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a MoOtHeR’s

Numerous factors are involved in the shaping of a
person'slife. | readily admit that my wife hashad muchto
dowiththis, but | must also give another person credit. |
had agodly mother -- amother who wasagood example
of putting God firstinher life. Mother wasaways present
in prayer meetings, Sabbath school and worship services.
Thisexampleisof inestimable vaue, and the pattern of
thelifeof achild of God I must attributeto my mother.
Having donethis, | am ready to acknowledge my wife's
part and theinfluence of many other peopleaswell.

Of Ahaziah, that wicked king of Isradl, itissaid, "...his
mother washiscounsellor to dowickedly” (11 Chronicles
22:3). Of another wicked king weread, "...he had the
daughter of Ahabtowife: and hewrought that whichwas
evil intheeyesof theLORD" (11 Chronicles21:6). Inthe
livesof thesetwo kingswe havetheresult of amother's
influenceand aso awife'sinfluencein shapingaman's
future.

Menwhointhe past have exerted the greatest influ-
encefor good intheworld had, asarule, godly mothers.
Themother of George Washington madeapracticeeach
morning of spending anhour in prayer, devotionand Bible
reading before attempting to conduct morning worship
with her family. Thelifeof Abraham Lincolnwastotally
influenced by hismother. Whenhewasnineyearsold, he
stood over the bedside of hisdying mother. Shereached
up her handsand embraced hisfaceand whispered, " Abe,
be somebody.” Then sheingtructed him to bealwaysobe-
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dient and law-abiding. He promised hismother that he
would never use a cohol or tobacco. She had observed
the influence of these poisons upon other people. That
promisewasnever broken. Had it not beenfor thelife of
Lincoln'smother, probably nothing would haveever been
heard of the man theworld reverestoday.

MonumentstoaMother'sInfluence

TheApostle Paul givesthe secret of thefaith of the
young man Timothy, thegospel minigter: "When| cal to
remembrancetheunfeigned faith that isin thee, which
dwdt firg inthy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice;
and | am persuaded that inthee also" (11 Timothy 1:5).
Thisunfeigned faith wastransmitted from grandmother to
mother and from mother to son.

Of John the Baptist, Jesus could say, "Verily | say
unto you, Among them that are born of womentherehath
not risen a greater than John the Baptist..." (Matthew
11:11). Naturaly we areled to inquire something about
thisman'smother?Weread, " There wasin the days of
Herod the King of Judaea, a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and hiswifewasof the
daughtersof Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. And
they WERE BOTH righteousbefore God, walkinginall
the commandments and ordinances of the L ord blame-
less' (Luke1:5-6). Of Elisabethit wassadthat she”...was
filledwiththeHoly Ghogt." Itisnot surprisngthat , from
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hirth, the child John, like hismother, was"filled with the
Holy Ghogt."

TheMother of Samson

Tothewifeof Manoah, at atimewhen |srael needed
deliverance, the promise of asonwasgiven. Inanswer to
the question: "...How shall we order the child, and how
shdl wedo unto him?' Theadmonitionwasgiven: "Now
therefore beware, | pray thee, and drink not wine nor
strong drink, and eat not any uncleanthing” (Judges13:4,
12). Manoah and hiswife'sconcern washow to trainthe
child after hisbirth. Theangel gaveinstructionsto the
woman asto her habitsbefore hishbirth. Self-control and
temperance beginwith themother during pregnancy. "And
thewoman bareason, and called hisname Samson: and
thechild grew, and the LORD blessed him. And the Spirit
of the LORD begantomovehimat times..." (verses 24-
25). Marriage to thewrong kind of woman marred the
futureof thismanfor alittlewhile. Before hisdeath, how-
ever, hesaw hisfolly and repented, and God brought de-
liveranceto Israel through him.

Thechildren of |sradl werein bondagein Egypt. When
thetimecamefor their deliverance God raised up addliv-
erer. Beforeit was possibleto have such adeliverer as
Moses, God firgt had to find agodly woman to whom He
could entrust histraining. Thestory isaninteresting one.
Pharaoh himself probably knew that thetimeof Isragl's
deliverance had almost come. He gave command to the
midwives, "...Every sonthat isbornyeshal castinto the
river..." (Exodus1:22).

It was at the time that M oses was born. When his
mother "...saw himthat hewasagoodly child, shehidhim
three months. And when she could not longer hide him,
shetook for him an ark of bulrushesand daubed it with
dimeandwith pitch, and put thechild therein; and shelaid
itintheflagsby theriver'sbrink™ (Exodus2:2-3). Miriam,
"...hissister stood afar off, to wit what would be doneto
him" (verse4). The mother was at home, doubtlesson
her knees, pleading with God in behalf of her helpless
babe. Wedlow the story of hisbeing found by Pharaoh's
daughter, and how hismother received him back again.
For yearsshehad him asher pupil. After this, Mosesbe-
camethe son of Pharaoh's daughter and the prospective
heir to thethrone of Egypt.
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A Training That WasNever Effaced

When M oses had reached the age of forty years, af-
ter having been trained by the Egyptiansfor hisfuture
exalted pogition, "It cameinto hisheart to visit hisbreth-
renthechildrenof Isragl.” That mother'strainingwasnever
effaced. "...Moses, when hewas cometo years, refused
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing
rather to suffer afflictionwith the people of God, thanto
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater richesthan thetreasuresin
Egypt..." (Hebrews11:24-26). Had it not beenfor agodly
mother and theearly training of thisson, ddiverancewould
have had to comefrom some other source,

God'sAnswer ToHannah'sPrayer.

Inthe prophet Samuel we have another exampleof a
godly mother'slifeandinfluence. Hannah was childless,
and sheearnestly prayed for ason. God heard her heart-
felt prayer and gave her the promise of ason. She, on her
part, promised to dedicate him to the service of God for-
ever. Thispromise shekept. During the early years of
Samud'slifehismother taught himwith thisin view, and
then she presented him to the Lord. In Eli's household
dwelt hiswicked sons, who were"sonsof Belial." The
boy Samuel was not influenced by the course pursued by
these two young men and grew to become aman with
whom God could communicateearly inlife. Later hebe-
came one of the most devout men of God upon whom
God could bestow the prophetic gift. When God needed
a Samuel, a prophet, He had first to go in search of a
woman of prayer, awoman that would keep her word
and integrity, aHannah. Without aHannah, there could
have beenno Samud.

Of theLord Jesusweread, "...when the ful ness of
the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman..." (Gaatians4:4). Tomakepossible JesusChrigt,
theDdliverer, God had first togoinsearch of aMary. To
thisgodly young girl werethewords addressed by the
angel,"...Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with
God. And, behold, thou shdt conceivein thy womb, and
bring forthason, and shalt call his name JESUS...And
Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; beit unto
me according to thy word. And the angel departed from
her" (Luke 1:30-31, 38).
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Later when Mary and her cousin, Elisabeth cameto-
gether, she said under theinspiration of the Holy Spirit:
"...blessedisshethat believed: for thereshall beaperfor-
manceof thosethingswhich weretold her fromtheLord"
(Luke 1:45). ThenMary answered, "...My soul doth mag-
nify theLord, And my spirit hath rgjoicedin God my Sav-
iour" (verses46-47). Tothiswoman, Mary, theLord Jesus
Christ was born, and to thiswoman was entrusted the
upbringing and early training of the Son of God. Just think
toaMary, "...God sent forth his Son, made of awoman..."

