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In Memoriam —
Elder Delwin Del ong
1948 - 2021

“Well done...thou good and faithful servant.”

“But | would not have you to beignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even so them also which sleepin Jesuswill God bring
with him. For thiswe say unto you by theword of the
Lord, that wewhich aredive, and remain unto thecoming
of theLord, shal not prevent themwhich areadeep. For
theLord himsdlf shal descend from heaven with ashout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: andthedeadin Christ shdl risefirst: thenwewhich
arealive, and remain, shall be caught up together with
theminthecloudstomeettheLordintheair: and soshall
we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore, comfort one
another withthesewords’ | Thess. 4:13-18.

Delwin Paul DeLong, 72 of Salem West Virginia
passed avay unexpectedly onMarch 1, 2021 a hishome.
He was born in Vermont, son of the late Vernon D.
Del_ong and Elisabeth Royer Del_ong Schubach. Heis

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

survived by hiswife FawziaDawn Drake Delong and
two children, Benjamin Paul Del_ongand hiswifeMdany
and Todd Adam Del_ong and hiswife Carmen alongwith
many Grandchildren.

Del hasbeen apastor of the Church of God 7" Day
in Salem West Virginia, amember of theruling body of
theTwelveApostles, and managing editor of the Church
of God Publishing House publishing theAdvocate of Truth
for many years. Hededicated hislifeto Christ and the
work of the Church of God.

Elder Del_ongwill bemissed not only in Sdlembut dl
over theworld. Hislettersand articlesconcerning church
matters and relating to the Word of God have been an
ingpiration and havegoneinto nearly every country of the
world.

A soldier hasfaleninthemidst of thefray
Onewho fought through the heat of day
Not by thesword, whichisof man,

But by the sword of the Spirit-strong and grand.

Weknow thissoldier, wehel ped him fight
We prayed together to banish thenight
And light from hispen flowed out 0’ er theworld
Andthebanner of Christ by hiswritingsunfurled.

Good-by to thissoldier, who fought with hispen
Good-by to thissoldier and leader of men.
Godknew himinlife. Heknowshimindesth
And someday He |l giveback thelife-giving breath.

To some hewasDad, to ushewas Brother
To somehewasfriend, known only by others
To God hewas both brother and friend
Who kept him and loved himright to theend.

AREMEMBRANCE
about Apostle Del Del.ong
By Moses Torres M.

| had the privilege of meeting Brother Del Del_ong
about 40 years ago back in 1983, on my first tripto a
ministeria council in Salem, W, VA. | guessby that time
hewas already an apostle of the Church of God 7th day,
and sincethen | keep in my mind many memoriesand
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situations where he always showed his humbleness,
respect, and consideration toward everybody. Brother
Del had the gift to serve and attend in any situation of
support to those who needed it in the most efficient and
prompt way, mainly in the church environment wherel
was ableto share and coincidewith himin more than 50
council meetings.

Hewas aperson one could trust and approach him
not only asan authority in church, but also asafriend.

| will never forget atimewe arrivedin Salem at a
Council, and | wasfeeling short of breath or breathing,
and heimmediately took meto hishouse at thetop of a
mountain where he had an oxygentank that heusedina
smdl workshop he had next to hishouse, helet meused it
andleft methereinhding that oxygen; after awhilel sarted
tofed alot better. | know it wasnot just theoxygenwhich
hel ped me, but the Spirit of God dwelling inmy brother.
Nobody had to tell himwhat anyone needed, for that was
aninnaegift or intuitionin him. Heawaysused of mercy
and considerationinaproper sensewithintelligenceand
wisdom.

Although we were both the same age, and he said
“weweretwins,” becauseof this, | awayslooked at him
with greet respect and considered himapillar and authority
inchurchin every way. We aways had communication
regarding literature, articlesrelated to the* Advocate of
Truth” and church business. He knew how to servethe
Lord and how to take advantage of every moment of his
lifeso the Lord blessed himwith abeautiful family and
many friends.

Now my brother isgoneto deep “thedream” towait
for thereturn of Jesus our Redeemer and soon coming
King. Weknow wewill seehim againin the kingdom of
God.

Much could be said about Brother Del, but aboveall
| rather remind that hisworksarewritten in the book of
Life. Thank you Brother Ddl for al your work, | know the
first thing you will seeat the Resurrection will betheL ord
JesusChristinhisglory “asyouoncesaid.” (Revelation
14:12-13).

Obituary - Pastor Delwin"Dée" Paul Delong, 72 of
Salem passed away on Monday, March 1, 2021 at his
residence. HewasbornAugust 19, 1948in Vermont, son
of thelateVernon D. Del_ong and Elisabeth Royer Del_ong
Schubach. Dl graduated from Montpelier High School
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inMontpdier, VT, Classof 1966, Salem Collegewitha
Bachelor'sin Education and WV U with aMaster'sin
Educationa Curriculum.

Del wasaminister with the Church of God (7th
Day) and the pastor at theloca churchin Salem. During
theforty plusyearshe hasministered, hetraveled for many
mission tripsincluding to Indiaand the Philippines. Del
served as amember of the Church Council of Twelve
Apostlesand wasthe managing editor of the Church of
God Publishing House.

Del retired from the Harrison County Board of
Education asaMath Teacher at Bridgeport Junior High
and Bridgeport High School. Currently, Del wasteach-
ing at Notre Dame High School. His teaching career
spanned for over fifty years.

De wasalongtimemember of the Fairmont Chap-
ter of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA). He
wasapilot andlovedtofly. Hebuilt hisown airplane, a
BD4, and he used that project to engage hisJunior and
Senior High math students.

Dd issurvived by hisloving wife, FawziaDawn
Drake Del_ong whom he married September 25, 1969;
two children, Benjamin Paul Del.ong and wife Méelany,
Sheperdstown, WV; Todd Adam DelLong and wife
Carmen, Henderson, NV; five grandchildren, Brooke
Fisher and husband L ogan; Alexis Victoria Delong;
Gabrielle Elisabeth Diane Del.ong; Mackenzie Gayle
Del_ong; Adam Paul Del_ong; onegreat granddaughter,
Peyton Joyce Fisher; stepfather Wayne Schubach, New
Martinsville, WV; seven siblings, David Del.ong and
Linda, Clarksburg, WV; Daniel DeLong and Lorie,
Odessa, MO; Derwood Del.ong and Connie, Goochland,
VA; Damon"Skip" Delong, Salem, WV; SaraDel.ong,
Whedling, WV; Donne Del_ong, Texas, Darren Del_ong,
Spring Hill, FLA; and several niecesand nephews. In
addition to his parents, Del was preceded in death by
two children, Peter Del.ong and Amy Delong; andsSis-
ter Gail Esther "Heidi™ Waybright.

Family will receivefriendsat DavisFunera Home
of Salem, 1999 W. Main Street, Salem, on Sunday,
March 7, 2021 from 10:00 until timeof funerd Serviceat
2:00 pmwith Pastor Ricky Herreraof Texasofficiating.
Interment will follow at Salem | OOF Cemetery. Online
condolences may be sent to
www.davisfuneralhomesalemwv.com. Davis Funeral
Homeishonored to servethe Delong family.
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MY BAD

B-BELIEVE
In the father
In Hisword - the truth
In His Son (only begotten) born of avirgin, was sinless
who died for our sins, rose again
will comeagainfor Hissaints

A-ACCEPT,ASK,ACT
accept the sacrifice Jesus made
ask forgiveness
accept our inheritance
act on being baptized
accept Jesus' example and follow the example

D-DO
read our Bible
Do hiscommandments
ten, tithing, law of clean and unclean
Pray
Follow in Jesus' example (footsteps)
Livehisexample.

By Delwin Del ong
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And God said, Let Us make man in Our image,

according to Our likeness...

Gen. 1:26

IN HISIMAGE - TRACT

Wouldyou liketo help spread theWord of God?This
tract and many otherscan beobtained by contacting The
Church of God Publishing Houseat PO Box 328, Sdem,
WV 26426 or caling 304-782-1411. Thesetracts are
theperfect 9zeto distributeto your neighborsor throughout
your community.

