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Thebook of Revelation chapter 14:14-20 describestwo different eventsrepresented by aharvest and avintage,
prophetic symbols of the two phases of the second coming of Christ.

Let usfirstlook at theHARVEST.

1. What did John seein Revelation 14:14-16?

REVELATION 14:14-16: “And | looked, and behold awhite cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of
man, having on hishead a golden crown, and in hishand a shar p sickle. And another angel came out of the
temple, crying with aloud voiceto himthat sat onthecloud, Thrustinthy sickle, and regp: for thetimeiscomefor thee
to reap; for theharvest of theearth is ripe. And hethat sat on the cloud thrust in hissickle on the earth; and the earth
wasreaped.”

2.Whoisthereaper in thisaccount and how ishe presented?

Intheseversesthe REAPER isthe Lord Jesus Christ Himself who isrepresented as having agolden crown on His
head, and in Hishand asharp sickle. Heiscommanded to regp the harvest of theearth. “ Thrust inthy sickle, and reap:
for THETIME ISCOME for theetoreap; for the HARVEST of theearthis ripe... and the earth wasreaped.”

NOTE: TheApostle Paul says*...the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with ashout, with the voice of the
archangd, and withthetrump of God: and thedead in Christ shal risefirst: Thenwewhicharedive and remain shall
be caught up together with themin the clouds, to meet the Lord intheair: and so shall weever bewiththeLord” (I
Thessalonians4:16-17).

3. Whom doesthe“ harvest of theearth” represent?

Theword “harvest” symbolizesin agriculturethe cerealsor grainsthat arealready “ripe’ or ready to bereaped.
Mowingthe*golden harvest” that coversthe cropsready to bereaped and harvested, whether they arewhest, oats,
barley, etc. Thisharvest representsall the saintswho have reached maturity to beregped. Thisiswhy theversesays,
“for theharvest of theearthisripe.” Only thosewho havereached spiritual maturity according tothemindset of Christ
will bereaped inthisphase of theHARVEST or RAPTURE of the coming of the Son of God. The one seated on the
cloud ispresented ashaving agolden crown on Hishead, whichidentifiesHim asthe KING OF THE SAINTS (read
Revedation 15:1-3).
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L et usnow read about THEVINTAGE:
4. What does Revelation 14:17-20 say about this?

REVELATION 14:17-20: “ And another angel came out of thetemplewhichisin heaven, heaso havingasharpsickle.
And another angel came out from the atar, which had power over fire; and cried with aloud cry to him that had the
sharp sickle, saying, Thrustinthy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of thevine of the earth; for her grapesarefully
ripe. And theangel thrust in hissickleinto the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great
winepress of thewrath of God. And the winepresswastrodden without the city, and blood came out of thewinepress,
even unto the horse bridles, by the space of athousand and six hundred furlongs.”

NOTE: Thisother event speaks of avintage, not aharvest. A vintageisthe gathering of the grapeswhen they have
reached maturity. And thistimeitisan angel who hasasharp sicklein hishand to harvest the bunches of grapesfrom
the earth becausethe grapesareripe.

5.What dotheripegrapesready for harvest r epresent?

Theripe grapesrepresent all the Gentile nationswho did not accept the gospel of salvation, and who will comeup
against Jerusalem to destroy the peopleof Israel inthe battle of Armageddon. When theangel harveststhevine of the
earth he caststhe grapesinto the great winepress of God'swrath. “ And the winepresswastrodden without the city,
and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of athousand and six hundred

furlongs”

NOTE: A stadiumor (furlong, V.R.S.) isaGreek measure of length of approximately 1/8 (one-eighth of amile), which
multiplied by 1600 yieldsatotal of approximately 200 miles. Thisisthe measure of the* great winepress’ of God's
wrath also referred to asthe Valley of Jehoshaphat or Valley of Decision by the prophet Joel. Some Bible student
commentariesclaim that 1600 stadiaisthedistance between the Valey of Armageddon and Bozrah, theancient capita
of Edom, thecity of Esau, brother of Jacob, now located in modern Jordan.

6. What doesthe prophet Joel say about thisevent?

JOEL 3:12-15: “L et the heathen be wakened, and come up to thevalley of Jehoshaphat: for therewill | Sittojudgedll
the heathen round about. Put yein thesickle, for theharvest isripe: come, get you down; for the pressisfull,
thefatsoverflow; for their wickednessisgreat. Multitudes, multitudesin thevalley of decision: for theday
of theLORD is near inthevalley of decision. The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the starsshall withdraw
thelrshining.”

7.How does| saiah prophesy about this?

ISAIAH 63:1-3: “Who is thisthat cometh from Edom, with dyed garmentsfrom Bozrah?this that isgloriousinhis
appard, travelling inthe greatness of hisstrength?1 that speak inrighteousness, mighty to save. Wherefore art thou red
inthineappard, and thy garmentslikehim that treadeth in thewinefat? | havetrodden thewinepressa one; and of
the peopl e therewas nonewith me: for | will tread them in mine anger, and tramplethem in my fury; and their blood
shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and | will stainall my raiment.”

NOTE: Edommeans*red”; thiswasthe name Esau received because of thered dish of pottage he exchanged for his
birthright. The color redisthe color of blood; therefore, Edom representsin prophecy all the bloodthirsty nationsand
peoplesthat have caused so much death in theworld since ancient times. From Edom comethe |ldumeansand the
family of Herod, who ordered to kill all children under two yearsoldin order tokill the child Jesus. Therefore, this
prophecy of Isaiah, saysthe L ord will comefrom Edom of Bozrah with reddish garmentsas symbolizing the payment
for all the nationsthat acted with abloodthirsty spirit against innocent people. Thiswill bethe WARRING phase of the
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second coming of Christ. Hewill fight the nations at Armageddon (Revelation 16:13-16) and become*“KING OF
KINGSAND LORD OF LORDS’ when Heis seen with many crownsupon His head.