TheHand That RulesTheWorld

Thereisasaying, "the hand that rocksthe cradleis
the hand that rulestheworld." The power of womanin
shaping the destinies of men and of nationshasaways
been greater than that of man. Aslong as women are
what they should be, evenif men gowrong, thereishope
for thefuture; but if thewomen also gowrong thereis
nothing to hopefor. Theworld then will go from bad to
worse, until, asin Noah'sday, conditionswill become
helpless.

Many aman who hasmadeasuccessinlifeand who
hashad aninfluenceto gointheworld can say:

"If inthislifesuccessl gain,
Should| receive someearthly fame,
May God forbid and place Hisbane

That | should praise someto her name,
Or credit give another,
When| oweit to my mother."

"Perhapstwo waysare offered me,
And| stand between thetwain,
Wonderingwhich at lasttogain.

I'll take the cross, and not the other,

For | had aChristian mother."

"Andif I'mfaithful, saved at last,
Completed well my earthly stay,
May | inlooking o'er the past,
Pay tributeinthe selfsameway,
By telling angels, asthey hover,
That | am here because of Mother.”
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1. Tomakethiscoming year count inthe development
of my own spiritua lifeand that of my family, even
though | realizetherewill be plenty to hinder me. "My
aufficiency isof Him."

2. Totakethistask serioudy, to givetimeto planning
foritand carrying it out, also to checking up on myself
so that one day may build on another.

3. Toread my Bibleonceaday at least, twiceor three
timesif possibleuntil | get amessagefor mysdlf. In
some casesthismay mean only oneverse; in others,
many more. But | am determined to read thoughtfully.

4. To spend moretimein prayer, expecting results
therefore. My prayer lifemust beinspirationa and
edifying, not mereroutine.

5. Tocultivatethe habit of "giving thanksinal things'
andof "praisingHimat al times." | began doingthislast
year and found therewasno timefor grouches, self-pity
andfear.

6. Tobemorecareful to maintain aChristian atmo-
sphereinthehome. Thismeans| must watch the
literaturethat comesin, thetelevision programs, table
conversations, conduct onetoward another, unkindly
commentsand gossip.
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Excerpt by fCarol Buechner _ %7
The day when goodfAmericans salute their Mothers., =™ .~

Mother'sDay findstheworld takingtimeout againto
make aformal appreciation for theinfluence of the hand
that rocksthe cradle, and for that personin every home
who does so much so constantly to keep it the bulwark of
progressiveand enlightened civilization.

Mother isaredlist, and so shelooksnot so muchin
wonder and awe at the presents showered upon her to-
day and the other evidences of love and respect which
the whole family strives to make clear as she doesin
amused tolerance at al thefussbeing made over what is
her happiest and proudest job.

Naturally shewould bedisappointed if shewerefor-
gotten, but sheknowsdeepin her heart that shewill never
beforgotten, not for amoment. For around her revolves
thefamily -- and without thefamily civilization asweknow
it could not exi<t.

From her tutel age, for exampl e her discipline, come
theleaders, theworkers, the geniuses of theworld. All of
them operatefrom the safe and secure base at homemade
comfortable, convenient and pleasant by the continuing
effortsof Mother whoseideasfor right and wrong, indus-
try and thrift and responsibility, consideration and aims
and endsinlifesink more deeply into human conscious-
nessthan those of any other individua or ingtitution.

Mother setsthe example. Sheisbravein adversity,
patient in uncertainty, encouraging indespair, inspiringin
disappointment and living and forgiving dways. Instinc-
tively sheisthe epitomeof al thefinequalitiesthat men
strive for. She is the source of faith and the fount of
srength.

Mother needs no accolades, however, except that
devotion and confidence of her family which arehersby
right smply of being mothers. But we sal ute her anyway.
Andif it makesusfed good to remember her, to present
her with gifts, to pamper her alittleand smileon her today
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asproof of our lovefor her, why then it makes her feel
good, too.

And certainly, Mother hasaright tofeel good onthe
day set asidefor recognizing her.

One of the Ten Commandmentsis, "Honour thy fa-
ther and thy mother: that thy days may belong uponthe
land which the LORD thy God giveth thee" (Exodus
20:12). If you areagodly mother, teaching your child the
biblical way, youwill behonored for your efforts.

Thereisahymn about mothersthat isinspiringtothink
about. Itiscaled"Mother's PrayersHave Followed Me."
Thefirst verseand chorus say:

"| grieved my Lord from day to day,
| scorned Hislovesofull and free,
Andthough | wandered far away,

My mother's prayershavefollowed me.
I'm coming home, I'm coming home,
tolivemy wasted lifeanew.
For mother'sprayershavefollowed me,
Havefollowed methewholeworld through.”

There must be many, many people who have suc-
ceeded inlife because of thefervent prayersof agodly
mother. It isimportant to remember that amother'sjobis
never done, even when her children are grown and on
their own. Therole of the mother changes becausethe
children, asadults, maketheir owndecisions. Now she
can be the one her children turn to for advice, and her
prayers should remain just asfervent. If only mothers
would takethetimeto earnestly pray for their children,
many heartacheswould be spared and children could be
brought up according to thewill of God. Mothers, pray
for your children. Children, honor your parentsand re-
joiceintheir love, disciplineand guidance.
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A Short Mother's Day Thought

by Bond Tennant

Mary was agood mother to our Lord Jesus Christ.
Proverbs 31 givessomeof therighteoustraitsof avirtuous
woman.

“She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly
with her hands’ (verse 13).

“Sheislikethemerchants ships; shebringeth her food
fromafar” (Verse14).

“Sherisethdso, whileit isyet night, and giveth meat
to her household, and aportion to her maidens” (verse
15).

“Shelayeth her handsto the spindle, and her hands
hold thedistaff” (verse 19).

“She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she
reacheth forth her handsto theneedy” (verse 20).

“Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shdll
rejoiceintimeto come” (verse 25).

The above well describes Mary. We can be well
assured that neither Mary nor Joseph camefromawedthy
home. Much hard work was to be done. We see that
Mary knew what it wasto toil inthefield and to grind
corn. Shewashed her laundry at thewell and shecarried
water.

We see pictures of Mary, but these pictures are
probably quitedifferent from the hardworking homemaker
shereally was. Yes, Mary was a good mother to our
Lord JesusChrist.

L et all mother semulatethevirtuoustraitsof Mary!
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THE FOOD CORNER

Nuts & Healthy Grains
PARTY MIX

Almondsmentioned severa timesintheBibleareone
of thehighest protein and fiber nutsand contain manga-
nese, magnesium, and calcium, necessary ingredientsto
thebody.