Jesuswas madein the brightness of the glory of God,
and fashioned after the express image of His person
(Hebrews1:2,3), whileat the sametime Jesus appeared
asaman. Thisconfirmsthe statement of Genesis1:26,
that God made man in His image and after His own
likeness. Before the sentence of death had been placed
upon man through sin, he ate of thefruit of the garden of
Eden, but after having sinned, Hewasdriven out and a
sword placed to keep theway of thetreeof life, for fear
of hiseating, andlifethereby being eternally perpetuated
(Gen. 3:23,24). Mankind today isliving thenaturd fleshly
life patterned after thefirst Adam, and during this brief
period heisgiven opportunity to strivefor that perfect
date, that iritud nature, fashioned after the second Adam
whichisChrigt. Inspesking of theresurrection of the dead
through Jesus, we read as follows:. "...It is sown in
corruption; it is raised in incorruption: It is sown in
dishonour; itisraisedinglory: itissowninweakness; itis
raised in power: Itissown anatural body; itisraised a
spiritual body...And soitiswritten, Thefirst manAdam
was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a
quickening spirit. Howbeit, that wasnot first whichis
spiritua, but that whichisnatura; and afterward that which
isgpiritud. Thefirst manisof theearth, earthy: the second
manistheLord from heaven.....And aswe have borne
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theimage of the earthy, we shall also bear theimage of
theheavenly" (I Cor. 15:42-49). From theforegoing, the
factisplainly set forth that aswe have bornetheimage of
theearthy, thefirst Adam, wewill also bear theimage of
Jesus, the second Adam. The Biblegiving usan account,
asit does, of many eventsconnected with Chrigt after His
resurrection, we know considerable of that eternal state
to which man will be exalted when fashioned after the
likeness of the Son of God. Jesusisour pattern here, and
to befashioned like Himthere, our every step must bein
Hispath, and beholding aswedo, Hislabor of love, and
Hispreciouslifewewill thenfinaly betransformedto that
image. Weread again, "...our conversationisin heaven;
fromwhencea sowelook for the Saviour, theLord Jesus
Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned likeunto hisgloriousbody..." (Phil. 3:20,21).
Turning to Luke 24:13 to 43, we have a remarkable
account of theactionsof Jesuswhileintheimmortd dtate,
after Hisresurrection from thedead, wherein Hewal ked
with thedisciplesfrom Jerusalem to Emmaus, adistance
of amost eight miles. Hetalked with them and showed
them His hands and His feet, and also ate the
honeycomband fish. As our bodies are to be changed
and fashioned after the image of Him, these same
characteristicswill be possessed by thefaithful in His
kingdom. Thomaswould not believeit wasthe L ord Jesus,
however, until he had thrust hishandinto Hissideand felt
the spear marks there ( John 20:24 to 29). Then be
believed. Inthefollowing chapter thenarrationisgiven of
the apostles meeting Jesus again on the sea shore and
how they recognized Him astheir Lord and Master. They
knew Jesus after Hisresurrection from the dead because
they had known Him before, and soit will bewith us. We
will recognizeour friendsand loved onesthere, because
we have known them here, and whilethey will appear
withthesamefeatures, soesk withthesamefamiliar voice,
il they will bespiritud, immorta andincorruptible, never
againtodieif faithful unto death. Inlooking uponthefaces
of multitudes, we could never seeonethat |ooked exactly
likeour father, our mother, or any of our dear loved ones,
and for thevery purpose that wewould know each other
there, God has stamped upon the features of every
individual an expression different from every other. The
kingdom of God isareal kingdom, with real tangible
beings, wherewewill meet and greet our loved onesin
the sameform we knew them here, and as Jesus ate the
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fishand thehoney comb, sowill weeat there. Weread in
Revelation 22:2, and are plainly told, of thetree of life
again growing and bringing forth twelvekinds of fruit as
foodfor thesaved. Inverse 14 it saysthat only thosewho
keep the commandments of God will eat of the tree of
life. Jesuskept dl of thesecommandments. Spaceforbids
further testimony inthislittletract, but we hopethereader
will commenceinthislife, if hehasnot aready, to belike
Jesus, and finaly be changed to Hisimagetoliveinthe
kingdom of God. Theredeathwill never come, formswill
never grow old, and with our loved ones we can live
forever and ever. For thisexcellent glory "...weall, with
open face beholding asinaglasstheglory of theLord,
arechangedintothesameimagefromglory toglory, even
asby the Spirit of theLord"(l1 Cor. 3:18).

"...weshall belike him..."(I John 3:2).

Thethingswewant to do are often never done because
wefeel wedo not havethetime.

Many good deeds are never performed becausein the
hurry of daily living wethink thereisnot timeto perform
theintended actsof kindness.

Theworld might bevastly different and abetter placeif
thosewho say, "I donot havetime,” dtered their schedules
and did some of thethingsthey know they should and
really want to.

Taketimeto think. It isagreat source of power. Take
timeto pray and play. It isthe secret of perpetual youth.
Take time to read the Bible first and then other good
books. It isthefountain of wisdom.

Taketimetoloveand beloved. itisaGod-given privilege.
Taketimeto laugh. Itisthemusic of thesoul.

Taketimeto befriendly. It istheroad to happiness. Take
timetogive. Itistoo short aday to be selfish.

Taketimetowork. itisthe price of success. Taketimeto
do charity. Itisthekey tothe City of God. And taketime
to beyoursdlf. You cannot successfully be another.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




M oder ation

By David Del ong

| have beenreading from asupposed hedth journa which
counsdlled that no animal products should be consumed,
including milk. However, asl read from the Scripturesl
find versessuch asProverbs 27:26-27 which says. "The
lambsarefor thy clothing, and the goats are the price of
thefield. And thou shat have goats milk enough for thy
food, for thefood of thy household, and for the mainte-
nancefor thy maidens." Theseversestell usthat not only
isgoats milk acceptablefor food, itisfor the"mainte-
nancefor thy maidens.” In other words, goats milk isa
superb food for promoting good health!

We need to be careful when reading thingsthat sup-
posedly give usadvicefor our well being, and believing
every "scientific breskthrough' that ispublished. ONLY if
theadviceissupported by Scriptureshouldit bebdieved.
[t"chapsmy hide" (trandation: makesmevery angry) when
people of supposed sciencethink they know morethan
theLord.

It isvery true that we are not to eat unclean mesats
whichthe Bible does condemn. And everything that we
can eat bedonein moderation. TheApostle Paul, inwrit-
ingtothePhilippians said: "L et your moderation beknown
untoal men. TheLordisat hand" (Philippians4:5). Now,
when it comesto eating honey, for instance, weareto do
soinmoderation. Proverbs25:16 informsus. "Hast thou
found honey? eat so much asissufficient for thee, lest
thou befilled therewith, and vomitit."

Many peoplearecalled "workaholics' which means
they basically identify themselvesby over work. Work is
very necessary, of course, but too much work bringsa
person out of moderation. Jesusled avery balancedlife.
He madetimefor work, for prayer and Scripture study,
for inter-personal relationships, and for the other neces-
sary thingsof lifesuch asdegping and eating. Workaholism
isactualy asin becauseit placeswork asmoreimportant
than other God-ordained functionsof life.

Other people go to the other extreme and sleep too
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much. Though many do not get enough deep with their
very busy schedules, the Bible cautionsus about getting
too much sleep. In Proverbs 19:15 weread: " Slothful-
ness casteth into adeep deep; and anidle soul shall suffer
hunger." And in Proverbs 26:14 wefind: " Asthe door
turneth upon hishinges, so doth thed othful upon hisbed.”
Thereisaninteresting textin Ecclesastes 7:16-17 which
reads: "Benot righteous over much; neither makethyself
over wise: why shouldest thou destroy thyself? Be not
over muchwicked, neither bethou foolish: why shouldest
thou diebeforethy time?" At first glancethistext seemsto
be saying that a person shouldn't betoo righteous or too
wicked, but takeamiddle of theroad approach. | bdlieve
what it issaying isthat aperson should not pretend to be
asuper saint or to practicesinning. Let usfollow the Scrip-
tural example of what it meansto beachild of God.

Evenin childrearing one must bemoderatein theway
that he or she brings up children. Paul counselled the
Ephesian brethrenin Ephesans6:3: "And, yefathers, pro-
vokenot your childrentowrath: but bringthemupinthe
nurture and admonition of the Lord." Discipline can be
too harsh, causing the child to becomewrathful and dis-
couraged. On theother hand toolittlediscipline, or none
at all, isdetrimental to the child. Proverbs 22:6 reads:
"Tranupachildintheway heshould go: andwhen heis
old, hewill not depart fromit." Wealso read in Proverbs
13:24: "Hethat spareth hisrod hateth hisson: but hethat
loveth him chasteneth him betimes.”

Finally, welook at the subject of studying. Of course,
studying, especially the Scriptures, isagood thing. But
even sudying can beoverdone. Welearnfrom Ecclesastes
12:12: " Andfurther, by these, my son, beadmonished: of
making many booksthereisno end; and much study isa
wearinessof theflesh.”

May theLord help usto be, like Jesus, balancedinal
areasof lifesothat wearemoderatein al things.
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It appearsthe wage problem has been existing since
the beginning of the human race. Asfar back asMoses, it
can beseenintheflight of thechildren of Israel fromthe
land of Egypt. God had permitted them to be subject to
cruel despoticrule, and caused their tyrannical oppres-
sorsto exact more and morelabor form them each day.

Why?

Had God forgotten them?Werethey not His chosen
childrenill?

