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Thisseriesof articlesaddressesthemeaning of “ Rightly
Dividing” and how weshouldread the Biblefor acomplete
understanding. A few critical componentsare used to
understand and comprehend any document we read:
Purpose, Context, and Substantiation. Futurearticles
will dedl with context and substantiation. Today, welook
at PURPOSE.

In Il Timothy 2:15, Apostle Paul wrote to young
Timothy, whowasminister tothe church at Ephesus. This
church had many issues. Paul spoke about church
members who were blasphemers, others who were
teaching fal se doctrines, and somewere misapplying the
Scriptureseither knowingly or unknowingly.

Verse 15 says: "Sudy to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.”

| found four definitionsof “rightly dividing.”

1. Tocut gtraight with precision, by discrimination
and dissection; todividecorrectly.

2. Astruthisagtraight line, so must our handling of
thetruth be straightforward and honest, without
shiftsor tricks.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

By David Royer

3. Rightly, sraghtforward handling theWord of truth.
4. Toleadorguidestraight, tokeep straight or direct,
asanavigator.

Therepeated word inthese definitionsis Straight. We
must be consistent, and we must allow the Scripturesto
harmonize with other Scripturesand not deviate from
them to suit anyone' sbeliefs, even our own.

Thisleadsusto thefirst component of understanding
what weread: PURPOSE OR INTENT. If youwant
tojudtify your ideas or thoughts, one can take scissorsto
the Bible and cut out sectionsthroughout the New and
Old Testament to making a collage of inconsistent
statementsthat add up to what you want. Unfortunately,
thewrong definition of “ rightly dividing” hasbeen used by
some to mean “carve-up.” This has caused someto
believe that we are to take the Word of God and
somehow divide or separate passages and or booksand
determinewho or for what audiencethey areintended.
Asaresult, I Timothy 2:15 hasbecome aspringboard
for acompletely different way of reading and applying
Scripture.

For example, if you intend to reinforce apartheid or
davery, pick out versesfrom Roman 13 and Ephesians6.

Romans 13:1-2 “ Let every soul be subject unto the
higher powers. For thereis no power but of God: the
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powers that be are ordained of God. 2.Whosoever
therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance
of God: and they that resist shall receiveto themselves
damnation.”

Ephesians 6:5 “ Servants, be obedient to them that
are your mastersaccording to the flesh, with fear and
trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto
Christ;” Another wrong purpose to read the Bible is used
by those who want to disproveits validity. Casein point:
Naysayerswill point out in Matthew 13:31-32, where Jesus
states in His parable of the mustard seed that it is the
smallest seed. Because technically it is not, unbelievers
argue that Jesus is speaking untruth and the Bible cannot
be believed. Little do they care to understand that Jesus
was explicitly using the mustard seed to teach a spiritual
concept, not ascientific one.

Here are some helpful guidelines to apply the
appropriate purpose, perspective, framework, intent, and
“gateof mind” whenreadingtheBible:

REMEMBER THE BIBLE IS NOT AN
ENCY CLOPEDIA. Webelievethe Scripturesareholy
anddivindy inspired by God (2 Tim 3:16). Inother words,
the Bibleisaprophetically written collection of various
types of books: history, poetry, biography, |etters, futuritic,
etc.

Itisalibrary of writings devel oped and collected over
thousands of years but meant to beread asone unit. We
can't understand the New Testament without the Old
Testament. We can't understand Jesus slifeand ministry
gpart from Genesis, thePsalms, Isaiah, etc. So, whilethere
are many types of bookswritten over along period of
time, they rely on each other and explain each other.

THEBIBLEISAN AUTHORITY. We accept the
truth of Scriptureasauthoritativeby faith and thecommand
of Scripture as authoritative in obedience, and so
demonstrates our lovefor theLord (John 14:15 ). Note:
Thereisnoright or wrong just becausethe Bible saysit.
Thecharacter of Godisthefoundation of right fromwrong,
and thisisrevealed through the Scriptures, whichisan
accuraterecord of God relating to mankind.
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THE SCRIPTURESMUST NOT BEALTERED. To
rightly dividetheWord of truth, we must understand that
the Scripturesmust not be altered. Altering God'sWord
isaserious mistake. (Galatians 1:8-9 and Revelation
22:18-19).

With permission from The Christian Standard Bible,
here are four tips to help you understand any passage of
theBible. Source: https://csbible.com/4-tips-understanding-bibl e/#

1. Pray beforeyou read.

In | Corinthians 2, Paul tells us that we can only
understand the things of God through the power of His
Spirit. We can read and read the Bible all day long, but
only the Spirit can reved thewisdom and truth that God
hasfor us. We should come to the Bible humbly, first
admitting that we need the Spirit of God to help us
understand.

2. Read morethan afew versesat atime.

Books of the Biblewerewrittento beread inonly a
few gittings (at most). Infact, itisarather modernideato
takeisolated verses or passages and apply them to our
lives; booksof the Biblewereoftenreadinlarge chunks.
Paul’sletters, for example, wereread doudinther entirety
to churches. Itisawaysbeneficial toread at |east the
chapter before or after the passage to understand the
broader idea.

3. Usea study Bible.

Study Bibles contain tons of notesthat help explain
each passage of the Bible. Not only that, but they offer
cross-referencesto hel p you see other passagesthat relate
to or arethefoundation for the passage you' rereading.
You don't havetolook at every note and study the Bible
likeatextbook, but thiswill help you better understand
confusing passages and words. Study Biblestake some
of themystery out of Biblereading and help one search
for thetruth.

4. Read in community.

TheBibleisnot meant to beread done. Theorigina
audiences both heard and read the Scripturesin group
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settingsas communities. God’ sWordisfor us. Thereis
no such thing as solo Christianity, and thereforethereis
no such thing assolo Biblereading. Yes, we should read
aoneandin private prayer, but we should a soread with
others, soaking in thewisdom and encouragement God
has given them through the sameWord. Reading God's
Word with God'speopleisan opportunity for every part
of thebody to consider how we should function together
onChrist’smisson.

Whatever you do, just read the Bible. Try startingin
the Psalms or the Gospels, which are relatively
straightforward books. The Psalms teach us how to
worship God and pray to him, eveninthedistressof life.
The Gospd stell usstoriesabout our Savior. But eventudly,
don't avoid Leviticus, Revelation, and other more
“peculiar” books. They areal meant to transform you by
setting your eyesonther ultimate Author.

Part 2 continued in the December 2021 issue

The Bible:

This book will

change your life...
..But you have to read it.

NINE" DO MORES®

Do more than exist: LI VE.
Do more than touch: FEEL.
Do more than look: OBSERVE.
Do more than read: ABSORB.
Do morethan hear: LISTEN.
Do more than listen: UNDERSTAND.
Do more than think: PONDER.
Do more than plan: ACT.
Do more than talk: SAY SOMETHING!
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Word Keys That Unlock 5\ By
. - Jerry

Womble

Commission

Theideato definethisword camefrom astudy that |
heard abrother giveasermonon andit rang abell with
methat we al have acommission to some degreefrom
God.

Commisson by definitionis"aningruction, command,
or duty givento aperson or group of people". We seeit
used both waysinthe Scriptures. Thenthereceiver of the
commissionisto act astheinformer of hismessage or
actions.

Thefirst oneweseeisin Ezral:1-2 where Cyrus
callsit aproclamation. He saysthat the God of heaven
hascharged himto build God ahousein Jerusalem. Cyrus
hasthefedling that God had given himacommand and it
washisduty to seeto it that the commission wascarried
out. Then hecharged othersof the | sragliteswith duties
to completethistask.