"Andtheir father Isragl said untothem, If it must beso
now, do this; take of the best fruitsin the land in your
vessals, and carry down theman apresent, alittlebalm,
and alittle honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds:”
Genesis43:11.

Hereisan easy crockpot receipeready in 2 hoursfor
gamenight withyour family or Bible Study night &t Church
-- In an oval, 5- to 6-quart slow cooker, stir together
ceredlsand pretzels. Inasmall bowl, mix melted butter,
Worcestershire sauce and spiceswith whisk until well
combined. Pour over cereal mixture; stir until evenly
coated. Cook uncovered on High heat setting 2 hours,
dtirring every 20 minutes.

Ingredients:
3 cupsCorn ceredl
3cupsRicecered
2 cups Wheat cereal
2 cupsmixed nuts (almonds, cashews, pistachios)
1cupbitesizepretzels
6 tablespoonsbutter or margarine, melted
2 tablespoonsWorcestershire sauce
1 1/2 teaspoons seasoned salt

3/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon onion powder
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THE
TEMPLE
OF
GOD

And the Man of Sin

By MoisesTorresM.

In 1l Thessalonians chapter 2, Apostle Paul mentions
about aman who iscoming after the power of Satanand
will exalt himself aboveall that iscalled God, or that is
worshipped, trying to sitinthetemple of God.

Il Thessalonians?2:1-4:

“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of
our Lord Jesus Chrigt, and by our gathering together unto
him, That ye be not soon shakeninmind, or betroubled,
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter asfrom us, as
that theday of Christisat hand. L et no man deceiveyou
by any means: for that day shall not come, except there
comeafalling away first, and that man of snbereveded,
the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself
aboveall that iscalled God, or that isworshipped; sothat
he as God sitteth in thetemple of God, shewing himself
that heisGod.”

These versesmention first the gathering (rapture) of
the church by the L ord Jesus Christ, and then the coming
of theman of sinisdescribed. ApostlePaul isvery explicit
about this personage who will come after the power of
Satan trying to sit in the temple of God demanding all
prerogetiveor rightsover dl creation showing himsdlf that
heisGod.
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Here the question arises, what isthistemple where
thisindividua will St? Somemay think thisisatemplethe
peopleof Israel will build in the near future on Mount
Zion, but concerning thisthesame Orthodox Jewsin charge
of theTemplelndtitutein Jerusalem say they havethewill
and are not opposed to its construction, however they
believeitisonly their coming Messiah'sright tobuildit at
Hisappearing; they dso say they areonly getting everything
ready to start this building immediately after the
commandment isgiven by their coming Messiah. They
basetheir thoughtson Zechariah 6:12-13:

“And speak unto him, saying, Thusspeskeththe LORD
of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The
BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of hisplace, and he
shall build thetempleof the LORD: Even heshall build
thetemple of the LORD; and heshall bear theglory, and
shall sit and rule upon histhrone; and he shall beapriest
upon histhrone: and the counse of peace shal be between
them both.”

The Orthodox Jews also say thetempleor “thethird
temple” asthey call it, would not be built nor supervised
according to thedesign or plansof men, but according to
thedivineingpiration of theMessiah.

Another fact isthe latent enmity between Jews and
Muslims. Only afew being watched by the police can
climbto acertain height and step on the grounds of the
mountainwheretheruinsof thetempleare, and they cannot
pray either being up there; thisis why the Jews pray
recharged onthewallsof theold city of Jerusalem. Soif
al of these will hinder the building of thistemplein
Jerusalem, what isthistempleApostle Paul referstoinli
Thessalonians?

The word “temple” has several meanings and
symbolismsusedintheBible. Itisnot dwaysappliedtoa
literal building made of man’s hands. For example, in
reference to the church thisversereads: “Do you not
know that you arethetemple of God, and that the Spirit
of God dwellsinyou?’ (1 Corinthians3:16). Thechurch
hereis mentioned as another type of temple. TheLord
Jesusalso referred to Himself asbeingaTemple: “ And
said, Thisfellow said, | am ableto destroy the temple of
God, andtobuilditinthreedays." (Matthew 26:61). “ But
he spake of thetempleof hisbody.” (John 2:21). Wecan
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alsoread Mdachi 3:1; and Matthew 12:6.

Today our buildings or literal temples are used for
church meetingsand worship, but inthetimesof theOld
Testament only the priestsdes gnated could enter into the
temple to keep it clean and do the different services
appointed tothem.

Followingthisline, thetemplethat the man of snwill
trytodtinisnot aliterd building. It refersmoreto sitting
on God'screation and over God'sauthority and throne
astheverseinll Thessalonians2:4reads. He"...exdteth
himself aboveadl that iscaled God, or that isworshipped;
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing
himself that heisGod.”

Thisisthe same Satan tried to do in the beginning and
he was cast down from heaven. “ For thou hast said in
thineheart, | will ascendinto heaven, | will exat my throne
abovethestarsof God: | will sit also upon the mount of
the congregation, inthe sides of the north: | will ascend
abovethe heightsof the clouds; | will belikethe most
High. Yet thou shalt be brought downto hell, tothesides
of thepit.” (Isaiah 14:13-15).

ok BODY

sh TEMPLE.
OF THE HOLY

SPIRIT
WITHIN YOU

1 CORINTHIANS 6:19

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

. Forl am@nvincetr

that nglther death
“nor life, neither angels
nor demons, '
neither the present
nor the future,
nor any powers,
neither height nor
depth nor anything
else in all creation,
will be able to
separate us from the
love of God that
is in Christ Jesus
:5. ~our Lord
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Reprinted by Carlo Rasmussen, deceased

Theuseof ail isrecorded many timesintheBible. Oil
was used for physical purposes, aswell asfor spiritual
purposes. Among theancient Hebrewsin Isradl, oliveail
waswidely used. Oliveoil comesfromtheolivetreeand
is harvested in the Autumn of the year. To removethe
olivesfromthetree, onemust shakeor beat thetree until
thefruitfalsoff. By treading theolivesunderfoot, or crush-
ing them under awheel, the oil was extracted from the
olive. The oil wasthen collected intojarsor vatswhere
theimpuritieswereallowed to settle.

Therewasacertainoliveoil that wasof better quality
than therest. This oil was a pure beaten oil that came
forthfrom thefruit beforetheactual crushingtook place.
Thisoil was considered atype of first fruit, aswe can
read in Exodus 27:20, and 29:40. After theleaves and
twigs were removed, the olive was beaten into pieces
and then placed into abasket wherethe oil wasallowed
toflow out of itsdlf. Thiswasdonebeforetheoliveswent
into theregular processof removingtheail.