Despitethefact that they weregrowing naturalized to
Egypt, had cultivated ataste for the cucumbers, leeks,
melonsand garlic, and could be distinguished from the
Egyptiansonly by the contour of faceand adight differ-
enceinthetone of voice. God loved them still and in-
tended they should be delivered. But they must first be
physicaly and mentaly prepared.

Whenthecruel, heartlesstaskmasterslaid the merci-
lesswhip upontheir tired backsuntil horrid gasheslay
open to send rivers of blood down the spine of hoary
sres, whenyouthful robust Jewssmarting under thepain
of theignominiouslash, turned their faces heavenward
and beganto groanandtravail for deliverance, dongwith
convulsivemotherswhose children weretorn fromtheir
armsand buried in watery graves, God begantoroll up
Hisdeeves, and Hemadebare Hisarmintheir defense.
But their WA GE problem made them aware and ready
for their exodus.

In every war, the underlying causeisthewage prob-
lem. Some country feelsit hasnot received enough terri-
tory, money or prestigefor itsservicesand positioninthe
world, so off it goesto sacrificeitsmen, might and money
ontheatarsof thegod of war. Rebellionsand revolutions
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have been urged by thisever-present wage question. The
neighing nd prancing of thewar horse hasbeen hard. The
thunderoustread of armieshasbeen felt asit shook the
very earth. Fortunes have been depl eted, nationsdevas-
tated and millions of peoplewere destroyed, al because
some country somewherefelt it wasnot receivingitsjust
deserts.

Wages haverisen constantly for hundredsof years. It
isafact that |abor could be bought in the open market in
England several centuriesback for thesum of 10 centsa
day. Timewaswhen our forefathersworked for shelter,
food and clothing alone. When but alad, thiswriter of this
article, worked for 10 centsan hour. Every employer has
raised hiswages except thedevil. All through the Bible,
account after account isgiven to provethefact that the
devil never givesaraisein pay. Inthedaysof King Saul,
Absalom, and Judas, the wages of sinwasdeath, and it
remainsunchanged to thisvery day.

The Bibleinforms usthat when God came walking
leisurely in the Garden of Eden, as He was so accus-
tomed to doing inthe cool of theday, Adam and Eve, hid
themsdlvesamong thetrees, becausethey wereunclothed.
They were ashamed to face God their Creator.

Wearefurther told, inthe Bible, that when David came
toredizetheawfulnessof hiscrimehecommittedto ob-
tain Bathsheda, hewatered hiscouch with histears. What
tears of remorse he must have shed when his son of
Bathshebawastaken from himinretribution of hiscrime.
Wethen read of another incident of shame and remorse
inthe New Testament. When our Lord Jesuswasbeing
led from the courtyard after the mock trial and brutal
scourgings Peter, who waswarming himsdlf at thefiresof
the enemy, began to curse and swear and to deny the
L ord Jesus. When Jesusturned and |ooked upon Peter,
remorseand compunction shot through hissoul sothat he
went out and "wept bitterly." | haveoftentried toimagine
the penetrating look Jesusgave Peter that day. Whatever
therewasinthat gaze, it made Peter ashamed.

| have been escorted through severa penal ingtitutions
and have witnessed the execution of men in the death
chambersand have observed that aswe were passing the
celsof "life-termers’ they would resent the gaze of out-
sders. Intheirlook | could amost read, "Youlucky dog!"
You areoutsidewith afamily, home, and liberty, whilel
am shut up within the confinesof thishellish placefor the
rest of my life. | amjeaous of youfor your liberties, but
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| HATEMY SELFfor thewreck | have madeof my life."
And so it is, dear reader, when one has a conscience.
Either you are miserable or you are happy because you
are"void of offencetoward God and man.” Lifeisbeau-
tiful, fully rounded and hopeful , but wretched isthe man
whose conscienceisconstantly rising withinhimto con-
demn him for hismisdemeanors. Our conscienceis as
delicate asthe sei smograph which recordsevery tremor
of theearth. Keep it delicate and sensitive as God made
it,andit will lead youtothe Celestia City of God.

When an individual has met the master Jesus, whois
theauthor of fineliving, and hasknown and felt thejoy of
unity and holy living, that one cannot possibly admirea
sinner. | havelived long enough to observethat when a
saint fallsfrom gracewith aresounding crashto the gutter
of iniquity, even though he makesrestitution and comes
limping back andrgjoins, the old thescar of their fall will
remainwith them. Asaweakling addicted to a cohol may
feel the effectsof acohol in bodily disordersafter con-
version and repentance, so the scarsof willful transgres-
sonwill beworn by thetransgressor throughout thisearthly
life

| havetaken careful noticeintraveling over the coun-
try and meeting many various peoplethat thereisan un-
usual sprynessin elderly saintsthat isnot found among
old reprobate sinnersof the sameages. Itislittlewonder
that Moseslived 120 yearsand hisnatural forcewasnot
abated nor hiseyesdimmed. Helived aclean, sanctified
lifebeforehisCresator.

| have watched with great pleasure the old people
praising God, when, according totheir age of otherswho
do not attend church and do not believe are bent and
worn and full of aches and pains. But so many more
gereatrics, by comparison, that are children of God, have
clear eyes, agileminds, and their conversationisso pleas-
ant. Why?They havenot | et filthy habitsto entwinethem-
selvesaround and crush their lives. They have not en-
gaged in associating themsel veswith the abominations of
God.

Weknow that eating swine'sfleshisoneof theabomi-
nations of God. And many of our chronic diseasesand
allments can be contributed to eating the unclean things.
So eating what isnot good for usisone of our greatest
sinsthat we must guard against. The newspapersarein-
terminably carrying reportsof old and young alikewho
aredying daily becausethey areindulging in somesinful
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act of taking something into their body that iscontrary to
nature. Many achild isfatherlessor atotal orphan be-
causeof sin created by their parents. Thesin against your
body isvery severe.

Sinasokillsour efficiency. It isanindisputablefact
that cigaretteswill dull the brain. Any honest smoker will
admit that when he, or she, has been without acigarette
for severd hours, and whenthey takethefirst drag that a
dulling sensation cregpsthroughtheir mind. Thereforethey
smokedowly to regain back their balance. Thenweknow
that our lungsareimpaired, sometimeshopel esdy, when
too many poisonsarelodged there by smoking. Just feel
thecellinginasmokershome. Do you notice how gummy
and sticky they get from burned paper and tobacco?And
that'swhat asmoker ispolluting hisbody and air with
around him. Space does not permit themany testimonies
availablethat tdll of theremarkableincreasesin efficiency
because of quitting the devil'sworkshop and commenc-
ing to bear the cross of the Galilean. Peoplewho have
thrown away theweed state they can breathefreely and
have good gppetites, quiet nervesand pleasant undisturbed
deep again. The clean habits, wholesome conversation,
Christian graces, makethelife of achild of God desir-
able, saying nothing of the"joy unspeakable’ onehasas
hetravelsthispilgrimageto the City of God.
Wereadinlsaiah 57:20-21: "But theWICKED arelike
the TROUBLED SEA, whenit CANNOT REST, whose
waters cast up mireand dirt. THERE ISNO PEACE,
saithMY GOD, TO THEWICKED." From out of my
past come memoriesafresh of nights-- long, sleepless
nights -- when | was a sinful, young man. | wriggled
wrestled, and sighed, seeking rest that had been driven
from me. Secret transgressionsloomed in the darkness
beforemy tired mind. They dangled and cavortedin sheer
mockery. | knew that | had sinned and that | waspractic-
ing bad and evil habits. Clammy sweat stood on my brow
asmy mind would recall the deeds of unrighteousness
and baccandian revelries. Anindescribable shudder crept
over me, ashoping to dismissthehorriblethoughts| fell
into fretful sleep because my exhaustion overcamethe
thoughts of my mind. Theinner man kept rising up, and
kept them from peacefor quite sometime.

But I found peace!

| wasasked, "Did you gotoapsychiatrist?’

"No!"

"Didyousolicit help form socia workers?'
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"No!"

"Well, then, what did you do?"

| found the" Prince of Peace," the heavenly Physician,
who brought to methebread of life. Hesaidtomy troubled
heart, "Peace Be Still." Asan Elder laid hishands upon
mefor asinsick body awonderful, happy feeling came
over me. Then | was baptized and had an entirely new
fedling of belonging to the Family of God.

Nolonger am | abondsave of the Devil but | have been
led from deathintolifeand enjoy theliberty of the Saints
of theMost High.

TheBibletellsusthat God has appointed manto die
once. From thisweknow that every individual will die
once. Thistellsusthen that therewill be asecond desth
for some, but not all. If wedieasecond time (inthelake
of fire) we do it of our own free will and of our own
choosing. It sounds preposterousthat men would make
such an absurd decision, but thisiswhat the Scriptures
tell us. "...for wideisthegate, and broad istheway, that
leadeth to destruction, and many there bewhich goin
thereat" (Matthew 7:13).

