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THE*MARK” ANDASMELL
By David Royer

Our pastor, Warren (Bud) Randall, edited a terrific Bible
Study in a recent Quarterly entitled “The Mark of the
Beast." During Sabbath services, we discussed thislesson
associated with the future Tribul ation Period of seven years
andthedragonincharge. Thetopic arose about theidentity
of this “mark” given to unbelievers who disobey God's
commandments and reject faith in His son, Jesus.

Who isthis dragon? See Revelations 12:9 “ And the great
dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil,
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was
cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him.”

Revelations 13: 16-17 tellsuswhat Satan will do: “ And he
causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free
and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in
their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell,
save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or
the number of his name.”

This “mark” is not something that could be accidentally
taken or received since Revelations 14:9 saysit isfor those
who worship the beast. “ And the third angel followed
them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand,”

A question was asked:
Will thisbeaphysical, visible mark for all to see? In other
words, would the mark of the beast be an actual mark on
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the forehead or right hand, or was this an analogy for
thoughts and deeds of the unrighteous receivers?

Whatever the answer to thisquestion, | learned of another,
more noticeable, evidence of the mark of the beast. Read
Revelation 16:1-2 “ And | heard a great voice out of the
temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and
pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.

And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the
earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon
the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them
which worshipped his image."

At first glance of this verse, one may assume noisome
means bothersome or noisy. However, noisome does not
come from the base word “noise”, but from the Middle
Englishword noysome. The Merriam-Webster dictionary
definesnoisome as:

1: Noxious, Harmful...a noisome pestilence
2: Offensive to the senses and especially to the sense of
smell...noisome garbage

Source: https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/noisome

This definition says these sores, created after the mark
has been received, will smell foul. So, there may be another
identifier of those people receiving the mark of the beast:
They will stink! How appropriate.

May God blessyou asyou consider these thingsand make

your calling and election sure to avoid receiving the mark
of the beast. “ Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if
ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ” (1l Peter 1:10-11).
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By Sister Nesta John
Grenada West | ndies

"Andall things, whatsoever yeshdl ask inprayer, believ-
ing, yeshall receive’ (Matthew 21:22). Thewonders of
prayer how effectiveitis, but we must believe and have
faith. God wantsustotell Him what ison our mind, that's
why we haveto pray. God knowswhat we need and he
understands, but He needs usto speak and be closer to
Him. Prayers can be defined as having communication
earnestly with God, speaking to the Lord and drawing
closer to Him. When we pray we speak to God of al our
problems; Heisunderstanding and trustworthy. We should
alwayslet our requests be known unto God. "Be careful
for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which passeth al under-
standing shall keep your heartsand mindsthrough Christ
Jesus' (Philippians4:6-7).

Asmuch asweall pray we haveto remember to keep
thecommandmentsof God. Proverbs28:9informsusthat,
"Hethat turneth away hisear from hearing thelaw, even
hisprayer shall beabomination." By prayingto God we
awayshaveto keep our end of thebargain, whichisobey-
ing Hiswords. Then our request will be made known.

"And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be asthe hypo-
critesare: for they loveto pray standing inthe synagogues
andinthecornersof the streets, that they may be seen of
men. Verily | say untoyou, They havetheir reward. But
thou, when thou prayerest, enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which... seeth
insecret shall reward thee openly. But whenye pray, use
not vain repetitions, asthe heathen do; for they think that
they shall be heard for their much speaking. Benot ye
thereforelikeunto them;; for your Father knoweth what
things yehave need of beforeyeask him" (Matthew 6:5-
8).

Prayer of confessionisof vital importance becausesin
separatesusfrom God. "For all have sinned, and come
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short of theglory of God" (Romans 3:23). Sinisknown
asthetransgression of thelaw.

"For if yeforgivementher trespasses, your heavenly Fa-
ther will alsoforgiveyou" (Matthew 6:14). Whenwe
pray for forgiveness, we haveto be surethat we also
forgiveour fellowmen. "But if yeforgive not mentheir
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your tres-
passes.” (Matthew 6:15). It isgood to pray with suppli-
cation, "Praying alwayswith al prayer and supplication
inthe Spirit, and watching thereunto with all persever-
anceand supplicationfor al saints' (Ephesians6:18).

Praisethe greatness of God with the prayers of adora-
tion, expressing the wonders of God. He has done so
much for usand we must always praise Him morning,
noon and night. Earnestly ask favorsof theLordwiththe
prayer of petition. Whatever weask of the Lord we must
havefaith and believethat wearegoingtoreceive. The
prayer of healing calsfor great faith. Therearetimeswhen
we pray and ask for healing and it may not work onthe
first prayer. We haveto keep on praying and believing.
someheding takestime, whilesomeareingtant. Thesec-
ond that the healing is made, we must pray the prayer of
thanksgiving. Expressthanksfor thefaith and the believ-
ing that wasthereto makethe healing process asuccess.

Jesuswas aways communicating with his Father while
Hewasonearth. Mark 1:35: "Andinthemorning, rising
up agreat while before day, he went out, and departed
into asolitary place, and there prayed.” The constant
prayer had him praying even the night before Hiscruci-
fixion. Matthew 26:39: "And hewent alittlefurther, and
fell onthisface, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be
possible, let thiscup passfromme: neverthelessnot asl
will, but asthouwilt." Jesusprayed earnestly at al times
to his Father; He even asked "My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me?* Always pray without ceasing.
Congtantly prayingwill causeustodevelopacloser rda
tionshipwith God. A prayer aday keepsthedevil further
away. Prayer isour weapon against the devil; he hates
whenweare onour knees. It must bean everyday prac-
ticeinour liveswhereby wecanresst thedevil; sohecan
fleefrom us. We can defeat the devil but not with self.
God must be our hel per and we can only communicateto
himthrough prayersand fasting.
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Easter:
Wor shiping the Queen of Heaven