Oliveoil wasusedintheburning of lampsby thechil-
dren of Israel, aswe can read in Exodus 25:6. Only the
pure beaten olive oil was used in the lampswithin the
sanctuary. Thislampwasto burn continually day and night.
Oliveoil wasalso for medicineto keep wounds soft. Oil
and wineweremixed by the"good Samaritan™ when he
treated thewoundsof thelsradlitein Luke 10:34. During
thetimeswhen | sragl wasgoverned by kings, thekings
wereanointed with oliveoil. Weread where Samuel took
avial of oil and poured it upon the head of Saul, and
kissed him, thus showing him asanointed of theLord to
be" captain over hisinheritance:” | Samuel 10:1.
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All thingsingtituted by God arefor areason. Every
child of God should consider and remember thisfact. The
tabernacleand al furnitureinsideit werefor apurpose.
Thespecia "holy oil" prescribed by theLord for thetab-
ernacle carried special representation. Thisoil wasrep-
resentative of theHoly Spirit of God, which dwellswithin
the body of every true believer. Today thisisthetaber-
nacleof God. Every child of Godisthe"officiating priet”
of hisor her temple. Likeasthe holy oil wasto anoint all
thingswithinthetabernaclein the Old Testament times,
sotoday, the Holy Spirit of God isto anoint our fleshly
tabernad escompletdy throughthis"anointing” dl of God's
people are set apart for proper service unto the Lord.

Atthetimeof baptismthe"babesin Chrig" havehands
laid upon them for the reception of the Holy Spiritinto
their hearts, minds, and bodies. Thisisrepresentative of
that specia "Holy Oil" of God.

Fromtimetotime somemay becomesick or afflicted
inthefamily of God. The Apostle Jameswritesthat if
thereisany sick among you, for thebrethrento call upon
the elders of the church, and | et them pray over those
afflicted, and anoint themwith ail inthenameof theL ord,
James5:13-16. Intheseverses, the il isrepresentative
of that Holy Spirit of God. We are not to think thereis
any heding power withintheoil itself. Truehealing comes
only fromtheholy Power of God through His Son, Jesus
Christ. Theoil isasymbol of that Power.

Weread inActs19:11-12 where"...God wrought
specia miraclesby the hands of Paul: So that from his
body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefsor aprons,
and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits
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went out of them.” TheA postle Paul wasespecialy blessed
of God with thegift of healing, and inthisway, healing
could beaccomplished without Paul's presence.

Today inthelocal Churchesof God around theworld
the anointing of handkerchiefswith oil for thesick and
afflictedisdoneby thelocal pastorsor elders. Herea so,
itisnot theoil which heals, but rather that which the cil
represents, namely the Holy Spirit of God.

L et uscons der thesethoughtsand remember tomain-
tain ourselvesfilled, or anointed, with that specid oil of
God, HisHaly Spirit whereinwewill beready to becaught
away to the seaof glasswhen Jesus appearsinthe heav-
ens. If weare not anointed of God now wewill receive
thewrath of the Seven Last Plagueswhichwill bepoured
out after the saintshave been caught up. Whenthe Plagues
have been poured completely therewill comethe great
timeof therestitution of al thingswhen that Holy Oil of
Godwill gradudly fill thewhole earth and makeit asit
was. Areyou anointed with theHoly Spirit of God, His
Specia Oil fromabove?

He that hath an ear, let him hear.

by Jerry Womble

Word Keys That Unlock Truth

KINGDOM - By definition akingdom isaream
governed over by aruler whether it beland, politically or
spiritually. Thetheme of the Bible next to Jesusisthe
futurekingdom.

Thecity of Rome as headquartersand theland that it
ruled over, that isthe Roman Empire, wasaphysicd and
political kingdom at thetime Jesuswas on theearth. It
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wasphysical because of the vast number of countriesit
controlled and political because all those nationshad to
follow Rome's rule as they were overseen by Roman
soldiers,

For akingdominthe OT timesGod gavelsradl Judges
tobetheir leader. Thesejudgeswereboth physica leaders
and spiritua menof God. | amreminded of Samud when
hewent to Jesse'shouseto anoint David to bethefuture
king and when the people saw him coming they were at
first afraid and asked himif hewascoming for punishment
or for blessings. Thisshowed their fear and respect for
him astheleader of the nation and the spiritua leader of
thepeople. Not being satisfied the people had asked for
aking from God toreign over themand hegavethemfirst
Saul. The king then was more physical in leadership
because he wanted hisauthority to be number oneand
not God's.

Either God or thedevil isthe spiritua influence behind
the physical leaders of a country. The devil took the
spiritual leader Jesusto ahigh mountain and offered to
giveJesusall thekingdomsof theworldif hewould only
worshiphim. Thedevil wasrecognizing that hehascontrol
over falsekingsand their kingdomshbut not over Jesusthe
oneto bethe spiritual leader of the people.

Anangel in Luke 1 talksto Mary about akingdom
and saysthat the child sheisgoing to havewill havea
kingdomwithout end. That will bethemillennia kingdom
of Rev. 20:4-6. Thisisthekingdom that wewant to have
apartin. Weareto bekingsand priestsin that kingdom,
meaning that we will all have ajob to do during the
millennid reign. That kingdomisreferredtoinMatt. 13:41
as the kingdom of the Son which leads to vs. 43 the
kingdom of the Father. Thisiswhat Paul iswriting about
in 1 Cor. 15when he saysthat after Jesus has put down
all ruleand authority, hewill turn the kingdom back to
God.

Our fina thought about akingdomisthe onethat John
the Baptist talksabout in Matt. 3 and Jesustalksabout in
Matt. 4 and thisis called the gospel kingdom. Itisthe
onethat leadsusto savation. Itteachesusof repentance,
baptism and theindwelling of the Holy Spirit; itisthe
kingdom we canreceivenow and wemust keepitin pirit
andtruthin order to bein thefuturekingdom with Jesus.
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By BenDel.ong

Asardatively new member of the church, | have been
searching for what makesthe Church of God (7th Day)
different and specid. | have been asking myself theques-
tion, "Why doesthe Church of God (7th Day) exist and
what isits purpose on the Earth in light of all the other
wonderful thingsthat Godisdoingin our world?"

| used to believethat the answer to this question was
doctrinal, that our church existsto hold to aspecific set of
doctrina pointsand keep them zealoudy. Theproblem |
ran into with this purposewasthat it felt like we were
sticking our headsin the sand. It didn't fit with Jesus's
command in Mark 16:15 to spread the gospel totheen-
tireworld. Duringthislast year iswhenmy opiniononthis
issue haschanged.

The purpose for the church that | have cometo be-
lieve can be summed up by the Latin phrase that was
popular a thetime of the Reformation: " Sola Scriptura,”
or "TheScripturesaone.” Many churchestoday classify
themsalvesas"Biblebelieving” and many of those actu-
aly wak thewak andfollow throughin believing that the
Bibleistheinspired Word of God. | believethat our pur-
poseistotakethisonestep further andtoitslogical con-
cluson. Not only isthe Bibleinspired by and from God,
but istheonly set of documentsinspired by God to bethe
basisof our faith. In short, it ismy contention that the
purpose of the Church of God (7th Day) isto beabea-
confor afaith based onthe Bibleand the Bible only.

