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By David Royer

Wefirst learn of these two men, Joshua and Caleb,
from the Old Testament account of Moses |eading the
childrenof Israel out of Egypt. About 70 daysafter leaving
Egypt, Moses and the Israglites reached Mt. Sinal
(Exodus 19:1-2). They camped therefor almost ayear
andthentraveled north for eleven days(Deut. 1:2) dong
thewestern side of the Gulf of Agabato Kadesh-Barnea
inthe Desert of Paran (seeMapA, and Locations 1, 4& 7).

Kadesh-Barnea was an oasis with many springs of
water and pastureland for their flocksand herds. Itis
close to the border of Canaan, and the Israelites were
poised to enter the Promised Land.
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Before deciding how to mount amilitary campaign
againgt theexigtinginhabitantsof Canaan, M osesneeded
accurate and up-to-date information about the towns,
cities, fortifications, military targets, inhabitance,
geography, forests, and availability of food sources. He
sent adozen spiesto gain thisintelligence, one person
fromeachtribeof |sradl, on asix-week misson. The 150-
mile incursion into Canaan was from
Beersheba and Hebron in the south to Damascus and
Hamathinthenorth. (Numbers13:21) (SeeMap B)
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€ Spies’ Journey

Caleb and Joshua are introduced to us as selected
spies. These two men, along with the other ten spies,
wererecognized leadersof their ancesiral tribe. (Numbers
13:2) [l assumethat sincethey would bedividing up the
land between the twelve tribes, it is important that
representativesfromall thetribesbeinonthisinitid survey
of Canaan).

Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, was approximately 40
years old when he became one of the 12 spies sent by
Mosesinto the Promised Land. He was a member of
Judah, thelargest of thetwel vetribes. Caleb and Joshua
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werethe only two spieswho brought back agood report
about the land and believed that God could help them
takeit. Much later, Caleb became one of the leaders of
Israel after the death of Joshua. God promised Caleb
and Joshua that they would receive the land they had
explored for themsel vesand their descendants. Also, they
weretold they would liveto gointo the Promised Land.

Joshua, the son of Nun, was also 40 yearsold and a
leader fromthetribeof Ephraim. Joshua sfirst appearance
in the Bible was in Exodus 17, when the Amalekites
attacked thel sradlitesimmediately after crossngthe Red
Sea. ItisJoshua, alk/aHosea, who |leads the counter-
attack. He defeats the enemy and eventually
becomes Moses sassstant and, ultimately, thelsraelites
leader after Moses' sdeath.

Thedetailed story of Isragl’sfailure at Kadesh-Barnea
is found in Numbers, Chapters 13&14. Hereis a
summary: After 40 days, the spiesreturnto Kadesh-Barnea
and meet with the entire encampment and Moses. They
carry alargecluster of grapeson apole between them.
They talk about the abundance of theland, “it doesflow
withmilk and honey.” But ten of the spiesarefrightened
by the prospect of defeating theinhabitants, saying the
citiesarefortified, and the peopleare more powerful than
us, and somearegigantic. Thereweremany kingdoms
and tribesto be conquered.

Calebtriesto reassure the people by saying, “Let us
go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to
overcomeit.” Tonoavail. Thenext day, al thechildren
of Israel (except afew) rebel and want to returnto Egypt.
Joshuaand Caebtry again: “ Andthey spakeunto al the
company of thechildrenof Isradl, saying, Theland, which
we passed throughto searchit, is an exceeding good land.
If the LORD delight inus, then hewill bring usintothis
land, and giveit us; aland which floweth with milk and
honey. Only rebel not yeagainst the LORD, neither fear
yethe people of theland; for they are bread for us: their
defenceisdeparted fromthem, and the LORD iswithus:
fear themnot.” (Numbers14.7-9)

Joshuaand Cdeb had faithin God'spromise. However,

even after building the Tabernacle and the Ark of the
Covenant, witnessing hundredsof miracles(fromthetime
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beforeleaving Egypt until thetimethey reached Kadesh-
Barnea), thechildren of Israel viewed God astoo weak
to help them enter and conquer the Promised Land. The
people's fear leadsto afailuretotrust God. Asaresult,
they rebelled against God's plan for them to enter the
land He promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
(Deut. 1:7-8).

Asaresult, God severely judged themfor their lack
of faith and condemned the | sraelitesto wander inthe
wildernessfor 40 years. All people of the exodus 20
yearsand older died, except two: Joshuaand Caleb. These
two menand theyounger generation entered the Promised
Land.

Likemany peopletoday, thisfirst generation walked
by sight and followed crowd rhetoric only and not by
fath. Therfalureisalessonfor us. “But without faith it
isimpossibleto please him: for hethat cometh to God
must believethat heis, and that heisarewarder of them
that diligently seek him.” (Hebrews11:6)

Note from the author: Locationsonthesemapsare
approximate, and someare under dispute.

" For we walk by
Faith not by sight"
(Il Corinthians 5:7)
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Dear Friend,
Don't follow evil ways.

Instead, imitate the good
and righteous life.
3 John 1:11a

HALLOWEEN: TRICK ORTREAT
From ThePost Newspaper, TexasCity, TX

[l Corinthians6:17 says, “ ...come out from among
them and beyeseparate, saith theLord...”

IsHalloweenwrong or evil? AsChrigtians, should we
celebrate Halloween? Arethere any clueswe can get
from the Bibleconcerning thistopic? Let usseewhat the
Biblehasto say!

What doesthe Bible say about Halloween?

Halloween does not have any direct referenceinthe
Bible. However, therearebiblica principlesthat directly
relateto the celebration of Halloween. Thebest way to
understand how Halloween relatesto the Bibleisto ook
at themeaning of Halloween anditshistory.

What doesHalloween mean?

Theword Halloween literally meanstheevening before
ALL HALLOWSDAY (or All Saints Day) celebrated
on November 1. Halloweenis celebrated on October
31. Theoriginand meaning of Halloween are derived
from ancient Cdltic harvest festivals, but over time, we
have seen Haloween asanight of candy, trick-or-treating,
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pumpkins, ghosts, and desath.
Thehistory of Halloween.

Halloween aswe know it, began over 1,900 years
ago in England, Ireland, and Northern France. 1t was
known to be the biggest holiday of the year which
emphasized that day asthe time when the souls of the
dead supposedly could minglewiththeliving. Also, it
wasthetimewhen demons, witches, and evil spiritsfregly
roamed the earth with joy to greet the arrival of “their
season.” Thedemonswould havefunwith mortalsthat
night. However, to escapethefury of these demons, a
human could disguise himself asoneof themandjoinin
their roaming, whichiswhy peopledresstheway they do
on Halloween. Therewasa so the custom of eating or
giving away fruit, especially apples. Today thefruitis
replaced by candy.

So, the question is should Christians celebrate
Halloween? Asagodly-thinking person, consider for a
moment what you are celebrating and what Halloween
stands for. Philippians 4:8 says, “Finally, brethren,
whatever things are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever thingsarejust, pure, lovely, and are of good
report, if thereisany virtueand anything praiseworthy—
meditate on thesethings.” Istheholiday uplifting, pure,
lovely, praiseworthy, or of good report? No, it'snot! It
isnot based on godly themes such astheideaof peace,
freedom, and salvation in Jesus Christ. It does recall
fedingsof fear, oppression and bondage. TheBibledoes
not sanction witchcraft, witches, and sorcery. Itisclear
these practicesare an abominationto the L ord.

L eviticus 20:27 saysanyonewho practiced witchcraft
and sorcery should bekilled. Deuteronomy 18:9-13also
speaks about witchcraft, mediums, or aspiritualist, or
claims to speak with the dead. These things are an
abomination to the Lord. Also, in Ephesians5:11, as
Chrigianswearecaled NOT to havefdlowshipwiththe
unfruitful worksof darkness, but rather exposethem. We
should have no association with any kind of darkness.

