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" But let a man examine him-
self, and so let him eat of that
bread, and drink of that cup” (I
Corinthians 11:28). The Apostle
Paul penned these words of
Scripture to the Corinthians
(and to us), reminding them that
before they partook of the
emblems of the Lord's body and

" Examine yourselves, whether
ye be in the faith; prove your
own selves. Know ye not your [\
own selves, how that Jesus
Christisin you, except ye be
reprobates?” (11 Corinthians
13:5). Again, the Apostle Paul
exhorts the Corinthians (and
us) to examine ourselves softhal!
we are sure that we belongito,

blood, that they first should
examine their lives to root out
any leaven that they found

the body of Christ, the Chure
of God. If we have been bafitiz
into Christ, we belong to Himgs

there.




eforeanswering thisquestion, let’slook at someoptions _

regarding thetiming and wording of the Crestion narretive
intheBook of Genesis.

On the 6th day of creation (Genesis 1:28), God said to
AdamandEve,“...Befruitful,and multiply, and replenish
theearth...”. Replenishimpliesto“refill” or “makefresh”.
Could our world have, once upon atime, sustained life
(likethedinosaurs) and then bedestroyed to the beginning
point of Genesis1:2, “ And the earth waswithout form,
andvoid...”?

Many theories have been offered, including that Satan
wascast out of heaven onto afunctioning “Pre-Adamic”
earth, corrupting it with giant lizardsand reptiles, winged
reptiles, and bony, thick-scaled fish. If thisgap theory
werecong dered, thisancient world would have been unfit
for human and other mammal habitation. Dinosaurswould
have been destroyed millionsof yearsbefore Noah built
hisArk.
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For their beliefs, | looked to the folkswho created the
NOAH’SARK REPLICA. Theorganization that built
Noah'sArk inKentucky is Answersin Genesis(AiG), a
“young Earth” creationist organization. ThisArkispart
of the Ark Encounter theme park in Williamstown,
Kentucky.

Asthisorganization’snameimplies, they believeina
“young Earth”, advocating biblical literalist. Inother
words, the Creation narrativein the Book of Genesisisa
historical fact, and theuniverse, Earth, and al lifeforms
(including dinosaurs) were created approximately 6,000
yearsago, contrary to the scientific consensus.

AiG'sanswer to “replenishtheearth” above: Whenthe
KJV wastrandated, “replenish” wasjust ascholarly word
for “fill” during the 13" through 17" centuries, per the
OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY.

CONTINUINGWITHLITERALISM
Source: https://answer singenesis.or g/dinosaur s/dinosaur s-and-
the-bible/
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In Genesis 1:29-30, the Bibleteachesusthat theoriginaly
created animals(and thefirst humans) were commanded
to be vegetarian. There were no meat eaters.
Furthermore, therewasno death. It wasan unblemished
world, with Adam and Eve and animals (including
dinosaurs) living in perfect harmony.

Sadly, it did not stay thisway for very long. Adamrebdled
against hisCreator, bringing sininto theworld (Genesis
3:1-7). God judged sin with death. The Bibleteaches
that therewasno desth of animasor humansbeforeAdam
sinned. (SeeGenesis2:17; Romans5:12; | Corinthians
15:21-22). Thismeansthere could not have been any
animal fossils(and dinosaur bones) before sin.

After Adam’s sin, animals and people started to die.
In Genesis6:12, weread that al flesh (manand animals)
had“ corrupted hisway upon theearth”. Perhapspeople
and animalswerekilling each other; possibly, dinosaurs
had started killing other animal sand humans. Inany case,
the Bible describes the world as “wicked.” God
commanded Noah to build agreat ship (theArk) so that
all thekindsof land animalsand birds (whichincluded
dinosaurs) and Noah'sfamily could surviveon board while
the Flood destroyed the entire Earth (Genesis6:17-19).

Somethink dinosaursweretoo many or too largeto go
onthisArk. However, therewerenot very many different
kindsof dinosaurs. Therearehundredsof dinosaur names,
but many weregivento just abit of boneor skeletons of
the same dinosaur found in other countries. Itisalso
reasonableto assumethat different sizes, varieties, and
sexes of the samekind of dinosaur have ended up with
different names. For example, look at the many other
varietiesand szesof dogs, but they aredl thesamekind—
thedogkind! Inredlity, theremay have been fewer than
50 kindsof dinosaurs.

God sent two of every (seven of some) land animal into
theArk (Genesis7:2-3, 8-9)—therewere no exceptions.
Therefore, dinosaurs must have been ontheArk. Many
cregtionistsarguethat the dinosaurstaken ontheArk were
juveniles, which would have been smaller and more
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manageable. Thisideaissupported by thefact that the
average size of adult dinosaurswas comparableto that
of ahorse, and most would have been even smaller than
afull-grown pig.

What happenedto al theland animalsthat did not goon
theArk? They drowned. Many would havebeen covered
with tons of mud as the rampaging water covered the
land (Genesis 7:11-12,19-21). Because of this quick
buria, many anima swould havebeen preserved asfossils.
If thishappened, you would expect evidence of billions
of dead thingsburied inrock layers (formed fromthis
mud) all over the Earth. Thisisprecisely what you do
find.