“And | saw heaven opened, and behold awhite horse; and hethat sat upon him was called Faithful and True, andin
righteousness he doth judge and makewar. Hiseyes were asaflameof fire, and on hishead were many crowns;
and he had anamewritten, that no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with avesturedippedinblood: and
hisnameiscaled THE WORD OF GOD. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses,
clothedinfinelinen, whiteand clean. And out of hismouth goeth asharp sword, that with it he should smitethenations:
and heshall rulethemwith arod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fiercenessand wrath of Almighty God.
And hehath on his vestureand on histhigh anamewritten, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” (Revelation
19:11-16).

NOTE: Intherapture or harvest phase, the L ord isseen seated on acloud; in the vintage phase heisseen seated on a
white horseready to fight and smitethenations.

A day has come - Thanksgiving,
To think and thank the Lord
For all His loving kindness
And promises in His Word.
There are so many blessings

He gives to us each day,

We need to think about them,
And thank Him everyday.
He's given us a country
With many freedoms given,

So with these we can worship
And pray to Him in heaven.
Let's stop and count our blessings
And name them one by one,
And live as thankful children
Until the victory's won.

Delwin Delong
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After Noah had been inthe ark for many months he
wasthankful totheLord for hisand hisfamily'sddliver-
ance. He showed histhankfulnessby offeringtotheLord
burnt-offerings. "And Noah builded an altar unto the
LORD; andtook of every clean beast, and of every clean
fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. And the
LORD smdled asweet savour; andthe LORD saidinhis
heart, | will not again cursetheground any morefor man's
sake; for theimagination of man’sheart isevil fromhis
youth; neither will | againsmiteany moreevery thingliv-
ing, as| havedone" (Genesis8:20-21).

Abraham was also thankful to the Lord for watching
over him, Sarah, and L ot whenthey cameinto theland of
Canaan, went down into Egypt, and cameback to Canaan
withmuchwedlth. " And Abram went up out of Egypt, he,
and hiswife, and dl that hehad, and Lot with him, intothe
south. AndAbramwasvery richincattle, inslver,andin
gold. And hewent on hisjourneysfrom the south evento
Bethel, unto the placewhere histent had been at the be-
ginning, between Bethel and Hai; Unto the place of the
dtar, which hehad madethereat thefirst: andthereAbram
called onthenameof theLORD" (Genesis 13:1-4).

“They All Were Thankfu

Hagar, when she was sent away from Abraham and
Sarah, wasat first very sad. But she becamethankful for
thedédliveranceof her son, Ishmadl. "And Abrahamrose
up early inthe morning, and took bread, and abottle of
water, and gaveit unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder,
and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and
wandered inthewildernessof Beersheba And thewater
was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one
of theshrubs. And shewent, and sat her down over against
him agood way off, asit were abowshot: for shesaid,
L et me not see the death of the child. And she sat over
against him, and lift up her voice, and wept. And God
heard thevoiceof thelad; andtheangel of God calledto
Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What ail eth thee,
Hagar?fear not; for God hath heard the voice of thelad
whereheis. Arisg, lift up thelad, and hold himin thine
hand; for | will makehim agreat nation. And God opened
her eyes, and she saw awell of water; and shewent, and
filled the bottle with water, and gave thelad drink. And
God waswith thelad; and hegrew, and dweltinthewil-
derness, and becamean archer” (Genesis 21:14-20).

Davidwasvery thankful totheLord for delivering him
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fromall hisenemies. Hewaslikewisethankful for for-
givenessof sin. Hewrotein Psalm 51:1-3, after hehad
committed adultery with Bath-sheba: "Havemercy upon
me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according
unto themultitude of thy tender merciesblot out my trans-
gressions. Wash methoroughly from mineiniquity, and
cleansemefrom my sin. For | acknowledge my trans-
gressons andmy sinisever beforeme." Hewasforgiven
by the Lord and thejoy of hissalvation wasrestored to
him.

Queen Esther wasthankful for her deliverances, one
fromKing Ahasuerus, and onefrom Haman. " Then Esther
bade them return Mordecai thisanswer, Go, gather to-
gether al the Jewsthat are present in Shushan, and fast
yefor me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or
day: | dsoand my maidenswill fast likewise; and sowill |

goinuntotheking, whichisnot accordingtothelaw: and
if | perish, | perish” (Esther 4:15-16). Weknow that the
Lord spared her life from the king. Also, when Esther
reveal ed to the king that Haman was out to destroy her
and her peopleweread: "And Esther said, Theadversary
and enemy isthiswicked Haman. ThenHamanwasafrad
beforethe king and the queen...So they hanged Haman
onthegallowsthat he had prepared for Mordecai. Then
wastheking swrath pacified” (Esther 7:6,10).

Ruth wasthankful for the Lord'sblessingsin her life
when she decided to follow Him. Shetold Naomi: "And
Ruth said, Entreat me not to leavethee, or toreturnfrom
following after thee: for whither thou goest, | will go; and
wherethoulodgest, | will lodge: thy peopleshall bemy
people, and thy God my God: Wherethou diest, will |
die, and therewill | be buried: the LORD do soto me,
and morea so, if ought but death part theeand me" (Ruth
1:16-17). Also, shewasgrestly blessed when Boaz took
her for hiswife. Hesaid: "Moreover Ruth the M oabitess,
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thewife of Mahlon, havel purchased to be my wife, to
rai se up the name of the dead upon hisinheritance, that
thenameof the dead be not cut off from among hisbreth-
ren, and from the gate of hisplace: yearewitnessesthis
day" (Ruth4:10).