BeforetheApostle Paul cameto serve God hefelt he
had acommissionfromthechief prieststo persecutethese
peoplethat called themsalves Chrigtians, Acts 26:12. As
Paul was carrying out thiscommission, alight brighter
than the sun struck him down and the L ord Jesus spoke
to him and gave him anew commissioninverse 17 and
tells him that hewasto go to the Gentilesto proclaim
God'smessageto them. Heeventdlsthe Gentilesthat he
is"thegpogtieof the Gentiles’ Romans11:13. Hereceived
theingtruction from Jesusand now he, being thereceiver,
had to put the command into action.While Jesuswastill
ontheearth hegaveacommandto hisdisciplesin Mark
6:8, sending them out to other cities where he would
eventualy go. He sent themwithout script, money or food.
They wereto bealiving, speaking witnessfor thelord
preparing the peopl e of that areafor himto cometotheir
city, Luke10:1.

Findly thereisthegreat commissionin Mait. 28:18-
20 where Jesus commanded hisdisciplesand ustoday to
teach dl nationsabout Him and Hisdoctrines. Wearethe
receivers, therefore, we haveto continueto carry out our
dutiesto betheinformer of thecommission.
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A THANKSGIVING MESSAGE:
GIVINGTHANKSIN EVERYTHING
Bond Tennant

“Inevery thing givethanks: for thisisthewill of Godin
Christ Jesusconcerningyou” (I Thessalonians5:18).

Inthe United States, Thanksgiving Day iscelebrated
each year on the fourth Thursday of November.
Regardlessof theday itisobserved, many sncerechildren
of God pauseto givethanksto God for themany blessings
which He hasgiventhem. The psalmist wrote, “Itisa
good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, andto sing
praisesunto thy name, O most High” (Psalm 92:1).

Jesus*” gavethanks’ in prayer throughout Hisearthly
ministry. Beforefood or drink was served, Jesusgave
thanks in prayer to His heavenly Father for these
provisions. When performing miracles, Jesus offered
thanksgiving to God for guiding Him in the exercise of
divinepower. When Jesusingtituted theMemoria Supper
in the Upper Room, He gave thanks for the symbolic
“bread” and“cup.” SeeJohn 6:11; 11:41; Luke 22:19;
Matthew 26:27. We gather from the New Testament
that we must devel op adeeper attitude of thanksgiving
thanwhat might seem sufficient to humanthinking. Inthe
opening text, theApostle Paul emphasizesthat we should
be thankful “in everything.” The Weymouth New
Testament reads, “In every circumstance of life be
thankful.” When addressing the Ephesian brethren, Paul
expressed asmilar thought, “ Giving thanksawaysfor al
thingsunto God...” (Ephesians’5:20).

Inthishigher leve of thanksgiving, weareto bethankful
not only for thegood and pleasant experienceswhich come
tousbut dsofor thetrialsand difficult experienceswhich
Hepermitsinour lives. Atfirgt, givingthanksfor theseis
not easy. When we develop afaith based upon God's
promises, wewill be ableto realize more and more that
“...all thingswork together for good to them that love
God, tothemwho arethe called according to hispurpose’
(Romans8:28). These"all things’ includedifficulties,
persecutions, financia troubles, health problems, or the
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death of aloved one. Being dandered, evil spoken of, or
persondly misrepresented by othersmay aso beincluded.

The Apostle Peter spoke about this. Quoting from
the James Moffatt Trandation, hesaid: “ Thoughfor the
passing moment you may need to suffer varioustrials,
thatisonly to proveyour faithissterling (far moreprecious
than gold whichisperishableand yet istested by fire),
and it redoundsto your praise and glory and honour at
thereveation of JesusChrist” (I Peter 1.6-7).

Is It Easy To Be Thankful?

By Delwin DelLong

Is it easy to be thankful
When life deals out its blows?
Is it easy to be thankful
When life is filled with woes?

Is it easy to be thankful
When someone gives us pain?
Isit easy to be thankful
If all thereis, israin?

Yes! It's easy to be thankful

For all that God has given.

Yes! It's easy to be thankful
For Jesus - He is risen.

Yes! It's easy to be thankful
For the good things in our life;
And it's easy to be thankful
For the truth that'sin our life.

So remember to be thankful
Every day will beajoy -
Because a thankful heart is golden

And athankful life brings joy.
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Why did God choosethetribe
of Levi to servein thetemple?

By: MoisesTorresM

Thishasitsbeginning sincethetimethat God called
Mosestofreethelsraditesfrom Egypt. God choseAaron
hisbrother to behisinterpreter (Exodus4:10-16). Since
ancient times, theorder of God hasbeentosend“inpairs’
Hismessengersfor every specid duty; for exampleMoses
and Aaron, Joshuaand Zerubbabel , Ezraand Nehemiah,
Johnthe Baptist and the Lord Jesus. Theapostleswere
named by two and two, and the seventy were also sent
twoandtwo. All of themarelike“two sonsof ail”, full of
theHoly Spirit. Let'sremember that in the future God
will send another “two witnesses’ (Zechariah 4:11-14;
Luke 10:1; Matthew 10:1-5; Revelation 11:1-4).

In the days of the deliverance of Israel from the
Egyptians, Moses and Aaron were the two witnesses of
God. Inevery case, onewasthe Priest and the other one
the King. One of them represented the religious
government and the other onetheciviliangovernment. In
thiscase, Aaron wasthe priest, and Moseswaslikethe
king. After the deliverance, it pleased God to ordain
Aaron and his children to be priests (Exodus 28:1;
Leviticus8:7-9).

Onetime, aman of God spoketo the priest Eli and
reminded him He had chosen Aaron from the L evi tribe:
“And there came aman of God unto Eli, and said unto
him, Thussaiththe LORD, Did | plainly appear unto the
house of thy father, whenthey werein Egyptin Pharaoh’s
house? Anddid | choosehimout of al thetribesof |srael
to bemy priest, to offer upon minedtar, to burnincense,
to wear an ephod before me? and did | give unto the
house of thy father al the offerings made by fire of the
childrenof Isradl?" (I Samud 2:27-28) Alsoread Hebrews
5:1-4.

When God punished Korah, Dathan andAbiram, God
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retified to the other tribesHiswish for choosing the L evi
tribeto be Hispriests; and that wasthrough the* rod that
bloomed blossoms.” Read numbers, chapters 16 and
17.

Aaron cameto berepresentative of thereligiousor
priesthood power, and M osesthe representative of the
civil power or theking, inthose daysit was nothing but
GodHimsdf. Thiswasafigurethat will befulfilledinthe
Lord Jesus Christ, that under the order of Melchisedec
will comewith the character of King and Priest. Thiswill
asobefulfilledinal thebeieversthat aresaved. They
will bekingsand priests(Revelation 1:6).

No one in the Old Testament could take upon
leadership or ministry, not aking, or prophet, or priest if it
was not authorized by God.

Hebrews5:4-6 says. “ And no man taketh thishonour
unto himself, but hethat iscalled of God, aswasAaron.
So also Christ glorified not himself to be madean high
priest; but hethat said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day
have| begotten thee. Ashesaith alsoinanother place,
Thou art apriest for ever after theorder of Melchisedec.”

Just likein our days, no one can take the honor of a
minigtry if itisnot God' swill.

Pictured below -

Apostle Moises TorresM from Mexico
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SECOND|
CHANCE

By Ken Houseley

Will those who don't know the LORD get a second
chance?

Thisquestionisonthemind of many believers. What
about those who didn't hear the gospel ? Or those who
perished beforethey accepted theLORD?A family mem-
ber?A young child who met with an untimely death.

Somewonder, will therebeatimeinthefuture, where
thosewho didn't follow Jesus, could cometo know Him?
Andif thisisthe case, would the Scriptures be silent?
Perhapsthey would speak of such an opportunity.