[l Corinthians6:17 says* Come out from among them
and be separate, saystheLord.
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The Scriptures present theimportanceand significance
of names which God has applied to His servants, and
especialy to His Church in the New Testament. Jesus
saidin John 17:11 that they wereto beinthe nameof the
Father (God); and Paul said the samething in Ephesians
3:14-15.

Thisnew name (Church of God) bearsastandard of

righteousness. "Unto thechurch of Godwhichisa Corinth,
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints, with al that in every placecall upon the name of
JesusChrist our Lord, boththeirsand ours’ (I Corinthians
1.2).
Herewefind that in every place al who called on the
Lord were set apart from theworldin Christ Jesus, and
the Church of God were called to be saints. Now, if we
canfind aBibledefinition for theword "saint,” wewill
know the standard of righteousnessof the church. "Here
isthe patience of thesaints. herearethey that keep the
commandmentsof God, and thefaith of Jesus' (Revela-
tion14:12).

"L ooking unto Jesusthe author and finisher of our faith;
whofor thejoy that was set before him endured thecross,
despising the shame, and isset down at theright hand of
thethrone of God" (Hebrews 12:2). "Beloved, when |
gavedl diligenceto writeunto you of thecommon salva-
tion, it was needful for meto writeunto you, and exhort
you that ye should earnestly contend for thefaithwhich
wasoncedelivered untothesaints' (Jude3).

If therewere no successorsto thetwelve and the sev-
enty chosen by Chrit, thenthework would have stopped
with the death of these men, but we know that Christ
expected othersto be chosen by | ot to succeed the ones
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who died. Somewill say that M atthias was not chosen
and accepted of the Lord and that Paul took Judas place
severa yearslater, but fromthe Scripturewelearn differ-
ently. Fromthefollowing testimony wewill seethat oth-
erswere chosen before 96 A.D.

"Then thetwelve called the multitude of thedisciples
unto them, and said, It isnot reason that we should leave
theword of God, and servetables...And the saying pleased
thewhole multitude: and they chose Stephen, aman fulll
of faithand of theHoly Ghogt..." (Acts6:2,5).

It can readily be seen that thetwelve called the dis-
ciplestogether and Stephen was chosento help takecare
of thematter of serving tables. Hewasaso anevangdlist.
Paul had not yet been converted. Wewill now read about
him as Saul at Stephenssdeath.

"And cast him (Stephen) out of the city, and stoned
him: and thewitnesseslaid downtheir clothesat ayoung
man's feet, whose name was Saul. And they stoned
Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, re-
celvemy spirit” (Acts7:58-59). " And when the blood of
thy martyr Stephen was shed, | (Paul, then called Saul)
also was standing by, and consenting unto hisdeath, and
kept theraiment of them that dew him" (Acts22:20).

Thisprovesthat there were Twelve apostles before
Paul was converted. They (the apostles) called aconfer-
ence. Stephen was chosen for aspecia work, and later
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wefind Paul consenting to hisdeath. You will find that
Paul was one of the prophets or one of the seventy until
after thekilling of James; then Paul and Barnabaswere
ordained into the apostleship.

Jesusistheauthor and finisher of our faith and deliv-
eredit tothe saints. The remnant church waskeeping the
commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus. See
Revelation 12:17. Then thetestimony of Jesusthat the
saintskept wasthefaith of Jesusthat He authorized and
delivered to the saints, and includes both the Old and
New Testament.

"Receiving theend of your faith, even the salvation of
your souls. Of which sdvationthe prophetshaveinquired
and searched diligently, who prophesied of thegracethat
should comeuntoyou: Searchingwhat, or what manner
of timethe Spirit of Christ whichwasinthemdid signify,
whenit testified beforehand the sufferingsof Christ, and
theglory that should follow" (I Peter 1:9-11). "God, who
at sundry timesand in diversmanners spakeintime past
unto thefathersby the prophets, Hath in theselast days
spokenunto usby HisSon..." (Hebrews 1:1). "Who bare
record of theword of God, and of thetestimony of Jesus
Chrigt, and of all thingsthat hesaw" (Revelation 1:1-2).

"What shall we say then?1sthelaw sin? God forbid.
Nay, | had not known sin, but by thelaw: for | had not
known lust, except thelaw had said, Thou shalt not covet”
(Romans7:7). "Now weknow that what things soever
thelaw saith, it saith to themwho areunder thelaw: that
every mouth may be stopped, and all theworld may be-
comeguilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the
law thereshall noflesh bejustifiedin hissight: for by the
law isthe knowledge of sin" (Romans 3:19-20). "For
whosoever shall keep thewholelaw, and yet offendin
onepoint, heisguilty of al. For hethat said, Do not com-
mit adultery, said dso, Donot kill. Now if thou commit no
adultery, yetif thoukill, thou art becomeatransgressor of
thelaw" (James2:10-11). (Seed so Matthew 5:17; Luke
16:17)."All unrighteousnessissan...” (1 ohn 5:17) "Sinis
thetransgression of thelaw.” (I John 3:4).

Thelaw isthe TEN COMMANDMENTS, sorigh-
teousnessisobedienceto thelaw and to thetestimonies
of Jesus. The church of the new Testament did not use
strong drink or touch the unclean things (See Galatians
5:19-22; 11 Corinthians6:17-18; 11 Corinthians 7:1) be-
cause God had forbiddenit, and to do so would betrans-
gression of the tenth commandment which forbidsusto
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covet thethingsthat God hasnot given usor thethings
that belong to another.

TheNew Testament " Church of God" isto bewithout
spot or wrinkle, holy, without blemish, clothedintherigh-
teousnessof saints, with God the eternal Rock of Agesas
itsfoundation; with the twelve apostles and the seventy
elders asits officers, and the seven deacons (Acts 6).
Thenameisthe"Church of God," her standard of righ-
teousness - the commandments of God and thefaith of
Jesus, completeinHimwholoved usand gaveHislifefor
us, ready and waiting when He comesfor His Church.

TheSandard Summarized

If everybody kept thefirst commandment, therewould
beno oneintheworld having other gods before Him.

If everybody kept the second commandment, there
would benoidolatry intheworld.

If everybody kept the third commandment, there
would be no cursing intheworld, nor taking the Lord's
nameinvain.

If everybody kept the fourth commandment, there
would beno Sabbath-bresking intheworld, for they would
be keeping God'smemorial of creation, the seventh day
Sabbath.

If everybody kept thefifth commandment, therewould
be no fathersand mothersdishonored in theworld.

If everybody kept the sixth commandment therewould
be no murderersintheworld.

If everybody kept the seventh commandment, there
would be no adultery or fornicationintheworld and no
children born out of wedlock.

If everybody kept the eighth commandment, there
would be no rogues, thieves, or robbersin theworld and
all thelock making companieswould haveto go out of
business.

If everybody kept the ninth commandment, there
would benoliarsor falsewitnessesin theworld.

If everybody kept the tenth commandment, there
would be no covetousnessor greed intheworld.

Now, if theserighteous principleswere manifestinthe
livesof al the peopleof the earth seasoned with thein-
sruction of thetestimony of Jesuswewouldbelivingina
world of peace and righteousness. These principleswill
decide our entranceinto the holy city and Kingdom of
God. SeeReveation 22:14. AMEN.
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Did Jesus Cleanse All M eats?