How thankful Daniel waswhen hewasdelivered by
theangd from the mouthsof thehungry lions. Hetold the
king: "My God hath sent hisangdl, and hath shut thelions
mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch asbefore
him innocency wasfoundin me; and also beforethee, O
king, have | done no hurt. Then wasthe king exceeding
gladfor him, and commanded that they should take Daniel
up out of theden. So Daniel wastaken up out of theden,
and no manner of hurt wasfound upon him, because he
believedinhisGod" (Daniel 6:22-23). -

TheApostle Peter was mightily sorrowful when he

I =

denied the L ord threetimesand v&en hefled away from
Himwiththeother disciples. " And Peter remembered the
word of Jesus, which said unto him, Beforethe cock crow,
thou shalt deny methrice. And he went out, and wept
bitterly" (Matthew 26:75). But later, when hewasrestored
totheLord, hemust havefelt what hewrotein | Peter
1.7-8: "That thetria of your faith, being much morepre-
ciousthan of gold that perisheth, thoughit betried with
fire, might befound unto praiseand honour and glory at
theappearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, ye
love; inwhom, though now yeseehimnot, yet believing,
yergjoicewith joy unspeskableand full of glory.”

Mary Magdalene had great cause for being thankful
to Jesusfor casting out seven demonsfrom her (seeMark
16:9). Weread in Matthew 28:1,8, after Jesuswasraised
fromthe dead: "Intheend of the sabbath, asit beganto
dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary to seethe sepulchre...And
they departed quickly from the sepul chrewith fear and
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great joy; and did runto bring hisdisciplesword.”

The Apostle Paul was aman of much thanksto the
Lordfor hisconversionto Chrigtianity, and for themany
timeshewasdelivered from dangers. Weread of thetes-
timony of hisrelationshipwiththeLord: "Thereforel take
pleasureininfirmities, inreproaches, innecessities, inper-
secutions, indistressesfor Christ’ssake: for when| am
weak, thenam | strong” (11 Corinthians 12:10). Healso
wrote: "And | thank Christ Jesusour Lord, who hath en-
abled me, for that he counted mefaithful, putting meinto
theministry; Who was before ablasphemer, and aperse-
cutor, andinjurious. but | obtained mercy, becausel didit
ignorantly inunbelief” (I Timothy 1:12-13).

TheApostle John, though hewasexiled to theidand
of Patmos, wasalso athankful man for thework that the
Lord had givento him. We canfed thethankfulnessand
joy that hewasfeding when hewroteto the seven churches
inAsa "Johntotheseven churcheswhichareinAsia
Grace be unto you, and peace, from himwhichis, and
which was, and which isto come; and from the seven
Spiritswhich arebeforehisthrone; Andfrom JesusChrig,
who isthefaithful witness, and thefirst begotten of the
dead, and the prince of thekings of the earth. Unto him
that loved us, and washed usfrom our sinsin hisown
blood, And hath made uskingsand priestsunto God and
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen” (Revelation 1:4-6).

All of God'strue servantsaslisted inthe Biblewere
very thankful to the Lord. They werepraising God for
healing, for deliverancefrom their enemies, and for lead-
ing them when their way was unclear. We have so much
to bethankful for, aswell. TheLord doesthe samethings
for uswhenweplaceour faithin Him.
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Thanksgiving, God's Way
By David Del_ong

Thanksgivingisawonderful timeof theyear whenwe
can spend specid timewith our family, friends, and church
members, feasting upon the sumptuousfarewithwhich
the Lord has blessed us. And thisis perfectly fine and
good. However, the Lord Jesus gives us somewordsto
think about, and act upon, in Luke 14:12-14: "Then said
he also to him that bade him, When thou makest adinner
or asupper, cal not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither
thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they aso bid
thee again, and arecompense be made thee. But when
thou makest afeast, call the poor, themaimed, thelame,
theblind: And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot rec-
ompensethee: for thou shalt berecompensed at theres-
urrection of thejust.”

Aswas mentioned at the beginning of this article,
Thanksgivingisawonderful timethat we can spendwith
thosewho are closeto us. And we need not feel guilt for
doing so. But we can come even closer to God'sheart by
doing what Jesus suggested inthe abovetext. Thereare
probably some peopleinthe aforesaid categories (poor,
maimed, lame, and blind) that weknow of whomwecould
inviteto our homeswithwhichto celebrate Thanksgiving.
Or if wedon't know of any, we could do alittle searching
to find them. Perhapsit might be ahomel ess person or
family. Perhapsit could beashut-in. Perhaps, even after
we have cel ebrated Thanksgiving with our loved ones,
we could set aside aspecial timeto feast with theless
fortunate. Doing sowould mightily touch the heart of the
Lord Jesusand our heavenly Father. If itistoolateto do
sothisyear, maybewe could usethe coming year to plan
for suchan event.

| love the words given to us by the Lord in Psalm
41.1-3: "Blessed ishethat consdereth the poor: the LORD
will deliver himintime of trouble. The LORD will pre-
serve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed
upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver himunto thewill
of hisenemies. The LORD will strengthen him upon the
bed of languishing: thou wilt maked| hisbedinhissick-
ness." Of course there are other waysto help the less
fortunatethan by inviting themto your homefor Thanks-
giving. You could servethem mealsin places, including
churches, that are set up to do so. Or, you could choose
acharity to send money to such asthosewhich feed hun-
gry families. Helping thosein need iswhat counts.
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THE PRIDE OF LIFE
Psalm 74-79

When | see the prosperity of the wicked,
Sometimes |'m envious like a fool,
| become blind to what's really important,
And available as the devil's hand tool.

Remember the pride of the Egyptians,
And how hard hearted they'd become,
They refused to accept who the Lord was,
And great plagues were sent, one by one.