Recently it wassuggested to methat | saiah 66:18 spoke
of atimewhen non Christianswould beaiveduring the
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Millennium, afuturewhen Christ would reign on earth for
1,000 years.

Isaiah 66:18 "For | know their works and their
thoughts: it shall come, that | will gather al nationsand
tongues, and they shal come, and seemy glory.”

Doesthisverse actually describe atimewhen an un-
believer would get achanceto know Jesus? It does speak
of "al nationsand tongues’ being gathered. Do these na
tionsand tonguesrepresent thosewho werealiveduring
thelast 6,000 years? Could thisbetheir second chance?

To put this Scripturein its proper time context | et us
look at the other versesaroundit.

Isaiah 66:15 "For, behold, the LORD will comewith
fire, and with hischariotslikeawhirlwind, to render his
anger with fury, and hisrebukewith flamesof fire."

Thisisthewarring phase of Jesus return. Thissubject
iscoveredinthechurchtract titled " The Second Coming
of Jesus' which can beordered freefrom the Church Pub-
lishingHouse.

During thewarring phase, Jesusreturnsto the earth to
set up Hiskingdom for a1,000 year reign. The nations
diveat that timeof Hiscoming haveleadersand armies
that think they can make war with Jesusto prevent His
return. Imagine how well the nations are armed with
nuclear explosivesand other weaponsof destruction!

Revdation17:14"Theseshdl makewar withthe Lamb,
and the Lamb shall overcomethem: for heisLord of
lords, and King of kings. andthey that arewithhimare
called, and chosen, and faithful ."

The LORD overcomesthe armies of the nations. We
seethiswar in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39.

Thereare survivorsof thegreat war.
Zechariah 14:3-5"Then shall the LORD goforth, and
fight againgt those nations, aswhen hefought inthe day of

battle. And hisfeet shall stand in that day upon themount
of Olives, which isbefore Jerusalem ontheeast, and the
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mount of Olivesshall cleavein the midst thereof toward
the east and toward the west, and there shall beavery
great valey; and hdf of themountain shall removetoward
thenorth, and half of it toward the south. Andye shall flee
tothevaley of themountains; for thevalley of the moun-
tainsshall reachunto Azal: yea, yeshall flee, likeasye
fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah
king of Judah: andtheL ORD my God shall come, andall
thesaintswiththee."

Notewhenthe LORD returns, thesaintsarewith Him.
Thesearethe saintswho areresurrected towardstheend
of thegentileage.

| Corinthians 15:50: "Now this| say, brethren, that
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nei-
ther doth corruptioninherit incorruption.”

| Corinthians 15:51-52: "Behold, | shew youamys-
tery; Weshall not al deep, but weshadll al bechanged, In
amoment, inthetwinkling of aneye, at thelast trump: for
thetrumpet shall sound, and the dead shall beraisedin-
corruptible, and we shal be changed.”

We see asmall remnant of Israel and aremnant of
other nations. The survivorsarethe nationsand tongues
referredtoin|saiah 66:18. Thereforethisverse doesnot
support the second chanceidea.

At thistimethe New Jerusalemwill descend downto
hover just abovetheearth. It will not touch theearthsince
theearthisstill unclean. And nothing which defileth shdll
enter in (Revelation 21:27). Theriver shall flow out and
heal the naitons....so we see they arein theflesh...not
resurrected.

At thistime, thelaw of the LORD isnot worldwide. It
startsin Jerusalem and flows out thru the saintsto the
heathen who do not know the fame or glory of the
LORD...(Isaigh 66:19).

See also Isaiah 2:3...."and he will teach us of his
ways...for out of Zion shal goforth thelaw, and theword
of theLORD from Jerusalem”...continuereading therest
of chapter 2.
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Weread in Psalm 149:
1 "Praise yethe LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new
song, and hispraisein the congregation of saints.”
4" For the LORD taketh pleasurein hispeople: hewill
beautify themeek withsavation."
5 "Letthesaintsbejoyful inglory: letthemsingaloud
upontheir beds."
6 "Let thehigh praisesof God beintheir mouth, and a
twoedged sword in their hand;"
7 "To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punish-
mentsupon the people;™
8 "Tobindtheir kingswith chains, and their nobleswith
fettersof iron;"
9 "To execute upon them the judgment written: this
honour haveall hissaints. Praiseyethe LORD."

Verse 1 speaksof anew song. Thisisthe saintsresur-
rected into the New Jerusalem. Verse 4 says"HE will
beautify themeek withsavation.” ThisistheMillennium
that will beset up by theLord. Verse 6 saysthesaintswill
carry "atwo-edged sword intheir hand". The Word of
God isthetwo edged sword andinthe millennium it will
executejudgment. Thisjudgment isshowninverses7
thru9.

Sothe saintsgo out from the New Jerusalem and bring
thelaw of GOD tothefar reaching Idesof theearthwith-
out Satan to distract anyone.

TheWord of GOD doesnot teach that the millennium
timewill offer asecond chance. The nationsand tongues
referred toin | saiah 66 arefuture people.

Remember Jesus warning, John 10:1...."...He that
entereth not by thedoor...but climbeth up some other way,
thesameisathief and arobber.”

Thisspeaksof theentry into the New Jerusalemwhich
canonly beentered thru Jesus. John 10:7, "1 amthe door
of thesheep.”

Thisisthesureway the sheep enter into the sheepfol d.

Sheep don't know theway without the Shepherd leading
themwith HISvoice, HISrod and HI S staff.
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THEBLESSINGSor

By Sister NestaJohn
GrenadaWest Indies

Benot deceived; God isnot mocked: for whatsoever
aman soweth, that he shall also reap. For hethat soweth
to hisflesh shal of theflesh reap corruption; but hethat
sowethtothe Spirit shall of the Spirit regp lifeeverlasting.
And let usnot beweary inwell doing: for in due season
weshall reap, if wefaint not. Aswe havetherefore op-
portunity, let usdo good unto all men, especially unto
themwho are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:7-
10). Sowing can be defined as the process of placing
seedsinor ontheground for future growth, wherereap-
ing isthe gathering of the productsthat were sown. Re-
ceiving God'sblessngsinyour lifeisby practicingthelaw
of sowing and reaping. Themore seedsthat we plant the
greater the harvest. The Lord works great wondersin
our liveswhichwehavetobegrateful for. Thebest bless-
ingsthat we can receivefrom God areforgivenessof our
sinsJohn 3:16: "For God soloved theworld, that hegave
hisonly begotten Son, that whosoever believethin him
should not perish, but haveeverlagting life.”” Romans4:7-
8informsus, saying, "Blessed arethey whoseiniquities
areforgiven, and whosesinsare covered. Blessed isthe
mantowhomtheLordwill notimputesin.”

Receiving blessingsfrom God can only comeby keep-
ing hiscommandments. "For thisisthelove of God, that
wekeep hiscommandments: and hiscommandmentsare
not grievous' (I John 5:3). The Ten commandmentsshould
bewritten on thefleshly table of our heart at al times.
Many times God blessesusand we ourselvesdon't even
realizeit. | guesswearelooking for something great all
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thetimebut indeed andinfact it isthelittlethingsthat
matterswith God.

The soil that wewill preparefor the seeds should be
moi st and rich, meaning that the heart should be prepared
to receive the good seeds that are about to be planted.
Matthew 6:33 informsusthat we should seek first the
kingdom of God and hisrighteousness, and dl thesethings
shall be added unto you. The moisture and the richness
that the soil should have are seeking the kingdom of God
first, and only by doing so can great blessing be added
untoyou.