The problem that we are seeking to address in the
worldtoday isthat the Christian faith hasbeen mixedin
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with ahost of customsand traditionsthat comefroma
myriad of different sources. A good exampleof thisisthe
classcd Chrigtianteaching of theafterlife. Churcheshave
mixed thebiblica teachingsof aresurrection of thesaints
when Christ returnswith traditionsrooted in Greek my-
thology. In Greek mythology, when agood person dies,
his"soul" would crossover and dwell inaplacecalled the
ElysanFields. Whenanevil persondies, his"soul" would
be sent to hadeswhereit would betortured for eternity.

TheBibleteachingson theafterlife stand in stark con-
trast to that of the Greek. Romans 6:23 states: "For the
wages of sinisdeath; but the gift of God iseternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord." Sin doesnot bring about
an eternal life of fire and torture, but simply an end --
death. Asthisillustration shows, the Christian teaching of
today isnot solely Bible based.

Onecritical point needsto be made here. Thereare
many members of God'sfamily intheworld today, the
majority of which may not be membersof the Church of
God (7th Day). These people have accepted the salva
tionthat Christ hasto offer and aredoing their very best
to serve God. Most of these people have never seen or
heard of afaith based only on the Bible and not mixed
with non-biblical teachings. Itisour job to reach out to
these people and the churchesthey areinwith loveand
show them apurefaith based only on God'sgiven Word.
We al so must examine our own church very closely to
make surethat everything weteach isbased on the Scrip-
turesand has not been brought in by tradition.

Itismy belief that we asachurch have avery clear
purposeand missioninthisworld. Weareto beabeacon
forasmpler faith, afaithin Jesus Christ that comesfrom
God through HisHoly Spirit and isbased onthe Bible
alone. Itisour jobtolet our light shineand show acon-
fused world how great following God canredlly be.

Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works,

{ glorif e
and <lorify your :
glorily your Cxrther
which is in heaven.

Matthew 5:16
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The San Antonio, Texas Church hosted the 2021 Youth Retreat Expedition in Faith -- the next two
pages contain camp information for upcoming 2022 camps for youth (boys and girls) and young adults.
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Church of God (7th Day) 2022 Summer Youth Retreat P.U.S.H. Registration Form

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we are excited to inform you of the 2022 summer youth retreat in our
beautiful Texas Hill Country north of San Antonio!!! Directions to the retreat are on the church website calendar
www.churchofGod7thday.or g. The Lord'sretreat will be July 24th thru July 29th. Registration feeis $35. If youwould likeacamp shirt
please send an additional $15 with your registration. Checks may be written to: Church of God (7th Day) and mailed with this
registration formto: Cindy Buechner, 9608 Geronimo Oaks, San Antonio, TX 78254. We also will be accepting money through paypal
at Buechner 1@aol.com, choose the option “ sending to afriend”. Registration deadlineis June 24th.

GroupArrival Date/TimeDepartureDate/Time
Boys—11-18yrs. Sunday - July 24, 3:00 PM Tuesday - July 27, 6:00 PM
Girls—11-18yrs. Tuesday - July 27, 10:00AM Friday - July 29, 4:00 PM

Camper’'s Name M or F Birthdate Age: as of July 25st
Parent’s/Guardian’s Name(s)

Address City State

Phone # Email address

What is your shirt size? Is your shirt a child size or an adult size?

Name and Telephone of nearest relativeif parent/guardian cannot be reached:

Name Phone #

CircleAny That Apply:

Heart condition, diabetes, asthma (please bring inhaler), or other condition?:
Serious reaction to? poison ivy, oak, sumac, or other
What is the reaction to the above question?
Insect sting reaction? Yes or No what is the reaction?
Drug Allergies? Yes or No Drug Reaction
Any other (food, etc.) allergies and reactions?
Iscamper under any medication or dietary regimen at thistime?Yesor No.
If yes, list medicationsor dietary restrictions:
Any medication taken to camp must beinitsoriginal container and labeled, with directions, for theindividual for whomit isintended.
Any restrictionsto Swimming, water sports, or, physically strenuous activities? Yesor No

List restrictions

SENSITIVE TOPICSfor Ages13and OL DER. Bible studies and/or discussionsrelated to, but not limited to, the following types of
topics for ages 13 and older may be conducted: Sexual relations, abortion, teen pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases,
homosexuality,” sexting”, appropriate use of social media, etc.

List any of thesetypesof activitiesyour child istobeexcluded from:

Unless otherwiseindicated on this Registration Form, my child, named above, has permission to take part in all activities, Bible
studies and discussions. | agree that the camp or its personnel will not be held responsible for accidents. | understand that
attemptswill be madeto contact meif my child requires emergency medical/surgical treatment, but, if it isimpractical to do so,
and/or, until | can arrive at the scene, | hereby give my permission to the medical personnel selected by camp staff to secure
proper treatment, to hospitalize, to order injections, anesthesia, x-ray or surgery for my child as named above. Any financial
obligation incurred will be covered by me personally, or by theinsurance policy listed below.

SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN DATE:
INSURANCE CO. & POLICY #
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Greetingsin the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

YwNG I.-l 2022 Asyou all know, our youth have a summer retreat avail-
g able to them that mentors ages 11-18. So, what happens
RETREAT after they are over 18?We arethrilled to inform you of the

2022 Young Adult Retreat! The retreat will be located in
the beautiful natural setting of Cedar Hill, TX south of the
Dallas Fort Worth metroplex! The young adult’s retreat
will be held on the weekend of September 2nd through
September 4th, 2022 at: Mt. Lebanon Camp 1701 Texas
PlumeRd. Cedar Hill, Tx 75104. Check out the photos and
directions at their website www.mtlebanon.com. The reg-
istration fee will be $30 and is due with asigned Registra-
tion Form. Checks may be written to: Church of God (7th
Day) or you can use the church’s PayPal through our email
cOg7thday @att.net (“c0g” being azero). If youwould like
acamp shirt, please send an additional $15 and your shirt
size. We will be accepting forms until July 4th 2022. The
camp will be co-ed and thelodging will bein separate male
female dormitories supervised by our local and visiting
Y o u R H E A R T church leaders. For 2022 will continueto open thiscampto

men and women ages 19-27, married or not. Unfortunately,
this year we will not have childcare available for married

YoungAdults 2022 Registr ation Form coupleswith children. The scheduleisbelow:
Arrival Date/Time Departure Date/Time
Young Men/Women —19-27yrs.  Friday Sept. 2, 12: 00PM Sept. 4, 4:00PM
Camper’sName M or F Birthdate
Address City State
Phone# Emaill address

What isyour shirt size?
Nameand Telephone of an emergency contact:

Name Phone#
CircleAny That Apply:

Heart condition, diabetes, asthma, or other condition?:
DrugAllergies?Yesor No Drug Reaction

Any other (food, etc.) alergies?
Any dietary regimen at thistime?Yesor No.
If yes, list medicationsor dietary restrictions:
Any medication takento camp must beinitsorigina container and labeled, with directions, for theindividual for whom
itisintended.

| agreethat the camp or itspersonnd will not be held respongiblefor accidents. | understand that attemptswill be made
to reach an emergency contact if the camper requiresemergency medical/surgical treatment, but, if itisimpractical to
do so, and/or, until | can arrive at the scene, | hereby give my permission to the medical personnel selected by camp
staff to secure proper trestment, to hospitalize, to order injections, anesthesia, x-ray or surgery for me. Any financia
obligationincurred will be covered by mepersonaly, or by theinsurance policy listed below.

