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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING

1 THESSALONIANS 5217

Thisexhortation, given by the Apostle Paul to the
Thessdonian Chrigtians, isequally binding upon ustoday.
Prayer isboth ablessed privilege and a supreme duty.
When ought weto pray and for what length of time?

Should we pray onceaweek, onceamonth? Should
we have seasons of prayer at certainintervals? Should
we pray when confronted with theunusua , and when other
helpersfail ? To such questions asthese we find the an-
swer inour littlemessage, " Pray without ceasing.” Prayer
must alwaysgo on; theremust be no stoppage, no cessa
tion.

In order to be quite clear about this, we hasten to
explain that the meaning of theword isnot that weareto
spend our livesin akneeling posture, nor ever to have
wordsof prayer falling fromour lips. Thisisasunneces-
sary asitisimpossble. wemight illustrate by theanal ogy
of breathing. al living creaturesmust keep on breathing,
for to stopisto die. But that doesnot mean that everyone
must awaysbe conscioudy and laborioudy inhaing and
exhaling. Thereisno need to beforever giving thought
and effort to draw in, and then to exclude, air from the
lungs. It isacontinuous condition of existence. Sointhe
matter of the continuity of prayer, it cannot ceasefor, as
the poet hassaid, "Prayer isthe Christian'svital breath,
the Christian'snativeair." Hencethere cannot beinthe
life of abegotten person, fromtheday of hisjustification
totheday of hisglorification, atimeinwhich henolonger
prays. If helives, hemust pray; if he prays, helives. The
whol e attitude, therefore must be one of aconstant and
unchanging dependence upon God, alooking up to God,
and adrawing from God d| the supplieswhich he needs.
Asahuman being must breathewithout ceasing, so must
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achild of God continuein prayer.

Infact, therewill beno day fromthebeginningtothe
endinwhichtherewill not beadefinite need of thegrace
and goodnesswhich comesaonefromonHigh. Indays
of holiday relaxation and legitimaterest there must bethe
upward glance, for "calm seashavetheir dangers.” And,
of course, amid themultiplicity of caresand difficulties
and duties, there must be aseeking of guidance and de-
liverancethrough prayer. Servicefor God, whetherina
small or grest sphere, can beeffectiveonly through prayer.
Homeand family life, when mingling among peopleor
when engaged in quiet study; whentraining for thefuture
or out inthe busy placesof mankind, al conditionscall
for theunfailing and unceasing practice of prayer. Itisan
inestimable privilegethruto beableto carry everythingto
Godinprayer. If your own payer lifeissporadic and un-
certain, then just ponder how very far short of your pos-
shilitiesyou areliving. If you arenot praying about the
diverse concernswhich makeupyour life, you arefailing
inyour duty, withlossto yoursdlf and to the cause of God
which you have espoused. to go on from day to day
prayerlesdy, isasort of spiritua suicide; or evento snatch
at prayer only when catastrophe threatensis very far
fromwhat God requiresfromyou.

Then again, thefact of thisexhortation being con-
veyed to us, certainly implies God's unceas ng, unflag-
ging, untiming interest inus, and Hiswillingnesstoaid us
always. Thisisatremendous and amagnificent truth -
amost beyond our comprehension. Thegreat andtheonly
true God, the M aker and Upholder of theuniverse, places
Himself a our disposal, any time, day or night, tolistento
thetale of our petty grievances, to regard our needsand
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then to abundantly meet all our inadequaciesout of His
own boundlessresources. Thisisamarvel indeed, and it
istrue! Hewho bids usto pray without ceasing on our
part, standsready and waiting to answer uswithout ceas-
ingon Hispart.

To have stated timesfor prayer may bewiseand nec-
essary, but let usremember that every timeand all the
time God hearsus.

Itisquitedifficult tofind anythinginal thewiderange
of human activity to approximateto or paralel this. God
never, never closesHisear tothecry of Hispeople. Morn-
ing, noon or night indark days, inyouth orin old age, He
hears and he responds, and therefore bids us never to
cease coming to Him. Over against this Divine magna-
nimity isthesimpleinjunction, pray without ceasing.

What isthe condition of your prayer life, my dear
friend? It may be that your personal needs are not so
pressing asto constrain you to be constant in prayer. If
suchisthecase, asit may well be, then consider serioudy
theneedsof alost world, and of theneighborhood inwhich
youlive. Your prevailing prayer might, in duetime, bring
about amighty change. Or think of the great company of
noblemissionarieswho aretoilinginthe harvest field and
of thosewho arewaiting anxioudy to be sent forth. Your
fellow church members need prayer, too, aswell asthe
peculiar conditionsassociated withtheend times, inwhich
weareliving. The Jewish peoplecondtituteaprayer cha-
lenge. Surely if only moreand till moreof God'sredeemed
men and women would pray without ceasing, mighty re-
sultswould quickly appear. Will you not heed and doit?

kb

Rejoice alwdys, % o5
Pray without ceasing,
it everything give thanks:
- For thi§ 1§ the will of Godt ¥

in Christ Jesus for™You. s

9 Dhessalonians z16-8
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THE CHRISTIAN FATHER

A SHORT MESSAGE FOR FATHER’S DAY
Bond Tennant

In order to be a good father, the father must be a
dedicated Christian. Let usconsider four reasonswhy
thisistrue.