By David Del.ong

Jesus addressed agroup of Jews:. "And hecalled the
multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand: Not
that which goeth into the mouth defileth aman; but that
which cometh out of themouth, thisdefilethaman. Then
camehisdisciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that
the Phariseeswere offended, after they heard thissaying?
But heanswered and said, Every plant, which my heav-
enly Father hath not planted, shall berooted up. Let them
aone: they beblindleadersof theblind. Andif theblind
lead theblind, both shdl fal into theditch. Thenanswered
Peter and said unto him, Declare unto usthis parable.
And Jesussaid, Areyealso yet without understanding?
Do not yeyet understand, that whatsoever enterethin at
the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the
draught? But thosethingswhich proceed out of themouth
comeforth from the heart; and they defile the man. For
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulter-
ies, fornications, thefts, falsewitness, blasphemies. These
arethethingswhich defileaman: but to eat with unwashen
hands defileth not aman™ (Matthew 15:10-20).

The cleansing of unclean meats was never an issue
here. Jesus, in Hismissionto fulfill thelaw, would not
havetaken thelaw of the clean and unclean away. The
whole crux of the matter iswhat Jesus said in Hislast
statement to the Jews: "but to eat with unwashen hands
defileth not aman.” Jesusexplained thisparableto Peter
andtheother disciples.

Now, let usjump anumber of years ahead to thetime
when Jesus has already gone back to heaven. Peter is
contemplating avisionthat he hasreceived of the L ord.
"Onthemorrow, asthey went ontheir journey, and drew
nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to
pray about the sixth hour: And he became very hungry,
and would have eaten: but whilethey madeready, hefell
into atrance, And saw heaven opened, and acertain vessdl
descending unto him, asit had been agreat sheet knit at
thefour corners, and let downtotheearth: Whereinwere
all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild
beasts, and creeping things, and fowlsof theair. Andthere
cameavoiceto him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. But Peter
said, Not so, Lord; for | havenever eaten any thing that is
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common or unclean. Andthevoice spakeuntohimagain
the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not
thou common. Thiswasdonethrice: and the vessel was
received up againinto heaven. Now while Peter doubted
in himself what thisvisionwhich he had seen should meen,
behold, themenwhichweresent from Corndliushad made
inquiry for Simon’shouse, and stood beforethe gate, And
called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed
Peter, werelodged there While Peter thought onthevision,
the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee.
Arisetherefore, and get thee down, and go with them,
doubting nothing: for | have sent them. Then Peter went
downtothemenwhichweresent unto himfrom Corndlius,

and said, Behold, | an he whom ye seek: what is the
causewhereforeye arecome?And they said, Cornelius
the centurion, ajust man, and onethat feareth God, and
of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was
warned from God by an holy angel to send for theeinto
hishouse, and to hear wordsof thee. Then called hethem
in, and lodged them. And onthe morrow Peter went away
withthem, and certain brethren from Joppaaccompanied
him. And the morrow after they entered into Caesarea.
And Corneliuswaited for them, and had called together
hiskinsmen and near friends. And as Peter was coming
in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and
worshipped him. But Peter took him up, saying, Stand
up; | myself dsoamaman. And ashetakedwithhim, he
went in, and found many that were cometogether. And
he said unto them, Ye know how that it isan unlawful

thing for aman that isa Jew to keep company, or come
unto one of another nation; but God hath showed methat
| should not call any man common or unclean” (Acts10:9-
28).

Jesus had already explained the parable to Peter in
Matthew 15. Thereforeif Jesus had cleansed unclean
meats then Peter could not have called these meats
"common or unclean”. Theend result of thevisionwas:
"but God hath showed methat | should not call any man
commonor unclean.”
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EXCHANGEDLIFE
By Al Dyke

The Key To Happiness
And Effectiveness

Areyou sometimesfrustrated with thelack of progress
in your Christian life? Perhaps you have difficulty
overcoming asin, or relating to other peopleor loving
others. Many peopleare not aseffective asthey would
liketo beintheir personal, family or churchlivesorin
their careers.

| have been a Christian 37 years and most of those
years have been a struggl e to become a better person.
Asanevangdist | havefound an even greater struggleto
bethekind of personthat | felt God wanted meto be. |
tried so hard —reading the Bible, praying, going to church,
witnessing, preaching, writing, but | did not seemto be
making thekind of progress| wanted to make, and | was
not really happy. But those strugglesare now inthe past.
| havefound the secret for happinessand effectiveness.
Itistheexchangedlife.

| am not saying there are no problemsin thelife of
children of God. TheBibletalksabout thefact that we
"wrestle” against powerful spiritual forces, and a so that
we can expect persecution. Butinthemidst of opposition,
| havefound theway to experience God'sjoy and peace
andto beeffectivein Chrigt.

First of all, we need to recognize that God has a
gandardfor our liveswhichisfar different thantheworld's
standard. Happinessand successisnot theattainment of
financia security, material possessionsor arespectable
positioninyour business, profession, job or community.
Genuine happiness and success is found through
forgivenessof your snsand experiencing thedivinelifeof
God; living by thedivinelifeof Christinyou. Itisanew
qudity of life--alifeof love, joy, peaceand purpose. Itis
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being one—in union—with God and His Son.

Thechild of God'slifeisnot what you do for God but
what Hedoesinand throughyou. Jesussaid:

“1 amthe vine, and you are the branches: he who
abidesin me, and | in him, he bears much fruit; for
apart fromme you can do nothing” (John 15:5).

Asyou abidein union with Christ HelivesHislife
through you, producing fruit —effectiveness.. Soitisnot
what you do but what Christ does through you asyou
abidein Him. Effectivenessisaccomplished by Christ
living Hislifethroughyou.

In Romans6, weread that many wonderful thingswere
accomplished for usby Christ when Hedied and arose
fromthedead. When Christ died onthecross, Hepaid
for our sinsand Hefreed usfrom the power of sin. We
arefree both from the penaty and the power of sin. Our
old nature of sinwascrucified with Christ (verses6-7).
Christ’sresurrection from the dead givesusanew life—
now inthislifetimeandforever (verse4).

Because of what Christ has done for us, Romans 6
goes on to say, “ Even so consider yourselves to be
dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus’ (verse
11). Soall youneedtodoisconsider yourself to bewhat
you dready arein Christ. Itisnot uptoyoutodietosin
andliveanew life. Consider it accomplishedin Christ
andtrust Himto live Hisnew lifethrough you.

Ephesians2:8-9tellsusthat salvationis God swork.
You cannot accomplishit yoursdf. Whilemaost Chrigtians
know that salvationisafreegift or God and they cando
nothing to earnit, not very many know that they must live
their Christian livesin the sameway —not by their own
effort but by Christ living Hislifethrough them.

“ As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the
Lord, sowalkinhim” (Colossians 2:6).

Living the Christ-likelife dependson God just asyour
salvation depends on Him. God does not want you to
livefor Him. Hewantsyouto liveHislifeinand through
you, anditistheonly way you canlivethe Chrigtianlife
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effectively.

You can decideto liveby thenew lifeof Christinyou
or by your old life. Several times each day you must
decidewhich lifewill be expressed through you. The
Bibleisour guidefor right and wrong, but the life of
Chrigtinusisthe power tolivealifeof righteousness.

You areacontainer of God'slifeif youareasaint, just
as non-Christians contain thelife of Satan. We do not
liveour ownlivesbut welivethelifeof theonewhoisin
us.

“We have thistreasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God and not of us
(Il Corinthians4:7).

Paul expressed it thisway in hisletter to the Galatians.

“1 am crucified with Christ, nevertheless | live:
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the lifewhich |
now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me”
(Galatians 2:20).

Thisisthe secret for anew life—areally happy and
successful life. Stop trying to be somebody —asuccessful
or good person. Just consider your old life dead and
buried and your new lifeto be Christ living inyou and
through you. It really istrue: just redlize it and live
accordingly. Allow ChristtoliveHisdivinelifethrough
youintheplaceof your oldlife. Thisistheexchanged
life.