Our government, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS),
tellsusthat people and dinosaursdid not live together.
After thedinosaursdied, nearly 65 million years passed
before people appeared on Earth.

However, small mammals (including shrew-sized
primates) were aiveat thetimeof thedinosaurs. Some
scientistswho study dinosaurs now think that birdsare
direct descendantsof onelineof carnivorousdinosaurs,
and some consider that they represent modern living
dinosaurs. Thistheory remainsunder discussion and
showsthat westill don’t know much about dinosaurs.

Another theory or smple answer isthat “ God snapped
Hisfingers,” and dinosaurs (and other exotic animals)
walked aboard the Ark. Thisishow other non-natural
events are often attributed to biblical narrations. For
example, the complete annihilation of Sodom and
Gomorrah; the Red Sea parting; the burning bush; the
virginbirth; or the creation of an entireuniverse. If God
is omnipotent, what is the point of
thinking anything mentionedintheBibleisimpossble?

Thistruthisawaysan answer for any implausibility you
could find with Creation, theArk event, or others. Not
enoughroomontheArk? SNAP! Surethereis. If one
believesin the existence of an omnipotent being, how can
someone be concerned or stymied by “ challenges’ tothe
Ark narretive?

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




SUMMARY

The great dinosaurs that once roamed Earth are now
extinct; astowhy, no oneknowsfor sure. If onebegins
withanevolutionary view of history (for whichtherewere
no witnesses or written record), then thisway of thinking
will be used to explain the evidence that existsin the
present. Thus, theevolutionary explanationfor dinosaurs
isdescribed asthe secular worldview.

However, suppose one beginswith the biblical view of
history from thewritten record, of an eyewitness (God)
toall eventsof history. Inthat case, adifferent way of
thinking will be used to explain what animalsmadeitinto
the Ark. This biblical explanation is described as a
Christian worldview.

A gap theory sounds plausible and intriguing but raises
concernsabout recreation, death, and infallibility of the
Bible'swritten Word.

Somebiblical scholarshaveinterpreted the Creation and
catastrophic Flood episodesasallegories. Thisapproach
sees Genesis as a symbolic representation of more
profound spiritual and moral truthsrather than aliteral
m,ston account. TheBlbIehasmmydlegon&s Jesus
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Alwaysbelieve God'swordsand trust Hisgrace, "For in
him we live, and move, and have our being;..." (Acts
17:284). "GodisaSpirit: and they that worship him must
worshiphiminspiritandintruth” (John 4:24). Heisnot
anindividua who wasmade by art and man'sdevice of
wood and stone or any other material, butisaspiritua
Individua who can be everywhereat the sametime, and
who seesand knows, feelsand understands everything
sothat Hecantakeusthrough any difficult Stuation, trid,
tribulation, challenge, etc. "Forasmuchthen aswearethe
offgpring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead
islikeunto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and
man'sdevice" (Acts17:29). Hefed sour infirmitiesand
knowswheat to do for usbeforewe ask, because at times
our trisare so much that we don't know thewordswhich
we should offer in prayer. But God can understand our
groaningsin times of deep distress and bewilderment.
"Likewisethe Spirit aso helpeth our infirmities: for we
know not what we should pray for aswe ought: but the
Spirititsaf makethintercessonfor uswithgroaningswhich
cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts
knowethwhat isthemind of the Spirit, because hemaketh
intercession for the saintsaccording to thewill of God.
Andweknow that all thingswork together for good to
themthat love God, to them who arethecalled according
to hispurpose”" (Romans 8:26-28). He can do so much
forus.Andal wehavetodoistrustinHimwith all our
heart and lean not unto our own understanding; Inall our
wayswe must acknowledge Him, and Hewill definitely
direct our path (see Proverbs 3:5-6).

Whenwelook at theway Job handled hisinfirmities,
and how God delivered him miraculoudly, heheld hisin-
tegrity with God. Despitethefact that God alowed Satan
to tamper with all that he had: hischildrendied, and ev-
erything elsewastaken from him; hewas even covered
with sore boilsfrom the sole of hisfoot unto hiscrown;
and aso hiswifedidn't understand Job's challenges, but
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God did. And when hiswifetold himto curse God and
die, Job rebuked her and said, "...Thou speakest asone
of thefoolish women speaketh. What? shall wereceive
good at the hand of God, and shal wenot receiveevil?In
al thisdid not Jobsnwithhislips' (Job 2:10). TheApostle
James emphasi zed the endurance and patience of Job:
"Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have
heard of the patience of Job, and have seen theend of the
Lord; that theLord isvery pitiful, and of tender mercy"
(James5:11). And in the book of Job we seethe end of
Job'spatienceand tolerance, because athough hisfriends
cameand saw hissituation and sat down on theground,
and fasted with him, and couldn't speak aword unto him
for they saw hisgrief wasvery great, yet he had to pray
for them asinstructed by God becausethey didn't exalt
God asJob did. "And the LORD turned the captivity of
Job, when he prayedfor hisfriends: alsothe LORD gave
Job twice as much as he had before. Then came there
unto him all hisbrethren, and all hissisters, and all they
that had been of hisacquaintance before, and did eat breed
withhiminhishouse: and they bemoaned him, and com-
forted him over all theevil that the LORD had brought
upon him: every man also gave him apiece of money, and
every onean earring of gold. So the LORD blessed the
latter end of Job more than hisbeginning:" (Job 42:10-
12a).