There were flies and frogs and boils,
Fiery hail and lightening and frost,
Even blood followed through all the rivers,
And the first born of every family was lost.

His own people didn't even listen,
They wouldn't accept His guiding hand,
Even after He freed them from bondages,
And tried to give them the promised land.

In the desert more miracles followed,
They were led by fire and cloud,
But of thefirst chosen leaders of Israel,
Into Caanan only two were allowed.

Today are we likewise blinded,
By our own desires and selfish pride,
Do we recognize how important God is,
And how we must have Him on our side?

All the day is His, and the night is His,
He' s given usthe stars and the sun,
He has set all the borders of the earth,
Only He could create what's been done.

Lord, remind uswhere all strength comes from,
Who isour counsel and our guide,
Lord, lead us by Your right hand,
And free us from the chains of pride.

By Pat Evans
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nisT telstoaskyou for prayers so that g may all be -
upo this Thanksgiving Day and looking ahead to
the New Year. _
Please pray in asking the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborersinto -~ =
Hisharvest, for surely, " The harvest truly isgreat, but the labourersare
ew..." (Luke10:2).
Secondly, please pray for the circulation of " The Advocate of Truth.”
You may do a wonderful missionary work by subscribing for your friends
or by distributing them to those with whom you come in contact. Many
of you write in and tell us how much you appreciate the paper, and for
this we are thankful. However, if you enjoy the paper then thereis no
guestion that otherswill enjoy it as much asyou. Please solicit subscrip-
tions whenever it is possible for you to do so.
‘N2 Thirdly, please pray for more members to be added to the church. This}
¥ 1 should always be upon our hearts, that God will add to the church dajly
such as should be saved. 3
Fourthly, please pray that the church will grow spiritually, and that the ™
Spirit.of God may take complete possession of our heartsand lives:Also
th e may build a spiritual church, a spiritual house in th ure
1d admonition of God. & \ -
ally, let us pray for those in authority in the church, that 4
alWays be led by the will of the Spirit, and that nothing may be
self glory, but for that advancement of God's church in the e
Asweall prayin unison for these thingsto be accomplished, @
~ wecometo another Thanksgiving season we can look back over the
* and really give God praise and thanksgiving for What He has d e fc
us. God bless all you. b
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THE MAGIC BANK
ACCOUNT

Author Unknown

The Magic Bank Account wasfound in the billfold of
Coach Paul Bear Bryant from Alabamaafter hediedin
1982.

Imaginethat you had won thefollowing * PRIZE* ina
contest: Each morning your bank would deposit $86,400
Inyour private account for your use. However, thisprize
hasRules.

Theset of Rules:

1. Everything that you didn't spend during eech day would
betaken away fromyou.

2. You may not simply transfer money into some other
account.

3. Youmay only spend It.

4. Each morning upon awakening, The bank opensyour
account with another $86,400 for that Day.

5. The bank can end the game without warning; at any
time, it cansay, "Game Over!"

It can closethe account, and you will not receilveanew
one.

What would you personally Do?
Youwould buy anything and everything youwanted right?
Not only for yoursdlf, but for al the peopleyou loveand

carefor. Evenfor peopleyou don't know, becauseyou
couldn't possibly spendit al onyoursdf, right?

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

You would try to spend every penny, and useit all, be-
causeyou knew it would bereplenished inthemorning,
right?

ACTUALLY, ThisGAME isREAL - Shocked ??7?
YES

Each of usisaready awinner Of this* PRIZE*.
Wejust can't seemto seeit.

1. Each morning we awaken to Receive 86,400 seconds
Asagiftof Life,

2. Andwhenwegoto deepat Night, any remainingtime
isNot creditedtous.

3. What we haven't used up that Day isforever lost.

4. Yesterday isforever Gone.

5. Each morning the account isRefilled, but thebank can
dissolveyour account at any timeWITHOUT WARN-
ING.

SO, what will Y OU do with your 86,400 seconds?

Those seconds are worth so much Morethan the same
amountindallars.

Think about it and remember to Enjoy every second of
your life, because time races by so much quicker than
youthink.

So take care of yourself, be Happy, love deeply and en-
joy lifelivedfor Christ!

Here'swishing you awonderful and beautiful day.
Sart spending....
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| recently read an announcement that The Roman Catholic
Church and The Eastern Orthodox Church commemorate
Saint Tabithathe Widow on October 25. Thissameday
isrecognized as Grenada Thanksgiving, Internationd Artist
Day, World PastaDay, Sovereignty Day, Nationa Greasy
Food Day, National Pumpkin Day, October Bank
Holiday, New Zealand Labor Day, and Zambia
Independence Day.

Itisjust acoincidencethat theseeventscoincide, but this
announcement reminded meof asong mentioning Dorcas,
AKA Tabitha. Welearned many Bible-inspired songs
during our children’s Sabbath School classes (1957-
1960's) in Salem, WV. | remember the words to one
little piece: “ Shamgar had an oxgoad, David had adling,
Dorcas had aneedle, Rahab had some string, Samson
had ajawbone, Aaron had arod, Mary had someointment,
andthey all wereused of God.”

Dorcas'slife, degth, and resurrection arerecorded inActs
Chapter 9. Her Hebrew name was Tabitha, meaning a
gazelle, a female deer, a red deer doe, or a pleasant
creature. The Greek equivalent nameisDorcas. Since
our Bibleoftenrefersto Dorcas, | will continuethisarticle
withthat name.