By David Del ong

Inthebook of Judges, chapter 2 verse 13weread: "And
they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and Ashtaroth.”
Thisverse, of course, refersto thechildren of Isragl for-
saking the Lord and worshiping Baal and Ashtaroth. It
doesn't tekemuchinvestigating tolearnthat Baal worship
involved someof the early customsthat became Christ-
mas, and A shtaroth worship involved some of the cus-
tomsof Easter. Thecelebration that |ater became Easter
involved theworship of the Queen of Heaven, known as
|shtar totheAssyrians, Agtartein Syria, I9sin Egypt, and
by other namesin different countries. Jeremiah 44:16-19
reads. "Asfor theword that thou hast spoken unto usin
the name of the LORD, wewill not hearken unto thee.
But wewill certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out
of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of
heaven, and to pour out drink offeringsunto her, aswe
havedone, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our princes,
inthecitiesof Judah, and inthe streetsof Jerusalem: for
then had we plenty of victuas, and werewell, and saw no
evil. But snceweleft off to burnincenseto the queen of
heaven, and to pour out drink offeringsunto her, we have
wanted all things, and have been consumed by thesword
and by thefamine. And when we burned incenseto the
gueen of heaven, and poured out drink offeringsunto her,
did wemake her cakesto worship her, and pour out drink
offeringsunto her, without our men?"

Thelsraglitesin this passage of Scripture had things
just twisted, or reversed. They thought that they were
being blessed by offering these sacrificesto the Queen of
Heaven and were being cursed by stopping these sacri-
fices. God, of course, had different ideasabout this. Sa-
tan alwaystriesto twist thetruth into some sort of false-
hood.

The"cakes" which were used herein theworship of
the Queen of Heaven arethought by someto bethefore-
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runners of today's hot cross buns. Ishtar was afertility
goddessand had riteswhich wereextremely licentious.
Her consort was ayoung god known as Tammuz about
whichtheBiblea so hasthingsto say.

In Ezekid chapter 8 wefind: "Then he (the L ord God)
brought meto the door of thegate of the LORD’ Shouse
whichwastoward the north; and, behold, there sat women
weeping for Tammuz. Then said he unto me, Hast thou
seen this, O son of man?turn thee yet again, and thou
shalt seegreater abominationsthan these. And he brought
meinto theinner court of the LORD’ Shouse, and, be-
hold, at the door of thetempleof the LORD, between the
porch and thedltar, wereabout fiveand twenty men, with
their backstoward the temple of the LORD, and their
facestoward the east; and they worshipped the sun to-
wardtheeast” (verses 14-16).

Tammuz, it wasbelieved, died inthefall of theyear
and wasresurrected every spring. We seein this passage
of Scripturewomenweeping for Tammuz. Thiswasprob-
ably apart of hisworshipinwhichthewomenwerede-
siring Tammuz's resurrection. Thus, we can see that
Tammuz wasactudly afdseMessah. History gpparently
records him as being the son of Nimrod and Semiramis.
L ater, he became deified and wasworshipped asagod.
In thispassage of Scripturewe seethat therewere about
25 men "and their facestoward the east; and they wor-
shipped thesuntoward theeast.” Thissoundsvery smi-
lar to today's Easter sunrise service, though the people
will tell youthat they areactualy worshiping Jesus.

The Catholic Church callsMary, the mother of Jesus,
the Queen of Heaven. In effect, they worship her asthe
pagansworshiped | shtar, the Queen of Heaven. Many of
the pagan customs are al so associated with the cel ebra-
tion of Easter.
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SELF-—-IDOENIAL

THOUGHTSABOUT LENT
by Bond Tennant

Lent, as practiced by many Christian churchesis
supposed to be aperiod of time each year of self-denial
and sdf-examination. Totheextent that theseareactudly
practiced, it can bebeneficial. However, self-denial and
self-examination astaught in the Scripturesfor thetrue
followersof Jesushasno relationshipto aperiod of Lent.
A truechild of God must deny himself or herself al the
timeand keep closewatch over hisor her thoughts, words,
and actions.

Jesussaid, “...If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up hiscross, and follow me”
(Matthew 16:24). Notice that this does not refer to a
refraining from theenjoyment of certainthingspleasingto
self, but adenial of self. Thedenial of self should beso
completethat the child of God will not consult hisor her
own preferencesasto away of life, but look to the L ord,
through HisWord, to beguided intheway inwhich heor
sheshouldgo. Inother words, atrue child of Godisone
who hasgiven over therulership of hisor her lifetothe
Lord, and who endeavorsat al timesto be guided by the
divinewill asthat will isexpressed through the Word of
God.

In addition to denying self, Jesus invited His
followerstotakeup their crossand follow Him. Under
theRomanlawinJesus day thedeeth perdty wasinflicted
by crucifixion, and often thosewho were condemned to
death were compelled to cary their own crossfrom the
judgment hall tothe placeof crucifixion. Thiswastruein
Jesus case. Thismeant that anyonecarrying across, and
accompanied by soldiersor officers, wasknowntobeon
hisway to death.
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Jesusknew of thiscustom, and knew also that He
eventually would be crucified, so He used it as an
illustration of Hisown sacrificeunto death; and Heinvited
His disciples to take up their cross and follow Him.
Actudly thismeansthat Jesuswasinviting Hisdisciplesto
lay downtheir livesin sacrificeasHewasdoing.

Jesusredly beganto sacrifice Hislifeat thetime
of Hisbaptism, and after abrief period of sacrificid ministry
wasactudly puttodesthonaliterd cross, but symbolicaly
He carried that cross during the entire period of His
miniry. Duringtheat time, Hewascondantly giving Himsdlf
indoing HisFather’swill, and in bestowing blessingsupon
othersthrough Histeaching and miracles.