Had Job died in the state he wasin, hisfriends and
relativeswould have spoken al manner of thingsagainst
him. But since he believed inthe Lord and trusted His
grace, and endured hisafflictions, theLord delivered him,
and blessed him miraculoudly, and hisfriendsand rela-
tivesreturned unto him. But when hewasin hislow es-
tate, and had nothing but sore boils, everyone scorned
himand didal manner of thingsuntohim. Yetintheend of
itall, and they saw how miraculously God healed him,
they returned unto himand even gavehimahel ping hand.
Job complained of thethingsthat had befallen him among
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hisfriendsandrdaives Hesad, "My kinsfolk havefailed,
and my familiar friendshaveforgotten me. They that dwell
inminehouse, and my maids, count mefor astranger: |
amandieninther sght. | called my servant, and hegave
meno answer; | intreated himwith my mouth. My breath
isstrangeto my wife, though | entreated for the children's
sake of mineown body.Yea, young children despised me;
| arose, and they spake againgt me. All my inward friends
abhorred me: and they whom | loved areturned against
me...And now am | their song, yea, | am their byword.
They abhor me, they fleefar from me, and sparenot to
spitinmy face...Upon my right hand risetheyouth; they
push away my feet,” (Job 19:14-19; 30:9-10, 124). Yet
atheendof it al, God hedled him and blessed him. " Then
camethereunto himall hisbrethren, and all hissisters,
and al they that had been of hisacquaintance before, and
did eat bread with himin hishouse: and they bemoaned
him, and comforted him over all theevil that theLORD
had brought upon him: every man also gavehim apiece
of money, and every onean earring of gold” (Job 42:11).
When David wasin histime of deep distressand re-
proach, when Saul was pursuing himtokill him, hewished
he could haveturned into abird and flown away into the
wildernessand been a peace. Attimesl, mysdf, fed that
way but wejust have to understand the words of God,
stand still and let Him have Hisway. Even when David's
own son conspired against him, he had to flee, but was
kept by God'sgrace; and at theend of it all hewas sor-
rowful at the death of Saul and hissons, and also at the
desth of hisown sonAbsaom. " And David lamented with
thislamentation over Saul and over Jonathan hisson:...Ye
daughtersof Isragl, weep over Saul, who clothed youin
scarlet, with other ddlights,” (11 Samuel 1:17,24a).
When Absalom conspired against David, he had to
fleefor hislife, and ashewent hewept bitterly knowing
what rage his son wasin concerning hissister. He had
aready killed hisbrother and now hewanted to be king
inthe stead of hisfather. God had aready giveninstruc-
tionswho wasto beking, therefore Absalom could not
prevail dthough hetook advantage of thesituation. David
humbled himself in the sight of the Lord, believed His
words, and trusted His grace, and he prevailed after
Absdomdied. "And David went up by the ascent of mount
Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head cov-
ered, and hewent barefoot: and all the peoplethat was
with him covered every man hishead, and they went up,
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weeping asthey went up” (11 Samuel 15:30). David wept
when Absal om conspired against him, and hewept again
after hedied, becauseAbsalom washisson and heloved
him despitethe situation and theway hetreated him. And
soit must bewith usasthe Scripture declares: toloveour
enemies. God said that Hewill recompense our reward,
and we have to trust Him on that. "And the king was
much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate,
andwept: and ashewent, thushesaid, O my sonAbsadom,
my son, my sonAbsalom! would God | had died for thee,
OAbsalom, my son, my son!" (11 Samuel 18:33).

So we see herehow David felt for hisson, but there
was another instance wherethefather could not shed a
tear, and that was when Nadab and Abihu died by kin-
dling strangefireunto theLord. Inthiscaseit wasdiffer-
ent becausethey sinned against God, and thiswasin con-
trast between thetwo situations. One Situation wasproph-
esied unto David by the Prophet Nathan, whilethe other
wasdistorting the ordinance of God, and God dealt with
itimmediately. Thisshowsusthat different Stuationswere
dealt with differently, but intheend all died for dealing
foolishly. Aaron had to believe God'sWord and trust His
grace and humble himself according to theinstructions
given by God to Mosesto speak unto him. "And Nadab
and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his
censer, and put firetherein, and put incense thereon, and
offered strangefire before the LORD, which he com-
manded them not. And therewent out firefromthe LORD,
and devoured them, and they died beforethe LORD...And
Mosessad untoAaron, and unto Eleszar and unto Ithamar,
his sons, Uncover not your heads, neither rend your
clothes, lest yedie, andlest wrath comeupondl thepeople:
but let your brethren, thewhole house of Israel, bewail
the burning which the LORD hath kindled. And ye shall
not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congre-
gation, lest yedie: for theanointing oil of theLORD is
upon you. And they did according to theword of Moses’
(Leviticus10:1-2,6-7).