Dorcas lived at Joppa, a sea-port town in the tribe of
Dan. Today, thisancienttownispart of Tel Aviv-Yafo, a
major city and economic center in Isragl, Situated on the
M editerranean coast, 40 miles northwest of the capital

city, Jerusalem. Source: https://www.britannica.com/
place/Td-Aviv-Yafo

We do not know much about her, but anecdotal evidence
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BITHA

— By DavidRoyer

givesusclues. AccordingtoWomenInTheBible: “The
original Greek text describes this widow-woman as
‘mathetria’, afemal e disciple—theonly timethe New
Testament usesthisword. Soimmediately weknow she
isawell-known woman of good repute.” Source: http://
womeninthebible.net/women-bible-old-new-testaments/
dorcas-tabithal

Dorcaswasdwaysgiving dms(money, clothing, or food,
givenfredy torelievethepoor). “ Now therewasat Joppa
acertain disciplenamed Tabitha, which by interpretation
iscdled Dorcas. thiswoman wasfull of good worksand
almsdeedswhich shedid.” (Acts9:36). Thelast part of
verse 39telsusthat shemade coatsand clothing: “...all
thewidows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats
and garmentswhich Dorcas made, while shewaswith
them.” Thesewidowsweregrieving thedeath of Dorcas,
who had recently died of an unmentioned or most likely,
unknownillness

Two other disciplesfrom Joppatravel ed to the nearby
town of Lydda (lessthan 15 milesaway) to locate and
bring Apostle Peter back with them to her death bed.
Today, Lyddahasgrowninto theindustrial city of Lod,
and onitsoutskirtsisthe Ben Gurion Internationa Airport.
Source: https./Awww.britannica.com/place/Lod

Uponthearriva of Peter, another of hismany miracles
took place. Dorcas was raised from the dead. “Then
Peter arose and went with them. When he was come,
they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the
widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats
and garmentswhich Dorcas made, while shewaswith
them. But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down,
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and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha,
arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter,
shesat up. And hegave her his hand, and lifted her up,
and when he had called the saintsand widows, presented
her alive.” (Acts9:39-41).

Theapparent result wasthat God used the death of Dorcas
to empower Peter to perform this widely witnessed
miracleof lifetoincreasethefollowersof and believersin
Christ. We read in verse 42: “And it was known
throughout al Joppa; and many believedintheLord.” At
the sametime, the L ord was proving to othersthat Peter
was indeed one of His servants and to make Peter’s
preaching more powerful and authoritative concerningthe

Gospd..
Someother lessonswe can learn fromthelifeof Dorcas;

*Shewasadiscipleof Christ.

“In Chrigtianity, disciple primarily refersto adedicated
follower of Jesus. Intheancient world, adiscipleisa
follower or adherent of ateacher. It isnot the same as
being astudent in themodern sense. It wasadeliberate
apprenticeshipwhichmedethefully formed disciplealiving
copy of the master.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Disciple_(Chrigtianity). Choosetobeadisciple. Faithin
God and HisSon, Jesusisn'tjust abelief, but alifestyle.

*Youwill beremembered for what you have donewith
your life.

*Theadmiration of Dorcasisaresult of her virtues, notin
words but deeds. “ For asthe body without the spiritis
dead, sofaith without worksisdead dso.” (James 2:26).
L et usnot stop having faiththroughwords, but faiththrough
worksaswell.

*Stay faithful in doing good for others. We do not know
what Dorcasdid for the poor beyond clothing them, but
sheddfinitely madecaring ahabit. Beconsstent inreaching
out with aheart for helping others. God will increasethe
influence of anythingwedo.

Thank you L uke, the Physician, for writing about Dorcas,
an otherwiseunknowndisciple.
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Word Keys That Unlock Truth

Stubborn

by Jerry Womble

By definition stubbornistheact of rebeling or refusingto
dotheright thing. Usudly becausewewant our ownway
and will not change even when weknow that we shoul d.

In Deut. 9:25-27 Moses is so concerned about the
stubbornness of the children of Israel that hewasina
fallendown condition. Thisis, heprostrated himself for
40 days and 40 nights. By this he meant that he was
givingd| hisstrength and commitment and prayer intohis
pleading with God not to destroy Israel because of their
stubbornness. Hereminded God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob and of their faithfulnessand to overl ook the present
stubborn condition of Isragl.

The seriousness of being stubbornisfoundin Deut. 21
wheretherebelliousand stubborn son refusesto change
hislife even after hisfather and mother had chastened
him. They took him before the elders of the city who
took him outsidethe city and stoned himto death for his
stubborn and rebdlliousactions. Thissentenceof deathin
the OT day and time should beastrongimpressionfor us
today to be surewe are not stubborn in refusing to keep
God's laws and to be sure we are not following the
commandmentsof men.

Weare cautioned in Ps. 780 seethe stubbornnessof the
previousgeneration and not to follow their wayswherein
they werenot steadfast with God. Thispreviousgeneration
was a so the leaders of the nation. Today we seethisin
theleadersof our country inthinking their way istheonly
way and not considering the needs and opinionsof the
citizensof theland.

Thelesson for ustoday isfoundin 1 Sam. 15wherewe
learnthat subbornnessisasiniquity andidolary. Itreminds

usto becareful inour studiesand not hold on to athought
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or teaching out of stubbornnesswhen really, we seea
better way.

Thereisared stubbornnessinour country andindl netions
ontheearthtoday. That stubborn attitudeis causing the
covid 19toresurfacevery sronginmany stetesandforeign
countries. What isthe stubborn situation? Therefusal to
get avaccine to prevent the spread of the virus. The
Scripturestell usto take care of oursdlf, thetempleof the
Holy Spirit, our family and even our neighbor. Jesustells
uswho thegood neighbor isin Luke 10 withthe parable
of thegood Samaritan and it isthe person that doesthe
good deed for hisfellow man.

BUBLE

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS

Takenfrom TheHome Instructor Part | - If you'd liketo
receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 11- THE SIXTH PLAQUE

QUESTION: Whereisthesixthvia poured?

