled.

1. What werethey observingin Jeruslem?I1 Chronicles
35:1-2.

2. Where were the Levities to place the holy ark? 1
Chronicles35:3.

3. For what werethe peopleinstructed to make prepa-
ration?11 Chronicles 35:4-6.

4. What did Josiah giveto the people? 11 Chronicles
35:7-8.

5. Read Il Chronicles 35:9-14, and then describe the
serviceinyour ownwords.

6. What else did they keep besides the Passover? ||
Chronicles35:15-17.

7. After the keeping of the Passover, who came up to
fight against Josiah, and what messagewasgiventohim?
[1 Chronicles35:20-21.

8. Did Josiah hearken unto Necho? What happened to
him?11 Chronicles 35:22-23.

9. Did Josiahdieasaresult of hiswounds?!l Chronicles
35:24.
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LESSON |
JERUSALEM WHOLLY DESTROYED

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles36:1-21.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles36:16.

"But they mocked the messengers of God, and de-
spised hiswords, and misused hisprophets, until thewrath
of the LORD arose against hispeople, till therewasno

remedy.”

NOTE: Wehavejust finished studying about Josiah, king
of Judah, who was arighteous ruler. The people were
idolaters, and for the 57 years of the wicked preceding
reigns, Jehovah had almost been removed from the
peopl€'sthinking. Josiah'sreign delayed, but could not
avert, thefast approaching end of thekingdom. Weare
going to study now briefly about thereign of thelast kings
of Judah beforethe destruction of Jerusalem.

1. Who was made king upon the death of Josiah? How
old was he, and how long did hereign? 11 Chronicles
36:1-2.

2. What happened to Jehoahaz, and who then wasmade
king over Judah and Jerusalem?11 Chronicles 36:3-4.

3. How old was Jehoiakim, and how long did hereign?
[1 Chronicles36:5.

4. WWho came up against Jehoiakim?What happened to
him, and whoreigned in hisstead?11 Chronicles 36:6-8.

5. How old was Jehoiachin when he began to reign?
Whowasmadeking in hisplace? 1 Chronicles 36:9-10.

6. How old was Zedekiah, and how long did hereign?I|
Chronicles36:11.

7. The Lord sent messengersto His people. Did they
hearken unto them?11 Chronicles 36:14-16.

8. Who did the L ord cause to come upon the people?
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What did they do to the house of God? Il Chronicles
36:17-20.

LESSON |1
CAN WE HIDE OUR SINSFROM GOD?

ScriptureReading: Genesis3:1-14.
Golden Text: Proverbs15:3.

"Theeyesof theLORD areinevery place, beholding
theevil andthegood.”

NOTE: We have finished our study of the book of |1
Chroniclesand the destruction of Jerusalem. Wewill now
study tolearn if God seesour actionsand if we can hide
our Sins.

1. Doesthe Lord see dl that we do? Job 34:21-22;
Proverbs15:3.

2. Canour sinsbehidden from God? Jeremiah 16:17.

3. According to David'stestimony, isthere any place
wherewe can hidefrom the Lord? Psalm 139:23-24.

4. What issaid of thosewho try to hidetheir sinsfrom
God?Numbers 32:23 (last part); | Corinthians4:5.

5. Canwe hideanything that shall not be known?Mat-
thew 10:26; Luke 12:2.

6. What isthe day of judgment called, and what great
event will take place? Romans 14:1-12; Ecclesiastes
12:14; 11 Corinthians5:10.

NOTE: Someonemay wishtotell thestory of Ananias
and Sapphiraand what happened to them. Another may
tell how Achan'stheft wasrevealed and how hewas pun-
ished. It will be the same way as the day of judgment
when every sinthat was not confessed will berevealed.

Answersto Bible Story Acrostic-R. Abram; | kindred;

G give; H. South; T. altar; E. seed; O. Lot; U. mountain;
S. Sarai; N. Haran; E. tent; S. blessing; S. curse.
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LESSON IV
PRAISING THELORD

Scripture Reading: Psalm 9:1-10.
GoldenText: Psaim 106:1.

"Praiseyethe LORD. O givethanksuntothe LORD;
for heisgood: for hismercy endureth for ever.”

NOTE: Weshould praisethe Lord daily. When you say
your daily prayer, do not forget tofirst praisethe Lord
beforeyou ask blessingsfrom Him. Prayer and praisego
together.

1. How oftendid David praisethe Lord? Psalm 34:1;
145:2.

2. How areweto servethe Lord? Psalm 100:2.
3. How areweto comeinto His courts? Psaim 100:4.
4. Why should we praisethe Lord? Psalm 100:5.

5. How often should we praisethe Lord? Ephes ans 5:20;
| Thessalonians5:16.

6. Whenweoffer praiseunto God, whom doweglorify?
Psam 50:14-15.

7. Should the poor praisetheLord also? Psalm 74:21.

8. After God reved ed theking'sdream to Daniel, how
did hepraisesHimfor this? Daniel 2:23.

Answersto Greatest In The Kingdom-When asked, "who
isthegreatest in the kingdom of heaven?' Jesuscalled a
littlechild unto him. He set the childinthemiddle of them
and said, "whosoever therefore shall humble himself as
thislittle child, the sameisgreatest in the kingdom of
heaven."