Asyoutrust ChrigttoliveHislifethroughyou, you can
be surethat everything He doesisgood (Romans 8:28).
Even the seemingly purposelessand bad thingsare part
of Hisplan. Thisisjoy, peaceand success.

Trustinthe | ordwith al thine [Teart
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THINE HEART

"Thy word havel hidinmineheart that | might notsin
againgt thee." "I will put my lawsinto their hearts, andin
their mindswill I writethem.” And, " O how lovel thy law!
Itismy meditation all theday.” Theabovearethewords
of the Psalmist David and of thewriter of the Book of
Hebrews.

The commandments of God, inthe nature of things,
arebinding on Hiscreation, and all of them, | believe,
wereinfull forceprior totheir beingwrittenat Sinai.

TheApostle Paul said that "wherenolaw is, thereis
no transgression,” and the A postle John points out that
"snisthetransgression of thelaw."

Cain, who lived many centuriesbeforethelaw was
written on stone, killed hisbrother, andwassaidtobea
murderer. Prior totheflood, snwasintheearth, and the
peoplewere destroyed for their sins.

God'sWord isunchangeable, and He has declared
that Hewill never change the Word that has gone out of
Hismouth.

Think you not that you would rather appear before
Godinthejudgment, having kept al Hiscommandments,
than to appear beforeHimto say, "I havefollowed the
traditionsof men, | havekept nine of the Ten Command-
ments, | have served and bowed down to gods of wood
and of stone," or, "' | becamemad & my neighbor last week,
and | cursed with al my might, taking thenameof Godin
vain, andfinaly inafitof anger | killed him," or, "I have
faithfully kept all of the commandments of God, except
onethat saysthat the seventh day isthe Sabbath of the
Lord thy God.

"Circumstances did not seem to makeit convenient
todo so, and | havefollowedinthewakeof Christendom,
and have kept Sunday for the Sabbath, and Lord, whilel
did not have muchfaithinit asthe Sabbath, and | knew
that it had itsorigin with peoplewho worshi pped the sun,
and that many people among whom were the Romans,
and that finally Constantine, the Roman emperor, living
300yearsthisside of Christ, beganto, and did put their
sedl upon that day, sincewhichtime people havefasely
saidthat Christ arosefromthedead onthat day, and there-
forefalsely stated that the Sabbath holinesswastrans-
ferredto Sunday.”

Again, theword of the Psalmist, "O how lovel thy
law! Itismy meditationdl theday.”
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God hasgiven you something preciousanditisyour
body. When you think about it, the body isamiracle. It
camefrom the union of one sperm and one egg that were
extremely small and not evennoticed at firt. It wasim-
planted in your mother'sbody and began to grow. From
thisunion came abody of bones, muscles, skin, heart,
stomach and so much more. You are unique and thereis
no other personjust likeyou. All of thisis God's handi-
work andistruly amiracle. Itisup toyouto carefor this
body anddo dl you canto keepit functioning at aheadthy
level. What you eat and drink isvital. What you do with
your body intheform of exercising, keeping clean, caring
forinjuries, sheltering it and so much moreisextremely
important. Neglect toward your body, inany form, can
lead to disastrous consequences. If you becomeill and
ignoreit, thiscan lead to moreillnessesthat can cause
malfunctionsinthe body causing seriousdebilitationsin
theability of your body to function. If you haveapainin
your hand, it affectstheactivitiesyouareableto do. Turn-
ing adoorknob becomesdifficult, asdoes brushing your
hair and teeth, picking up things, typing onthe computer
and so much more. A little painin the hand can lead to
pain and sicknessin other partsof the body caused from
compensating and overuse of the other body parts. When
you think of this preciousgift that God hasgiven you,
perhaps you will want to do all you can to keep your
body physicdly strong and active. It isimportant that you
keep the mind, soul and spirit healthy, too. All of these
thingsfunctiontogether to keep you enjoyinglifeandliv-
ing theway God desiresfor youtolive.

STOPright now and contemplate serioudly another
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body that is even more precious than your own body!
Scripturewill describeit quitewell. Ephesians 1:22-23
speaks of Jesus Christinthismanner: "And hath put all
thingsunder hisfeet, and gave himto bethe head over dl
thingsto THE CHURCH, WHICH ISHISBODY, the
fulnessof himthat fillethdl inal.” Turningto Colossians
chapter one, moreinformationisgiven concerningthis
body: "And he (Christ) istheHEAD OF THE BODY,
THE CHURCH: whoisthebeginning, thefirstbornfrom
thedead; that indl thingshe might havethe preeminence.
... Paul am made a minister; Who now rejoicein my
sufferingsfor you, andfill up that whichisbehind of the
afflictionsof Christinmy fleshfor HISBODY'SSAKE,
WHICH ISTHE CHURCH: Whereof | ammadeamin-
ister, according to the dispensation of God whichisgiven
tomefor you, tofulfil theword of God" (verses 18, 23-
25). These Scripturesare backed up in Romans 12:4-5:
"For as we have many MEMBERS IN ONE BODY,
and all membershave not the sameoffice: Sowe, being
many, are ONEBODY IN CHRIST, and EVERY ONE
MEMBERSONE OFANOTHER." The Scripturesare
clear about thisPRECIOUSBODY. It istalking about
the BODY OF CHRIST and that BODY IS THE
CHURCH! After Hisdeath, Jesus becamethe BODY
OF THE CHURCH ON EARTH. Thisisnot the physi-
cal aspect such asthe church building inwhich you meet
butitisthe SPIRITUAL BODY that isbeing presented.
Paul informed those under hiscarethat those personson
earth madeup THISBODY. He had become aminister
inthisCHURCH BODY and spent therest of hislife
building upthe CHURCH BODY.
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Now itisimportant to find out just who aremembers
of thisprecious spiritual body of Christ, the churchon
earth. "For asthe body isone, and hath many members,
and all the members of that one body, being many, are
onebody: soasoisChrist. For by one Spirit areweall
baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been all madeto
drink into one Spirit. For the body isnot one member, but
many (I Corinthians 12:12-14). This passage Statesthat
apersonisbaptized into the body. If you have accepted
Jesus asyour Savior, repented of your sins, been bap-
tized and had thelaying on of handsto receivethe Holy
Spirit, you areamember of the spiritual body of Chrigt,
the Church. You at this point would join the scores of
otherswho havefollowed the same procedure and make
up themembership of the Church. Thisincludeseveryone
in the world that has done this. It isnot just those that
worshipwithyouinthephysical church buildingbutis
everyonethat hasjoined thespiritua body of the Church.
It does not matter where you live because the body of
Christ isnot limited to any boundaries. Sometimes a
person'sthinking limitsthem to think only of thosethey
personally know and worship withinaphysica church
building. Areyou amember of the body of Christ?1f so,
you may need to take specia notice of how thebody isto
function and consider your partinall theoveral opera-
tion.

God does not |eave uswithout guidance concerning
how the preciousbody of Christ, HisChurch onearth, is
to function. The apostle Paul, the authority on building
spiritua churches, gavedefiniteingructions. Teketimeto
very carefully consider what needsto bedoneto havea
strong, effectiveand living body of Christ. Mediateonal
the Scripturesand ask God to enlighten you to becomea
more effective member of Christ's precious body. Start
thisexaminationinthe Scripturesby sudying| Corinthians
12:12-21. "For asthe body isone, and hath many mem-
bers, and all the members of that one body, being many,
areonebody: so alsoisChrist. For by one Spirit arewe
all baptized into one body, whether we be Jeaws or Gen-
tiles, whether we bebond or free; and have been all made
todrink into one Spirit. For the body isnot one member,
but many. If thefoot shall say, Becausel am not the hand,
| am not of the body; isit therefore not of thebody?And
if theear shall say, Becausel am not theeye, | am not of
the body; isit therefore not of the body? If the whole
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body were an eye, wherewerethe hearing? If thewhole
were hearing, where were the smelling? But now hath
God set themembersevery oneof theminthebody, asit
hath pleased him. And if they wered| onemember, where
werethebody?But now arethey many members, yet but
one body. And the eye cannot say unto the hand, | have
no need of thee: nor again the head to thefeet, | haveno
need of you."