Therefore, if wereally deny self, and take up our
cross, it meansthat our liveswill belived not for self, but
for the glory of God, and in the service of others, our
chief serviceto them being theimparting of aknowledge
of theglorious Gospel of thekingdom. If wehavetruly
takenup our crosstofollow Jesus, it meansthat like Him,
wewill belaying down our livesin sacrifice, and this
servicewill not be complete until we have been faithful
even unto death.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “1 am crucified with
Chrig...” (Gddians2:20). Thiswasasymboaliccrucifixion
whichisexperienced by all dedicated followersof our
Master who arefaithful in denying slf thet their livesmay
begoverned by thewill of God. Thisisthesdf-denia of
the Scriptures, anditistheway of thetruechild of God
every day of theyear.
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"When ye cometogether thereforeinto oneplacethisis
not to eat the L ord's supper. For in eating every onetaketh
before other hisown supper: and oneishungry, and an-
other isdrunken. What? haveye not housesto eat and to
drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame
themthat havenot?What shdll | say toyou?shdl | praise
youinthis?| praiseyou not. For | havereceived of the
Lordthat whicha so | delivered untoyou, That theL ord
Jesusthe samenight in which hewasbetrayed took bread:
And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said,
Take, eat: thisismy body, whichisbroken for you: this
doinremembranceof me. After the samemanner alsohe
took the cup, when he had supped, saying, Thiscupisthe
new testament in my blood: thisdo ye, asoft asyedrink
it, inremembrance of me. For asoften asyeest thisbread,
and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he
come. Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and
drink thiscup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of
the body and blood of the Lord. But let aman examine
himsalf, and solet him eat of that bread, and drink of that
cup. For hethat eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth
and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the
Lord's body. For this cause many are weak and sickly
among you, and many deep. For if wewould judge our-
selves, we should not bejudged. But whenwearejudged,
we are chastened of the L ord, that we should not be con-
demned withtheworld. Wherefore, my brethren,when
ye come together to eat, tarry one for another.
Andif any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come
not together unto condemnation. Andtherest will | setin
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order when | come” (I Corinthians 11:20-34).
The Lord's Supper is called acoming together! Itisa
mutual consent, aoneness, afellowship. Itisasoatime
of dedication, of consecration and sharing Hissuffering.
"Wherefore, my brethren, when ye cometogether to edt,
tarry one for another” (I Corinthians 11:33).
TheLord'sSupper isfromtheLord! "For | havereceived
of theLordthat whichaso | delivered untoyou, That the
L ord Jesusthe same night inwhich hewasbetrayed took
bread: And when he had given thanks, he brakeit, and
said, Take, eat: thisismy body, whichisbroken for you:
thisdo in remembrance of me. After the same manner
also hetook the cup, when he had supped, saying, This
cupisthenew testament in my blood: thisdoye, asoft as
yedrink it, inremembrance of me" (1 Corinthians 11:23-
25). "And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and
blessed it, and brakeit, and gaveit to the disciples, and
said, Take, eat; thisismy body. And hetook the cup, and
gavethanks, and gaveit tothem, saying, Drink yeal of it;
For thisismy blood of the new testament, whichisshed
for many for theremission of sins' (Matthew 26:26-28).
Thisisimportant! Heissaying that thisserviceand admo-
nition camefromtheLord. It wasby divinerevelation.
We are commanded to partake of the Lord's Supper!
"Take, eat..." (Matthew 26:26). "...Drink yeall of it" (vs.
27)."...thisdoye..." (I Corinthians 11:25). We cannot
cal oursavesHisfollowersand not obey Hiscommand.
"Andwhy call yeme, Lord, Lord, and do not thethings
which| say?' (Luke6:46).

The L ord's Supper isaremembrance and acommemo-
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ration of our Lord'sdeath. Itisasharing of Hissuffering
and death. "For asoften asye eat thisbread, and drink
this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come” (I
Corinthians11:26).

TheLord's Supper isto be observed on "the same night
which hewasbetrayed" each year just aswe observe our
birthday only once ayear. Our Lord did not die many
timesduring theyear, but only once. Therefore, "asoften
as' we eat the unleavened bread and drink from the cup
containing thefruit of thevineisonceayear. Pleaseread
again| Corinthians11:23, 26.

L et usnot forget to examine ourselvesbefore partaking
of theunleavened bread and fruit of thevine. Thisisvery
important! "Whereforewhosoever shall eat thisbread,
and drink thiscup of the Lord, unworthily, shal beguilty
of thebody and blood of the L ord. But |et aman examine
himsalf, and solet him eat of that bread, and drink of that
cup. For hethat eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth
and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the
Lord's body. For this cause many are weak and sickly
among you, and many deep” (I Corinthians 11:27-30).
May God'srichest blessingsbewith usthisyear aswe
partake of theMemorial of our Lord'sdeath. May it bea
stimulusand encouragement to usto endure until theend.

WHITED SEPULCHRES

In the time of Jesus, white washed tombs marked the
place of thedead. They dl received anew whitening be-
fore daysor seasons of feasting and worship. Thiscus-
tomisstill practiced today. The people believed that to
touch or comein contact with atomb wasto defile one-
of.

Death wastheresult of sn, and therfore caused contami-
nation. Therefore, sepul chreswereawayswhitewashed
sothey could be easily seen and avoided.

In addressing the scribes and Pharisees, Christ made
mention of this practice. Whitewashing atomb did not
changethe nature of the graveitself. It till contained a
dead man'sbones. Thetomb might beattractivewithout,
but therewasno differencewithin. Christ insisted that
religionwasnot to be an outward decoration just for spe-
cid occasions. It wasto bealifeprinciple, giving readily
toall wedo.

"Woe unto you, scribesand Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but
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within they arefull of extortion and excess. Thou blind
Pharisee, cleansefirst that whichiswithin the cup and
platter, that the outside of them may be clean a so. Woe
unto you, scribesand Pharisees, hypocrites! for yeare
like unto whited sepul chres, whichindeed appear beauti-
ful outward, but arewithinfull of dead men'sbones, and
of al uncleanness. Even soyedso outwardly appear righ-
teousunto men, but withinyearefull of hypocrisy and
iniquity” (Matthew 23:25-28).

"Yehypocrites, well did Esaiasprophesy of you, saying,
This people draweth nigh unto mewith their mouth, and
honoureth mewith their lips; but their heart isfar from
me" (Matthew 15:7-8).

FEET WASHING - Read John 13:4-17.

Thisservicewasinstituted by our Lord. Most churches
say thisdoesnot literally meanwashing feet, but thedoing
of good deeds and acts of brotherly kindness.