Some of the seeds that we can sow for the soil that
arewd | prepared are: firgtly, "Bring yeall thetithesinto
the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house,
and prove menow herewith, saiththe LORD of hosts, if
I will not open you thewindows of heaven, and pour you
out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to
receiveit” (Maachi 3:10). GivingtheLordwhat isdueto
Himisvitaly important asaChrigtian. Avoiding bringing
theLords tithesto the storehouse, we can be considered
asthieves. How canwerob God?Intithesand offerings.
Blessing comeswith honesty.

Secondly, thefruitsof the Spirit. Matthew 7:7-8in-
formsusto, "Ask, andit shall begiven you: seek, andye
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh
findeth; and to himthat knockethit shal beopened.” That
only comes around with the keeping of the Ten Com-
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mandmentsand believing. Wemust havefathin order for
ustoreceiveblessngsfrom God. "But let him ask infaith,
nothing wavering. For hethat waverethislikeawave of
the seadriven with thewind and tossed. For | et not that
manthink that heshdl recaiveany thing of theLord” (James
1.6-7).

Thirdly, "Give and it shall be given unto you; good
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and run-
ning over, shall men giveinto your bosom. For withthe
samemeasurethat yemetewithal it shall bemeasured to
you again" (Luke 6:38). We should awaysbeacheerful
giver, never with aheavy heart. Whosoever sows spar-
ingly will aso regp sparingly, and whosoever sowsgener-
oudly will also reap generoudy. Reaping the blessings of
God ismuch better than been cursed by God. "Hethat
hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that
which he hath given will he pay him again" (Proverbs
19:17). Therepayment, whichisthe blessings, will be
greater than what you gave.

"Cast thy bread uponthewaters: for thou shat findit
after many days...Hethat observeth the wind shall not
sow; and hethat regardeth the clouds shall not reap...In
themorning sow thy seed, andin theevening withhold not
thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper,
ether thisor that, or whether they both shal bedikegood"
(Ecclesiastes 11:1-6). God takes care of al the seeds
that we sow and transformsthem to our blessings. By
sowing such seedsinto the soil it must be nurtured and
watered in order for the seedsto bring forth thefruitsthat
were sowed. We as Christians should always be honest
toourselvesand to God, and wewill receiveablessing if
wefaint not. GOD BLESSYOUALL.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

During the second world war in Europe asituation
arosewhere U.S. Forceswere completely surrounded
and gppeared to have no hope. TheNazi forceshad gained
temporary superiority inalast chance effort to stop the
Allied offensvein Europe. Thebattlethat ensued became
known as the "Battle of the Bulge." In aplace called
Bagtonethesurrounded Americanforceswerecalled upon
by the Nazi commander to surrender andend all resis-
tance. Theanswer to therequest for surrender fromthe
American commander cameinoneword-"NUTS" The
word "nuts’ wasadang word expressing anegativere-
ply; thustheword from the American commander was
"NO" - not even for amoment! Not for anything would
thecommander and hismen surrender, though theenemy
wasof greater strength. Soon after thisincident the sur-
rounded forceswererejoined with other American units
who brokethrough the Nazi line. Wemay usethisillus-
tration to emphasizeapoint to all children of God. the
Scripturesremind us of abattlewithin each and every
Saint of God. Thisinner war will continueuntil desth, or
Jesus return.

We need to keep in mind that Satan isaways about
trying to bring usto surrender, and though heis superior
inwit andforcethan weourselves, wemust never surren-
der, but rather "presson’” tothemark of thehigh callingin
Jesus Chrigt. The Saintsof God havewithinthemselvesa
counter forceto that of the devil. That counter-forceis
theHoly Spirit of God, whichis, "...the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to berevealed inthe
last time" (1 Peter 1:5). That isthe only Power whichis
superior to thedevil, andisavailable only through the
Lord JesusChrist.

L et us never succomb to Satan's tempting requests
for asurrender unto him. Should severetemptation arise
then go to a season of prayer. In so-doing you will be
telling Satan "NUT S- Get thee behind me Satan!™ (Mat-
thew 16:23)."...Res s thedevil, and hewill fleefromyou"
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(James4:7). If wearefaithful inour resistanceto Satan,
the Lord will soon break through the hold he has upon
theearthand will rgoinusunto Himintheholy city, the
New Jerusalem. At that time the Lord Jesus and His
armiesafter all of God's Saintswill have beenrejoined
once again together on the sea of glassthen for ashort
season to enjoy the marriage supper of thelamb. While
the plaguesare being poured out upon thewicked onthe
earth, thentheLord and Hisarmieswill returnto destroy
al wickedforcesupontheearth and establishatruly righ-
teous Kingdom which shall never be put down. What a
wonderful thought to consider. What more could anyone
ask for? All we need to do isrecognize the lord Jesus
Christ and follow Hisfootstepsaccording to the Scrip-
tures. That whichisrequired of usisvery small when
compared to what waitsthosewho arefaithful to follow
theLord and beon Hisside; Romans8:18: "For | reckon
that the sufferingsof thispresent timeare not worthy to
be compared with the glory which shall berevealedin
us." may God blessyou asyou "presson”; in Jesus name.

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
by Betty Whetstone
| love to count all the blessings
It'sour Father's great pleasureto give;
He rains down these blessings upon us,
And they're ours, aslong aswe live.
Do you ever thank Him for the heavens,
Such a beautiful shade of pure blue;
Or behold the sight of a rainbow
That He gave, as a promise, to you.
He gave us the beauty of nature,
And He holdsit all closeto His heart;
For Hislove marksthe fall of a sparrow,
And He grieves asitslife departs.

He provides the food on my table,
And He blesses each bite that | eat;
He smiles at my prayer of Thanksgiving
That | offer, as| kneel at His feet.
My prayersare the same, yet different,
Thereis so much to give thanksfor each day;
His heart fills with love for His children,
And He smiles on us when we pray.
It'sHis pleasureto give us His kingdom
Where we will never know sorrow or pain;
And there we can thank Him forever
Aswe bask in the love of Hisreign.
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A City Waiting For You

By David Del_ong

Abraham knew of theNew Jerusalemthat the Lord was
preparing for him and all the children of God. Weread
about Abraham in Hebrews 11:10,16: "For helooked
for acity which hath foundations, whose builder and maker
isGod...But now they desire abetter country, that is, an
heavenly: wherefore God isnot ashamed to becalled their
God: for he hath prepared for them acity.”

Jesustold Hisdisciplesin John 14:1-3: "L et not your
heart betroubled: yebelievein God, believeasoin me.
In my Father’shouse are many mansions. if it were not
so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for
you. Andif | goand prepareaplacefor you, | will come
again, and receiveyou unto myself; that wherel am, there
yemay bealso."

God's"house" a so containsthe throneroom where
Hestsupon Histhrone. What looksto Johnlikea"seaof
glass' stretchesout from beforethethrone. Asweshall
seelater, thisseaof glassisactually apart of theholy city,
New Jerusalem. Itismade up of puregold whichistrans-
parent, likeglass. Reveation 4.6 informsus. "And before
thethronetherewasaseaof glasslikeuntocrysta: andin
themidst of thethrone, and round about thethrone, were
four beastsfull of eyesbeforeand behind.”

When Moses, Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and seventy
of the elders of Israel went up and saw a silhouette of
God, weread: "Thenwent up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab,
and Abihu, and seventy of theeldersof Isragel: And they
saw the God of Israel: and therewasunder hisfeet asit
were a paved work of asapphire stone, and asit were
the body of heavenin hisclearness' (Exodus 24:9-10).
Couldthisbeadescription of theseaof glassbefore God's
throne?