Thispassageclearly satesin verseeighteenthat GOD
establishesevery member inthebody asit pleasesHim.
Heknowsthat every member of the body must berepre-
sented and AL L members must work together. If some-
oneisnot performing hisparticular function, al themem-
bersare affected. No one should be turned away from
their proper functioning of ahealthy body of Christ, the
Church.

Therearemoreinstructionsfrom Paul for the func-
tioning of thebody in| Corinthians 12:22-27: "Nay, much
morethose membersof the body, which seemto bemore
feeble, are necessary: And those members of the body,
whichwethink to belesshonourable, upon thesewebe-
stow moreabundant honour; and our uncomely partshave
more abundant comeliness. For our comely partshave
no need: but God hath tempered the body together, hav-
ing given moreabundant honour to that part whichlacked:
That there should be no schismin the body; but that the
membersshould havethe same careonefor another. And
whether one member suffer, all thememberssuffer with
it; or one member be honoured, al the membersrejoice
withit. Now yearethebody of Christ, and membersin
particular.”

This passage states that one member cannot say to
another member of the body that they are not needed.
Not even themember that seemsunimportant or not nec-
essary can beremoved. It may bethe"cog that keepsthe
wheelsturning.” Remember God has put this body to-
gether, not man. Thispassageinstructsthat therebe NO
divisonsinthebody of Christ and that all membersmust
be aware of the needs of othersand beready to minister
to them. There should becomfort andjoy becausedl are
members of the preciousbody of Christ.

Paul gives more information to be studied from |
Corinthians 12 concerning the structure of the body of
Christ, the Church. Thisisfoundinverses1, 4-11 and
28-30: "Now concerning spiritud gifts, brethren, | would
not haveyouignorant...Now therearediversitiesof gifts,
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but the same Spirit. And therearedifferencesof adminis-
trations, but thesame Lord. And there are diversities of
operations, but itisthesame Godwhichworkethal indll.
But themanifestation of the Spiritisgiventoevery manto
profit withal. For to oneisgiven by the Spirit theword of
wisdom,; to another theword of knowledge by the same
Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the
giftsof healing by the same Spirit; To another theworking
of miracles, to another prophecy; to another discerning of
Spirits; to another diverskindsof tongues; to another the
interpretation of tongues. But all theseworketh that one
andthesdfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severdly as
hewill."

The healthy body of Christ must be operated effi-
ciently withmany different people. It takesthosewho are
tdentedinadminigration, thosewho undergand theoverdl
operationsand those who have specia giftsand talents.
Noticethat God issetting the positionsand Hehasgiven
theHoly Spirit to guide each oneintheir particular roleor
roles. Thestructure of the Church beginswith the gposties
who are chosen to oversee the entire body of Christ
throughout theworld. They have an extremely difficult
and vital job of keeping thetruth first and foremost and
seeing that the worldwide body isfunctioning at alevel
that isconducivetothegrowth of every facet of the Church
workings. Thisisnot aone-man operation.

Paul hasmany moreinstructionsfor the operation of
the body of Christ. Carefully consider what he addsin
Romans12:3-16: "For | say, throughthegracegiven unto
me, to every man that isamong you, not to think of him-
salf more highly than he ought to think; but to think so-
berly, according as God hath dedlt to every manthe mea:
sureof faith. For aswe have many membersin onebody,
and all membershave not the same office: Sowe, being
many, are one body in Christ, and every one members
one of another. Having then giftsdiffering according to
the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us
prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or minis-
try, let uswait on our ministering: or hethat teacheth, on
teaching; Or hethat exhorteth, on exhortation: hethat
giveth, let him do it with ssimplicity; hethat ruleth, with
diligence; hethat showeth mercy, with cheerfulness. L et
love bewithout dissimulation. Abhor that whichisevil;
cleavetothat whichisgood. Bekindly affectionate one
to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one
another; Not dothful inbusiness; fervent in spirit; serving
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theLord; Regjoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; con-
tinuing instant in prayer; Distributing to the necessity of
saints; given to hospitality. Blessthem which persecute
you: bless, and curse not. Rg oicewith themthat dore-
joice, and weep with them that weep. Be of the same
mind onetoward another. Mind not high things, but con-
descend to men of low estate. Be not wisein your own
conceits.”

Thispassage again discussesgifts, abilitiesand skills
andtheir important useinthebody of Christ. Eachgiftis
necessary but the personwith thegift MUST useit for the
benefit of thewhole Church group because"al members
have not thesameoffice." If that giftisnot functioning, it
impedes everyone becauseweall are"members one of
another.” Then Paul discusseshow membersshouldin-
teract. Theremust belovewithout pretense or deception
among the brothersand sisters. When evil ispresent get
away from it and embrace good. Preference needsto be
givenfor keeping company with those of thefaith rather
than those of theworld. It isnecessary to rgjoiceinthe
hope of the Lord, awayswalking in the Spirit. Prayer
must be apriority. Be hospitable and bless otherswith
your words. You cannot ever forget what ismast impor-
tant -THE BODY OF CHRIST. The body must be
healthy and functioningin harmony.

Hopefully your mindisstill sharp and concentrating
on vital words from the Bible concerning the body of
Christ. Paul again provides further instruction for the
proper functioning of thebody of Chrit, the Church. They
arefoundin Colossians 3:1-15: "If yethen berisen with
Christ, seek those thingswhich are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on
thingsabove, not onthingsontheearth. For yearedead,
andyour lifeishidwith Christin God. When Christ, who
isour life, shadl appear, then shal ye a so gppear withhim
inglory. Mortify thereforeyour memberswhich areupon
the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection,
evil concupiscence, and covetousness, whichisidolatry:
For which things sakethewrath of God cometh onthe
children of disobedience: Inthewhich yealsowalked
sometime, whenyelivedinthem. But now yea so put off
al these; anger, wrath, mdice, blagphemy, filthy commu-
nication out of your mouth. Lienot oneto another, seeing
that ye have put off the old man with hisdeeds, And have
put onthe new man, whichisrenewedin knowledge after
theimageof himthat created him: Wherethereisneither
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Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbar-
ian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christisall,andinall.
Put on therefore, asthe elect of God, holy and beloved,
bowelsof mercies, kindness, humblenessof mind, meek-
ness, longsuffering; Forbearing oneanother, and forgiving
oneanother, if any man haveaquarre against any: even
asChrist forgaveyou, so alsodoye. And aboveall these
things put on charity, whichisthe bond of perfectness.
And let the peace of God ruleinyour hearts, tothewhich
adsoyearecalledin onebody; and beyethankful."

This passage remindsyou that you have sacrificed
your worldly living anditistimeto concentrateon living
like Christ every second of your life. You do thisby fo-
cusing on heavenly thingsnot earthly things Thismay be
difficult to do becausetheworldisuponyou but itisnot
what isimportant. Thereisquitealist of thingsthat you
must "mortify" or kill because they causeyouto disobey
God. Do not skip over them lightly becauseeven just one
areaof disobedienceinyour life can break your com-
munionwith God and HisPrecious Son. Yesalittle"white'
liecounts, asdo angry wordswithout ajust cause. If you
"haveput off theold man" and " have put onthe new man,”
youwill befollowing ALL theinstructionslistedinverse
twelvethroughfifteen. Itisquitealist and nothing can be
left out if you areto walk in peace with God and your
fdlowmen.