When Paul, who was also known as Saul, persecuted
the people of God and got |ettersfrom the high priest to
do such, went in haste, but the Lord met him near Dam-
ascusafter Hehad seenit to betoo much for God's people.
And the Lord called out to him and said, "Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thoume?" (Acts9:4b). Thusat thesound
of Jesus voice hewas sore afraid and trembling; asked
the Lord what was his calling, and the Lord gave him
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instructionsand He also instructed Ananiaswhat to do
with Saul and He also told Ananiasthe things Saul would
haveto suffer for Hisname's sake because he persecuted
the Church of God. "And he trembling and astonished
said, Lord, what wilt thou have meto do?And theLord
said unto him, Arise, and gointo thecity, and it shall be
told thee what thou must do. And the men which jour-
neyed with him stood speechless, hearing avoice, but
seeing no man. And Saul arosefrom theearth; and when
hiseyeswere opened, he saw no man: but they led him
by the hand, and brought himinto Damascus. And hewas
three dayswithout sight, and neither did eat nor drink.
And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named
Ananias,...AndthelLord said unto him, Arise, and gointo
thestreet whichiscaled Straight, and enquireinthehouse
of Judasfor onecalled Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he
prayeth, And hath seenin avisionaman named Ananias
comingin, and putting hishand on him, that he might re-
ceivehissght. ThenAnaniasanswered, Lord, | haveheard
by many of thisman, how much evil he hath doneto thy
saintsat Jerusalem: And here he hath authority fromthe
chief prieststobind al that call onthy name. ButtheLord
said unto him, Gothy way: for heisachosen vessdl unto
me, to bear my name beforethe Gentiles, and kings, and
thechildrenof Isradl: For | will shew himhow greet things
he must suffer for my name'ssake. And Ananiaswent his
way, and entered into the house; and putting hishandson
him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that ap-
peared unto theein theway asthou camest, hath sent me,
that thou mightest receivethy sight, and befilled withthe
Holy Ghost. Andimmediately therefdl fromhiseyesasit
had been scdes: and herecelved sight forthwith, and arose,
and was baptized. And when he had received meat, he
was strengthened. Then was Saul certain dayswith the
discipleswhich wereat Damascus. And straightway he
preached Christ in the synagogues, that heisthe Son of
God" (Acts9:6-9,10a,11-20).

We see here what transpired with Saul before he be-
came Paul: how the Lord brought him into subjection,
and ashebelieved inthe Lord and trusted in Hisgrace,
theL ord'sgraceand mercieswere upon him mightily. Paul
became one of the best preachersin histime. He preached
so many wonderful messages, especialy when hewasin
prison, and the reason for hisimprisonment wasthat he
was preaching thetruth. And soit will bewithusaswell.
But despite the situation we have to keep focused and
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contend for thefaith that wasonceddivered untous. The
Apostle Judewarned: "For thereare certainmencreptin
unawares, who were before of old ordained to thiscon-
demnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God
into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and
our Lord JesusChrigt...Beloved, when | gaveadl diligence
towriteunto you of thecommon savation, it was needful
for meto write unto you, and exhort you that ye should
earnestly contend for thefaith whichwasonce ddlivered
untothesaints' (Jude4,3).

We must understand the ScriptureswheretheApostle
Paul declared: " There hath no temptation taken you but
such asiscommon to man: but God isfaithful, who will
not suffer you to betempted abovethat ye are able; but
will with thetemptation also make away to escape, that
yemay beableto bear it" (I Corinthians 10:13). Jesus
told Paul when he besought Him for healing merciesthat
Hisgracewassufficient for him. "Andlest | should be
exated above measurethrough the abundance of therev-
elations, therewasgivento meathornintheflesh,” (ora
certainalment). "For thisthing | besought the Lord thrice,
that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My
graceissufficient for thee: for my strengthismade perfect
inweakness." Paul emphasized: "Thereforel take plea-
sureininfirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in perse-
cutions, indigtressesfor Christ'ssake: for when| amwesk,
thenam| strong” (11 Corinthians 12:7a,8-9a,10). Amen.
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The Apostle Paul warned the Church of God in
Colossaeto beaware of certain falsedoctrinesand teach-
ings. Hewroteto themin Colossians 2:8: "Bewarelest
any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,
after thetradition of men, after therudimentsof theworld,
and not after Christ." | would liketo giveexamples, from
theBible, of such"philosophy and vain deceit” according
to "thetradition of men".

Thefirst philosophy of manwhich I will presentisa
perverted gospel. In Galatians 1:6-9, Paul warned the
Galatian Church of God of just such aperversion. This
passage reads: "l marvel that ye are so soon removed
from himthat called youinto thegrace of Christ unto an-
other gospel: Which isnot another; but there be some
that troubleyou, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.
But though we, or anangel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto
you, let himbeaccursed. Aswesaid before, sosay | now
again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than
that ye havereceived, let him beaccursed.”