Answer to Bible Riddle on pagetwenty-two:
Noah - Genesis6:8-13
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HOW WILLIAM WON

Just asthe clock struck two, the door opened, and
William Raddliff hurried throughthehal carrying hisvio-
lin.

Attheageof seven, William had shown suchamarked
tastefor musicthat hisparentshad sacrificedtogivehim
lessonson hisviolin. Now, at the age of twelve, hewas
earning money to pay for them himself.

A few monthsbefore the story opens, agresat violin-
ist, Mr. Frederick Van Fossen, had made awonderful
offer to theboysunder thirteen. A valuable Stradivarius
wasto be givento onewho, onthefirst day of January,
played themost skillfully and pleasingly for him.

Knowing the old musician'sodd ways, Williamwas
working hard on an especialy difficult piece, hoping that
hewould bethefortunate boy towintheviolin.

William belonged to a Sabbath school classwhich
had for its motto "Win One." He had never tried to do
this, for he himsalf had not yet beenwon for Jesus. But on
thisday, ashelistened to the earnest words of histeacher,
anew light entered hissoul, and heresolved that not only
would hetake Jesusas his Saviour, but that hewould try
to"WinOne" for Him.

The next afternoon he wasto play before Mr. Van
Fossen. As he was walking toward the studio, agreat
conflict wasraginginhissoul. Knowing theold gentleman
to besatisfied, William felt that herewashisopportunity
to"Win One for Jesus. But what could hedo or say?If he
asked Mr. Van Fossen to take Jesus as his Saviour, the
old man might become angry and refusetolistento his
playing.

Then suddenly, as he stood in the presence of the
noted musician, agreat resolveformedin hismind.

Quickly, lest he should becomefainthearted, hedrew
hisbow acrossthe strings. Then softly and tenderly he
played the strains of theold familiar hymn, "Jesus, | My
CrosshaveTaken."

Ashefinished playing, Mr. Van Fossen aroseand led
him to thedoor. "My chanceto wintheviolinisgone,
Mother,” said Williamalittlel ater, ashetold her thestory.
"I did not play the pieceonwhich | had practiced, for |
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wanted to win him for Jesus, and now | havelost every-
thing."

But just asthe sun wastouching with golden fingers
the peaks of the distant hills, and painting the sky with
myriads of wonderful colors, a note was delivered to
William. Thewordsof themessagewere, "Comeand see
meat once - Frederick Van Fossen.” Breathlesdy, Will-
iam entered for the second timethebeautiful studio of the
noted individua. Would hebeangry withhim?

"My boy," said theold gentleman, "Why did you play
that hymnfor metoday?' AsWilliamtold hisaccepting
Jesus as his Saviour, and explaining hisdesireto 'Win
One' For Him, thetearstrickled down the man'schest.

"That wasmy mother'sfavoritehymn,” hesaid. "When
you played it thisafternoon, | fancied | heard her voice
calling meto take Jesus as my Saviour. My boy, your
Captainismy Captain. Thisday beginsanew lifefor me.
Hereistheviolin. You havenot only wonit, but you have
"Won One for the Lord Jesus.”

MyaRodriguez and Joseph Buechner from the San An-
tonio, Texas Church entertaining theministersduring the
Church Council Meeting at Dallz ispas

Bible Riddle - | was born the son of Lamach

| found grace in the eyes of the Lord

| built an Ark - Eight of uswere saved from theflood.
Who are we?
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BIBLE STORY ACROSTIC
GENESIS 12:1-9

R. God asked to move to a new land (v.1).
I. Another namefor relatives (v.1).

G Opposite of receive (V7).

H. Direction opposite of north (v.9).

T. Place where sacrifices are offered in worship
(v.8).

E. " unto thy will I givethisland" (v.7).
O. Abraham'sbrother'sson (v.5).

U. Higher than a hill (v.5).

S. Wife of Abram (v.5).

N. Abraham was 75 years old when he left this

place (v.4).
E. Abrahamlivedin a (v.8).
S. "thou shalt be a " (v.2).

S. Opposite of bless (v.3).
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GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM
Matthew 18:1-10; Mark 9:33-37; Luke 9:46-48

Cross out one letter in each word below to spell a
new word and discover the answer to this puzze.
Then write your own message and put one extra
letter in each word. Ask a friend to solve your
puzze.

SWHEN LASKED, “WHOM HIS THEN

GREATESTE INN THEM KINGDOME OFF

SHEAVEN?” JESSUS CAELLED AS SLITTLE

CHIELD TUNTO SHIM. THE SEAT THEN

CHILDS TIN THEM MOIDDLE OFF STHEN

SAND SLAID, “WHOSOEVERS THEREFQURE

,a-nﬂ.l-
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COME TO HIM TODAY
By Ddl Del.ong

Our Lord reflects upon the day,

In Olive's path, He kneels to pray,
As others sleep on down the way,
Thetears, they fall asif to say,
Come help the Master through this day,
But all alone, He must stay -

Until the bitter end, HE'll pay,

For each and every sin today.

'‘Tisnow our sins have gone away,

If we will take the time to pray,
And accept Him in our heart today,
And ask forgiveness, He will say,
Your sin'sforgiven, and washed away.
Say true to God until that day,
When Jesus catches His saints away,
To be with Him on earth for aye.
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