InEzekie 1:21-22 we seeaglimpseof theliving crea-
tures(cherubims) as Ezekid described them. Wearetold:
"When those went, these went; and when those stood,
these stood; and when thosewerelifted upfromtheearth,
thewhedlswerelifted up over against them: for the spirit
of theliving creaturewasin thewheels. And thelikeness
of thefirmament upontheheadsof theliving creaturewas
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asthecolour of theterriblecrystal, stretched forth over
their headsabove.” Could thisbeaglimpse of the sea of
glassthat Ezekid saw inhisprophecy?

| saiah the Prophet makes a prophesy about the chil-
dren of Israel to comfort themWeread in Isaiah 54:11-
13: "Othou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not com-
forted, behold, I will lay thy stoneswithfair colours, and
lay thy foundationswith sapphires. And | will makethy
windows of agates, and thy gatesof carbuncles, and all
thy bordersof pleasant stones. And al thy children shal
betaught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of
thy children.” Weread in Revelation 21:19 that one of
theNew Jerusalem’'sfoundationswill be of sapphire.

TheApostle Paul callsthe New Jerusalem the mother
of usal. Weread in Gaatians 4:25-26: "For thisAgar is
mount Sinal inArabia, and answereth to Jerusdlemwhich
now is, andisin bondagewith her children. But Jerusa-
lemwhichisaboveisfree, whichisthemother of usall.”

Itisbelieved that when the Lord comes again, and
theseven last plaguesare poured out upon the earth, that
theNew Jerusalemwill be hoveringintheair abovethe
old city of Jerusalem. Itisbelieved that the shadow of
thisholy city will bearefugefor thefaithful people of
Israel during the plagues. Weread inIsaiah 4:5-6: "And
the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount
Zion, and upon her assemblies, acloud and smoke by
day, and the shining of aflamingfireby night: for uponal
theglory shall beadefence. And there shall be ataber-
naclefor ashadow in thedaytimefromthe heat, and for
aplaceof refuge, and for acovert from stormand from
ran.”

We do know that during the seven last plaguesthe
redeemed saintsof God will be upon the seaof glassof
the New Jerusalem and will not haveto go through the
plagues. Revelation 15:1-3informsus: "And | saw an-
other sgnin heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels
having the seven last plagues; for inthemisfilled up the
wrath of God. And| saw asit wereaseaof glassmingled
with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the
beast, and over hisimage, and over hismark, and over
thenumber of hisname, stand onthe seaof glass, having
the harpsof God. And they sing the song of Mosesthe
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great
and marvellousarethy works, Lord God Almighty; just
andtruearethy ways, thou King of saints.”

A beautiful description of theholy city, New Jerusa
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lem, isgivento usin Revelation 21:9-27. Wewill record
thispassage of Scriptureat thistime. "And there came
unto meoneof the seven angelswhich had thesevenvids
full of the sevenlast plagues, and talked with me, saying,
Comehither, | will show theethebride, the Lamb’swife.
And hecarried meaway inthe spirit toagreat and high
mountain, and showed methat greet city, theholy Jerusa-
lem, descending out of heavenfrom God, Havingtheglory
of God: and her light waslike unto astone most precious,
even likeajasper stone, clear ascrystal; And had awall
great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates
twelveangds, and nameswritten thereon, which arethe
namesof thetwelvetribesof thechildren of Isragl: Onthe
east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south
three gates, and on the west three gates. And thewal | of
thecity had twelvefoundations, andin them the names of
thetwel ve apostlesof the Lamb. And hethat talked with
me had agolden reed to measure the city, and the gates
thereof, and thewall thereof. And thecity lieth foursquare,
andthelengthisaslarge asthe breadth: and he measured
thecity withthereed, twelvethousand furlongs. Thelength
and the breadth and the height of it are equal. And he
measured thewall thereof, an hundred and forty and four
cubits, according to the measure of aman, that is, of the
angel. And thebuilding of thewall of it wasof jasper: and
thecity waspuregold, likeunto clear glass. And thefoun-
dationsof thewadl| of thecity weregarnished with al man-
ner of preciousstones. Thefirst foundation wasjasper;
the second, sapphire; thethird, achal cedony; thefourth,
anemerdd; Thefifth, sardonyx; thesixth, sardius, thesev-
enth, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, atopaz; the
tenth, achrysoprasus; thee eventh, ajacinth; thetwefth,
an amethyst And thetwelve gatesweretwelve pearls:
every severa gatewasof one pearl: and the street of the
city waspuregold, asit weretransparent glass. And |
saw notempletherein: for the Lord God Almighty andthe
Lamb arethetempleof it. And the city had no need of the
sun, neither of the moon, to shineinit: for theglory of
God didlightenit, and the Lamb isthelight thereof. And
thenationsof themwhich aresaved shal walk inthelight
of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and
honour intoit. And thegatesof it shall not beshut at all by
day: for thereshall be no night there. And they shall bring
theglory and honour of the nationsintoit. And there shall
innowiseenter intoit any thing that defileth, neither what-
soever worketh abomination, or maketh alie: but they
which arewritteninthe Lamb’sbook of life."
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Excuses, Excuses, Excuses....or God Under stands
by LauraTennant

Nearly everyone-- young and old, hasbeen guilty of
making an excuse at onetime or another. We have ex-
cusesfor being late, for failing to compl ete assignments,
for making poor choices, for bad behavior, for any num-
ber of situations. Theword"excuse" originally meant "to
giveadefense or reason for something.” Today, it sug-
gests, "an unjustified or falsereason - apretext givento
cover upthetruemotive." Whenwegivean"excuse" for
our actionswe arenot taking responsibility for them. We
want to blame someone el se or something else. How of -
ten haveweheard these phrases...”If youwerein my stu-
ation you would do the samething.” "You don't under-
stand." "I have no other choice." "Everyoneisdoingit.”
We are only deceiving ourselveswhen wetry to defend
our actions, or lack of them, withan"excuse'. Theenemy
of commitment is"excuses'. Excusesare so dangerous.
We often do not succeed becausewe "have an excuse.”
Whenwelet an"excuse’ ruleour liveswearenot in con-
trol. For thisreason, it isnecessary for usto put there-
sponsibility whereit belongs-- with ourselves.

Excuse making hasexisted sincethe beginning of Cre-
ation. Thereare no new excuses. Many arerecordedin
theBible. People often give excusesfor not doing thewill
of God. Let usexaminejust afew found in Scripture.

[t'snot my fault. In Genesis3:9-13weread, "Andthe
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LORD God cdled untoAdam, and said unto him, Where
art thou?And hesaid, | heardthy voiceinthegarden, and
| wasafraid, because| wasnaked; and | hid myself. And
he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou
eaten of thetree, whereof | commanded thee that thou
shouldest not eat? And theman said, Thewoman whom
thou gavest to bewith me, shegavemeof thetree, and |
did eat. And the LORD God said unto thewoman, What
isthisthat thou hast done? And the woman said, The
serpent beguiled me, and did eat.” Herewe seebothAdam
and Evewere not willing to take responsibility for their
actions. Scripture, however, tellsusthat each personis
responsiblefor hisdeeds. I Corinthians5:10 states, "'For
wemust all appear before the judgment seat of Christ;
that every onemay receivethethingsdonein hisbody,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or

| wasafraid. "Now Peter sat without inthe palace: and
adamsd cameunto him, saying, Thou dsowast with Jesus
of Gdlilee. But hedenied beforethemal, saying, | know
not what thou sayest. And when hewasgoneout into the
porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that
werethere, Thisfellow wasa so with Jesus of Nazareth.
And again he denied with an oath, | do not know the
man. And after awhilecameunto himthey that stood by,
and said to Peter, Surely thou aso art one of them; for thy
speech bewrayeth thee. Then began heto curseandto
swear, saying, | know not theman. Andimmediately the
cock crew. And Peter remembered the word of Jesus,
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which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt
deny methrice. And hewent out, and wept bitterly” (Mat-
thew 26:69-75). Thereare many reasons people usethis
excuse. Thesemight include being afraid to stand up for
thetruthfor fear wewill losethelove of our family, or
suffer thelossof our job, or loseour friends. Jesus said,
"Andfear not themwhich kill thebody, but arenot ableto
kill thesoul: but rather fear himwhichisableto destroy
both soul and body in hell" (Matthew 10:28).