However, God'sword declares, "Heriseth from supper,
andlaid asde hisgarments; and took atowel, and girded
himself. After that he poureth water into abasin, and be-
gantowash thedisciples feet, and towipethemwith the
towel wherewith hewasgirded” (John 13:4-5). Thispic-
tureof humility by our Lordisincomprehensible. The Son
of Godistaking the servant'splace.

Yes, Jesusactually washed Hisdisciples feet. Sinceour
Lord did thishumble service, who could object to wash-
ing hisbrother'sfeet?Who could possibly say that heis
better than hisLord and Saviour? He said, "For | have
givenyou an example, that ye should do as| havedoneto
you'" (John 13:15). Peter tellsus, " For even hereunto were
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yecalled: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us
anexample, that yeshouldfollow hissteps’ (I Peter 2:21).
John says, "Hethat saith he abideth in him ought himself
also sotowak, even ashewalked” (1 John 2:6).

Jesus emphatically declared, "1f | then, your Lord and
Master, have washed your feet; yealso OUGHT towash
oneanother'sfeet” (John 13:14). Thisisstraight forward
language! The Biblesayswe OUGHT to pay tithes. "Woe
unto you, scribesand Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye pay
titheof mint and aniseand cummin, and haveomitted the
weightier mattersof thelaw, judgment, mercy, and faith:
these OUGHT yeto havedone, and not to leavethe other
undone’ (Matthew 23:23). Wearetold that we OUGHT
adwaysto pray. "And hespakeaparableunto themtothis
end, that men OUGHT awaysto pray, and not to faint”
(Luke18:1).

TheApostle Paul said, "Wethenthat arestrong OUGHT
to bear theinfirmitiesof theweak, and not to please our-
sves' (Romans15:1). TheApostieJohnsaid, "Beloved,
if God soloved us, we OUGHT asotoloveoneanother”
(I John 4:11). It isstrange that most professed Christians
will accept thejust mentioned oughtsand absol utely refuse
to accept the direct command from our Lord, "Y E ought
to wash one another'sfeet.”

Jesussaid, "Verily, verily, | say untoyou, Theservantis
not greater than hisLord; neither hethat issent greater
than hethat sent him" (John 13:16). In other words, our
Lordissaying, "If | , your Lord and Master, havewashed
the servant'sfeet, shouldn't the servant” (Hisfollowers)
wash one another'sfeet? Why should we consider it be-
low our dignity?We cannot afford to neglect or rgect this
injunction about humility!

One of the qualifications of church widows becoming
benefactorsof thechurchwas,"...if shehavewashed the
saints feet..." (1 Timothy 5:10). Thereareeight qudifica-
tionlistedinversesnineand ten. Thebeforequalification
isnumber six onthelist. Since Jesus commanded and
practiced it, and the early church practicedit, wehaveno
other aternative but to obey and do it!
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THE LORD'S SUPPER
by Del Del.ong

Jesus gave Hislifefor you -
It was on the fourteenth day;
He told us we should follow, too,
His examplein every way.

'Twas on the prior evening,
Hegirt a towel around
And washed all His disciples' feet
As He kneeled there on the ground.

He then arose, and took the bread,
And asked God's blessing there;
He broke unleavened bread and gave
To everyone a share.

Next the cup was prayed upon,
And to each a sip was given;
The grapejuice that He used was pure,
For in it was no leaven.

The bread signified His body,
And the juice signified His blood;
Thisfeast comes only once a year,

Let'sdo it like we should.
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Sunset pictures at camp in
Cedar Hill, Texas pictured
above Brother Alfonso and
Sister Amalia Telesca

Pictured to the right - Brother Tim Cruz (Dallas
TX), Brother Alfonso Telesca (Dallas TX), Brother |
Andrew Cantu (San Antonio TX), Brother Richard |*
Santiesteban (Dallas TX), Brother Tim Buechner
(San Antonio TX), Brother Tommy Herrera (Hous-
ton TX), Brother Jordan Smith (Dallas TX), and
Brother Scott Mills (Brecksville, OH)
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WORD KEYS THAT UNLOCK TRUTH

by Jerry Womble

CONFUSION

When we think of confusion, we may think of
"disorientated about something" more than any other
meaning of theword. However; inthe Scripturesit has
several meanings. Starting with Ezra, then David, Isaiah,
Paul and James, we seeit used asembarrassed, ashamed
with self and nationsand al so as disorientated.

Ezrataksabout thekingsand priestsof |sragl being taken
over by thekingsof theworld and saysthat | srael’ skings
and priests are confused about what to do and what
authority they have and the peopl e are confused about
how to follow their kingsand priestswhich havelost their
power and how to follow the kings of theworld. This
confusonwasadisorientationintheir livesashow tolive
godly and out of punishment to theking of theland at the
sametime.

Davidisstressed and wantshisfollowersto seeconfusion
withthosethat are against him and here he sayshewants
that confusion to bean embarrassment of hisenemies. He
knowsthefacts and the fal se accusations of the enemy
but hisfollowersdo not seeit and hewants God to show
an embarrassment to thoseagainst himsoit will beplain
to hispeoplethat heisthe one standing for thetrue God
of Israel. Theword hereisignominy and meansasevere
public disgraceand dishonor and withit being that evident
thepeoplewill surely seethetruth. David goesonusing
theword confused to mean that heisashamed by thinking
his people are seeing him in adisoriented way and he
wantsto show stability and not confusion. God will then
strengthen him so the people can see that he is not
confused with God or the people.

Isaiah hasaninteresting way to state confusion and usesit
inrelation to false gods. Hetellsthe people not to be
confused of thoseidolsasthey are empty of being, they
are not alive and cannot hurt you, but fear the God of
Israel becausethereisno emptinessor confusion with
Him.

TheApogtie Paul bringsthisforward tothe New Testament
reminding the Corinthiansto follow God 100%, asHeis
not the God of confusion or disorientation, but isthe God
of truth.

James wants us to know that envy and strife are the
confusion of hisday. If thisispredominatedin our life,
then we haveaconfusion and thisisdisorder inour daily
lifeandwill allow evil to creepin.