Sinand thewagesof sinisdeath. Sinwill tear apart
and degrade every personthat indulgesinit. Sinwill tear
the bloom of health from aperson. It will entrap astal-
wart man andwreck him, body and mind, whilehisloved
onesare powerlessand suffer theindignities created by
sn. Eventhesnsof parentscan of timestouch theunborn
child and many of the birth defects can be contributed to
thesinsof either parent.

God statesthat He visitstheiniquities of thefathers
unto the third and fourth generations. Who isthe man
whowould sinagainst theunborn? Jeremiah cried, "...the
fathershave eaten asour grape, and the CHILDREN'S
teeth are set onedge” (Jeremiah 31:29).

Sinner, can you not see by now that you cannot win?
AsJesussaid: "...itishard for theeto kick against the
pricks' (Acts9:5). You areat war with God, and you are
fighting alosing battle, for againHesaid: "Thename of
thewicked shall rot." | beseechyou, lay down your arms
and quit thissinning businessbeforeitistoolateand you
will bankrupt your life.

"Comenow, and | et usreason together, saiththe LORD:
though your sinsbe as scarlet, they shall beaswhiteas
snow; though they bered like crimson, they shall beas
wool."

SALVATIONISFORALL
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PEOPLE ARE EITHER
SAVED OR LOST

Thefutureof individuals, aswell asthe course of na-
tions, isdetermined by personal contact withindividuals.
A sinner islost because someonedid not bring unto him
the messagewhereinissalvation. A nation deteriorates
and goesdown theroad to destruction, becausetheleaders
arenot spiritualy minded, but asworldly, or outright Sin-
ful. Thisisbecause no onewhoisclean, upright, pious,
spiritualy minded, took thetimeto bring to theseleaders
thewordsof truth and righteousness, that would turnthem
fromwrongtoright. Of coursethemost effective sermon
onecanpreachisadaily life, filled with goodness, righ-
teousness, holiness, love, compassion. But that lifemust
be supplemented with goodly words -- backed with a
heart of love. It isnot enough to know thetruth, tolove
thetruth, but onemust tell thetruth, scatter it forth, bring
IT to othersand win themto God, through Jesusthe Sav-
iour. Otherscan be contacted with personal visits, aword
lovingly offered. But onecan also bring themessageby a
persond | etter toafriend, aneighbor, ardativeand through
tractswhich carry the message of truth and salvation.

Tomorrow will bedetermined by theworksor lack of
persona worksfor thesavedindividuasliving today. What
shdl themorrow bring?May we be used to bringing oth-
erstothe Everlasting Father, and do our little part, wher-
ever we live, to make our part of the vineyard alittle
brighter, cleaner, happier, and holier.
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“And the LORD appeared unto him ...” (Genesis
18:1).

God had Hiseye on Abraham long beforeAbraham’s
gazeturned upward to behold the Lord. Thefirst time
weread that God spoketo Abrahamisin Genesis12:1.
God spokefirgt: “Now the LORD had said unto Abram,
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and
fromthy father’shouse, unto aland that | will shew thee:
And | will make of theeagreat nation, and | will bless
thee, and makethy namegreet; andthou shdt beablessing:
And | will blessthem that blessthee, and curse him that
curseth thee: andintheeshall al familiesof theearthbe
blessed.”

At that time God wasreal to Abraham. Beforethat
wedo not know wheat rel ationshipAbraham had with God.
But we know that at the time God spoke the above to
Abraham, God wasso red toAbrahamthat hewaswilling
toleavedl andfollow Him. Heknew not what wasbefore
him, but we read, “ So Abram departed, as the LORD
had spoken unto him...” (verse4). In Hebrews 11 we
read that " Abraham, when hewascalledtogoout intoa
place which he should after receivefor aninheritance,
obeyed; and hewent out, not knowing whither hewent.
By faith hesojourned intheland of promise, asinagrange
country, dwelling intabernacleswith | saac and Jacob, the
heirswith him of the same promise: For helooked for a
city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is
God” (verses8-10). Blessed arethose who, when God
speaks, obey from the heart. How preciousthe Lord
becomesto them!

When Abraham reached the plain of Moreh, after he
left all and followed the Lord, the Lord again appeared
unto him (Genesis12:7). At thistimeAbrahamworshiped
theLord: “...and therebuilded hean dtar untothe LORD,
who appeared unto him” (verse 7). Worship always
followsobedience. Thosewho spend muchtimeinred
worship areusually thosewho areobedient intheir daily
walk with God.
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After aperiod of trial and suffering, caused possibly
by algpseof faith and theforsaking of hisplaceof blessng,
Abraham again heard thevoiceof God. By thistimeLot
had chosen the plain of Jordan and had separated himself
fromAbraham. Left alone, and entirely dependent upon
God, Abraham heard thevoiceof God again: “...Lift up
now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art
northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward:
For al theland which thou see<t, totheewill | giveit, and
tothy seedfor ever. And | will makethy seed asthedust
of the earth: so that if aman can number the dust of the
earth, then shal thy seed a so be numbered. Arise, walk
through thelandinthelength of it and inthe breadth of it;
for I will giveituntothee” (Genesis13:14-17).

After obedience comesworship; after worship comes
savice Godsad,“Arise” God gaveAbraham something
todo. Thusitiswithevery child of God. Power to obey
God and help othersisprivileged to the separated man.
SinceAbraham’sday God said, “Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing, and | will receiveyou,
and will beafather unto you, and yeshall bemy sonsand
daughters, saiththeLord Almighty.” God'swill for His
own was the same in Abraham’s day, and Abraham
stepped out by faith and separated himsalf fromtheworld.

After Abraham delivered L ot from the hands of his
captors, Abraham made aheroic statement to the king of
Sodom: “...I havelift up mine hand untothe LORD, the
most high God, the Possessor of Heaven and Earth, That
I will not take from athread even to ashoelatchet, and
that | will not takeany thing that isthine, lest thou shouldest
say, | have made Abram rich” (Genesis 14:22-23).
Abraham was not afraid to take his stand for the Lord
God. After thesethingstheL ord again spoketoAbraham:
“Fear not, Abram: | amthy shield, and thy exceeding great
reward” (15:1). Thesewordsof comfort gaveAbraham
bol dnessto approach the throne of grace. We, too, can
boldly approach the throne of grace because of what the
Lord Jesus Christ hasdonefor us. Becausewehavea
High Priest which can betouched with thefedling of our
infirmities, and wasin all pointstempted likeasweare,
yet without sin, thewriter to the Hebrews encourages,
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"L et ustherefore come boldly unto thethrone of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, andfind gracetohelpintime
of need" (Hebrews4:16).

When God spoke the comforting words of Genesis
15:1toAbraham, it gave Abraham courageto speak to
God. Because of thisconversation with God, Abraham
“...believedinthe LORD, and he counted it to him for
righteousness’ (verse6). Inthetesting daysthat followed,
Abraham again heard thevoice of God saying, “...I am
theAlmighty God; walk beforeme, and bethou perfect.
And | will make my covenant between me and thee, and
will multiply theeexceedingly” (17:1-2). Abrahamwas
much ol der, and down through the years had repeatedly
heard the voice of God and had seen by faiththeLordin
all Hisglory. Inthisgreat time of anxiety and need,
Abrahamfell on hisface before God and listened to God
speak tohim. Severd timesafter thiswereadin Genesis
that “ God saiduntoAbraham ...” “ AndtheL ord appeared
untohim...” “Abraham stood yet beforetheLord ...”
Intheclosing days of Abraham'’slife, God' sfavor was
upon him, for weread in Genesis24:1: “And Abraham
was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had
blessed Abrahamindl things.” How thelife of Abraham
and hiswalk with God should encourage usto presson,
living moment by moment for the L ord!

| IN THE HAPP

IN THE DIFFICULT MOMENTS
SEEK ¢0D|

IN THE QUIET MOMENTS

ORSHIP GOD
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REPENTANCEAND BAPTISM

O.D.Grimm
Reprinted, TheAdvocateof Truth May 6, 1957

REPENTANCE

Repentanceisarequirement for salvation duetosin
which entered theworld by transgression of God'scom-
mandments. In | John 3:4 we read: "Whosoever
committeth sintransgresseth also thelaw: for sinisthe
transgression of thelaw." Thislaw isspoken of in James
1.25and 2:8 asthe " perfect law of liberty" andthe"roya
law according to the scripture.”

Repentanceisrequired of al, "For all have sinned,
and comeshort of theglory of God" (Romans3:23). How
many have sinned? The Scriptures, say that ALL have
sinned therefore AL L Need ot repent, or have achange
of serviceintheir livesto obtain savation.

What isthewill of God concerning Hispromisesto-
ward the multitude of unrepentant people?Wefind the
answer tothisquestionin Il Peter 3:9, "TheLord isnot
dack concerning hispromise, assomemen could dack-
ness, but islongsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that AL L should cometo repentance.”