| don't have any talents. "And Moses said unto the
LORD, Omy Lord, | am not eloquent, neither hereto-
fore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but |
amdow of speech, and of adow tongue” (Exodus4:10).
God givesdl men certain abilities. Someareinherent and
somewe must develop on our own. Failingto utilizeand
develop our talents can result in amissed opportunity to
bring othersto Chrigt.

| don't havetime. "And he said unto ancther, Follow
me. But hesaid, Lord, suffer mefirst to go and bury my
father. Jesus said unto him, Let thedead bury their dead:
but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. And another
asosaid, Lord, I will follow thee; but let mefirst gobid
themfarewd |, whichareat homeat my house. And Jesus
said unto him, No man, having put hishand to the plough,
and looking back, isfit for the kingdom of God" (Luke
9:59-62). Many usethe excusethat they arejust too busy.
Itisimportant to put God first in our lives, and then ev-
erything elsewill fall into place. In Matthew 6:33 Jesus
says, "...seek yefirst thekingdom of God, and hisrigh-
teousness; and all thesethingsshall be added unto you.”
Thereisnever amoment God istoo busy to listento us
and to hear our needs. We should never betoo busy that
thereisnotimein our livesfor God or others. Thereisno
better timeto obey the Gospel thantoday. TheBiblesays,
"...behold, now isthe accepted time; behold, now isthe
day of salvation” (11 Corinthians6:2).

How often do we make excuses? How often have we
heard another make an excuse? We as children of God
arecalledto servetheLord. God isnot going to accept
excusesfor not answering Hiscall. Areyou going to go
beforethe judgment seat of Christ with nothing but ex-
cusesto offer Him?Weal must go forth and be the best
that we can befor the Lord. Whatever circumstanceswe
find ourselvesin, wemust try to refrain from giving ex-
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cuses. God expectsusto bedoers. "But beye doer s of
theword and not hearersonly, decelving your own selves'
(James 1:22). InMatthew 7:21, weread, "Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shal enter into theking-
dom of heaven; but hethat doeth thewill of my Father
which isinheaven.”

Jesus gave aparableto rebuke excuse making. A cer-
tain man made agreat supper and invited many to come
and enjoy thefeast. Theparableisfoundin Luke 14:16-
24. Inverse 18, thefirst part, weread, "Andthey al with
oneconsent beganto makeexcuse." God seesright though
our excusesand findsthem unacceptable. Inverse 24 we
read, "For | say untoyou, That none of those menwhich
were bidden shall taste of my supper.” Thoseinvited to
this banguet were too occupied with other people and
activitiesto seetheimportanceof theinvitation. Their pri-
oritiesinvolved the cares of thisworld. They weretoo
busy and satisfied withtheir current way of lifetolistento
theinvitation. They preferred to missthe banquet rather
than havetheir way of lifedisrupted.

Let ustake acloser ook at this parable and the ex-
cusesoffered. Verse 18, the second part states, "Thefirst
said unto him, | have bought a piece of ground, and |
must needsgo and seeit: | pray theehave meexcused.”
This person’s possessionswere moreimportant to him
than ether thebanquet or thehost. Doyou striveto achieve
earthly possess onsand neglect theheavenly gifts?InLuke
12 weread of therichfool: " And he spake aparable unto
them, saying, Theground of acertain rich man brought
forth plentifully: And hethought within himsalf, saying,
What shall | do, because | have no room whereto be-
stow my fruits? And he said, Thiswill I do: I will pull
down my barns, and build greater; and therewill | be-
stow all my fruitsand my goods. And | will say to my
soul, Soul, thou has much goodslaid up for many years;
takethine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said
unto him, Thoufool, thisnight thy soul shal berequired of
thee: then whose shall thosethingsbe, which thou hast
provided? Soishethat |layeth up treasurefor himself, and
isnot rich toward God...But rather seek yethekingdom
of God; and al thesethingsshall be added untoyou...For
whereyour treasureis, therewill your heart bed 0" (verses
16-21;31,34).
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Thesecond mansaid, "...I have bought five yoke of
oxen, and | goto provethem: | pray thee have meex-
cused” (verse 19). Hewastoo occupied with hisway of
making alivingto giveany atentionto other matters. Does
our job or career keep us from enjoying God's bless-
ings? Do wefind oursel ves spending moretime on mak-
ing money and getting ahead in thisworld than spending
timewith God in HisWord and sharing it with others of
likefaith?

A third excusewas given by aman who had just got-
ten married, "...I have married awife, and therefore |
cannot come" (verse 20). Why not bring hiswifeto the
banquet?Wasthis man so preoccupied with hisrelation-
shipthat he couldn't enjoy the host and hisbanquet? Do
you become so preoccupied with arelationship that you
losesight of themost important of al relationships?

All theseexcuseswere not wrongin themselves. Buy-

ing property, making aliving and getting married are God
gpproved activities. But good things can become excuses
if we put them above God'sWord. L et usnot loseout on
some of the greatest blessings because of selfish priori-
tiesand unjustified excuses.
What isyour excusefor failing to obey God? The next
timeyou haveastuation, in which you makeexcusesfor,
examineyour motive. Areyou sacrificing for Jesusor sac-
rificing Jesus? Excusesareused, sometimes, toavoid doing
God'swill. Will God really understand when you make
excuses?" So then every oneof usshall give account of
himself to God (Romans 14:12).

MAKE HIS FACE SH|NE UPON YOu
and be quaci

THE LORD

LIFT UP HIS COUNTENANCE
PEACE"'
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Don't BelieveA Lie--David DeLong

Many peoplewould probably be offended by thetitle
of thisarticle. Of course| don't believelies, they may
think. However, itismoreeasy to believealiethan what
many peopleimagine.

Satanisthefather of lies. Jesus spoke of thisto some
of theJews. Hesaid: "Yeareof your father thedevil, and
thelusts of your father yewill do. He was amurderer
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of hisown: for heisaliar, and thefather of it"
(John 8:44).

Eve, our first mother, wasthefirst one upon earth to
believealiefrom Satan. When God told her and Adam
that if they atefrom thefruit of thetree of theknowledge
of good and evil they would die, Satantold Eve: "Yeshall
not surely die", and Eve believed thelie and ate of the
fruit.