To avoid spiritual confusion in our lives, keep the
Commandmentsof God and the Faith of Jesus.
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PAYINGTITHES
ELECTRONCIALLY

Our Churchisoffering an dternativeto mailing tithesinto
the* Storehouse” viaZdlle,

What |sZ€lle?

Zelleisamobile payment application that allows peer-
to-peer (P2P) money transfers, smplifying the process of
paying for thingsand making it easier to move money
without handling cash or visiting the bank. Users
transferred $187 billionin 2019 using Zelle, anincrease
of 57% since 2018.

Zellewasdevel oped by morethan 30 mgjor U.S. banks,
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and has a standalone app that users can download to
their smartphone. Theserviceisasointegrated withinthe
mobile banking apps of major participating banks,
including Bank of America, Chase, Citi and WellsFargo.
Consumerswho already havetheir bank’s mobile app
canstart usng Zelleright away.

How DoesZelleWork?

Money transferred using Zelle movesdirectly from one
bank account to another. Most banking transfersbetween
accountsrequire account numberstoinitiatetransactions,
and these transactions can take up to several business
days. However, Zdlediminatesthisneed, allowing users
totransfer fundsfrom one checking account to another in
amatter of minutes.

Toinitiateatransfer, al you needisthe email addressor
phone number of the persor/Churchyou' resending money
to. Zelle sendstherecipient (our Church) atext or emall
indicating there’ sapayment waiting for them, along with
alink toacceptit. Our Churchwill accept your payment
if they recognize your email address. So, youneedtolet
HQ know that you will beusing Zelleand provide your
own Email address. Our Churchisaparticipating partner
through Truist Bank.

Enroll through your bank’son-lineapp. With the
recipient being: Church of God Seventh Day. Using
their email address: cogsevday@aol.com

What BanksUse Z€lle?

Zdleiscompatiblewith nearly all major banks, and most
even havethe serviceintegrated into their mobilebanking
app. To see if your bank offers Zelle, go to
www.Zellepay.comfor alist of banksofferingthisservice.
Most participating banks offer Zellewith nofee, suchas
Regions Bank. Some may charge afee. (I personally
would not usetheservice, if therewasafee.)

| would test the system by sending $5.00 to our Church
viaZélle. If you are comfortablewith that transaction,
you can send future tithes in this manner. If you are
uncomfortable, continuemailinginyour tithes. | findthe
Z€lleprocessto beefficient, fast and convenient.

David Royer, Board of Seven
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THINGS YOU MAY OR

MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT

By Warren H. Randall Jr.

1. Heisthe onewho heals us.

"Andsaid, If thouwilt diligently hearken to thevoice of
the LORD thy God, and wilt do that whichisrightin his
sight, and wilt give ear to hiscommandments, and keep
al hisgtatutes, | will put none of these diseasesupon thee,
which | have brought upon the Egyptians: for | anthe
LORD that healeth thee" (Exodus 15:26).

"Blessthe LORD, O my soul: and all that iswithin me,
bless hisholy name. Blessthe LORD, O my soul, and
forget not all hisbenefits: Whoforgiveth all thineiniqui-
ties, who healeth | thy diseases' (Psalm 103:1-3).

2. Heisomnipotent. (Having unlimited power or au-
thority)

"And| heard asit werethevoice of agreat multitude, and
asthevoiceof many waters, and asthevoice of mighty
thunderings, saying, Al-le-lu-ia for the Lord God om-
nipotent regneth” (Revelation 19:6).

3. Heisomniscient. (Havinginfiniteknowledge)

"OLORD, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou
knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou
understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my
path and my lying down, and art acquainted with al my
ways. For thereis not aword in my tongue, but, 1o, O
LORD, thou knowest it altogether" (Psalm 139:1-4).
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4. Heisomnipresent. (Heiseverywhere)

"Whither shall | gofromthy spirit?or whither shall | flee
fromthy presence?If | ascend up into heaven, thou art
there if I makemy bedin hell, behold, thou art there. If |
takethewingsof themorning, and dwell inthe uttermost
parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and
thy right hand shall hold me. If | say, Surely thedarkness
shall cover me; eventhenight shall belight about me. Yea,
thedarkness hideth not from thee; but thenight shinethas
theday; the darknessand thelight areboth aliketo thee"
(Psalm 139:7-12).

5.Hecannot lie.

"Paul, aservant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ,
according to thefaith of God's elect, and the acknowl-
edging of thetruth whichisafter godliness; In hope of
eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before
theworld began;” (Titus1:1-2).

"Wherein God, willing moreabundantly to shew untothe
heirsof promisetheimmutability of hiscounsd, confirmed
it by an oath: That by two immutablethings, inwhichit
wasimpossiblefor God to lie, we might have astrong
consolation, who havefledfor refugetolay hold uponthe
hope set beforeus.” (Hebrews 6:17-18).

6. Everything will beturned back over toHim.
"Then cometh the end, when he shall havedelivered up
thekingdomto God, even the Father; when he shal have
put down al ruleand al authority and power. For hemust
reign, till he hath put all enemiesunder hisfeet. Thelast
enemy that shall bedestroyed isdeath. For hehath put all
thingsunder hisfeet. But when hesaith al thingsare put
under him, itismanifest that heisexcepted, which did put
al thingsunder him. Andwhendl thingsshal| be subdued
unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto
him that put all thingsunder him, that God may beall in
al" (I Corinthians 15:24-28).

7.Hisglory will light up thenew Jerusalem.

"And| saw notempletherein: for theLord God Almighty
and the Lamb arethetemple of it. And the city had no
need of the sun, neither of themoon, to shineinit: for the
glory of Goddidlightenit, andtheLambisthelight thereof"
(Reveation 21:22-23).
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THE RIGHTEOUS CRY

Your righteousness is like the great mountains,
Your judgments are like the great deep,
Your mercy isin the clouds and the heavens,
Lord, our salvation is Yours to keep.

I've called out, Lord and You've heard me,
For Your Word, Lord, istrue and right,
You deliver mefrom all my fears, Lord,
For within You is the fountain of life.

The meek shall inherit the earth one day,
And on the meek His bright light will shine,
Their inheritance shall be forever,
When He will establish the upright for all time.