Examination of onemoreof Paul'swritingswill bring
about aclearer understanding of how thisall worksto-
gether. Thispassageisfrom Ephesians4:1-7, 11-16: "
therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye
walk worthy of thevocationwherewithyearecalled, With
al lowlinessand meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing
oneanother inlove; Endeavouring to keep theunity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. Thereisonebody, and one
Spirit, even asyearecalled in one hope of your calling;
OneL ord, onefaith, one baptism, One God and Father
of al, whoisabovedl, andthroughdl, andinyoual. But
unto every oneof usisgiven graceaccording tothemea
sureof thegift of Christ... And he gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers;, For the perfecting of the saints, for
thework of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Chrigt: Till weadl comeintheunity of thefaith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto aperfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of thefulnessof Christ: That
we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro,
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and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
deight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they liein
wait to deceive; But spesking thetruthinlove, may grow
upinto himinall things, whichisthe head, even Christ:
Fromwhom thewholebody fitly joined together and com-
pacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to
theeffectual workinginthemeasureof every part, maketh
increase of thebody unto theedifying of itself inlove.”
Thereare somekey wordsthat need to be highlighted
toaidyouinyour pursuit of hel ping to maintain ahealthy
body of Christ. They are: worthy, vocation, lowliness,
meekness, longsuffering, forbearing, love, endeavoring,
unity, bond, peace.... Thesed| work together to strengthen
you to carry onthework that isnecessary for the body.
Again Paul mentionsthe apostles, prophets, etc. But of
great importanceisthereason for such workers. They
areto perfect thesaints, beinvolvedintheministry andto
edify thewholebody of Christ. Edification meanstoin-
struct or teach in such away asto bring about improve-
ment, to bring enlightenment and to uplift spiritudly. This
can be such animportant aspect of keeping the members
of the Churchworkingto their fullest capacity. It brings
encouragement that resultsin harder workers. It cannot
be overlooked why al of thisissoimportant. Versethir-
teen saysitisall for bringing about unity of everyone's
faith, toincreasein the knowledge of Jesusandto strive
for perfection through the fullness of Jesus our Savior!
Verse sixteen relates that the whole body then can be
joined and compacted together becaused that isneeded
issupplied. Every part of the body isworkingin harmony
and therewill be an earthy, thriving body. It takes effec-
tiveworking of everyoneasawhole. The outcomewill
beawonderful relationship among thebrothersand sis-
ters, which opensthe door for the growth of the Church
body, resultingin bringing glory to God.
Inthisarticlemuch hasbeen quoted from the episties
of the apostle Paul. It would be of benefit to pause and
think about him and thework hedid whilealivesolong
ago. Thereisno doubt that hewas zeal ous (devoted and
enthusiastic) about what hewas doing. Jesushad given
thecommandto”...Goyeinto all theworld, and preach
thegospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). Thiswasto
bring thousandsto salvation. Paul took thiscommand se-
rioudy and wasgoing to bring asmany to salvationashe
possibly could. It wasalsoimportant to him to not leave
those brought to salvation on their own. Paul wasgoing
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to support themto growing inthefaith. Heorganized and
supervised the growth of the church groups, the body of
Christ,inmany different places. Heknew the saintsin-
volved quiteintimately, doing hisbest to keep in contact
withthem at all times. Paul knew from this contact what
correction they needed and he rebuked them as needed.
Not only that but he was one to praise and exhort the
members of the body of Christ and encourage themto
carry onthework. If Paul saw thingsthat werenot right,
heinformed and corrected thoseinvolved.

Paul had to spend most of thistimekeeping in con-
tact with the different church groups and thiskept him
traveling much of thetime. He knew he could not build
strong churcheswithout strong involvement. Thetravel -
ing Paul did wasvery difficult. It wasn't liketoday where
you canridein comfort and arrivein afew hours. No, it
waswakinginal kindsof wegther, riding donkeys, going
by boat on dangerous seas and having uncomfortable
accommodations. It was being shipwrecked, bitten by a
very poisonous snake and being imprisoned for hispas-
sonfor Christ. When Paul wasunabletovisit thediffer-
ent bodiesof Chrigt, hedid not "drop theball" and leave
them unattended. Paul hand wroteletterstothemto keep
in contact because hedid not have the convenience of
email or acell phone. Even from dark, stinky and miser-
able prison cells, hewrotelettersof instruction and ex-
hortation, praise, warningsand rebuke.

Paul should bean examplefor dl followersof Christ
today. The need to bring othersto salvation should bea
burning goal in every member of thebody of Christ. As
Paul gave care and supervision, so should the members
of the body do today. AL L should be concerned about
thewelfare of the other membersand beready to minis-
ter and give to them as needed at al times even when
circumstancesareinconvenient or difficult. Thereshould
be strong communi cation among members, not for gossp's
sake, sothat everyoneisaware of what needsto bedone
and so prayer canbeoffered for al. Goalsto bring people
to salvation and nurturing the existing memberscould be
easily completed. Just think what could be donefor the
body of Christ today if thememberswerefilled with pas-
sion, aswas Paul!

One other characteristic of Paul that must not beig-
nored was that he prayed and prayed and prayed. He
prayed for the saintsand asked them to pray for him that
he could continue hiswork. Hisprayersareinspiring be-
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cause he asked for spiritual blessingsin specific ways.

Wouldn'tit be niceto know that someoneispraying for
youthat youwould"...be strengthened with might by his
Spiritintheinner man" (Ephesians 3:16)? How about a
prayer being given for you that youwould"...befilled
withtheknowledgeof hiswill inall wisdomand spiritua

understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord
unto al pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and
increasingintheknowledgeof God" (Colossians1:9-10).

On numerous occasionsthroughout Paul's epistles, he
offered prayersfor the saintsand many timesheasked to
be supported by the saintsin their prayers. How often
and with what expectationsdo you enthusiastically pray
for other saintsto prosper spiritualy?Arethey sincerely
prayed for the benefit of othersor isit to bring an out-
comethat you want? Paul knew that prayersof theright
kind wereanecessity for all involved.

There are so many more Scripturesthat tell about the
healthy functioning of the body of Christ, the Church.
Search them out and live by them. Do not forget that you
areapart of thebody of Christ anditisyour responsibil-
ity to uphold your part so the body can be healthy and
strong, working in unity and harmony. Realizeand re-
member that being amember of the body of Christisnot
aSabbathonly activity. Itistwenty-four hoursaday, seven
daysaweek, threehundred sixty-fivedaysayear. Just as
you carefor your physical body, you must carefor your
spiritua body and the spiritua welfare of al themembers
of the Church. It isof utmost importance because your
salvation can be affected aswell asthe salvation of other
members.

Inclosing, pleasereadwithal your heart Paul'sprayer
inEphesians 1:15-20. Pray it often for other saintsinthe
body of Christ. "Whereforel also, after | heard of your
fathinthelLord Jesus, and loveunto al the saints, Cease
not to givethanksfor you, making mention of youin my
prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fa-
ther of glory, may giveunto you the spirit of wisdom and
revelaionintheknowledge of him: Theeyesof your un-
derstanding being enlightened; that yemay know what is
thehopeof hiscaling, and what therichesof theglory of
hisinheritancein the saints, And what isthe exceeding
greatness of hispower to us-ward who believe, accord-
ingtothewaorking of hismighty power, Which hewrought
in Christ, when herai sed him from thedead, and set him
at thisownright handinthe heavenly places.”
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only havefinsare not kosher. The scales must be true
scalesthat can beremoved without damaging the skin of
thefish. Bony tuberclesand thorn like scalesthat can be
removed only by removing part of the skin are not con-
sidered scales. Somefish that have such scalessuch as
sharksarenot kosher. All shellfishand mammalssuch as
dol phinsare not kosher. Caremust betaken when buying
freshwholefish, filleted, or frozen because of the possi-
bility of substitution by non kosher fish or of contamina-
tion by remnants of non kosher fish from knivesand cut-
ting boards.