Atragictaeistoldin| Kingschapter 13. A prophet of
God camefrom Judah and went to Bethel to thealtar that
was there. King Jeroboam was there, by the altar, ap-
parently wanting to burnincense uponit to false gods.
The prophet gave aprophecy that aman named Josiah
would be born and would burn thefal se prophets and
their bonesuponthedtar. Hea so proclaimed asignthat
the altar would be rent and the ashes poured out.
Jeroboam became angry at the prophet and tried tograb
him. However, Jeroboam's hand withered as apunish-
ment fromtheLord. Well, theatar wasrent and itsashes
poured out. Jeroboam then asked the prophet to pray
that hishand would berestored. The prophet did soand
thehand wasrestored. Wenow pick upthestory inverse
seven. "And the king said unto the man of God, Come
homewith me, and refreshthyself, and | will givetheea
reward. And theman of God said unto theking, If thou
wilt givemehalf thinehouse, | will not goinwiththee,
neither will | eat bread nor drink water in this place: For
sowasit charged meby theword of the LORD, saying,
Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by thesame
way that thou camest. So hewent another way, and re-
turned not by theway that he cameto Bethel. Now there
dwelt an old prophet in Bethel; and his sonscame and
toldhimall theworksthat theman of God had donethat
day inBethd...Andtheir father said unto them, What way
went he? For his sons had seen what way the man of
God went, which camefrom Judah. And hesaid unto his
sons, Saddle methe ass. So they saddled him the ass:
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and he rode thereon, And went after the man of God,
and found him gtting under an oak: and hesaid unto him,
Art thou the man of God that camest from Judah?And he
said, | am. Then he said unto him, Comehomewith me,
and eat bread. And he said, | may not return with thee,
nor goinwiththee: neither will | eat bread nor drink wa-
ter with theeinthisplace: For it was said to me by the
word of the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink
water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou
camest. He said unto him, | am aprophet also asthou
art; and an ange spakeunto meby theword of theLORD,
saying, Bring him back with theeinto thine house, that he
may eat bread and drink water. But helied unto him. So
hewent back with him, and did eat bread in hishouse,
and drank water. And it cameto pass, asthey sat at the
table, that theword of the LORD came unto the prophet
that brought him back: And hecried unto the man of God
that camefrom Judah, saying, Thussaiththe LORD, For-
asmuch asthou hast disobeyed the mouth of the LORD,
and hast not kept the commandment which the LORD
thy God commanded thee, But camest back, and hast
eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of thewhich
the LORD did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no
water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepul chre of
thy fathers. And it cameto pass, after he had eaten bread,
and after hehad drunk, that he saddled for himtheass, to
wit, for the prophet whom he had brought back. And
when hewasgone, alion met him by theway, and dew
him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass
stood by it, thelion a so stood by the carcase. And, be-
hold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the
way, and thelion standing by the carcase: and they came
andtolditinthecity wherethe old prophet dwelt.”

Becausethefirst prophet did not believe what God
had told himto do, but believed alie, hepaid for it with
hislife. We are much more proneto believe somebody
whomwetrust. Inthiscasethefirst prophet trusted the
old prophet. But God'sWordisawaysfina. No matter
what otherstell us, if God'sWord tellsus something dif-
ferently, we alwaysmust accept it. That'swhy it isdan-
gerousto read Christian books, or listen to preaching on
television, that teachesadifferent doctrinethan what the
Bibleteaches. Someone might think, I'mmature enough
not to believe a lie that someone el seisteaching. But
alie, listened to enough times, may beginto change our
mindsto thetruth. Or, at least, confuse us.

A timeiscoming when the beast power of Revelation
chapter 13 will deceivethe unconverted world to wor-
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ship him (seeverse8). Another beast, beginninginverse
11, will work with thisfirst beast. "And | beheld another
beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns
likealamb, and he spake asadragon. And heexerciseth
al the power of thefirst beast beforehim, and causeth the
earth and them which dwell therein to worship thefirst
beast, whose deadly wound was healed. And he doeth
great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from
heaven on the earth in the sight of men, And deceiveth
themthat dwell ontheearth by themeansof thosemiracles
which he had power to dointhesight of thebeast; saying
tothemthat dwell onthe earth, that they should makean
imageto the beast, which had thewound by asword, and
didlive"

| believethat thissituationisrelated towhat theApostle
Paul told the Thessaloniansin hissecond | etter to them,
chapter 2. Verses 1-12 informs us: "Now we beseech
you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and by our gathering together unto him,That ye be not
soon shakeninmind, or betroubled, neither by spirit, nor
by word, nor by letter asfrom us, asthat the day of Christ
isat hand. Let no man deceiveyou by any means: for that
day shdl not come, except therecomeafalling away firs,
and that man of sin bereveded, the son of perdition; Who
opposeth and exateth himself abovedl thatiscalled God,
or that isworshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the
templeof God, showing himsdlf that heisGod. Remem-
ber yenot, that, when | wasyet withyou, | told you these
things?And now yeknow what withhol deth that hemight
bereveaedin histime. For themystery of iniquity doth
dready work: only hewho now lettethwill let, until hebe
taken out of theway. And then shall that Wicked bere-
vealed, whom the Lord shall consumewith the spirit of
hismouth, and shdl destroy with thebrightnessof hiscom-
ing: Evenhim, whosecomingisafter theworking of Satan
withal power and signsand lying wonders, And with all
deceivableness of unrighteousnessin them that perish;
becausethey received not thelove of thetruth, that they
might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them
strong delusion, that they should believealie That they all
might be damned who believed not thetruth, but had plea-
sureinunrighteousness.”

Satan isamaster of deception. Hisplanisto present
asmany liesaspossibleto deceiveasmany aspossible.
Hewill do it with wrong doctrines, false wondersand
miracles, and enticementsto compromisewiththeworld.
L et usalwaysbeon our guard so that we don't beginto
doubt God'sWord, and so believealie.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
THE REIGN OF HEZEKIAH

Scripture Reading: 11 Chronicles29:1-19.
GoldenText: 11 Chronicles29:2.

"And he did that which wasright in the sight of the
LORD, accordingto al that David hisfather had done."

NOTE: Welearnedinour last |esson that king Ahaz was
awicked ruler. After hisdeath, hisson Hezekiah begins
toreign at the age of twenty-fiveyears. Let usseeif he
followshisfather or if hetriesto build up thekingdom
again and cleansethe house of God.

1. How long does Hezekiah reign in Jerusalem? Il
Chronicles29:1.

2. Did hepleasetheL ord, and what did he do during the
first year of hisreign? Il Chronicles29:2-3.

3. Hezekiah brought the priestsand L evitesinto the east
street. What did he say to them?11 Chronicles29:4-5.

4. How had thefatherstrespassed against the Lord, and
what had the Lord caused to come upon them? Ii
Chronicles29:6-9.

5. What desire did Hezekiah have in his heart at this
time?What did he advisethe priestsand L evitesto do?l|
Chronicles29:10-11.

6. Didthey obey Hezekiah? 11 Chronicles29:12-15.

7. What did the priestsdofirstin Il Chronicles29:167?
8. How long did it takethemto cleansethe house of the
Lord? What did they tell Hezekiah they had done? 1
Chronicles29:17-19.

Answersto Can'You Find? 1. By theHoly Ghost;

2. Forever; 3.Never; 4. Won't sin against God; Make
you wiseunto salvation; Be approved unto God.
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LESSON 11
HEZEKIAH CLEANSESTHE TEMPLE

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles29:20-36.
Golden Text: Il Chronicles29:29.

" Andwhen they had madean end of offering, theking
and all that were present with him bowed themselves,
and worshipped.”

NOTE: Hezekiahisnow king of Judah. Hereigned from
726-697 B.C. Heinherited adisorganized realm and be-
gan hisreign with agreat reformation. He broke down
theidolsandisnow ready to cleansethetemple.

1. For what purpose did Hezekiah gather the rulers of
thecity?1l Chronicles29:20.

2. What was offered for asin offering on the altar? |
Chronicles29:21.

3. Read Il Chronicles29:22-24, and then tell how the
priestsmadetheofferingfor all Isradl.

4. \What servicedid the Levitesrender inthe houseof the
Lord? Il Chronicles29:25-26.