Theriches of the wicked are nothing
Compared to the little of a righteous man,
He'll not cast us away nor forsake us,
Those who shall follow His guiding hand.

The wicked shall plot things against me,
But the Lord will just laugh at them,
| fret not because of evildoers,
They will receive their reward in the end.

L et them be ashamed and be brought to confusion,
Let them not say, we have swallowed him up,
In Your day, Your wrath will fall upon them,
@t And God'sfinal judgment will pour into their cup.

Let usall shout for joy and for gladness,

Those who follow the Lord's Holy Plan.

He'll destroy everyone that is against us,
He'll save the righteous from the evils of man.

We feel our prayers sometimes go unanswered,
We stew and fret and ask the Lord why?
We should remember to always have patience,
For His ears are open to the righteous cry.

Pat Evans
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BIBLE

QUESTION: Will you please explain thefirst part of
Ephesians4:26?

ANSWER: Thisquestionisoften asked. Let uswrite
out thisshort clause, “Beyeangry, and sinnot”.

Thissentencecomesinthemiddleof achapter that includes
many teachings on character and conduct. It should be
noted that it recognizes*anger” asanatural expression
but al so recognizesthat the expression of anger needsto
be controlled and directed.

Severa minigersweregiventhistext to sudy and prepare
thoughtsonit. It received avariety of responses. Most
answershadto dowith*anger” rather than“sin”. Typical
answverswere: “Donot let anger destroy your faith.” “Use
only responses that are not angry.” “Use appropriate
anger.” “Practicerestraint.” “ Do not carry grudges.” One
minister said, “This would be good to practice in
marriages.” Somefelt that thisverse meant that weshould
seek forgivenessor that we need forgiveness. All were
good answers. Let usgo alittlefurther with thistext.

Part of our makeup by creation isto have anger. Those
who say that “anger” has not been aproblem for them
might do well to reeval uate themselves. It ispossiblethat
they are blocking out or denying the presence of anger.
When such emotions are denied or repressed, they till
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Questions

ANswers

exist andwill resultinfedingsof guilt, headaches, or other
physical symptoms. To thosewho admit they haveanger
tobeaproblem, itisthefirst step in conquering anger.
Not to beangry inthe presence of evil, crudty, injustice,
andthepracticeof sinsis, initsdlf, very wrongand asin.
Itisasign of weaknessand not of strength.

Recognizethefact that God the Father in heaven hasbeen
angry. Jesus was angry when he threw out the money
changersfrom the temple because they had desecrated
HisFather’ sHouse. Prophetsand saintsin the Biblewere
often angry. L eaders of reform have been angry. There
aretimeswhen anger producesgood results. Thereare
timeswhen anger can bevery harmful, destructiveand
definitely evil. Anger thatisrunning wild andisvindictive
and maliciousisdangerous. Thisismalicioussin. Never
let anger becomea“...anwhichdothsoeasly beset us...”
(Hebrews12:1).

Get anger out of your system before another day
approaches. Let usask the Lord to help usto beangry,
but not to sin. L et usunderstand our anger. L et uscontrol
our anger. Let uswork off our anger. But let us never
harm another person with our anger. Let usfind waysin
which our anger can be used crestively.

QUESTION: Do we need other people?

ANSWER: Young peopleoften say impatiently to parents,
“Don'tworry about me. | cantakecareof myself.” Older
peopleoften say it totheir familiesand friends. They want
tobe* utterly free,” to comeand go asthey please.

But mark it downinyour littleblack book: No oneisever
entirdy abletotakecareof himsalf under al circumstances.
Anditisn’t good for oneto betoo long aoneand not be
responsibleto someone.
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Of coursethere aretimeswhenwewant to bealonefor a
time. AlImost everyone enjoyssome solitudewith timeto
think, relax, and ponder one’ sproblems. Onetimeto seek
solitudeisprayer. Matthew 6:6 says, “ But thou, when
thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast
shut thy door, pray to thy Father whichisin secret; and
thy Father which seethin secret shall reward thee openly.”

No matter how sdlf-sufficient apersonis, heshould fed
responsibleto someonefor hisactionsand attitudes, and
activitiesfor hisowngood, if not for thegood of someone
else. Thereisapractical aspect of the question—theside
that isconcerned with safety.

Personswho say they are ableto take care of themselves
don’t know whether they canor not. If all goeswell, they
may be, but the unexpected often happens. Anyonecan
becomeill, meet misfortune, or foul play, or beinvolved
inanaccident. If no oneisexpecting himor isresponsible
for him, hisadversities, illnessor compl ete di sgppearance
might go unnoticed until heiswell beyond help.

Young peopl e often resent their parentsasking themwhere
they aregoing, whomthey are going with, and whenthey
will beback. Parentsaren’t prying when they ask for this
information. It issimply that unlooked-for things can
happen, and parents have a right and a duty to know
thesethings. Common sensedemandsit if loveand duty
didn't.

Besidesthe matter of safety, aperson smply doesn’t do
hisbest if hedoesn’t havetheinterest of othersto keep
him at hisbest. Young people, old people, al peopleneed
the comparisons, competition, and appreciation to keep
their standards up. They need to know people are
depending uponthem, waiting for them, pulling with them.
They need folks who believe in them, trust them, and
expect much of them. Thiswill keepthem|ooking, thinking,
and doing their best. Anyonewill be better when heknows
that thereare otherswho expect himto do better. A person
needsto be somewhat responsibleto someone elseall
thetimeto keep him at hisbest, andintheinterest of his
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ANSWER: Some peopleanswer thisquestion by saying
that thereasonisfoundinthefact that the Bibleistheonly
book handed down to usthrough theages. That isnot the
best answer! Some ancient writings, likethe Vedas, for
instance, areamost asancient asthe Bible. And many
tabletsand monumentsarein existence containing words
written aslong ago asthewritingsof the Scriptures. There
aremany powerful argumentsfor theBible, but thegreatest
isthat every personwhowill really study it findsthat it
doestell the truth about the human state. When aman
readsin an arithmetic book that two and two makefour,
he doesnot stop to ask himsalf why he should believethe
arithmetic. Heknowsingtinctively and intuitively that the
arithmeticistellinghimthetruth.