ANSWER: "Andthesxthangel poured out hisvid upon
thegrest river Euphrates' (Revelation 16:12first part).

QUESTION: What isprepared?

ANSWER: "andthewater thereof wasdried up, that the
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way of thekingsof the east might be prepared” (Revela
tion 16:12 last part).

QUESTION: What wasseen?

ANSWER: "And | saw three unclean spiritslikefrogs
comeout of themouth of thedragon, and out of themouth
of the beast, and out of the mouth of thefalse prophet"
(verse13).

QUESTION: What arethese spiritsand what do they
do?

ANSWER: "For they arethe spirits of devils, working
miracles, which go forth unto thekingsof theearth and of
thewholeworld, to gather themto the battle of that great
day of God Almighty" (verse 14).

QUESTION: What admonitionisgiven?

ANSWER: "Behold, | comeasathief. Blessed ishethat
watcheth, and keepeth hisgarments, lest hewalk naked,
and they seehisshame” (verse 15).

NOTE: Thisdoesnot meanthat theLord iscomingun-
der the sixth plague. If it meant thisthen His statement
that Heiscoming asathief isof very littleimportance. We
would al wait until the sixth plagueto get ready for His
coming. Theadmonition given hereisthat all who read
should watch and be ready so that when He comeswe
may not only missthissixth plaguebut al of them.

QUESTION: Wherewill the nationsbe gathered?

ANSWER: "And hegathered them together into aplace
calledinthe Hebrew tongue Armageddon” (verse 16).

QUESTION: What command isgiven under thesixth
trumpet?

ANSWER: "Andthesixth angdl sounded, and | hearda
voicefromthefour hornsof thegolden altar whichisbe-
fore God, Saying to the sixth angel which had the trum-
pet, Loosethefour angelswhich arebound inthe great
river Euphrates’ (Revelation 9:13-14).
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QUESTION: DoesGod haveaset timetoloosethese
angds?

ANSWER: "And the four angelswere loosed, which
were prepared for an hour, and aday, and amonth, and a
year, for to day thethird part of men" (verse 15).

NOTE: God hastheexact time, even to the hour, set to
day thethird part of men.

QUESTION: How many horsemen are seen?

ANSWER: "And thenumber of thearmy of the horse-
menweretwo hundred thousand thousand: and | heard
the number of them" (verse 16).

QUESTION: How arethe horsesdescribed?

ANSWER: "Andthus| saw thehorsesinthevision, and
them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of
jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horseswere
asthe headsof lions; and out of their mouthsissuedfire
and smoke and brimstone” (verse 17).

QUESTION: How many menwill bekilled?

ANSWER: "By thesethree wasthethird part of men
killed, by thefire, and by the smoke, and by the brim-
stone, whichissued out of their mouths' (verse 18).

QUESTION: Whereisthehorses power?

ANSWER: "For their power isin their mouth, and in
theirtalls. for their tailswerelike unto serpents, and had
heads, and with themthey do hurt" (verse 19).

QUESTION: Will these plagueslead mento repent?

ANSWER: "And therest of the men which were not
killed by these plaguesyet repented not of theworks of
their hands, that they should not worship devils, andidols
of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood:
which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: Neither re-
pented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of
their fornication, nor of their thefts' (verses20-21).
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Thank You, Dear Lord
By David Del_ong

Thank You, dear Lord, for arusty, old Ford,
For many do not have a car;

But, many must walk, so | shouldn't mock
When able to drive near or far.

Thank You, dear Lord, for clothes | afford,
For, at least I'm not ragged or bare;

| may not have fashion, thelatest to "cash-in",
But at least | have something to wear.

Thank You, dear Lord, for room and board,
For | have agood place | can stay in;

I'm out of therain, with no hunger pain,
With abed for my body to lay in.

Thank You, dear Lord, for a Scriptural sword
That tellsof Your love for my soul;

It shows me the way, to live and to pray,
And shows me my everyday role.
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Pictures below by Brother Joseph with congregation in Rwanda, Africa.
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Apostle M. Yehoshuva at Thoggudem Church
building dedication in Diddepudi Village
Khammam District I ndia.

O HECHURCHF 607
7th DAY
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Apostolic Council Meeting
Dallas Texas June 2022

Wearegrateful and thank God for the successful Apostalic
Council meeting heldin Junein DallasTexas. Wewere
asovery grateful for air conditioning asit wasvery hotin
Dalasduring themeeting.

We were able to allocate money to help many of our
churchesthroughout theworld. Some of theareaswe
were ableto send helpto were: Kenya (hel ped expand
themedical clinicthere), Nigeria, Congo, Burundi, India
(hel ped with new church building), Philippines, Myanmar,
Grenada(hdped withrenovatingachurchin &. Patricks),
Honduras, and Nicaragua. Wewere also ableto help
local churchesintheUnited Statesincluding local church
building repairs, sponsoring ayouth retreat in SanAntonio,
aYoungAdult'sretreat in Ddlas, and aWomen'smesting
inHouston. Wewould liketo againthank everyonewho
sendsin tithesand donationswhich allowsusto dothis
good work for the Lord and keep the publishing and
ministry work for the church activeand growing.

At the end of the meeting a lot was cast to replace
membersof the TwelveA postleswho have passed awvay
inthelast year and ahalf. After fasting and prayer the
names of Tim Beuchner (San Antonio Texas) and Kent
Cornwall (Canada) weredrawn. Wearethankful tothe
Lordfor the service of these good men.

Psalms10321,22: Praisethe Lord, dl hisheavenly hosts,
you hisservants who do hiswill.Praisethe Lord, al his
workseverywherein hisdominion.

Gay Mills
Managing Editor of theAdvocate of Truth

¥
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Pictured above Members of the Twelve laying hands on
newly apointed Board of Seven Member, Brother Ben
Del ong (West Virginia).