SIGNATURE DATE:

Insurance Company Policy Number
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BIBLE

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS

Takenfrom TheHome Instructor Part | - If you'dliketo
receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 5- SIGNSOF CHRIST'SCOMING

QUESTION: Withwhat timesarethetimesof Christ's
second coming compared?

ANSWER: "But asthedaysof Noewere, so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be. For asinthe daysthat
were before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until theday that Noe
entered into theark, And knew not (believed not) until
theflood came, and took them all away; so shall dsothe
coming of the Son of man be" Matthew 24:37-39.

QUESTION: What will happen aspeoplego about their
dalylives?

ANSWER: "Then shall two beinthefidd; theoneshal
betaken, and the other left. Two women shal begrinding
a themill; theoneshall betaken, andtheother left” verses
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40-41.
QUESTION: Why should wewatch?

ANSWER: "Watch therefore: for ye know not what
hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the
goodman of the house had known in what watch (hour)
thethief would come, hewould havewatched, and would
not have suffered hishouseto be broken up. Therefore
beyeasoready: forinsuchan hour asyethink not the
Son of man cometh” (verses42-44).

QUESTION: What shdl ariseinthereligiousworld?

ANSWER: "For thereshall arisefdse Christs, andfalse
prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuchthat, if it were possible, they shall deceivethe
very dect” (verse24).

QUESTION: Will somefdl awvay fromthetruth?

ANSWER: "Now the Spirit speaketh expresdly, that in
thelatter times someshall depart fromthefaith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;, Speaking
liesin hypocrisy; having their conscience seared witha
hotiron" | Timothy 4:1-2.

"L et noman deceiveyou by any means. for that day shal
not come, except therecomeafaling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition”: Il
Thessdonians2:3.

QUESTION: Why will manbelost?

ANSWER: "And with all deceivableness of
unrighteousnessinthemthat perish; becausethey received
not thelove of thetruth, that they might be saved” verse
10.

QUESTION: What will people not endure and what
shall they heaptothemselves?

ANSWER: "For thetimewill comewhenthey will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lustsshdl they
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hegptothemsdvesteachers havingitchingears' Il Timothy
4:3.

QUESTION: Towhat shall they beturned?

ANSWER: "Andthey shall turn away their earsfrom
thetruth, and shall beturned untofables' verse4.

QUESTION: What will God send these peopl€?

ANSWER: "And for this cause God shall send them
strong delusion, that they should believealie: That they
al might be damned who believed not thetruth, but had
pleasureinunrighteousness' 11 Thessalonians2:11-12.

QUESTION: What will happen when the nationscry,
'Peace and Safety'?

ANSWER: "Forwhenthey shall say, Peaceand safety;
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, astravail upon
a woman with child; and they shall not escape” |
Thessdonians5:3.

QUESTION: What kind of men shall grow worseand
worse?

ANSWER: "But evil men and seducersshall wax worse
and worse, deceiving, and being deceived" |1 Timothy
3:13.

QUESTION: What signsshall beinthe heavensand
upontheearth?

ANSWER: "Andthereshal besignsinthesun, andin
themoon, and inthe stars; and upon the earth distress of
nations, with perplexity; the seaand thewavesroaring”
Luke21:25.

QUESTION: Isheartfalureasgnof theLord'scoming?
ANSWER: "Men'sheartsfailing themfor fear, and for
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looking after those thingswhich arecoming onthe earth:
for the powersof heaven shall be shaken” Luke 21:26.

QUESTION: For how long wasthecity of Jerusdlemto
betrodden down?

ANSWER: "And when ye shall see Jerusalem
compassed with armies, then know that the desolation
thereof isnigh. (Prophecy of Titusand hisarmiesin 70
A.D.) Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the
mountains, and let themwhich areinthemidst of it depart
out; andlet not themthat arein thecountriesenter thereinto.
For these bethe days of vengeance, that all thingswhich
arewritten may befulfilled. But woe unto them that are
with child, and to them that give suck, inthosedays! for
thereshall be great distressin theland, and wrath upon
thispeople. Andthey shall fall by the edge of the sword,
and shall be led away captive into all nations: and
Jerusalem shd| betrodden down of the Gentiles, until the
timesof the Gentilesbefulfilled" Luke 21:20-24.

QUESTION: What other signswill beintheearth?

ANSWER: "And great earthquakesshall beindivers
places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights
and great signsshdll there befrom heaven' verse 11.

QUESTION: Will therebe peaceinthe earth?

ANSWER: "Andyeshal hear of warsand rumours of
wars. seethat yebenot troubled: for al thesethingsmust
cometo pass, but theend isnot yet. For nation shall rise
againgt nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there
shall befamines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in
diversplaces' Matthew 24:6-8.

QUESTION: What conditionswill exist inthe social
world?

ANSWER: "Thisknow aso, that inthelast daysperilous
timesshall come. For men shall beloversof their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natura
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affection, trucebreakers, fal seaccusers, incontinent (not
ableto contain sexud impul ses), fierce, despisersof those
that aregood, Traitors, heady (strong willed), highminded
(feeling superior), loversof pleasuresmorethanloversof
God; Having aform of godliness, but denying the power
thereof: fromsuchturnaway” Il Timothy 3:1-5.

QUESTION: For how long should the book of Daniel
be closed?

ANSWER: "Butthou, O Danid, shut up thewords, and
seal the book, even to thetime of theend” Daniel 12:4,

first part.

QUESTION: What would happen in the time of the
end?

ANSWER: "...many shdl runtoandfro, and knowledge
shall beincreased" verse4, last part.

Cdl intothe Publishing House (304-782-1411) and let
them know if your friend could use Thelnstuctor of Truth
Volumel & Il. Wewould beglad to mail them astarter
package of Advocates, L essons, tractsand I nstructor --
thereare many peopleout therethat need God'swords.
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Gnosticism,
Countered

By David DelL.ong

Thebook of Jude appearsto beacounter tothefase
teaching of histime, called gnosticism. Gnosticismmixed
partsof paganistic teachingswith Christianity, forming a
hybridreligion known ashellenistic Christianity. (Helle-
nigticrefersto Greek influence after thetimeof Alexander
the Great). Someof thishdllenigtic Chrigtianity isstill dis-
played in many churchestoday. We begin with thefirst
three verses of Jude: "Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ,
and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God
the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:
Mercy unto you, and peaceand love, bemultiplied. Be-
loved, when | gaveall diligenceto writeunto you of the
common salvation, it was needful for meto writeunto
you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for
thefaithwhichwasonceddivered untothesaints.”