If itisthewill of God that all should cometo repen-
tance, surely there is something to lead people to that
conditioninlife. Thereforethequestion: What isrepen-
tance?First reed Romans2:4: " Or despiseth thou theriches
of hisgoodness, and forbearance and longsuffering; not
knowing that the goodness of God |eadeth theeto repen-
tance?' And second, read | Corinthians 7:10: " For godly
sorrow worketh repentanceto salvation not to be repented
of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” True
repentanceismanifesting godly sorrow for snssufficient
to be sorry enough to quit them, and not commit themany
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moreinsofar asispossiblewhilelivingin thisbody of
anful flesh.

What will show that anyone hasrepented?In Luke
thethird chapter we read about John (the Baptist) who
wastheforerunner of Jesus."...Thevoiceof onecryingin
thewilderness, Prepareyetheway of theLord, makehis
pathsstraight” (verse4). John was preaching the baptism
of repentancefor theremission of sins, and sayingthat al
flesh shdl seethesdvation of God. Asaresult multitudes
cameforth to be baptized, but they had to meet there-
quirements (verse7). Inverse 8 (first part) istheanswer
to the question asked in the beginning of thisparagraph.
"Bringforththereforefruitsworthy of repentance...” And
verse 9 (last part) "...every treethereforewhich bringeth
not forth good fruit ishewn down, and cast into thefire."
"Yeshdl know them by their fruits..." (Matthew 7:16).

Paul, inexplaining hisheavenly visontoking Agrippa,
said hewasnot disobedient unto the heavenly vison: "But
shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem,
and throughout all the coasts of Judea, and then to the
Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and
DO works meet (worthy) for repentance” (Acts 26:19-
20).

Thedoctrine of repentance and baptism for there-
missionof snsiscaledinMark 1:1, "Thebeginning of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God". John came
"...preaching in thewilderness of Judea, And saying, Re-
pentye: for thekingdom of heavenisat hand" (Matthew
3:1-2). And Jesus after hisbaptism by John, and tempta-
tion by Sataninthewilderness, "...beganto preachandto
say, Repent: for thekingdom of heavenisat hand” (Mat-
thew 4:17). Thismessagewill continue aslong as proba-
tionlasts, or until Jesuscomes. theresult of John'spreach-
ing the baptism of repentancefor theremission of sinsis
foundinMark 1:5."And therewent out unto himall the
land of Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all bap-
tized of himintheriver of Jordan, confessingtheir sns.”

Why was Jesus, the Son of god, sent into theworld?
It was God'sgreat plan of salvation, and we read John
3:16: "For God so loved theworld? It was God's great
plan of salvation, and we read John 3:16: "For God so
loved theworld, that he gave hisonly begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlaging life." And when Jesushad comeintotheworld
HemadeknownHismissoninMark 2:17: "...They that
arewholehaveno need of thephysician, but they that are
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sick (insin): | camenot to call therighteous, but sinners
torepentance.”

All had sinned, and all needed to repent. If all needto
repent then all need to be baptized.

BAPTISM

Ephesians4:5 says: "OneLord, onefaith, one bap-
tism." Theworld practices many so-called modes of bap-
tism, but the Scripturesteach only one, andthatisaburia
inthewater (immersed) to comeforthanew creature. So
the questionisasked, Why be baptized? Theanswer is
foundinthefollowing Scriptures.

Romans 6:3-6: "Know ye not, that so many of usas
were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death? Thereforewe are buried with him by baptisminto
death: that like as Christ wasrai sed up from the dead by
theglory of the Father, even sowe (inlike manner) also
shouldwak innewnessof life. For if wehave been planted
together inthelikenessof hisdegth, weshall beasointhe
likeness of hisresurrection: Knowing this, that our old
man (of sin) iscrucified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve
an”

Colossans2:12: "Buriedwith himinbaptism, wherein
asoyearerisen with him through thefaith of the opera-
tion of God, who hath raised him from thedead.”

These Scripturesteach that baptismisaburial sothat
they are destroyed, and acoming forth, or resurrection
fromthewatery grave, to becomeanew creaturein Christ
Jesus.

Thewordsof Ananiasto Paul in Damascusarevery
significant of thereason to be baptized: "And now thy
tarriest thou?Ariseand be baptized, and wash away thy
sins, caling upon the name of the Lord.” Paul was des-
tined to do agreat work for the L ord, but there needed to
beagreat changein hislifewrought by repentance (godly
sorrow), followed by baptism to wash away hissins.

What istheimportance of baptismrelativeto salva
tion? ThiswefindinMark 16:16.

"Hethat believeth and isbaptized shall be saved;
but hethat believeth not shall bedamned" (condemned).

Our greatest examplefor being baptized was Jesus.
Wefindthisin Matthew 3:13-15. "Then cometh Jesus
from Galileeto Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.
But John forbad him, saying, | have need to be baptized
of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering
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said unto him, Suffer ittobesonow: for thusit becometh
ustofulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered him.”

Jesusgavetheexample, and wearetofollow Himin
all things. Therefore, how areweto be baptized andin
what name? Jesusgavethecommissonto Hisdisciplesin
Matthew 28:19.

"Goyetherefore, and teach AL L nations, baptizing
themin thename of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost". Father Son and Holy Spirit areonly titles
but thenameisL ord JesusChrist. Theapostlesunder-
stood thisand baptized in Hisname, not just titles. Turnto
Acts2:38 and read: "Then Peter said unto them (men of
Israel), Repent, and be baptized every one of youinthe
nameof JesusChrigt for theremission of sins, and yeshal
receivethegift of theHoly Ghost.” To provethat Jesus
whowas crucified for thesinsof heworldisasoLord
and Christ, read verse 36. "Thereforel et all the house of
Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
Rightly dividing theWord of Truthwehavethenameasa
wholeinwhichto bebaptized - L ord JesusChrist.

Asaresult of Peter's preaching, great thingswere
accomplished. "Then they that gladly received hisword
were baptized: and the same day therewere added unto
them about 3,000 souls.”

"...Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and
preached Christ unto them...and whenthey believed Philip
preaching thethings concerning the kingdom of God, and
thenameof JesusChrist, they were baptized, both men
andwomen." Acts8:5,12.

Thename"Lord Jesus Christ" issalvation. InActs
4:12weread: "Neither istheresavationinany other: for
thereisnone other name under heaven given among men,
whereby wemust be saved.”

Philip baptized the eunuch after preaching unto him
Jesus. "And asthey went on their way, they cameuntoa
certain water: and the eunuch said, See, hereiswater;
what doth hinder meto be baptized? And Philip said, If
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he
answered and said, | believethat Jesus Christisthe Son
of God....and they went down both intothewater, both
Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him" (Acts 8:36-
38). Thisisanexampleof theonly "onebaptism” taughtin
the Scriptures.

Paul baptized certain disciplesinthenameof theLord
Jesuswhich had aready been baptized by Johnuntore-
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pentanceonly (Acts19:1-5). Now who can say that "the
Lord Jesus' isnot the Christ? Thiswas shown in Acts
2:36.

Now that isreceived by baptism: Turnto Galatians
3:27: "For asmany of you as have been baptized into
Christ haveput on Chrigt." Thisisfor both Jew and Gen-
tile"...foryearedl onein Christ Jesus’ (verse 28).

Thegoing downinto thewater and coming (forth) up
out of thewater istheoperation of faith by God (Colossans
2:12) and produces anew creature, born of thewater.

John 3:5: "...Verily, verily, | (Jesus) say unto thee,
Except aman be born of water and of the Spirit, he can-
not enter into thekingdom of God."

After Jesus had said these things unto Nicodemus,
He and Hisdisciples came"into theland of Judea; and
there hetarried with them, and baptized. And John also
wasbaptizinginAenon near to Salim, becausetherewas
much water there: and they came, and were baptized"
(verses22-23).

PAY ATTENTION - From The Harvest Messenger

Pay attention to what you are doing is the slogan.
How often we hear, “1f you had paid attention to what
you were doing, you would not have run into asnag.”
Theseare sayingsof philosophers, but neverthel essthey
aretrue.

If everybody would pay attention to what God
saysin HisWord, therewould belesstrouble and sorrow
intheworld. God blessed and sanctified everyonethat
paid attentionto Hislaw. Very few peopleof today are
taking heed to it. It was the seventh day that God
especially had usremember. Theword remember isa
synonymfor paying attention. Wemust pay attentionto
keepthisholy day.

The Lord’s Supper is ayearly institution, but
leading churches pay no attention to what theWord says
about it. Itiscelebrated at any convenient time.

Thesearejust twoillustrations givento show you
how littletheworld paysattention tothe Bible. Nearly
everything that Christendom adherestoiscontrary to the
Bible

We had better pay attention to what God hastold
usand what Hedemandsof us. By giving our timeand
our energy to dowhat wearetold to dowill giveusthe
right to enter into the Kingdom of God.
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Box 328, Salem, WV 26426-0328.