Watch out for these NON-KOSHER FI SH

Angler See: Goosefishes

Basa (Pangasiusbocourti)
Beluga See: Sturgeons

Billfishes (Family Istiophoridae). Including fishes
(Istiophorus species); Marlins and speishes
(Tetrapter us species, M akair a species).

Blowfish See: Puffers
Bullhead See: Catfishes
Burbot See: Freshwater Cod
Cabezon See: Sculpins

Catfishes(Order Siluriformes). Including: Channel
catfish (Ictalurus punctatus); Basa (Pangasius
bocourti, Swai, Tra (Pangasiushypophthalmus)

Cutlassfishes (Family Trichiuridae) including:
Cutlassfishes (Trichiurus species) Scabbar dfishes
(L epidopus species)

Dogfish See: Bowfin, Sharks
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Fish which havefinsand scalesarekosher. Fishwhich

-

Eels(Order Anguilliforms). IncludingAmerican and
European ed (Anguiliarosgtrataand Anguilaanguila);
Conger eel (Conger oceanic us). Gars (Order
Semionotiformes). Freshwater gars (L episosteus
Species).

Freshwater Cod (Family Gadidae), Burbot, lawyer,
or freshwater ling (lotalota).

Goosefishesor angler s (L ophius species)
Grayfish See: Sharks

Hoki (macruronus novaezelandiae) also known as
Blue Hake; Ed. note: Hoki (macruronus
novaezelandiae) is listed as kosher by Kosher
Audrialia;

L ampreys(Family Petromyzontidae)

L anceor Launce See: Sand lances

Lawyer See: Freshwater Cods

L eatherjacket See: Jacks (Oligoplitessaurus)

Lomosuckers (Family Cyclopteridae). Including:
L umpfish (Cyclopter uslumpus); Snailfishes(Liparis
Species).

Marlin See: Billfishes

Monk fish (added by Rabbi Donneal Epstein in
consultation with Dr. Atz)

Midshipman See: Toadfishes
Ocean pout or eelpout (M acr ozoar cesamericanus)

Oilfish (Ruvettus pretiosus) Puffers (Family
Tetraodontidae).
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Paddlefish See: Sturgeons
Pout See: Ocean pout

Puffers, blowfishes, swellfishes, sea squab
(Sphoer oides species)

Ratfish See: Sharks

Ray See: Sharks

Rock prickleback or rocked (Xiphister mucosus)
Sailfish See: Billfishes

Sand lances, launces, or eels (Ammodytes species)

Sculpins (Family Cottidae). Including: Sculpins
(Myoxocephalus species, Cottus species,
L eptocottus  species, etc.). Cabezon
(Scorpaenichthys marmoratus); Searaven
(Hemitripterusamericanus)

Sear aven See: Sculpins
Sea squab See: Puffers

Sharks, rays and their relatives (Class
Chondrichthyes). Including Grayfishesor dogfishes
(Mustelus species, Squalus species); Soupfin shark
(Galeor hinuszyopter us); Sawfishes(Pristisspecies);
Skates (Raja species); Chimaeras or ratfishes
(Order Chimaeriformes).

Skates See: Sharks
Snake macker els (Gempylus species)
Spoonbill cat See: Sturgeons

Surgeons (Order Acipenseriformes). Including:
Sturgeons (Acipensen species, Scaphirhynchus
species); Beluga (huso uso); Paddlefish or spoonbill
cat (Polyodon spathula)

Swor dfish (Xiphiasgladies)

Toadfishes (Family Batrachoididae). Including:
Toadfishes (Opsanus species); Midshipment
(Porichthysspecies).

Tiggerfishes and firefishes (Family Balistidae).
Triggerfishes (Balistes species, Canthidermis
species)
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Tra(Pangasiushypophthalmus)

Trunkfishes(Family Ostraciidad). Trunkfishesand
cowfishes (L actophrysspecies). WolEshes (Family
Anar hichadidae). Including: Wolffishes or ocean.
catfishes (Anarhichas species)

Try thisrecipefor dinner tonight - Salmon Cakes
1(14.75ounce) can salmon, drained and flaked
1 small onion, minced

1 egg

Y.cup fresh bread crumbs

1 tablespoon Wor cester shire sauce

1 teaspoon hot pepper sauce

Yateaspoon ground black pepper

Yacup shredded Cheddar cheese

2 tablespoonschopped fresh par sley

2 tablespoonsall-pur poseflour for coating
Yacup butter

3tablespoonsoaliveoil

Directions

Sep 1- Combinesalmon, onion, egg, bread crumbs,
Wor cester shire sauce, hot pepper sauce, black
pepper, cheeseand pardey; mix well. Shapeintofour
patties. Dust lightly with flour. Chill for 20 minutes.

Sep 2- In alarge skillet heat butter and olive oil
over medium high heat. Cook the patties until
browned on both sides, about 10 minutes. Drain
briefly on paper towelsbeforeserving.

Optional dill ranch dressingwith capers
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The Church of God 7th Day in Garikapadu
Khammam Indiawher e432 member sparticipated
intheLord'sSupper 2021. Picturesprovided by El-
der Modugu Yehoshuva whom is seen below con-
ductingtheservicesand seen totheright perform-
ing thebaptismsof 22 new members.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
JOASH FALLSINTOIDOLATRY

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles24:17-27.
Golden Text: Il Chronicles24:18 (first part).

"And they |eft the house of the LORD God of their
fathers, and served grovesandidols...”
NOTE: While Jehoiadalived, Joash reigned well. Now
we are going to study about histurning toidolatry and
now heisdain by hisservants.

1. What has happened to the princes of Judah? Il
Chronicles24:17-18.

2. Who was sent to bring them again unto the Lord?Did
they hear?1l Chronicles24:19.

3. The Spirit of the Lord came upon Zechariah. What
did he say to the people?11 Chronicles 24:20.

4. What did they doto Zechariah?11 Chronicles24:21.
5. What did Joash doin Il Chronicles24:227?

6. Who came against Judah and Jerusalem?Whom did
they destroy and why?11 Chronicles24:23-24.

7. Who slew Joash? 11 Chronicles24:25.
8. Whoreignedin hisstead?1l Chronicles24:27.
LESSON I
UZZIAH'SREIGN
ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles26:1-12.
Golden Text: Il Chronicles26:3 (first part).
" Sixteen yearsold was Uzziah when hebegantoreign,

and hereigned fifty and two yearsin Jerusalem...”

NOTE: After thedesth of Joash, Amaziah begantoreign
at theage of twenty-fiveyears. Hereigned well for about
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fifteenyears, but hefindly turned fromfollowing theLord.
Hewasdlain, and now hissonisgoingtoreignin his
stead.

1. Whom did the people of Judah make king after the
death of Amaziah? |1 Chronicles26:1.

2. How long did Uzziah reign, and who was hismother?
[1 Chronicles26:3.

3. Didhedothat whichwasright inthesight of theLord?
[1 Chronicles26:4-5.

4. Withwhomdid Uzziahwar againgt?11 Chronicles26:6.
5. Did God hdp Uzziaghwiththiswar?1l Chronicles26:7.

6. Who gavegiftsto Uzziah?Washeexceedingly strong?
[1 Chronicles26:8.

7. Namesomeof thethingshebuiltin 1l Chronicles26:9-
10.

LESSON I
UZZIAH'SARMY AND HISDEATH
Scripture Reading: 11 Chronicles26:11-23.
Golden Text: 1l Chronicles26:21 (first part).