Jude exhorted his Christian brethren " of the com-
mon salvation™, stating that they "should earnestly con-
tendfor thefaithwhichwasonceddivered untothesants”
Thiscommon salvation and faith were being attacked by
"certainmencreptinunawares’. Verse4 reads. "For there
are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of
old ordained to thiscondemnation, ungodly men, turning
thegraceof our God into lasciviousness, and denying the
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ." Thesemen
weregpparently gnostic Christians, many of whomwere
introducing "lasciviousness' and strangedoctrinesintothe
churchesof thetrue brethren.

Gnosticsbelieved, likemany "Christians' do to-
day, only inthe grace of God, throwing out the Law of
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God. Thus, lasciviousnesswastheinevitableresult. By
denying the only Lord God, many gnosticsbelieved that
the God of the Old Testament and the God of the New
Testament weretwo different beings. The God of the Old
Testament, many believed, wasahateful, judgmenta God,
and the God of the New Testament wasamerciful, loving
God. Therefore, they rejected the God of the Old Testa-
ment and threw out HisLaw. Many only received por-
tionsof theNew Testament.

By denying the Lord Jesus Christ, many gnostics
believed in the doctrine of docetism, whereby Jesusand
Christ were d so two different beings. Jesuswas Jewish
and somegnogticsbelieved that Hisministry on earthwas
inferior. Therefore, they believed that many of Histeach-
ingswereinferior or corrupted. For instance, they be-
lieved that the number eight was superior to seven, so
they abandoned the Sabbath and started keeping Sun-
day. Sunday, thefirst day of theweek, wasasotheeighth
day (theday following theseventh). Thisbelief hadtodo
withtheir hellenisticideasabout the universe.

Christ, they believed, was the true Son of God
who went back to heaven. These gnostics, therefore, be-
lieved that the writings of Paul and other apostleswere
more reliable Scriptures than the gospels. Also, many
gnogticsbelieved intheintermediary influence of angels.
Judewrotein verse 6: " And the angel swhich kept not
their first estate, but |eft their own habitation, he hath re-
servedin everlasting chainsunder darknessunto thejudg-
ment of thegreat day." Thiswould haveshownthegnostics
that angelscould fall and bejudged. And verse 7 states:
"Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the citiesabout them
inlikemanner, giving themsalvesover to fornication, and
going after strangeflesh, are set forth for an example, suf-
fering thevengeanceof eternd fire." Thisversewould have
countered thegnostics belief inliving alawlesslifestyle.

Oneof the beliefs of somegnosticswasthat they
felt they had to, for instance, blasphemethe God of the
Old Testament to rid themselves of Hisinfluence. It ap-
pearsthat Jude countered theminverses8-10: "Likewise
a sothesefilthy dreamersdefiletheflesh, despisedomin-
ion, and speak evil of dignities. Yet Michael thearchangd,
when contending with thedevil hedisputed about the body
of Moses, durst not bring againgt him arailing accusation,
but said, The Lord rebuke thee. But these speak evil of
those thingswhich they know not: but what they know
naturaly, asbrutebeadts, inthosethingsthey corrupt them-
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sves”

Gnosticswould routinely minglewith true believ-
ers, thinking that they had the superior faith. Judewrotein
verses 12-13: "Theseare spotsin your feastsof charity,
whenthey feast withyou, feeding themsel veswithout fear:
cloudsthey are without water, carried about of winds,
treeswhose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead,
plucked up by theroots; Raging wavesof the sea, foam-
ing out their own shame; wandering stars, towhomis
reserved the blackness of darknessfor ever.” "Wander-
inggtars' probably hasreferencetothe planetswhich seem
towander intheir orbitsaround the sun. Thiswould bea
very hard blow against the gnostics who looked to the
sarry heavensasaplace of seemingly morestability (the
garsseemed tomovemuchmoredowly, if a dl.) Gnogtics
identified themsel veswith the seemingly morestability of
thestarry heavens, believing that after death they would
make their abode there. They looked to the planetary
heavens asbeing more chaotic, thusnot wanting toiden-
tify withthem.

A book of Enoch was revered by some of the
gnogtics. Jude may have been using thistext against them
when hewrote: " And Enoch a so, the saventh fromAdam,
prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh
withtenthousandsof hissaints, To executejudgment upon
al, andto convinceadl that areungodly among themof al
their ungodly deedswhichthey have ungodly committed,
and of al their hard speecheswhich ungodly sinnershave
spokenagaing him."

Jude admonished the true believers with these
words. "But, beloved, remember yethewordswhichwere
spoken before of the apostlesof our Lord Jesus Christ;
How that they told you there should be mockersinthe
last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.
Thesebethey who separate themsalves, sensual, having
not the Spirit. But ye, beloved, building up yourselveson
your most holy faith, praying inthe Holy Ghost, Keep
yourselvesinthelove of God, looking for the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life" (verses 17-21).

It appearsthat Jude was countering gnostic Chris-
tians and their heretical beliefsin hisletter. We must be
on guard today against anyonecalling himsdlf, or hersdlf,
aChristian, but who bringsfalse, heretical, beliefsinto
our congregations. Someof thebdiefsof thegnostic Chris-
tiansare still around today. May the Lord grant usthe
wisdom and strength to counter them.
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI
DANIEL INTHE LION'SDEN (PART 1)

Scripture Reading: Danid 6:1-15.
Golden Text: Danidl 6:11.

"Then these men assembled, and found Daniel pray-
ing and making supplication beforehisGod."

NOTE: Wehave been studying about Daniel; andin our
last lesson, welearned how he helped interpret the strange
handwriting that appeared on the wall. He became an
important leader under thenew king, Darius. Wewill now
find out more about thelifeof Danid.

1. What were Daniel'sdutieswhileworking for King
Darius?Danidl 6:1-3.

2. Whowanted tofind fault with Danid, and could they
find anything hedid wrong? Daniel 6:4.

3. What did the Presidents and Princes decideto find
againg Danid ?Danid 6:5.

4. What did the Presdentsand Princes suggest that King
Dariusdo?Dani€l 6:6-8.

5. DidKing Dariusagreeto signthisnew decree? Daniel
6:9.

6. What did Daniel do when he heard of the new law?
Danid 6:10.

7. What did the Presidents and Princes do when they
saw Danid praying?Danidl 6:11-13.

8. When theking heard what Daniel had done, what did
hefeel?Daniel 6:14-15.
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LESSON |
DANIEL INTHELION'SDEN (PART 11)

Scripture Reading: Danidl 6:16-28.
Golden Text: Danid 6:19.

"Thentheking arosevery early inthe morning, and
went in hasteunto theden of lions."

NOTE: Inour last lessonwestudied about how theleaders
under King Dariuswereenviousof Daniel andwantedto
find fault with him. Theseleaderspersuaded King Darius
to sign adecreethat stated if anyone bowed downto a
God instead of the king, they would be put in the den of
lions. Daniel continued to pray to God, and wewill now
study to find out what happensto Danidl.