Sowhen an honest man studiestheBible, hefindsit full of
truthsabout himself. The Bibletellshimthat heisasinner,
and heknowsthat istrue. The Bibletellshim about God,
and hefindsin hisheart adeep convictionthat just sucha
God exists. The Bible offersforgiveness, and the man
knowsthat he needsit. Step by step, and point by point,
the Bible showsthe man what heisand what he needs
and pointstheway to finding thefulfillment of hisneeds
and desires. PeoplefindintheBiblehelpfor bearing their
trids, power to resist temptation, assurance of eternd life
and friendship with God.

quﬁ/u

[ITim 2:15

PAGE SEVENTEEN




2021 Youth Retreat - Expedition of Faith - hosted by San Antonio, Texas Church.

Upcoming 2022 Camp information for youth and young adults will be presented in our May Edition.
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Happy Campers!
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI
GOD FEEDSELIJAH

ScriptureReading: | Kings17:1-16.
Golden Text: 1 Kings17:6.

"And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the
morning, and bread and fleshin the evening; and hedrank
of thebrook."

NOTE: Wearegoing to learn about Elijahwhowasa
prophet during thetime of kingAhabwhoruled over Is-
rael and brought much wickednessand idol worship to
the people. Elijah was compl etely devoted to the Lord
and wasgiven power to perform mighty deedsand won-
ders. Let usnow learnmoreof Elijah.

1. What messagedid Elijah giveto King Ahab?| Kings
17:1.

2. After Elijah prophesied against Ahab, wheredid the
Lordsend him?1 Kings17:2-3.

3. Did Elijah obey God'sorder?1 Kings 17:5.

4. Who brought him bread and meat to eat? | Kings
17:6.

5. After the brook dried up, where was Elijah sent? |
Kings17:7-9.

6. Elijah goesto Zarephath as God had commanded, and
he meetsthe widow woman. What doesElijah say tothe
woman?| Kings17:10-11.

7. What wasthewoman'sreply to Elijah?1 Kings17:12.
8. Did the Lord still feed and care for Elijah? | Kings
17:13-16.

Answersto Hidden Verse-

Answer to | amtheway, thetruth and thelife-
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LESSON 1|
ELIJAH PERFORMSAMIRACLE

ScriptureReading: | Kings17:17-24.
Golden Text: 1 Kings17:24.

"Andthewoman said to Elijah, Now by this| know
that thou art aman of God, and that theword of theLORD
inthy mouthistruth.”

1. What happened to thewidow'sson?1 Kings17:17.
2. What did thewidow say to Elijahin| Kings17:18?
3. Wheredid Elijahtakethewidow'sson?I Kings17:19.

4. What did Elijah say to God, and what did Elijah doto
theson?1 Kings 17:20-21.

5. DidtheLordlistento Elijah and heal thewidow'sson?
| Kings17:22.

6. What did Elijah do with the boy after God received
him?1 Kings17:23.

7. What did the widow woman say to Elijah after she
saw her sonaiveagain? | Kings17:24.

LESSON |1
ELIJAHAGAINST BAAL'SPROPHETS

ScriptureReading: | Kings18:17-40.
Goldentext: |1 Kings18:37.

"Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may
know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast
turned their heart back again.”

NOTE: Wehavebeen studying about Elijah, and wewill
continueto learn about another miraclethat isperformed
to show the children of Israel that God isthetrue God.
Three years have passed since Elijah told Ahab there
would beadrought. They will now met each other again.
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1. What did Ahab say to Elijah, and what did Elijah re-
spond back toAhab?| Kings 18:17-19.

2. What did Elijah tell the peoplethat hewould doasa
prophet of the L ord against the 450 prophetsof Baal ?1
Kings18:21-24.

3. What did the prophets of Baal do with the bullock
they received?1 Kings 18:25-26.

4. What did Elijah doto the prophets of Baal, and what
didhesay?I Kings18:27.

5. What did the prophets of Baal doto get their god to
hear them?1 Kings 18:28-29.

6. What did Elijah do to prepare hisaltar and the bul-
lock?1 Kings 18:30-35.

7. What did Elijah do at thetime of the offering of the
evening sacrifice?| Kings18:36-37.

8. Did God answer Elijah's prayer, and what did the
people do?1 Kings 18:38-40.

LESSON IV
ELIJAHANOINTSELISHAASPROPHET

Scripture Reading: | Kings19:1-21.
GoldenText: 1 Kings19:19 (first part).

" So he departed thence, and found Elishathe son of
Shaphat, who was plowing with twel ve yoke of oxen be-
forehim, and hewith thetwdfth...”

NOTE; Inour last lesson, welearned how Elijah showed
the peoplethat God wasthetrue God and not Badl.. Elijah's
lifeisnow threatened by thewicked queen, Jezebel, and
he escaped to thewilderness. God will then lead himto
Elisha, Let usnow study more about Elijah.

1. When Elijah goesto the wildernessto escape, what
doeshedo and say?1 Kings19:4.
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2. How wasElijah fed whilein thewilderness?| Kings
19:5-7.

3. How long did Elijah stay on Mount Horeb, and what
didhedo?I Kings19:8-9.

4. How did the Lord appear to Elijah while on Horeb,
and did God speak tohiminany of these?| Kings19:11-
12.

5. Elijahhears God spesak inadtill small voice. What does
God ask, and what did Elijah reply?1 Kings19:13-14.

6. What doesGod ingtruct Elijahtodoin| Kings19:15-
1672

7. Wha wasElishadoing when Elijahfound him, and did
hefollow Elijah?1 Kings19:19-21.

IF BIRDS COULD TALK

Said the robin to the sparrow,

"1 should really like to know
Why these anxious human beings
Rush about and worry so."
Said the sparrow to the robin,

"1 am sure that it must be
That they have no heavenly Father,
Such ascaresfor you and me."
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Sory

by Mabel D. Cowie

Thereareanumber of animasspoken of intheBible
fromwhich we canlearn many valuablelessons. | could
not mentionthem all, but there are afew which are par-
ticularly interesting.