The gospel isamessage about grace. Ephesians 2:8-
9informsus: "For by grace areye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it isthe gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boadt." However, many people
look at grace and lawkeeping as being opposites, and
thusthey exclude the Ten Commandments asapart of
the gospel message. But, even though we cannot keep
the Ten Commandmentsto earn our salvation, itisstill a
part of the message of grace. The purpose of God'sLaw
isto point out Sn. Romans 3:20tellsus. " Therefore by the
deeds of thelaw there shall no flesh bejustified in his
sight: for by thelaw isthe knowledge of sin.” And Ro-
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mans6:1-2 pointsout: "What shal we say then?Shall we
continueinsin, that grace may abound?God forbid. How
shdl we, that aredeadto sin, liveany longer therein?* So,

perverting the gospel messagewould beto teach against
thekeeping of God'smoral Law, the Ten commandments.

Another philosophy of manwhichisagainst thedoc-

trinesof the Bibleislegalism. Colossians2:16-17 warns
of thispractice. "L et no manthereforejudgeyouin mest,

or indrink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new
moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of

thingsto come; but thebody isof Christ.” The practiceof

legalismistryingto keep thelaw towork onesway into
God'skingdom. Most often, that law wasthelaw of Moses
whichincluded circumcision. Acts15:5isaclassic ex-

ampleof legdism. "But thererose up certain of the sect of

the Phariseeswhich believed, saying, That it was needful

to circumcisethem, and to command them to keep the
law of Moses." The apostleswere against this. Many a
person has become confused by the passage that we
guoted from Colossians 2:16-17. They believethat the
sabbathslisted in verse 16 are the weekly Sabbaths of
the Ten Commandments, and thusthey believethat these
Sabbaths have been abolished. But acareful reading of
Colossians2:16-17 teachesusthat these sabbaths, along
withtherest of verse 16, actually areapart of thelaw of
Moses, and not the Law of God. Meat and drink most
likely referstothemesat and drink offeringsgiven asapart
of thesacrificial system. Holyday and new moon refer to
theannual feast daysand practices of thelaw of Moses.
And "sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to
come;" aretheyearly sabbath days such asthe Day of
Atonement and the Feast of unleavened bread whichwere
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also apart of thelaw of Moses. Theweekly Sabbath of
the Ten Commandmentsisnot ashadow of thingsto come,
but is a part of the reality of God, as we have noted,
which pointsout sin. (For thelaw of shadowsasbeinga
part of thelaw of Moses, see Hebrews8:4-5and 10:1).

Also given asaphilosophy of manisthe practice of
mysticism. Colossians 2:18-19 reads:. "L et no man be-
guileyou of your reward inavoluntary humility and wor-
shipping of angels, intruding into thosethingswhich he
hath not seen, vainly puffed up by hisfleshly mind, And
not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints
and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit to-
gether, increaseth with theincrease of God." Apparently
the Col ossianswereworshipping angelsand practicing
other formsof mysticism, towhich theApostle Paul had
towarn them againgt. Today, thereisagreat fascination
with angelsand angdl jewdry isabigrage. Paul'swords
tothe Colossansaretill valid for ustoday.

Alsolisted asaphilosophy of manisgiven by Paul in
Colossans2:20-23. "Whereforeif yebedead with Christ
fromtherudimentsof theworld, why, asthoughlivingin
theworld, areye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste
not; handlenot; Which al areto perish with theusing;)
after the commandments and doctrines of men? Which
thingshaveindeed ashow of wisdominwill worship, and
humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to
the satisfying of theflesh.” Thisisthe philosophy of as-
ceticism. Itisaphilosophy of muchfastingandtryingto
kill the appetitesof theflesh by withdrawing fromthecom-
pany of others. Itisaphilosophy "after the command-
mentsand doctrinesof men." Thisphilosophy may sound
good, but it isman-driven and not God-driven.

TheA postle Jude writes about the man-made philoso-
phy of Gnosticism. Someof the elementsof Gnosticism
have aready been mentioned such asangel worship, as-
ceticism, and rejecting God's Law. Jude writesin Jude
1:4: "For there are certain men crept in unawares, who
were before of old ordained to this condemnation, un-
godly men, turning the grace of our Godinto lascivious-
ness, and denying theonly Lord God, and our Lord Jesus
Chrig." DenyingtheLord JesusChrist wasprobably from
the man-made doctrine of docetism, which taught that
Jesuswasatwo-fold being: Jesusbeing aman, and thus
falible, and Christ being Hisspiritua side, and thusinfal-
lible. Jude 1:10 says. "But these speak evil of thosethings
which they know not: but what they know naturally, as
brute beadts, inthosethingsthey corrupt themselves” This
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likely refersto the Gnostic practice of dandering God as
Hewasperceived inthe Old Testament, who they thought
wasunloving, cruel, and merciless.