THEYEAR OF 2020

| am sure that many of you remember the many
disastersthat occurred intheyear 2020. Thereappeared
anarticlein USA TODAY entitled 2020 An American
Nightmare. It had asubheading of Many Americansare
experiencing “ disaster fatigue” asthey strainto deal with
stressful events unfolding simultaneously across the
country, including fatal wildfires in the West, unrest
following the deaths of Black Americansat the hands of
police, natural disasterssuch as Tropica Storm Beta, and
the coronaviruspandemic. Thefollowing are excerpts
fromthat article:

[t'stoo much.

First the pandemic, which divided us, economically
devastated us and has killed more than 200,000 of us.
Thentheracid unrest, erupting at thedeathsof moreBlack
Americansat thehandsof police: GeorgeFloyd, Breonna
Taylor, Rayshard Brooks, Daniel Prude.

Now the extremeweather. For only the secondtime
inhistory, the Nationa Hurricane Center hasmovedinto
the Greek alphabet for storm names. This season’s
wildfiresarebigger, deadlier and morefrequent thanin
past years. IntheWest, people can't breathe.

Add the headlines. Feministicon and Supreme Court
associate justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg dies of
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complicationsof cancer, 46 daysbeforethe presidential
election. Black Panther star Chadwick Boseman, ahero
inthe Black community, isgoneat 43 after quietly battling
colon cancer. Another woman accusesthe president of
sexud assault. A whistleblower damsfederd immigration
detainees underwent full hysterectomieswithout their
consent.

Andthepolarization, worsethan ever. Wedon't agree
on masks, on reopening schools, on what todowhen a
vaccinebecomesavailable.

Many of usarevacillating between horror and disbelief
at what can only bedescribed asan American nightmare.
Itisimpossibleto know if theworst isbehind usor still
liesahead.

Comment

Theworst ill liesahead. Jesussaid, “For nation shall
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and
there shdl befamines, and pestilences, and earthquakes,
indiversplaces. ALL THESEARE THE BEGINNING
OF SORROWS’ (Matthew 24:7-8). Jesus also said,
“Men’'sheartsfailing themfor fear, and for looking after
thosethingswhich are coming on theearth: for thepowers
of heaven shall beshaken” (Luke21:26). That includes
Americal Wereally have not reached that point sofar.
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AreYou A Procrastinator ?

By David Del_ong

In someareasof my life, | must confess, | anapro-
crastinator. However, withmy relationshipwiththeLord
| try my best not to be aprocrastinator. Thereare some
areasof lifewhereit doesn't matter asmuchif you pro-
crastinate. But when it comes to the Lord we should
never, never, never procrastinate! Jesustold acouple
of parablesin Luke 14:28-33 that hasadirect bearing on
being aprocrastinator. He said: " For which of you, in-
tendingtobuild atower, Stteth not down first, and counteth
thecogt, whether hehave sufficient tofinishit?Lest haply,
after hehathlaid thefoundation, andisnot abletofinishit,
all that behold it beginto mock him, Saying, Thisman
beganto build, and was not ableto finish. Or what king,
going to makewar against another king, sitteth not down
firgt, and consulteth whether he be ablewith ten thousand
to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thou-
sand? Or else, whilethe other isyet agreat way off, he
sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not
all that he hath, he cannot bemy disciple.”

These parablesthat Jesustaught are about counting
one'sresourcesfor following the Lord. Oneresourcethat
perhaps many do not consider istheir time. If we pro-
crastinateingiving our livestotheLord, and theninfol-
lowing Himwhen and whereHedirects us, weare squan-
dering our resource of timeaswell asachancefor eternd
life. Whenit comestogivingour livestotheLordweare
instructed in Hebrews 3:12-15: "Takeheed, brethren, lest
therebeinany of you an evil heart of unbdlief, in depart-
ingfromtheliving God. But exhort oneanother daily, while
itiscalled To day; lest any of you be hardened through
the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of
Chrig, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast
unto theend; Whileitissaid, Today if yewill hear his
voice, harden not your hearts, asin the provocation.”

When the governor, Felix, listened to Paul preachto
him he becamea procrastinator in accepting the message
about Jesus. Acts 24:24-26 givesusthe story. "And after
certaindays, when Fdlix camewithhiswife Drusilia, which
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wasaJewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning
thefaithin Christ. And ashe reasoned of righteousness,
temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and
answered, Go thy way for thistime; when | haveacon-
venient season, | will call for thee. He hoped also that
money should have been given him of Paul, that hemight
loosehim: whereforehe sent for himthe oftener, and com-
munedwith him."

The Scripturesdon't tell usif Felix finally becamea
child of God, but according to histendency to procrasti-
nate, concerning making adecisiontofollow Christ, we
can specul ate that he probably did not becomeone. This
istrue of many peoplewho procrastinatein making ade-
cisionto beafollower of Christ. Daysturninto weeks,
months, and years, and finally one'slifeisover. Some
havelesstimethan othersto makethisdecision, too.

Even somebelievers, who haveareationshipwiththe
Lord, are procrastinators when it comes to doing the
Lord'swork. Paul reminded the Roman brethren to be:
"Not dothful inbusness, fervent ingpirit; servingtheL ord"
(Romans12:11). TheLord'swork isthe most important
work upon earth. It deservesto be given our best effort,
our best time, and our best planning.

To those who have been entrusted with preaching
God'sWord wefind Paul'sadmonitionin |1 Timothy 4:1-
2:"| chargetheethereforebefore God, and the L ord Jesus
Christ, who shall judgethe quick and thedead at hisap-
pearing and hiskingdom; Preach theword; beinstant in
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine.” Theword inthe Greek for
"ingant" meansto "beat hand, present, stand (before, by,
over)." In other words, when it comesto preaching the
word, those who have been called to do so, are to be
ready, prepared, and not to procrastinate in doing so.

Being a procrastinator is a big problem in today's
world, and those who do so concerning the Lord may
lose out on morethanjust areward. They may lose eter-
nd life
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BIUBLE

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

QUESTION: Will you discussthedeath of aChristian
loved one?

ANSWER: Whenaloved oneistakenfromusin death,
grief and lossstrikeforcefully. We can sympathizewith
others in a similar situation, but when it happens to
someone closeto usit isso much worseto bear.

If they are Christians, and the onewho had died was
adsoaChrigian, wehaveabond of consol ation that comes
directly from God that consolesusin our deeploss, in
spite of the numbing shock of that |oved one being gone.

Wereadinlsaiah57:1, 2, Therighteous perisheth,
and no man (of worldly understanding) layethit to heart:
and merciful men are taken away, none considering
that therighteousistaken away fromthe evil to come.
He shall enter into peace: they shall rest intheir beds,
each onewalking in hisuprightness.” The righteous
survivors, who understand God's words, know the
meaning of this. God sometimestakes agood person
whileheisdill inhisrighteousstate, if God seessomething
inthefuturethat could causethat oneto err fromtheway,
or some more severe death or other catastrophe.

Stephenwasmartyred whileapparently still inhisearly
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yearsof ministry, at the point wherehewasreaching high
results. It may bethat God permitted this death for a
purpose at thetimeto demonstrateto othersthe extent to
whichamorta could achievetheloving, forgiving character
of Jesus. Here was a faithful Christian, true to his
principles. Couldyou, could I, enduretotheendinthat
fashion? Our Lordtellsusin Revelation 2:10, “ ... shall
cast some of you into prison, that ye may betried; ...
be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life.” But keepthisinmind,- NOMAN BY
HIS OWN POWER CAN EVER BE TOTALLY
FAITHFUL. Itisonly throughthe Spirit that we can hold
on.

Thepsamist writesfor usin Psalm 116:15, “ Precious
in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.”
Thisdoesnot mean that God iselated or happy because
someonedied, but rather that Heispleased that the saint
involved has continued in faith until themoment of degth,
and hisor her soul issafein God'srecord of thefaithful.

Read Revelation 14:13, “ .... Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord ... they may rest from their
labours; and their worksdo followthem.” Thereisno
moretoil or troublefor themwho dieinfathful serviceto
theLord. Meanwhile, therecord of their good works
has gone on before them, which record reflectsto their
honor and glory inGod'ssight.

Weread earlier that the death of asaintispreciousin
thesight of God. Just how precious canthisbe? What
value does God place on thelife and works of asaint?
For the answer let us go to Hebrews, chapter 11. The
whole chapter deal swith those saintswho kept thefaith
even unto death. Verses 32-38 especially tell of those
who went through horrible tortures or were terribly
deprived. Now we cometo verse 39, first part. Still
speaking of these saintswho endured, wefind the phrase:
“(Of whom theworld was not worthy)”. Thevauethen
of each of these saintsat death equalsmorethan thevaue
of al worldly substance.