5. Describetheservicein || Chronicles29:27-30.

6. How many burnt offeringsdid the congregation bring?
[1 Chronicles29:31-33.

7. Weretheremany burnt offerings? Who helpedinthis
service? |1 Chronicles29:34-35.

8. Theserviceof thehouse of the Lord wasnow still in
order. Did all the peoplergoice? 11 Chronicles29:36.

Answersto Figure ThisOut:

1. 40years,

2. Minusone= 39;

3. Divideby three=13;
4.Addfour = 17; 5. Seventeen.
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |1

HEZEKIAH PROCLIAM SA PASSOVER
(PART 1)

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles30:1-12.
GoldenText: 11 Chronicles30:1 (last part).

"... that they should cometo the house of the LORD
at Jerusalem, to keep the passover unto the LORD God
of lsrad."

NOTE: Hezekid istill king of Judah. He hasreopened
and cleansed thetempl e of God so that the people may
oncemoreworship God. Now wewill study about how
Hezekiah sendsaproclamationto all Isragl to keep the
Passover.

1. Towhom did Hezekiah send aletter, and for what
purpose? |l Chronicles30:1.

2. Why werethey keeping the Passover in the second
month? 11 Chronicles30:2-3.

3. Wasthedecreesentto all Isradl in the second month?
I1 Chronicles30:5.

4. What message did the letters carry to the people of
Israel and Judah?11 Chronicles30:6-9.

5. What did some of the messengersdo?11 Chronicles
30:10.

6. Did any of the people humblethemsel vesand cometo
Jerusalemfor theservice?1l Chronicles30:11-12.

LESSON IV

HEZEKIAH PROCLAIMSA PASSOVER
(PART I1)

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles30:13-27.

GoldenText: Il Chronicles30:21 (first part).
"Andthechildren of |sragl that were present at Jerusa-

lem kept thefeast of unleavened bread seven dayswith
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great gladness...."

NOTE: We last learned how Hezekiah proclaimed
throughout | srael that they should cometo Jerusalemto
keep the Passover unto the Lord. We will now see if
Israel keepsthe Passover.

1. Did many assemblein Jerusalem for thefeast of un-
|eavened bread in the second month?11 Chronicles30:13.

2. What did they do with the atarsthat werein Jerusa
lem?11 Chronicles30:14.

3. They killed the Passover on the 14th day of the sec-
ond month. Did the priestsand L evites sanctify them-
selvesand the people of the congregation? |1 Chronicles
30:15-18.

NOTE: (A customfor Isradl only).

4. Didthechildren of |srael keep thefeast of unleavened
bread? 1l Chronicles30:21-23.

5. What did King Hezekiah giveto the congregation? |
Chronicles30:24.

6. Wastheregreat joy in Jerusdem? |1 Chronicles30:25
26.

7. Didthe priestsand Levitesregjoice? 11 Chronicles
30:27.

Easy Turkey Craft
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Story

FOUND - A PAIR OF SHOES

"Mama, can you buy me a pair of shoesfrom the
store, will you? Thesearefull of holesand | am ashamed
togotoschool.”

Mother looked at the footwear, and shook her head.
How glad shewould beto seethose dear littlefeet cov-
ered. But thelist of thingsshe could not do without wasa
long one, and her pursewassmall.

"Ah! Willie, | am afraid your old shoeswill haveto
servefor sometimeyet. Mamahasonly just enough money
to buy flour, and other necessitieswe need. So, my little
man, be good and don't ask mefor them.”

A subdued sob resounded sadly inthe Mother'sears
asshebent down to embraceher littleboy. And thismade
her go on her way to the storewith her head bowed down.
However, shewas one of those happy soulswho look on
thebright sideof things. Shergoicedin thefaithfulnessof
Himwho would never leave her.

Thebuswhich Mrs. Harvey took that morning wasa
busy one, but shetook less noticethan usual, her mind
was occupied with going over her list to seeif shecould
manageto includeapair of shoesinit. But she had not
made a mistake. She had no money for that. Then she
stopped. A versehad just cometo her mind: "Casting all
your careupon him; for hecarethfor you." Thenshepoured
out inthe earsof Himwho hearsin secret al her cares,
oneafter another, not forgetting in her long list the shoes
for her boy. From that moment her ride becamelighter,
and ahalf an hour later shewas at the store of the shop-
keeper.

"Haveyou had successtoday, Mrs. Harvey?You look
so happy," he asked, ashe bagged her purchases.

"By nomeand" repliedthelady, "onthecontrary times
arevery bad. But | find all aongtheway mercy andfaith-
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fulness”

"Yes, that isgood." The shopkeeper knew hiscus-
tomer well, for her conversation wasawaysrefreshingto
him. But there are many peoplewho groan ontheway of
life. What isit that makesyou so happy today ?*

" Just the knowledge that the Lord caresfor meand
mine," answered thelady.

Thenthe conversation changed and Mrs. Harvey pre-
paredto leave.

"Whilel think of it, | havehereapair of shoes, nearly
new, which my Bernard cannot wear, sincethey aretoo
tight for him, asheisayear older than your Willie; if you
will allow me, | shall bepleased to givethemto him.”

Mrs. Harvey couldn't restrain her feeling when she
saw on the counter asplendid pair of shoes. "l told the
Lordthat Willieneeded apair of shoes, and He sent them
tomeby you."

| do not know which wasthe happier of thethree; the
shopkeeper, when heknew that hewastheinstrumentin
God'shands; Mrs. Harvey, when sheredlized better than
ever thecare of God for her; or Williewhen he proudly
put on hisnew pair of shoesand wastold that God had
sent them.

"Cadgtingd|l your careupon him; for hecarethfor you'
(I Peter 5:7).

A LOVE CAKE FOR MOTHER -
RECIPE

1 can of " Obedience’
Several pounds of " Affection”
1 pint of " Neatness'

Some holiday, birthday and everyday " Surprises’
1 can of " Running Errands" (Willing Brand)
1 box of powdered " Get up when | should"

1 bottle of " Keep sunny all day long"

1 can of pure" Thoughtfulness"

DIRECTIONS -
Mix well, bake in a hearty, warm oven, and serve
to " Mother" every day. She ought to haveit in
"Big Slices."

-- Jean Beadle
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Games and Puzzles

MAZE: Help the Pilgrimsfind the turkey for Thanksgiving Dinner.
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CAN YOU FIND?

Look up the Scriptures below and find the an-
Swers.

1. How did we get the Bible? Look up and write
out Il Timothy 3:15 and Il Peter 1:21.

2. How long will the Bible last? Find Psalm
119:89 and | saiah 40:8.

3. When will the words of Christ pass away? Find
Matthew 24:35.

4. Give areason for studying and memorizing the
Biblein Psalm 119:11; |1 Timothy 3:15; 2:15.
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FIGURE THIS OUT
How old was Joseph when his brothers sold him?

1. Sart with the number of years Moses led the
Hebrews in the wilderness. (Numbers 14: 33)

2. Subtract the number of chaptersin the book of
Jude.

3. Divide by the number of crosses on the hill
where Jesus died.

4. Add the number of chaptersin the book of
Ruth.

5. How old was Joseph when his brothers put him
in the pit?
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THANKSGIVING
by DelwinDel.ong

For health and strength, for home and friends,
For all that God in mercy sends,
For comfort in the time of need,
For every kindly word and deed,
For happy thoughts and pleasant talk,
For guidance in our daily walk,
For all these things - we give thanks.

For beauty in thisworld of ours,

For verdant grass and lovely flowers,
For song birds and the hum of bees,
For therefreshing summer breeze,
For hill and plain, the streams and woods,
For the great oceans mighty food,
For all these things - we give thanks.

For the sweet sleep that comes with night,
For the returning morning's light,
For the bright sun that shines on high,
For stars that glitter in nightime sky,
For these and everything we see,

O Lord, our hearts we lift to Thee,
And give Thee - Hearty Thanks.
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