The Nicolaitanswere apparently one of the Gnostic
groupswhichwereinvolvedinman-madepractices. They
are spoken of in Revelation 2:6 and 15. Scofield hasa
noteonthemwhich says: "If thewordissymboalicit refers
totheearliest form of the notion of apriestly order, or
"clergy”, whichlater divided an equal brotherhood (Mt.
23:8),into"priests’ and "laity." Referring tothe Churches
in Ephesusand Pergamus, wefind written: "But thisthou
hagt, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which
| dso hate...So hast thou a so them that hold the doctrine
of the Nicolaitanes, whichthing | hate." Wearenot told
by the Scriptureswhat that doctrinewaswhichtheLord
hated, but it most certainly involved the breaking of the
seventh commandment, " Thou shat not commit adultery.”

Moreistold about the practices of awoman called
Jezebel inthe Church of God in Thyatirain Revelation
2:20-23: "Notwithstanding | haveafew thingsagainst thee,
becausethou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth
herself aprophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants
to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto
idols. And | gave her spaceto repent of her fornication;
and sherepented not. Behold, | will cast her into abed,
and them that commit adultery with her into greet tribula-
tion, except they repent of their deeds. And | will kill her
children with death; and al the churchesshall know that |
am hewhich searcheth thereinsand hearts: and | will give
unto every oneof you according to your works."

Many of the Gnostic Christian Churcheswereinvolved
with adultery and fornication becausethey regjected God's
holy Ten Commandments. Again, the Ten Commandments
arenot designedto giveussavation. Only trusting inthe
sacrificia blood of Jesus can do that, and receiving Him
asour Lord and Savior. However, the Ten Command-
ments point out sin, and breaking them can make a per-
sonbelost.

Thelast practiceof manthat | will givetoday isthat of
skepticism. Skepticismisnot necessarily areligiousprac-
ticeof man, but | listit asaphilosophy whichisrampantin
our day and age. Second Peter 3:3-7 reads: "Knowing
thisfirgt, that there shall comeinthelast days scoffers,
walking after their ownlusts, And saying, Whereisthe
promiseof hiscoming?for sncethefathersfell adeep, dl
things continue asthey were from the beginning of the
cregtion. For thisthey willingly areignorant of, that by the
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word of God the heavenswere of old, and the earth stand-
ing out of thewater and inthewater: Whereby theworld
that thenwas, being overflowed with water, perished: But
the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same
word arekept in store, reserved unto fire against the day
of judgment and perdition of ungodly men." May theLord
blessyou al not to bedeceived by the philosophy of man.
So that we are not deceived, we must be:

The Children Of Light

In John chapter 12, verses 35-36, we find Jesus
speeking tothe Jewish People: " Then Jesussaid unto them,
Yet alittlewhileisthelight with you. Walk whileyehave
thelight, lest darknesscomeupon you: for hethat walketh
in darknessknoweth not whither hegoeth. Whileyehave
light, believeinthelight, that ye may bethe children of
light. Thesethings spake Jesus, and departed, and did
hidehimself fromthem.” Believinginthelight, of course,
meansbelievingin Jesus, Himsalf, andin Histeachings.

Referring to Jesus asthe Light, weturn to John chap-
ter 1, verses 6-10: "There was a man sent from God,
whose namewas John. The same camefor awitness, to
bear witnessof theLight, that al men through him might
believe. Hewasnot that Light, but was sent to bear wit-
nessof that Light. That wasthetrueLight, whichlighteth
every manthat comethintotheworld. Hewasintheworld,
and theworld wasmade by him, and theworld knew him

Theteachingsof Jesusareaso declaredto belight. In
| John 1:5-7 welearn: "Thisthenisthe messagewhichwe
have heard of him, and declareuntoyou, that Godislight,
andinhimisnodarknessat al. If we say that we have
fellowshipwithhim, andwalk in darkness, welie, and do
not thetruth: Butif wewak inthelight, asheisinthelight,
we have fellowship onewith another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ hisSon cleansethusfromal sin.”

Jesus spoke about Himself in John 8:12-14: "Then
spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | anthelight of the
world: hethat followeth me shall not walk in darkness,
but shall havethelight of life. The Phariseesthereforesaid
unto him, Thou bearest record of thysdlf; thy record isnot
true. Jesusanswered and said unto them, Though | bear
record of mysdf, yet my recordistrue: for | know whence
| came, and whither | go; but ye cannot tell whence
come, and whither 1 go."

Itwas God, Himself who commanded thelight to shine
out of darkness. Wereadin Il Corinthians4:5-6: "For we
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preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesusthe Lord; and our-
selvesyour servantsfor Jesus sake. For God, who com-
manded thelight to shine out of darkness, hath shinedin
our hearts, to givethelight of theknowledge of theglory
of Godinthefaceof JesusChrist." Andin Ephesans5:8-
14, welearn how the Ephesian brethren had come out of
darknessto experience God'slight. "' For yewere some-
timesdarkness, but now areyelightintheLord: walk as
childrenof light: (For thefruit of the Spiritisinal good-
ness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what isac-
ceptableunto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful worksof darkness, but rather reprovethem. For
itisashameevento speak of thosethingswhich aredone
of theminsecret. But dl thingsthat arereproved aremade
manifest by thelight: for whatsoever doth make manifest
islight. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest,
and arisefrom thedead, and Christ shdll givetheelight.”