The Christian father will lead hischildrento salvation
inChrist. Thisisthegreatest need of every person. “He
that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that
believeth not iscondemned a ready, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God”
(John 3:18). Thisisthemost important duty of fathers.
“And, yefathers, provokenot your childrentowrath: but
bring them upinthe nurture and admonition of theLord”
(Ephesians6:4).

The Christian father must impart to hischildren an
understanding of life. Hemust makeit knownto them
that the purpose of lifeisnot to satisfy self. “Thelifeis
morethan meet, and thebody ismorethanraiment” (Luke
12:23). Thepurposeof lifeistoglorify God. “Let your
light so shine before men, that they may seeyour good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven”
(Matthew 5:16).

The Christian father must give his children moral
guidance. Theworld displaysagodlesslifestyle. Fathers
must have groundsfor the demandsthat they make on
their children.

TheChrigtianfather must lovehischildrentothefullest.
Human love will sometimes turn usfrom God's way.
Sometimesfathersspoil thair childrenand donot discipline
them. Divinelovemust direct thegood father’sdedlings.

Divineloveawaysdoeswhat isbest. Divineloveis
fromthe Spirit. “And hope maketh not ashamed; because
theloveof God isshed abroad in our heartsby theHoly
Ghost whichisgivenuntous’ (Romans5:5). Christian
fathershave God'sindwelling Spirit.

Inclosing, aChristian father iscommitted to livefor
Christ every day. Heisa Christian in both word and
deed. Helistensto God' sWord and doeswhat it says.
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REASONSAND PRINCIPLES
Why did Abraham pay tithes?
By MoisesTorresM.

“ And without all contradiction thelessis
blessed of the better” (Hebrews7:7).

In this verse is enclosed the mystery
about paying tithes of everything to our God.

If you haveto solveaproblemrelated to
numbers, and you do not understand math, then
you need to ask someone who does have that
knowledge to help you. In this way you are
blessed by thispersonwho knowsmorethanyou
on thismatter. If you haveto lift up something
heavy, and you do not have enough strength to
doit, then you haveto go to someone stronger;
then you are blessed by the strongest one. If you
do not reach something because of your short
stature, someonetaler will havetodoit for you.
But firgt of dl, theremust bean acknowledgement
on our part about our weaknesses, and let usbe
hel ped by the one who knows more or can do
more than us. In this way, we will always be
blessed.

Whenweandyzethisversein Hebrews
7.7, wecan see God' sWordistelling thetruth. It
will never bethe other way around, wewill never
be blessed of what it isless, but of it thatismore.
Therefore, wemust dwaysrecognizethat weneed
God'shelp.

Hebrews 7:4, speaking of Melchisedec,
says, “Now consider how great this man was,
unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave
the tenth of the spoils.” This “even” is an
indispensable INDICATIVE that Abrahamwas
avery rich and famous man; yet herecognized

Melchisedec asapriest of the highest God and
gavehimtithesof dl.

Mélchisedec, on hispart, dsorecognized
Abramas*“Abram of themost high God” . “And
he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of
themost high God, possessor of heaven and earth:
And blessed be the most high God, which hath
delivered thineenemiesinto thy hand. And hegave
himtithesof all.” (Genesis14:19-20).

M el chisedec mentionsthat Abram was
helped by God, and Abram acknowledged it by
givingtithesof al.

Who wasblessed by whom?Our opening
versesays, “ Thelessisblessed of thebetter”.
Paying our tithes is a recognition of God's
blessngs.

THEHUMAN NEED FOR PRAYER
Thestrength and assurance of God'spresenceintheworld
that cameto Jesusthrough prayer can aso beours. Al-
most any moment of leisure or releasefrom theusual de-
mands of life can offer usthe opportunity for prayerful
contempl ation They need not be used, as many of usof-
ten useleisure, merely asmomentsof escapefor thesake
of escape. Likethose of Jesus, ourscan be occasions
for accepting into our livesasgreat aportion of theplen-
tiful and continuous outpouring of God'sloveand wis-
dom and power aswe can hold.
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?UPER SENSES
>
-

To a sparrow the human voice sounds like the low
rumbling of distant thunder, and thelow notes produced
by abasssinger may well be completely inaudibleto the
bird.