TheBible speaksabout "A cunning fox." Haveyou
ever seenafox?| never did, but they say they liveinholes
under the ground. Foxes make big holesin the ground,
and they often spoil therootsof thevines. Theseanimas
arevery cunning and sly and usually come out at night
when no oneisaround.

A certainfarmer had been missing anumber of chick-
ens. Ofteninto the night, hewould hear loud noisesdown
inthechickenyard. Hedecided to watch for theonewho
was stealing his chickens. He got up just before dawn
onemorning and went out to the chicken house. He saw
abeautiful fox. It wasgoing in after another chicken.

Mr. Farmer wasready for himthistime. Hehad his
gunwith him, and heaimeditintheright direction and
pulled thetrigger. Thefox went rolling ontheground. Soon
he was dead.

Afew dayslater, somefolksthat werevisiting onthe
farm walked through the woods. When they came near
the creek, they found alot of chicken feathers scattered
al over theground. It was herewhere Mr. Fox had his
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last chickendinner.

Weread in Song of Solomon 2:15, "Takeusthefoxes,
thelittlefoxes, that spoil thevines: for our vineshaveten-
der grapes.”

Foxeshavealittlevalueexcept for their fur. They are
very cunning and crafty and often hideunder thevineleaves
spailing thevinesand often eating the grapes.

Our sins, weoften call them littlesins, arelikelittle
foxes. They arecunning. Weare often successful inhiding
them for awhile, but sooner or later they arefound out.
Thefox at thebarn got away with the chickensfor afew
nights, but findly, hegot caught.

Thesin onetriesto hide may not befound out right
away. Then it beginsto grow, and one sin leadsto an-
other. Unlessitisconfessed to Jesus, onewill getintoa
lot of trouble.

Thelittlefoxesmay belies, or stealing, or jeal ousy.
Could suchthings befoundin the hearts of nice people?
Do not try to hideyour sins, but ask Jesusto comeinto
your heartsand takethosethingsaway. Thenyouwill be
happy.

TheBibledsotelsusabout thea mighty lion. InProv-
erbs30:30it says, " A lionwhichisstrongest among beedts,
andturneth not away for any.” Alionisavery great beest.
Infact, the Biblesaysit isthe strongest of beasts. Wedo
not seemany lionsin our country, only inazoo or Circus.
Most of us have seen pictures of them, but | dare say
nonewould choose onefor apet. | Peter 5:8 says, "Be
sober, bebrilliant; becauseyour adversary thedevil, asa
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may de-
vour." Thereisnolionin God'sway. | saiah 35:9 says,
"No lion shall bethere, nor any ravenousbeast shall go
up thereon...”

When we get away from God, we put ourselvesin
thelion'sor devil'sway. When wedo right, God prom-
isesto deliver usout of thelion'smouth. Let uskeep out
of thelion'sway or hemight open hismouth and swallow
us. If wewak in God'sway, Hewill protect us.

We a so read about apatient ox inthe Bible. The ox
isavery stronganimd. Itisnot afast runner likethehorse,
but it can pull very heavy loads. Theox isavery patient
animal and never complainsof thehardwork it hasto do.
It either standsand waits or goes ahead without showing
any signsof not likingit. Itisadumb animal, but it does
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whatever itsmaster tellsit to do. God accepted thisani-
mal for Hisserviceand sacrifice. Thisshowsusthat God
can use those who are not afraid to work. He is glad
whenweenjoy our work and arenot dwayscomplaining
thatitistoo hard. Doyou desireto belikethe patient ox?
How do you perform thosedutieswhich aregiventoyou?
Doyou alwaysthink itistoo hard or it takestoo long, or
you would rather do something else? Theox isnot like
that, itisobedient. It doeswhatever itistold to do and
never talks back.

Last of all, wehaveagentlelamb. A lambisavery
common animal and isoften seenonthehillsdesasyou
travel through the country. A lambisvery meek. It never
hasto bedriven. It alwaysfollowswhereitisled.

When stormsarise, thelittlelambsusually find pro-
tection under trees. They go therefor ahiding placedur-
ing the storm. God's people a so have aplace of protec-
tionahiding placeintimesof storms. Our shelter isthe
Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ - inHimwehide.

1. What two namesdid theangels, give Jesusin speaking
tothe shepherdsonthenight of Hisbirth? Luke2:11.

2. What did God call Jesus at His baptism? Matthew
3:17.

3. What did Jesus often call Himself? M atthew 8:20.

4. What namedid thetwo blind men give Him? Matthew
9:27.

5. What names did the Prophet Isaiah give Him?Isaiah
9:6.

6. What namesdid He, Jesus, give Himself in John 14:6?
7. Towhat did Jesusliken Himsalf in John 6:35?1 John
10:117?

8. Towhat twoflowersisHelikened sometimesin hymns?
Song of Solomon 2:1.

9. Towhat heavenly bodiesisHelikened in Maachi 4:2
and Revelation 22:167?

10. What title of Jesusis made up of thefirst and last
letters of the Greek a phabet? Revelation 22:13.
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| am the way, the truth and the life. John 14:6

Jesus says, " | am the way, the truth and the life.”
Where can we find out more about Jesus?
X out all the squares that have a dot in them. Put
the remaining letters on the lines.
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HIDDEN VERSE

The words in the text below (Matthew 5:14) have
been hidden in the word square. Some words are
backward or diagonal. As soon as you find a word,
fit it into the text.
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SPRING

By Delwin Del.ong

God spreads a warmth upon the land,
The Robin starts to sing;
We know the season is at hand-
The one we all call Spring.

The leaves reach up into the sky,
And ask therain to fall;
And from the cacoon the butterfly
Holds tight against the wall.

The flowers start to open wide,
Their colors all displayed;
The breeze then nudges them aside,
But still they're all arrayed.

The signs tell usit now is Spring,
And Summer'son its way;
There are signs of the soon coming King,
And aresurrection day.

So look for Jesus's soon return,
Just like the sign of Spring -
Make your call and election sure,
Be ready to meet the King.