Wemust believeinthe Light (Christ); wemust accept
andteachthelight (Christ'sdoctrine); we must shineour
light out of darkness (beawitnessto theworld); and if
weare asleep, we must awake and risefrom the dead to
receive Christ'slight. May our candles come out from
under thebushelsto givelight to al who areabout us(see
Matthew 5:14-16).

So great isGod'sand Christ'slight, that in the New
Jerusalem therewill be no need for the sun and moon.
Revdation 21: 23-24 reads. " And the city had no need of
thesun, neither of themoon, to shineinit: for theglory of
Goddidlightenit, andthe Lambisthelight thereof. And
thenationsof themwhich aresaved shal wak inthelight
of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and
honour intoit."
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI
THE MURRAIN
OF BEASTSAND PLAGUE OFBOILS

ScriptureReading: Exodus9:1-12.
Golden Text: Exodus9:6 (last part).

"...and all thecattleof Egypt died: but of thecattle
of thechildren of | srael died not one."

1. TheLord hasagain told Mosesto go unto Pharaoh
andtel himtolet hispeoplego. What will theLord doto
thecattleof theland if Pharaoh refusesto obey? Exodus
9:1-3.

NOTE: Murrain meansplague.

2. Would the cattle of the children of Israel die aso?
Exodus9:4.

3. What timedid the Lord set for thisthing to happen,
anddidthechildren of Israel lose any cattle? Exodus9:5-
6.

4. Pharaoh'sheart till washardened. What did the Lord
instruct M oses and Aaron to do? Exodus 9:8-9.

5. Did Mosessprinklethe ashesasthe Lord told him to?
What happened to man and beast? Exodus 9:10.

6. Wasthe boil upon the magicians? Exodus 9:11.

7. Did Pharaoh let the children of Israel go after this
plague? Exodus9:12.

LESSON 1|
THEPLAGUE OF HAIL

ScriptureReading: Exodus9:13-35.
Golden Text: Exodus9:24.

" Sotherewashail, and firemingled with the hail,
very grievous, such astherewasnonelikeit in all
theland of Egypt sinceit becameanation.”

1. Someof the Egyptiansfeared God. What did they do
and what did the Egyptiansthat did not listento God do?
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Exodus9:20-21.

2. What did the Lord tell Mosesto do, and what wasto
happen when he did this? Exodus 9:22.

3. What did God send with the hail ? Exodus 9:23-24.

4. Wheredidthehail fall, and did it affect the children of
| srael ? Exodus 9:25-26.

5. Pharaoh sendsfor Mosesand Aaron. What did hetd|
them? Exodus 9:27-28.

6. What then did Mosestell Pharaoh hewould do about
thehail?Did it stop? Exodus 9:29-30, 33.

7. What cropsdidthehail destroy, and which oneswere
not hurt? Exodus 9:31-32.

8. Whentherain, hail and thunder stopped, what did Pha-
raoh do? Exodus 9:34-35.

LESSON 111
THEPLAGUE OF LOCUSTS

ScriptureReading: Exodus10:1-20.
Golden Text: Exodus10:4.

" Else, if thou refuseto let my people go, behold,
tomorrow will I bringthelocustsintothy coast:"

1. Why did God harden Pharaoh's heart, and what was
Mosestotell hissons? Exodus 10:1-2.

2. What did Moses and Aaron say unto Pharaoh? Exo-
dus10:3-4.

3. Describewhat the next plaguewould belike. Exodus
10:5-6.

4. What did Pharaoh's servants say to him? Exodus 10:7.
NOTE: Pharaoh talksto Mosesand Aaron about
letting themen go. But when they discussthat young
and old, sonsand daughter sareto also go, Pharaoh
refusesto let them go. Exodus 10:8-11.
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Sabbath School L essons

5. Didthe L ord causethelocuststo come upontheland
of Egypt?Exodus10:12-14. Fromwhat direction did they
come?

6. What did thelocusts do to theland? Exodus 10:15.

7. What did Pharaoh say to Mosesand Aaron whenthe
locustswerein EQypt? Exodus 10:16-17.

8. Didthe Lord takethelocustsaway?What did Hedo
to Pharaoh? Exodus 10:19-20.

LESSON IV
THE PLAGUE OF DARKNESS

ScriptureReading: Exodus 10: 20-21.
Golden Text: Exodus10:22 (last part).

"...and therewasathick darknessin all theland
of Egypt threedays:"

1. Why didtheLord tell Mosesto stretch out his hand
toward heaven? Exodus 10:21.

2. How long did the darknesslast, and could the Egyp-
tiansdo anything during thistime? Exodus 10:22-23.

NOTE: Thechildrenof Israd had lightintheir dwellings.

3. What did Pharaoh tell Moseshe could do and not do?
Exodus 10:24.

4. What did Mosestell Pharaoh that they had to take
with them, and what were these thingsto be used for?
Exodus 10:25-26.