So, “ ... let us not be weary in well doing: for in
due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Galatians
6:9). Letusliveinsuchamanner, faithful to theend, that
God may esteem uswith the countless saintswho did not
faill Him. Let usremember at the sametimethat weare
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not to boast of our own righteousness. “ For not hethat
commendeth himself is approved, but whomthe Lord
commendeth” (11 Corinthians 10:18). Itisnot for usto
decide our reward, but we must allow God to make His
decision asto how much or how little honor we haveto
our credit. TobewithHiminHisglory will compensate
foritall.

Therefore, when we fedl shock and loss when a
righteous|oved one passeson out of thislife, let usfeel
thisconsolation, that God has added the value of another
precioussaint to Hisjewelsof faith.

QUESTION: What wasJesus reward for Hiscomplete
obedienceto the Father’swill which led to Hisdeath on
Cavay?

ANSWER: Theanswer isfound in Philippians2:8-9:
“ And being foundinfashion asaman, hehumbled himsdif,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and
given himanamewhichisaboveevery name’

QUESTION: What book in the Bible records the
following prophecy: “ Andinthedaysof thesekingsshdl
the God of heaven set up akingdom, which shal never be
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in piecesand consumeall these
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.”

ANSWER: Danid 2:44. Thisisoneof many prophecies
whichtell of thekingdom of God to be established onthe
earth, removingall other kingdoms, and once established,
“itshdl gandforever.” Thiskingdomof Godand HisChrist
istheonly hopefor enduring peaceand life everlasting.

QUESTION: Will you please namefour approachesto
thetithe?

ANSWER: You may cometo thetitheideaby severa
separateways. It isnot one of those peculiar doctrines
that depend on giving aspecia twist toasingleverse of
Scripture.

LAW

There’ stheway of thelaw. Some object to traveling that
way. But there it is— not merely the law of the Old
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Testament. Itisolder than that.

Likethelaw of the Rest-and-Worship Day; likethelaw
of “ One-man-for-one-woman,” itisalaw whichgotinto
thethought of men before therewereany Hebrew tribe,
or any Code of Hammurabi.

Itisold, old; and thought there arethosewho think it has
been repeal ed entirely, nobody ever thought of changing
its form. You never hear of a seventh, atwelfth, or a
twentieth. Asalaw, it wasawaysthe Sacred TENTH. If
you come by thelaw road, you arrive at that.

EFFICIENCY

There stheway of Godly efficiency. Thetitheredly works
for the Church; just aswe have beentold it would.
Thetestimoniesinitsfavor areon record by multiplied
thousands. It worksalmost toowell. Whenagroupina
church beginsto practiceit, or agroup of churches, the
tithers always carry a large overplus beyond their
numerically proportionate share of theload.

Whenever itisapplied, it settlesthe question of the support
or every Religiousenterprise, sofar astheappliersare
concerned. They are always “over the top” in their

offerings.

SELF-INTEREST

There' stheway of self-interest. Peoplewho think
spiritudity meanssomething ethered aregpt to sniff at the
linking of tithing with prosperity. But they cannot sniff it
away. Thereitis. Other thingsbeing equal, thetitheris
more prosperousthan the non-tither, and dwayswill be.
Hecannot helpit.

Thisisnot magic. Itisnot“materidism.” Itcertainlyis
not supergtition for superdtition naturaly cannot beproved.
The prosperity of titherscan be.

We pray for material blessings. Why be surprised
whenthey come?

Tithing does not make poor land fertile. 1t doesnot
turntornadoesaside. It doesnot makeupfor thetither’s
lack of any other Believer’svirtue, or for thelimitations
that producedifferencesof ability.

But it worksfor prosperity, nonetheless.
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It callsfor consciencein dedling with what possessions
we have.

It developsforesight.

It fostersanincreasing dislike of waste and needless
spending.

It requires the keeping of records, and encourages
budgeting, which awaystendsto cut down uselessand
wasteful expenses.

Thetither must think about hisincome not only when
heisearningit, but also when heisspendingit.

That habit lonewill protect him at timesfrom spending
uselessdy asmuch ashistitheamountsto.

LOVE

And, best of all, there' stheway of grateful love.
Inglad recognitionthat all wehaveisGod'sgiving. We
devoteadefinite proportion of Hisgift directly tothework
we believe Hewantsdonein theworld.

Thisway istheway of liberation. No man canfollow
it and be unhappy. Eitheritwill bringitsown happiness
or itwill not bepracticed.

The tither cannot be a pinch-penny, or a doleful
contributor to the running expenses of the Kingdom to
whichhebeongs. Heissofreehecan behilariousabout
it.

Thisway takesadll the nuisance-value out of “gppedls.”
Tothetither, “gppeds’ arelikehisbanker’slist of possble
investments. Hedoesnot investin every onehe hears
about, but heisnot annoyed when the banker submitsthe
ligt.
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GODLINESSISA MEANSFOR GAIN ?7?

“1f any man teach otherwise, and consent not to
wholesomewords, even thewordsof our Lord Jesus
Chrigt, and to thedoctrinewhichisaccording to
godliness, Heisproud, knowing nothing, but doting
about questionsand strifes of words, whereof cometh
envy, strife, raillings, evil surmisings, Perversedisputings
of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of thetruth,
supposing that gainisgodliness. from such withdraw
thysdlf” (I Timothy 6:3-5).

Itissuch adisserviceto the Lord when preachers
encourage God's peopleto set their affectionson
worldly thingsand wealth. Thisisthe opposite of what
the scripturesteach.

“But godlinesswith contentment isgreat gain. For
we brought nothing into thisworld, anditiscertainwe
can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment | et
usbetherewith content. But they that will berichfall
into temptation and asnare, and into many foolishand
hurtful lusts, which drown menin destructionand
perdition. For theloveof money istheroot of dl evil:
which some covet after, they haveerred fromthefaith,
and pierced themsal vesthrough with many sorrows’
(versus6-10).

God would have usto be content whatever our
gationinlife. Content whilebeing Godly isgreat gain.
The problem ariseswhenweliveto berich.

“Chargethemwhicharerichinthisworld, that they
be not highminded, nor trust inuncertainriches, butin
theliving God, who giveth usrichly al thingsto enjoy;
That they do good, that they berichin good works,
ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Layingupin
storefor themsel vesagood foundation against thetime
to come, that they may lay hold on eternd life” (versus
17-19).

Beingrich canbeagoodthing. Lettinglovefor
your wealth control youisabad thing. Thereare
wealthy saintsand thereare poor saints. It'saheart
thing.

“But godlinesswith contentment isgreat gain.”
(verse6).

Adapted fromKICNEWSLETTER
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
THE QUEEN OF SHEBA VISITSSOLOMON

Scripture Reading: |1 Chronicles9:1-14.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles9:12 (first part).

"And King Solomon gaveto the queen of Shebaall
her desire, whatsoever sne asked, beside that which she
had brought untotheking..."

NOTE: Wehavestudied about thebuilding of thetemple,
the worship of the people and how the sacrificeswere
offered. Solomon has becomeavery weathy manwith
many buildings. We are now going to study about the
Queen of Sheba'svisit to King Solomon and about the
giftshereceives.

1. The Queen of Shebaheard of the fame of Solomon.
About what did shecometo see Solomon?I1 Chronicles
9:1-2.

2. What did the Queen of Shebasee?1l Chronicles9:3-
4,

3. What did shetell King Solomonin |l Chronicles9:5-
8?

4. what did the queen give Solomon?11 Chronicles9:9.

5. What el sedid King Solomon receive, and what did he
dowiththem?I1 Chronicles9:10-11.

6. What did King Solomon give then to the Queen of
Sheba?1l Chronicles9:12.

7. How much gold and silver was brought to Solomonin
oneyear?Who brought someof thistohim?11 Chronicles
9:13-14.

LESSONIII

THE DEATH OF SOLOM ON
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ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles9:15-31.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles9:31 (first part).

"And Solomon dept with hisfathers, and hewasbur-
iedinthecity of David hisfather:..."

NOTE: We studied about the Queen of Shebavisiting
King Solomon. Shewasamazed a hiswisdom and wedlth.
We are now going to learn more about hisgreat wealth
and hislast daysasruler over Isradl.

1. King Solomon hasmuch gold and silver. What did he
makewith thegold?11 Chronicles9:15-20.

2. Wheredid theking's shipsgo, and what wasthe pur-
pose of thesetrips?1l Chronicles9:21.

3. Wasthereany king aswedlthy or aswiseas Solomon?
[1 Chronicles9:22.

4. What did thekingsof the earth seek from Solomon?l1
Chronicles9:23.

5. Namethe many thingswhich were brought to King
Solomonin|l Chronicles9:24-25.

6. Who did King Solomon reign over, and what was
brought to himfrom Egypt and other lands?I1 Chronicles
9:26-28.

7. How many years did Solomon reign in Jerusalem?
Wherewasheburied? 1l Chronicles9:30-31.

LESSON I
REHOBOAM, KING OF JUDAH
ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles10:1-19.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles10:1.
" And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for to Shechem
wereall Isragl cometo makehimking."
NOTE: We have just finished studying about King

Solomon, and how he was the wisest and richest king
whoruled over Isragl. Thetemplewhich hebuilt for the
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1. For what purposedid al Israel cometo Shechem?l1
Chronicles10:1.