Pictured below are Members of the Twelve Apostles present
at the Apostolic Council meeting from left to right back
row: Brother Errol Noel (Grenada West Indies), Brother
Tim Buechner (San Antonio,Texas), Brother Warren H.
Randall Jr. (Florida), Brother Ricky Herrera Sr. (Dallas,
Texas) front row: Brother Paul HerreraSr. (Dallas, Texas),
Brother Jerry Womble (San Antonio, Texas) and Brother
Pascacio Tavizon (Mexico).
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Above left - Brother Kasi Oreke, chairman
Nigeria West Africa (sitting red necktie) at
" Minister's Meeting Umuonei last year

Above right - Brother Kas Oreke son, brother
Udonna Kasi being baptized at | du-Osobile
water side at the campmeeting last year heis
the one on white singlet. Pastor Ndubueze
Charles and pastor Timothy Eluaka baptising.

Below - Baptism in TAHITI by Brother Fariki
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI
JESUSCHOOSESTWELVEAPOSTLES

Scripture Reading: Matthew 10:1-22.
Golden Text: Matthew 10:22 (last part).
"...but hethat endureth to the end shall be saved.”

1. Nametheorigina twelve apostles. Matthew 10:2-4.

2. What did Jesus give the twelve apostles? M atthew
10:1.

3. Towhom did Jesus send the apostles? Matthew 10:5-
6.

4. What werethetwelve apostlesto do? Matthew 10:7-
8.

5. What elsedid Jesusinstruct the apostlesto do? M at-
thew 10:9-14.

6. What do you think Matthew 10:16 means?Are God's
children till shegpinthemidst of wolves?

7. Did Jesustell the apostlesthey would bewell liked,
and could they endureto theend? Matthew 10:22.

NOTE: Theword"apostle’ meansone sent forth, ames-
senger or anambassador. Jesusknew Hismissononearth
would beashort one, so He chosetwel ve disciplesand
taught them so they might go out and preach the gospel.
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LESSON 1|
JESUSSPEAKSWITHAUTHORITY

Scripture Reading: Mark 1:14-35.
Golden Text: Mark 1:22.

"And they wereastonished at hisdoctrine: for hetaught
them asonethat had authority, and not asthe scribes.”

1. What did Jesussay inMark 1:15?

2. Who did Jesus see asHe walked by the seaof Gali-
lee, and what werethey doing? Mark 1:16.

3. What did Jesusmeanin Mark 1:177?

4. Where and why did James and John |eave their fa-
ther?Mark 1:19-20.

5. Wheredid Jesusgo at thistime, and what did Hedo
there?Mark 1:21-22.

6. What did themanwith theunclean spirit cry out?Mark
1:23-24.

7. What miraclewas performedin Mark 1:25-277?

8. Whowassick with afever, and wasshe healed? Mark
1:30-31.

9. What dowefind Jesusdoingin Mark 1:35?Why do
youthink Hedid this?

% 6
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |1
JESUSFORGIVESTHE SINFUL WOMAN

ScriptureReading: Luke 7:36-50.
GoldenText: Luke7:48.

"And hesaid unto her, Thy sinsareforgiven.”
1. Whoinvited Jesusto eat with Him?Luke 7:36.
2. Who wept at Jesus feet? Luke 7:37.
3. How did shewipe Jesus feet? Luke 7:38.

4. What did the Phariseethink of Jesuswhen Helet the
womanwipeHisfeet? Luke7:39.

5. What story does Jesus begin to tell Simon in Luke
7:40-42.

5. Jesusasked Simon aquestioninverse42. What was
Simon'sanswer?Luke 7:42-43.

7. Did Simon give Jesuswater, akiss, or anoint Him?
Luke7:44-46.

8. What did Jesus say to Simon and then to thewoman?
Luke7:47-50.

LESSON IV
THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER

ScriptureReading: Luke8:4-18.
Golden Text: Luke8:11.

"Now the parableisthis. The seed isthe word of
God."

NOTE: A parableisastory usng somethingred inlifeto
giveadifferent meaning thanwhat wasfirst thought. Jesus
told many parables.

1. How did Jesus speak to the people that cameto hear
Him?Luke8:4.

2. Tel inyour ownwordswhat Jesussaid intheparable
foundinLuke8:5-8.

3. What did Hisdisciplesask Him, and what was Jesus
reply?Luke 8:9-10.

4. What doesthe seed represent? Luke 8:11.

5. What did "those by the way side" represent? Luke
8:12.

6. What do "they ontherock" represent?Luke 8:13.

7. What does"that which fell among thorns' represent?
Luke8:14.

8. What does"that onthegood ground” represent?Luke
8:15.

9. What were Jesus final wordsin Luke 8:16-18?

NOTE: ThisparablecanasobefoundinMatthew 13:3-
17 or Mark 4:3-20. Read, and try to find some other
parablesthat Jesustold.
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Story

T A ; _/ & v :

Fi

LilaJo buried her handsi n/thefol dsof the soft, white
blanket and held it closeto her face. Hurry! Hurry! Hurry!
each step seemed to say. Thefaster shewalked, themore
theicy air bit her cheeksuntil they were chapped asred
asapples.

Still shehurried downthe muddy road ssumbling over
the bumpsand ruts. "Hey! J.T...!" she called when she
saw her brother sitting on thefront steps. Then shewaved
theblanket for himto see. "L ook what Mrs. Perkins sent
for thebaby-sitter!”

"What do| care?' J.T. grumbled.

Palooked out the front door to see what was hap-
pening. " Comeout of the cold and Sit by thefire," hesaid
toJ.T.

"That new baby cried al thetime," J.T. complained.
"| cameout heretothink."

"l do not care if she cries,” said LilaJo. "l am so
thankful for ababy sster.”