5. Did Pharaoh agreeto let the children of Israel go?
Exodus10:27.

6. What did Pharaoh finally tell Mosesto do? Exodus
10:28.

7. What wasM 0ses responseto Pharaoh? Exodus 10:29.
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GENERAL QUESTIONS
FROM THEOLD TESTAMENT

1. What high priest stopped aplague by swinging acen-
ser between theliving and the dead? Numbers 16:46-50.

2. What nation was saved by using moldy bread and
worn-out shoes? Joshua 9:11-27.

3. Uponwhat mountain did Noah'sark finally cometo
rest? Genesis8:4.

4. How wasthebunch of grapes carried from Canaanto
thechildren of Isradl inthedesert? Numbers 13:23.

5. What men were slain because they could not pro-
nouncetheletter "H"? Judges 12:6.

6. What great general was cured because he obeyed the
adviceof alittledavegirl ?11 Kings5:1-4.

7.What king asked awitch to help him out of histroubles?
| Samuel 28:7-8.

8. Who put hishand onthe ark of the covenant to steady
it?1 Chronicles 13:9-10.

9. Whowrestled dl night without knowing whom hewas
wrestling with? Genesis 32:24-29.

10. Who played he was a madman to escape from his
enemies?| Samuel 21:12-15.

11. What two cites were used to make the north and
south bordersof |sragl ?1 Samuel 3:20.

12. Who heard avoice coming out of awhirlwind? Job
38:1.
Answerson page 14

Answersto Elijah and Elisha on page 14

ltell 2.Baal 3.vineyard 4.Jezebel

5rain  6.Ahab 7.heaven 8.ail
9.Shunammite 10.son 11.Gehazi 12.Naaman
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ELIJAH AND ELISHA
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"Why areyou staring in your cocoon?' Cassandrathe
caterpillar asked.

"I'm reading amessagefrom God," said Bellathe butter-
fly."I'vebeen chosen for aspecial task."
Cassandrastretched up tall and clapped her hands. "How
exciting! | can't wait to hear about your adventure.”
Through thelong grass of the meadow Bellaflew. Six
ladybugs sat on bright red flowerswith yellow star cen-
ters. They were s pping sweet smelling nectar. " Join usfor
ascrumptiousmed," they said.

Bellasthroat felt dry, and the nectar looked so good. She
cleared her throat with determination. "I'monamission
for theLord. I'll be back soon."

"Congratulations,”" they squedled. "Wecan't wait to hear
about your adventures.”

Over thepond Bellasoared fivetiny brown frogs napped
between beautiful pink flowers. Thefrogsstretched and
sangtoBella. "Rest with usontheselovely petas.”
Thedark greenlily padswould be aniceplacetorest,
thought Bella. Shedidfed abit tired. Bellastopped flying
andfloated down for alanding. All of asudden oneof the
frogsstuck out histonguelookingto grab her. Bdllajerked
andflew upjustintime.

"You naughty frog! I'monamissionfor theLord; | won't
stoptorest withyou."

Under thetree branches Bellaflew. Four yellow spotted
lizardsbounced on creamy mushroomtops. " Come, jump
withus," they yelled.

Bouncing wasBellasfavorite game. It wastempting to
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STORY
stop and play. Bellatook abig breath, "I'd need to work

first. 'monamissionfor theLord."

"Goodfor you," they spoke. "We can't wait to hear about
your adventures.”

Besidealong bridge Bellasprinted. Threered antswere
carrying big greenleavesacross. "Canyou help uscarry
moreleaves?' they asked. "We'rehelpingafriendbuilda
new house."

Bellathought about the mission and their mission. Both
seemed like good joys, but if she stopped to help the
ants, shewouldn't have enough timefor her own task.
"I'msorry | canthelpyou,” shesad."I'monamissionfor
theLord, too: and | can't sparethetime.”
Theantsbecamevery angry. Onethrew arock at Bella.
"You'rebeing sdfish,” they cried.

Bellafelt very sad. Maybe she misunderstood the mes-
sageinthe cocoon. Perhaps she should have hel ped the
ants. Bellaswingssowed, drifting her around the barn.
Two horseskicked and jumped for joy. "Wereso glad to
seeyou, Bella"

Bellawas surprised they remembered her name. She had
only beenthisway oncebefore. She stoppedto sit onthe
raling.

"Don't stop now,” they said. "You 'reonamissionfor the
Lord."

Bellafelt encouraged to continue. Shewaved goodbye.
"Thank you, my friends."

With renewed determination Bellaflew next to thebird
bath, abovethe d eeping cat and beneath the porch. there
shefound Katiewith fresh tearson her cheeks.
Bellalanded carefully on Katie'stightly folded hands.
Bellasopened and closed her wingsvery dowly twotimes.
Katiesmiled and Bellajumpedintotheair performinga
spira dancefor thelittlegirl. Katie held out her hand and
Bdlalanded again.

"Thank you, God," thelittlegirl whispered.

Katiequickly raninsdethehouse. "Mom! God sent mea
butterfly. HEsanswering my prayer.”

Sheer joy rippled through Bellasheart. Shewasglad God
picked her for thismission.

Bellaflew out from beneath the porch, above the cat,
next to the bird bath, around the barn, besidethe bridge,
under the branches, over the pond and through the
meadow back to her home. There gathered together were
all her friendseager to hear about her adventures.
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