"And Uzziah theking wasaleper unto theday of his
death, and dwelt in asevera house, being aleper;..."
NOTE: Welast learned about Uzziah becoming king at
the age of sixteen, and hedid that whichwasrightinthe
sight of the Lord. Wewill now learn about hisarmy and

what he doesto transgress against the L ord.

1. Uzziah had ahost of fighting men. How many mighty
men of valor did hehave?1l Chronicles26:11-12.

2. How many were in the army under the chiefs? ||
Chronicles26:13.

3. What did he prepare for them to use in battle? 11
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

ChroniclesZ6:14-1o.

4. Hewasnow very strong. Did hestill rely on God, or
did hetransgressagainst Him?11 Chronicles 26:16.

5. When Uzziah went into the templeto burn incense,
who went with him?11 Chronicles26:17.

6. What did the priestssay to him?11 Chronicles26:18.

7. Uzziahwaswroth with the priests. What disease did
the Lord bring upon him?11 Chronicles26:19-20.

8. How long did hehavethisdisease?Whoreignedinhis
place?1l Chronicles26:21-23.

LESSON IV
THE REIGN OFAHAZ

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles28:1-27.
Golden Text: 1l Chronicles28:22 (first part).

"And in thetime of hisdistress did he trespass yet
moreagaingt theLord:..."

NOTE: We have finished studying about the reign of
Uzziah who reigned well during the days of Zechariah.
After hisdeath, his son Jotham wasagood king, and he
reigned sixteen yearsin Jerusalem. After hisdeath, Ahaz,
the son of Jotham, began hisreign. We shall study now
about hisreignto seeif hecontinued inthe stepsof his
father Jotham.

1. How old wasAhaz when hebegantoreign?Did hedo
that whichwasrightinthesight of theLORD?II Chronicles
28:1-4.

2. Intowhose handswasAhaz ddlivered because he had
forsakentheLord?1l Chronicles28:5.

3. How many weredain at thistime, and how many were
taken captive?11 Chronicles28:6-8?

4. \Who was Obed, and what did hetell the host which
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cameto Samaria? Il Chronicles28:9-11.

5. Azariah and others stood up against those who came
fromthewar, and what did they demand to do?Did they
obey?1l Chronicles28:12-15.

6. KingAhaz sent unto theking of Assyriafor help. What
had happened to Judah that the king needed help? 1
Chronicles28:16-19.

7.Didany of thekingsof AssyriahepAhaz?What did he
givethekingtotry toget their help?I1 Chronicles28:20-
22.

8. Read |1 Chronicles 28:23-25, and then tell some of
thethingshedid which only further provoked theanger of
the Lord God.

9. Whoreignedin hisstead after hisdeath?I1 Chronicles
28:27.

GOD KEEPSUS
Find theBibleversesand fill in theblanks.

1. "Fear thou...; for | am with thee: be not dis-
mayed; for | am thy God: | will strengthen thee;
yea, | will...thee; yea, | will...theewith theright hand
of my ..." (Isaiah 41:10).

2. "AndtheLord shall deiver mefrom every...work,
and will...meunto hisheavenly kingdom: towhom
beglory for ever and ever.Amen." (11 Timothy 4:18).

3. "OlovethelLord, all yehissaints: for theLord
preserveth the..., and plentifully rewardeth the
proud..." (Psalm 31:23).
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The Children's Page

Story

Below are three Bible verses and a short story or
thoughtsto go a ong with them. What thoughts do you
have about theseverses?

"Charity never faileth...” (I Corinthians 13:8).

"Didyou hear what Debbiesaid about you? Shesaid
that you were just an old busybody who triesto make
everyone e sefedl bad by trying to be so goody-goody!"
Sharonwhisperedto Sandy asthey sat down at their desks
at school.

"I'm sorry shefeelsthat way," Sandy said sadly.

"Sorry?Isthat al you can say?Why, if it wereupto
mel'djusttell her off! That'swhat I'ddo!" Sharon sneered.

"If | did that, Debbiewould never believethat Jesus
livesinme! TheBibletellsmetoloveand pray for my
enemies. That isjust what | am going to do. Then maybe
someday Debbiewill want to know Jesus, too."

"But without faithitisimpossbletopleasehim..." He-
brews11:6.

Inthe Biblewe canread story after story about how
faithin God brought miraclesinthelivesof God'schil-
dren.

It wasDanidl'sfaithin God that caused God'sangels
to shut themouths of thelions. It wasfaith in God that
protected thethree Hebrew childreninthefiery furnace.
It was David'sfaiththat gave him couragetokill Goliath
and deaf the Philistinesfor thechildren of Isradl.
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TheBiblesaysthat throughfaithin God dl thingsare
possible, but without faith we cannot please God. How
much do you believethe promises of God?

"Put on...longsuffering; Forbearing oneanother..."
Colossans3:12-13.

Day after day, Bill had teased and madefun of Rick.
Hehad cdled him names, hit him, tripped himinthehdls,
everything he could think of to make Rick angry. But day
after day, Rick tried to find asmany waysashecouldto
bekindto Bill. Rick prayed to Jesusfor help to become
longsuffering.

Finally Bill stopped rick on theway homefrom ball
practice. "Youwant to fight, big boy?" Bill teased.

"No, but I'll tell youwhat. | will buy youacokeat the
sodashop,” Rick replied cheerfully.

"l just donot getit!" Bill wasbaffled. "All | haveever
doneismeanthingsto you but still you act asthough we
arethebest of friends. How come?’

"It isbecause of my friend, Jesus. Comeon. | will tell
you al about Himwhilewedrink our cokes!"

"The Ten Rules For Human Relations'

1. Speak to people. There is nothing as nice as a
cheerful word of greeting.

2. Smileat people. It takes 72 musclesto frown and
only 14 to smile.

3. Call people by name. The sweetest music to
everyone's ear istheir own name.

4. Befriendly and helpful. If you would havefriends,
befriendly.

5. Becordial. Speak and act asif everything you do
were genuine pleasure.

6. Be genuinely interested in people. You can like
everybody if you try!

7. Be generous with praise. Cautious with criti-
cism.

8. Beconsiderate of and with the feelings of others.
It will be appreciated.

9. Bethoughtful of the opinion of others. Thereare
threesidesto a controversy - yours, theother fellow's,
and the right one.

10. Bealert to give service. What counts most in life
iswhat we do for others.
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A FOOLISH TRADE
GENESIS 25:27-34

I\ |=||0|0|m >

m| Ol >| o]

A - One of thetwins (verse 27).

F - Weak (verse 29).
O - A thick soup of meat and vegetables (verse 30).
O - Deer meat (verse 28).
L - Beansor peas (verse 34).
| - Right of the oldest son (verse 32).
S- One of the twins (verse 27).
H - Onewho searchesfor game (verse 27).

T - Canvas shelters (verse 27).

R - " Theboys " (verse 27).
A - Father of the twins (verse 28).
D - Food made from flour (verse 34).
E - Mother of the twins (verse 28).
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SEEKING FAITH

This world where we live is filled with evil,
With violence, hatred and sin;
And this evil is camped on our door step
Just waiting for a chance to sneak in.

Here little children are abused and forsaken,
Old folks pushed off in a corner to die;
And we so hope for the Faith once delivered,
And for it we hope and we cry.

But God is the same as He always has been,

And His mercy never once has gone wrong;
And He hears every prayer that we utter,
And smiles at every word of our song.

The cares of the world can't defeat us
Even tho' they carry great weight;
God knows how to conquer our enemy,
And His love overshadows the hate.

We must always press onward and upward
Where God holds in waiting our crown;
Hislove for uswill always abound.

And when finally we have reached the Kingdom,
Our Faith held in our hearts like a seed;

And when we all can touch the hem of His garment
We will find all the Faith that we need.

By Betty Whetstone