"That istheright attitude,” said Pa. " Givethanksfor
everything!"

LilaJo gave Paahug. Then shedashed intothehouse
togivetheblanketto Ma.

"Thisisgoing to besome Thanksgiving," whined J.T.
"Mother will not be ableto cook Thanksgiving dinner.

That baby iscryingal thetime. Atleast thebaby could
have been aboy!"

Suddenly, J.T. stood up. "L ook at that!" Hesighed as
hewatched two figurestramping acrossthefield. Richard
Wright isgoing hunting with hisfather. Hehasanew hunt-
ing outfit and not telling how many gunsof hisvery own. |
do not haveanything! Why should | givethanks?'

Paput hisarm around J. T.'s shouldersto show him
that he understood. "We do not have some things we
would liketo have," Paadmitted. "But God doescarefor
us. We can give Him thanksfor that. Heiswith us be-
causewe haveawaystriedtofollow Him."

J.T. pulled away from Paand pressed hisforehead
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against thepost. "1 just do not feel likeit Pal" hewhis-
pered. "l just donot fed likegiving thanks."

"I tell youwhat!" said Pa. " Just thisonce, for your
Massakeandfor LilaJo'ssake, let usgivethanksany-
way. Let usmakethisahappy Thanksgiving for them.
Wewill pop popcorn and play theguitar and sing.”

"Well, dl right,” said J.T. bravely. "I will try to give
thanksfor it will makeMaand LilaJofed better."

J.T. felt better himself once he got started. Soonthe
cornwas poppity-poppity-popping intheiron skilletin
thefireplace. Patuned up hisguitar whileLilaJo baked
some applesuntil they were shiny red.

At firgt they did not even hear theknocking abovethe
poppity-popping. Thentheknocking got louder. J.T. ran
to seewho was at the door.

"Hey, Pal" called J.T., "ItisMr. Wright."

"Pleasehelp me,” Mr. Wright pleaded. "My son Ri-
chard has had abad fall. Hisleg may be broken, and |
wasafraidtomovehim.”

"Comeon, J.T.," Pasaid camly. "Wewill takeaquilt
and bring him back onthat.”

LilaJowatched at thewindow until Mr. Wright, Pa,
and J.T. returned, carrying their hel plessbundleinthequilt.
She hurried to open the door for them. Then everyone
hel ped tolower Richard carefully inthe soft chair by the
fireplace. LilaJo scurried around to find astool where
Richard could prop hishurt foot.

"Wewill take good care of Richard whileyou go get
thedoctor,” Patold Mr. Wright.

As soon as Mr. Wright had gone, Lila Jo brought
some popcorn for everyoneto enjoy. Pabegan to strum
onhisguitar, andthey al began to sing songsof praisesto
God.

"| fedl likegiving thanks!" Pasaid. "Godisaways
withus, caringfor us."

"| want to give thanksfor anew baby sister!" said
LilaJo."Andfor popcorn and applesand guitar music.”
"I would liketo give thanks, too," said Richard. "l am
thankful that | got hurt tonight.”

"Youare?' asked J.T.insurprise.
"Sure!" said Richard. "If | had not gotten hurt, | never
would have comehere. Thisisthe happiest placel have
ever been."

When Mr. Wright returned with the doctor, they were
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Games and Puzzles

both surprised to find Richard laughing and singing with
theothers.

"I havehad awonderful time," Richard told hisfather.
"May | stay heretonight?'

"Thereisno reason why he should not," the doctor
said as he checked Richard'sleg and foot. "He simply
gprained hisankle; I will bandageit up.”

Mr. Wright thought for aminute. "'l haveanidea," he
announced. "You may spend the night here. Our cook is
goingto prepare Thanksgiving dinner. Mother and | will
drive heretomorrow and bring aturkey dinner for every-
one."

"Thiswill be the best Thanksgiving ever!" LilaJo
cheered.

J.T. looked across the room and smiled at Pa. A big

grin covered Pasface because he knew what J.T. was
thinking. J.T. had learned to give thanks!
JESUS FRIENDS - The Bible tells us of many
peoplewho were friends of Jesusor who loved Him.
Below are names of nineteen of Hisfriends. Fill in
the blanks with their names by counting the num-
ber of letters.

PAUL MARY JOHN JAMES PETER

SIMON JOANNA JOSEPH ANDREW

MARY MAGDALENE MARTHA PHILIP
THOMAS SIMEON MATTHEW LAZARUS

STEPHEN ZEBEDEE ZACCHAEUS
8 |
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Booksof Samuel - All of these people aredescribed in
the booksof Samuel. How many canyouidentify, using
thecluesbelow.

1. Shetook her son to thetemple and there"lent himto
theLord", but each year she went to see him and gave
him anew coat.

2. Hedied when helearned that the ark of God had been
takenin battleby the Philistines.

3. A deeping child, hewasawakened and told to give sad
newsto the old man who had been kind to him.

4. Hewent looking for somemissing farm animalsand
returned asthe anointed king of hispeople.

5. A king'sson and the hero of hispeople, heatealittle
honey without knowing hewould bekilled for doing so(l

Samuel 14:27).

6.A braveandloya soldier, hewaskilled becauseaking
wanted hiswife,

7. A very handsome man with much ability, herebelled
againg hisfather and dmost succeeded indethroning him.

8. Heisdescribed as"the sweet psalmist of Isradl.”

"Toevery thingthereisaseason, and atimeto ev-
ery purposeunder theheaven" (Ecclesiastes3:1).

Answs to
Books of

N Hannaig
P Eli, Samuéeh

‘Jonathan,
Uriah,
} Absalom,
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" And let the peace of God rulein your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one
body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;

teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with gracein your heartsto the Lord. And whatsoever ye doin word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him"

(Colossians 3:1
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