Thisisbecausethe sparrow’ shearing rangeisdifferent
fromahumanbeing's. Likemany of the creaturesinthe
world around us, it possesses the five senses of sight,
hearing, touch, taste, and smell. Theseareheightened or
diminished according tothe creature’ sway of life.

Inbirdsitisthesense of sight that hasdevelopedto an
unusud degree. Thehighsoaring buzzard, which needsto
be ableto pick out ameal assmall asalizard or evena
beetle on the ground bel ow, haseyesight eight timesas
keenasaman's.

Animalsthat hunt by following atrail, on the other
hand, often have poor eyesight but akeen sense of smell.
Dogs, for instance, seeaworld that isblurred and devoid
of color — apart from shades of gray — for they are
shortsighted and haveno color vision.

But a dog's sense of smell isto a man’'s what a
symphony orchestraisto apenny whistle. AnAlsatian
has 220 million olfactory cells, compared withaman’s5
million, and experimentssuggest that thismakesitamillion
timesbetter at detecting odors.

Thisdoesnot mean that the sense of smell in humans
isrudimentary. Mogt of usareequipped withafar more
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sensitive nosethan we need in themodernworld. The
average human being can distinguish between morethan
10,000 different odorsand, if put to thetest, could detect
the presence of a single drop of musk inside a large
concert hdll.

Only onerelevant smell

Itisnot alwaysthe ability to distinguish between a
host of smellsthat isnecessary to survival. Thereisa
typeof bettlelarvathat feedson vinerootsand issengtive
only toasingle smell —that of carbon dioxide, whichis
givenoff by therootsof vines. Any other smdll isirrelevant
tothelarva, but it will pursuethe scent of carbon dioxide
unswervingly through theground until it reachesitsgoal.

The characteristic scent of every living creatureis
carried in moleculesthat |eave the body in theform of
swest, breath, bodily wastes, and so on. With every step
you take, you leave behind millions of sweat-borne
molecules, whichlay ascent trail.

Creaturesthat spend most of their timeintheair cannot
mark the ground with ascent trail; yet butterflies, inthe
mating season, can attract amate from miles away by
scent done. Thefemdebutterfly carriesastoreof perfume
weighing only 1/10,000 of amilligram, and she squirts
minutefractionsof itinto theair. Thesescent molecules
can be detected by amale seven milesaway.

Echo-locating system
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Just asremarkableisthe echo-locating system used
by batsto pinpoint their prey or obstaclesintheir way.
Contrary to popular belief, bats are not entirely blind.
Most can seeintwilight; but in pitch darknessthey rely on
sending out high-frequency squeaks, someaudibletothe
human ear, othersinaudible. Thereturning echoestdll the
batsthe exact position of any obstacles.

Inthisway batscanflit about in great numberswithout
colliding. Evenwhenthey fly out of cavesinthethousands,
they respond only totheir ownindividua echosgndsand
arenot confused by their neighbors’ noises.

How they managetotunein sofindy remainsamysery.
Scientistshave conducter experimentsinwhichthey tried
tojamtheradar signasof batsby drowning themwitha
volume of noise 2,000 timesasintenseand on the same
frequency. It made no difference. Somehow, the bats
managed to pick out their own echoes and ignore the
foreignnoise.

Oneof the oldest hearing systemsin natureisthat of
theNorth Americanichneumonfly. Its"ears’ areinits
feet, and it usesthemto listen for the noise made by the
larvae of the horn-tail thich-wai sted wasp when they are
chewing wood.

Whenthelarvaeof thefly hatch, they feed ontheliving
bodiesof themothlarvae. No other hostissuitable. The
femalefly locatesthe moth larvae with deadly accuracy,
both by her sense of smell and by running up and down
treetrunks, listening with hearing cellsin her feet for the
sound of chewinginside.
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THAT BLESSED HOPE
Mrs. J.P Welles

That same Jesus...shall so come in like manner.
(Acts1:11)

H e that shall come will come, and will not tarry,
(Hebrews10:37)

Andwhen the Chief Shepherd shall appear ye shall
receive a crown of glory. (I Peter 5:4)

Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as
yethink not the Son of man cometh. (Matthew 24:44)

Beye also patient; stablish your hearts, for the com-
ing of the Lord draweth nigh. (Jas. 5:8)
L ittle children, abide in him; that, when he shall

appear we may have confidence and not be ashamed
before him at his coming. (I John 2:28)

Every man that hath this hope in him, purifieth
himself, even asheis pure. (I John 3:3)
So Christ wasonce offered to bear the sins of many;,

and unto them that ook for him shall be appear the
second time without sin unto salvation (Hebrews
9:28)

So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (I Corinthian 1:7)

Everyeyeshall seehim, and they also which pierced
him. (Revelation 1:7)

Death is swallowed up in victory. (I Corinthians
15:54)