1. When Danid isthrown into thelion'sden, what does
theking say tohim?Danidl 6:16.

2. What does he do to the entrance of the den? Daniel
6:17.

3. Explainwhat theking doesall that night and the next
morning?Daniel 6:18-20.

4. How did God protect Daniel from the hungry lions?
Danid 6:21-22.

5. What did theking order to be donewith Daniel, and
wasDaniel harmedinany way?Daniel 6:23.

6. What did King Darius do with Daniel's accusers?
Danid 6:24.

7. What didKing Dariusproclamthroughtheland?Danidl
6:25-27.

8. Did Daniel prosper after thetime? Daniel 6:28.

Answersto Telephone Puzzle - Luke 6:5; Mark 5:34;
Luke 14:1-5; John 4:49; Matthew 9:2; Luke 8:41-42;
John 5:2,9; John 9:1-14.
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSONIIT1I
JOB (PART I)
Scripture Reading: Job 1.
Golden Text: Job 1:22.

"Inall thisJob sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.”
NOTE: Wewill learn about aman named Job and his
relationship with God. We can learn much from hisex-
ample.

1. For what isJob noted? James5:11.

2. What did the Lord say about the goodness of Job?
Job 1:8.

3. Why did Satan believethat Job feared God? Job 1:9-
1.

4. Throughout al of histrias, did Job turn against God?
Job 1:22.

5. What was Job'sbodily affliction? Job 2:7.
6. Whowere Job'sthreefriends? Job 2:11.

7. Had Job feared that some awful thing would befall
him? Job 3:25-26.

LESSON IV
JOB (PART I1)

Scripture Reading: Job 42.
Golden Text: Job 19:25.

"For | know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall
stand at thelatter day upon the earth.”

NOTE: Inour last lesson, we learned about Job who
wasvery faithful to God. Satan believed that if Job was
madeto suffer, hewouldn't praise God. SotheLord let
Satan have power over Job to test Job'sfaith. We will
now finishthe story to seeif Job turnsfrom God.
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1. What did Job say about trusting the Lord? Job 13:15-
16.

2. What was Job's great question on eternal life? Job
14:14.

3. Didhebdievein Jesusashis Saviour and beievethat
inthe end hewould see God? Job 19:25-26.

4. What doesthe Bible say about Job 'slast days? Job
42:12.

5. How many children did Job haveat last? Job 42:13.
6. What were hisdaughter'snames? Job 42:14.

7. How long did Job live after hisgreat experience? Job
42:16.

NOTE: Thisstory of Job showsusthat we can endure
muchand gill praisetheLord. Hewill giveusmany bless-
ingsand thechancefor eternd lifeif weareawaystrueto
Him.

Refer to thetelephonedial toidentify the people Jesus
heal ed. Convert the number sequencesto the appropri-
ate letters on the dial. For example, 7-1-7 on the dial
spellsM or N,Aor B, M, A, and N aretheletters that
spedll man.

1. 7-1-7 0-5-0-4-3-9-3-2 4-1 7-2

2. 0-8-7-1-7 0-5-0-4 8-6 1-4-9-3

3. 7-1-7 83 7-8-1-6-3-7-1-7

4.9-8-7 8-3 7-8

PAGE TWENTY-ONE




The Children's Page

Story

DO YOU REALLY LOVE MOTHER?
By Mary Railton

School wasover, and Marthaand Mark wereinthe
living room at home. Thewegther outs demadethemvery
happy to haveahomewherethey could play inside and
havefun.

Suddenly, from another room they heard afamiliar
voicecaling. "ltissupper time,” said Mother. "Timeto
pick up your toysand get cleaned up for supper.”

After exchanging glances Marthaand Mark went right
on playing. Father came up from the basement work-
shop. And heand Mother talked for alittlewhile. Then
Mother called again. "Marthaand Mark, get out hereand
get cleaned up. Supper isonthetable.”

They dropped everything on thefloor and ranto the
kitchen to make ready for supper. Asthey sat downto
thetable, Mark turned to Mother, and said, "Oh, | love
you, Mother. You fixed 'sketti€' and meatballs, my favor-
itesupper.”

Mother stoleaglanceintotheliving roomand turning
toMark, said, "Doyouredly loveme, Mark?"

"l loveyou, too, Mother," spokeup Martha. "1 would
doanythingfor you."

Turning to Martha, M other repeated her question. "Do
youredly loveme, Martha, enoughto do anything | ask?'

Marthaand Mark exchanged puzzled glances, won-
dering what M other meant by her odd questions.

After supper, thetwins scampered back to theliving
roomto play whileMother put away thefood and washed
thedishes. Soonit wastimefor thebedtimestory. It was
Mother'sturntonight to tell the story as she had thought,
whiledoing thedishes, of an appropriate story.

Gathered dl onthecouch, thechildren climbed upon
Mother and Dad, and Mother began her story.

"A long time ago there was awealthy man named
Abraham; he had all the comfortsof lifeand heand his
wife, Sarah, werevery happy together.”

Oneday God spoketo Abraham. "I want you to pack
up your goodsand takeyour family to afar away country
that you have never seen. | will protect you all theway
and show you how to reach that country. | want to begin
anew nation, and | want you and your wife, Sarah, to be
thefoundersof that nation.”
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WEell, Abraham knew that when God told himto do
something heshould obey God. Andsohesaid, "All right,
| will beready totravel assoon asl can gather everything
together.”

They traveled for many, many days; and always God
protected them from harm. When they reached their new
country, Abraham looked in all directions. To himself
Abraham said, "My, how happy | amthat | obeyed God.
For thiscountry haswonderful grassfor dl my cattleand
sheep and thereis plenty of room for them to graze. My,
think what | would have missed if | had not donewhat
God asked metodo!"

" Soon they had alittle baby boy in their happy home.
Abraham became morewealthy than hehad beeninthis
homeland. Yes, Abraham wascertainly glad that he had
obeyed God dthough at thetime he could not understand
why God would ask him to leave his country. Why, he
was much happier herethan ever before. Yes, hewould
awaysdo as God commanded, for heknew that it was
much better to obey.

Marthaand Mark listened quietly, often looking at
each other. Mark stole aglance at hisfather who was
watching all thosetoyssit onthefloor. And Marthano-
ticed Mother looking sadly at thetoyswhile shewastell-
ing about Abraham.

Againthey exchanged glancesand quickly did off the
couchtothefloor. Mother and Dad said nothing whilethe
toysquickly disappeared into their box. But when Mother
tucked them tenderly into bed she whispered in each of
their ears, "Thank you for doing as| said,” and kissed
them good night. They had learned alessonin obedience.
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Games and Puzzles

LOVE
you are finished, turn the page sideways to see the answer better.

Using a red crayon, color in the squares marked with an X. You will find a word which islove. When
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MOTHER'S DAY
By DelwinDel.ong

Mother's Day comes once a year
And we honor her this day;
E'en though our Momsare

always here -
Their needful rolesto play.

It seems we need to honor more
Than only once a year;
Their dedicated love for us
It'sthere and always near.

So let us send this wish along
On this your special day;
And let it echo like a song:
Happy Mother's Day each day.