2. Whowas Jeroboam, and why did hecomeat thistime
to see Rehoboam?11 Chronicles10:2-4.

3. What did Rehoboam tell Jeroboam and hispeopleto
do? Il Chronicles10:5.

4. \With whom did Rehoboam take counsel, and what
didthey tell himtodo?1l Chronicles10:6-7.

5. did Rehoboam obey the old men?Withwhom did he
council withnext?1l Chronicles10:8-9.

6. What did theyoung men advise Rehoboam to do?I|
Chronicles10:10-11.

7. When Jeroboam and | the people cameto Rehoboam
onthethird day, what did King Rehoboamtell them? (11
Chronicles 10:12-14). Did he hearken to the old men's
or to theyoung men'sadvice?

8. When all Israel saw that the king would not hearken
unto them, what did they say to theking?11 Chronicles
10:16-17.

9. When King Rehoboam sent Hadoramto the children
of Isradl, what did they doto him?Did I srael rebel against
the house of David unto thisday? 11 Chronicles10:18-
19.

LESSON IV
THE DEATH OF KING REHOBOAM
Scripture Reading: 11 Chronicles12:1-16.
Golden Text: Il Chronicles12:16 (first part).

"And Rehoboam dept with hisfathers, and was bur-
iedinthecity of David..."
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1. Rehoboam has established the kingdom and strength-
ened himsdf. Washedtill obedient tothelaw of theLord?
Il Chronicles12:1.

2. Inwhat year did Shishak comeup against Jerusalem?
Why was this brought upon King Rehoboam? i
Chronicles12:2.

3. How many chariots, horsemen and peoplewerewith
Shishak, King of Egypt? Did he invade Judah? Il
Chronicles12:3-4.

4. Why did Shemaiah the prophet cometo Rehoboam
and the princesof Judah?1l Chronicles12:5.

5. Didthe princes of Isragl and the king then humble
themselves? Did the L ord grant them some deliverance
because they humbled themselves? 11 Chronicles12:6-
8.

6. Shishak came up against Jerusalem. What did hetake
away from the house of the Lord, and what did King
Rehoboam do then? 1 Chronicles12:9-11.

7. Rehoboam again humbled himself beforetheLord. Did
the Lord not send his wrath upon him this time? 11
Chronicles12:12.

8. How old wasKing Rehoboamwhen hebegantoreign
in Jerusalem? How many years did he reign there? 1
Chronicles12:13.

9. Weretherewarscontinually between Rehoboam

and Jeroboam?Wherewas Rehoboam buried, and
whoreignedinhisstead? 11 Chronicles 12:15-16.

AnswersPage23:. 9-5-10-6-8-4-3-1-2-7
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YOUR MOTHER - MY MOTHER

By Mrs. E. G Marsh

Theworldisfull of mothers-- al kinds of mothers,
but thereisonly oneyou can call "my mother.” | do not
know what you think of your mother, but | lovemy mother
dearly, and | am proud of her. Evenfromgirlhood, Mother
hasbeen my best earthly friend, and we have awaysbeen
comrades; haveyou ever seen anyoneel sesmother and
wished that she could be your mother -- thought that she
was nicer than your mother? Do you really know how
beautiful your mother is? | will tell you astory to make
planwhat | antryingtotell you. Two girlswerewaking
along the street when Mrs. Hunter, ahandsome, rightly
dressed woman, came out of her splendid hometo enter
acar. "That's Grace Hunter'smother! Isn't shethe pretti-
est woman you ever saw?' said Mamie to her friend,
Phoebe. "Guess Graceisawfully proud of her!" Phoebe
had alwaysthought her mother wasalittle round shoul-
dered, with atired faceand gray hairs.

After the girls passed on, Mamie made afew more
remarks, and ended by saying, "Wouldn't you be proud if
you had amother who looked likethat?' The question
stayed with Phoebelong after the girls had parted. How
would it seem, shethought, to have a beautiful mother
likethat? The mere sight of Grace Hunter's mother had
made her heart besat faster. Oh, if shetoo, had amother
of whom she could bevery proud!

Thehousewasvery still when Phoebe entered. In an-
other minute sheremembered that her mother wasover
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at the neighbor'staking care of sick Willie. But thehouse
wasall inorder, just asher mother had | eft it, althoughit
wasahumblehome.

Soon there was aknock at the door, and almost im-
mediately inwaked MissCrone, aneighbor. Phoebeloved
thislittle woman, whose sweet smile now greeted her.
Then camethequestion, "lsyour mother at home?”

"No, Mother's at Gray's. they're sick over there.
Mother stayed with themlast night and Sunday night.”

Miss Cronedrew along breath. "Phoebe,” she said,
"you must bevery proud of your mother!™

Phoebedid not know how to answer. She stood, |ook-
ing a MissCroneblankly.

"I wonder if you realize, Phoebe, what you mother
meansto her friendsand neighborshere! No, you do not.
Noneof uscan. If ever | fedl discouraged, | think of her
beautiful, helpful life, lightening other'sburdens. Youarea
fortunategirl, my dear, to have suchamother. 1 only hope
that you areas proud of her asshe deserves. Now | shall
go over to Mrs. Gray'sand send your mother homefor a
littlerest.” And thelittle woman went out, not knowing
what flood of thoughts shetired up in Phoebe'smind.

Phoebe stood | ooking thoughtfully out of thewindow
when the door opened, and her mother camein. Shewas
no longer young and looked years older than shewas.
Her facewasalittleweary, but her eyeshad shining bright-
nesslikeclear sunshinewasshesaid, "LittleWillieisbet-
ter, andweareso thankful to our heavenly Fether. | thought
last night that wewould losehim, but now it looksasif he
will get well!" She started towardsthe stoveto start din-
ner, when Phoebe caught her inher armssaying, "Mother,
O Mother! Why didn't | ever know before how beautiful
youare?'

And now, children, let thisbe alessonto us. Let us
look upon Mother asbeautiful, not because she can dress
prettily as Grace Hunter'smother did, but because of her
loving heart and her gentleways. L et usgive her theto-
kensof loveshedeserves, but aboveeverythingese, give
her thetruelove of our hearts.

" Dear Mother, ne'er shall | forget
Thy brow, thine eyes, thy pleasant smile;
Oh, never shall thy form depart
From the bright picture of my heart."
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"FAITH OF OURMOTHERS'

Faith of our mothers, living yet
In cradle song and bedtime prayer,
Innursery loveandfiresidelore,
Thy presencedtill invadestheair.
Faith of our mothers, living faith,
Wewill betrueto theetill death.

Faith of our mothers, living faith,
Thefount of childhood'strust and grace,
O may thy consecration prove
Thewellspring of anobler race.
Faith of our mothers, lavishfaith,
Wewill betrueto theetill death.

Faith of our mothers, guidingfaith,
For youthful longings,--youthful doubts,
How blurred our vision, blind our way,

Thy providentia carewithout.

Faith of our mothers, guidingfaith,

Wewill betrueto theetill death.

Faith of our mothers, Chrigtianfaith,
In truth beyond our man-made creeds,
Still servethehomeand savethe church,
And breathe the spirit through our deeds.
Faith of our mothers, Chrigtianfaith,
Wewill betruetotheetill death.

-Arthur B. Patten, 1920

Happy
Mother’s Da Y
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OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE COUPLES

Canyou match these Bible couples?
If not, look up the Bibleversesfor help.
Draw alinefromthenamesinthefirst column
to the correct namesin the second column.

ISAAC BATH-SHEBA (Il Samuel 12:24)
JACOB EVE (Genesis3:20)

ABRAHAM RUTH (Ruth4:13)

MOSES REBEKAH (Genesis24:20)
ADAM JEZEBEL (I Kings21:25)
AMRAM HANNAH (I Samuel 1:8)
ELKANAH RACHEL (Genesis46:19)
AHAB ZIPPORAH (Exodus18:2)
DAVID SARAH (Genesis23:19)

BOAZ JOCHEBED (Numbers 26:59)

MATCHING GAME

What occupation had each of thefollowing characters
of the Old and New Testaments?
Pacethe correct number besidethe occupation
inthe second column.

1. Peter _Ta_x-collector
2. Paul _ Priest

3. Luke _HOU%iNIfe

4. Boaz _LaNgIVG'

5. Eli _ Overseer

6. Moses __Farmer

7 Joshua _Physu an
8. Joseph (O.T) __Fisherman
9. Matthew __Tentmaker
10. Martha —Warrior
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