Holding forth the word of life; that | may rejoice

in the day of Christ that | have not run in vain nei-
ther labored in vain. (Philippians 2:16)

Our conversation isin heaven; from whence also
welook for the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 3:20)

Patient waiting for Christ. (I1 Thessalonians 3:4)

Even so, come Lord Jesus. (Revelation 22:20)
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THE CHURCH AROUND
Brother Ricky Herrera (Dallas, TX) visiting The TH E WORLD

Church of God 7th Day Salem, West Virginia.

ot

Left to right -Brother David Royer (Florida) and
Sister Caitlynne Howell (Salem, WV)
Left to right - - - |
Brother Tim Buechner (San Antonio, TX), o), il

-
s Lot

Brother Richard Santiesteban (Dallas, TX), David §
Del.ong (Salem, WV), Ricky Herrera (Dallas, TX)

AR
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Camp Application Forms - page 9, ages 19-27; page 10, ages 11-18.

Church of God (7th Day) Young Adults Retreat 2021 Registration Form

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As you all know, our youth have a summer retreat
available to them that mentors ages 11-18. So, what happens after they are over 18? We are thrilled to inform you
of the 2021 Young Adult Retreat! The retreat will be located in the beautiful natural setting of Cedar Hill, TX south
of the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex! The young adult’s retreat will be held on the weekend of September 3rd
through September 5th, 2021 at: Mt. Lebanon Camp 1701 Texas Plume Rd. Cedar Hill, Tx 75104. Check out the
photos and directions at their website www.mtlebanon.com. The registration fee will be $30 and is due with a
signed Registration Form. Checks may be written to: Church of God (7™ Day) or you can use the church’s PayPal
through our email cOg7thday@att.net (“cOg” being a zero). If you would like a camp shirt, please send an additional
$15 and your shirt size. We will be accepting forms until July 4th 2021. The camp will be co-ed and the lodging will
be in separate male /female dormitories supervised by our local and visiting church leaders. For 2021 will continue
to open this camp to men and women ages 19-27, married or not. Unfortunately, this year we will not have
childcare available for married couples with children. The schedule is below:

Arrival Date/Time Departure Date/Time
Young Men/Women - 19-27 yrs. Sept. 3, 12:00PM Sept. 5, 4:00PM
Camper’s Name M or F Birthdate
Address City State
Phone # Email address

What is your shirt size?
Name and Telephone of an emergency contact:

Name Phone #

Circle Any That Apply:

Heart condition, diabetes, asthma, or other condition?:

Drug Allergies? Yes or No Drug Reaction

Any other (food, etc.) allergies and reactions?
Any dietary regimen at this time? Yes or No.

If yes, list medications or dietary restrictions:
Any medication taken to camp must be in its original container and labeled, with directions, for the individual for

whom it is intended.

I agree that the camp or its personnel will not be held responsible for accidents. I understand that attempts will be made to reach an
emergency contact if the camper requires emergency medical/surgical treatment, but, if it is impractical to do so, and/or, until I can
arrive at the scene, I hereby give my permission to the medical personnel selected by camp staff to secure proper treatment, to
hospitalize, to order injections, anesthesia, x-ray or surgery for me. Any financial obligation incurred will be covered by me
personally, or by the insurance policy listed below.

SIGNATURE DATE: INSURANCE CO. & POLICY
#
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Greetingsin the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we are excited to inform you of the 2021 summer youth retreat in our beautiful Texas
Hill Country north of San Antonio!!! Directions to the retreat are on the church website calendar www.churchofGod7thday.org. The Lord’s
retreat will be July 25th thru July 30th. Registration fee is $35. If you would like a camp shirt please send an additional $15 with your
registration. Checksmay bewrittento: Church of God (7" Day) and mailed with thisregistration form to: Cindy Buechner, 9608 Geronimo Oaks,
San Antonio, TX 78254. We also will be accepting money through paypal at Buechner1l@aol.com, choose the option “sending to a friend”.
Registration deadlineis July 12th.

Group Arrival Date/Time Departure Date/Time
Boys—11-18 yrs. Sunday - July 25, 3:00 PM Tuesday - July 27, 6:00 PM
Girls—11-18 yrs. Tuesday - July 27, 10:.00AM Friday - July 30, 4:00 PM

Camper’s Name M or F Birthdate Age: as of July 25st
Parent’s/Guardian’s Name(s)

Address City State

Phone # Email address

What is your shirt size? Is your shirt achild size or an adult size?

Name and Telephone of nearest relative if parent/guardian cannot be reached:

Name Phone#

CircleAny That Apply:
Heart condition, diabetes, asthma (please bring inhaler), or other condition?:

Serious reaction to? poison ivy, oak, sumac, or other

What is the reaction to the above question?

Insect sting reaction? Yesor No what isthe reaction?

DrugAllergies? Yesor No  Drug Reaction

Any other (food, etc.) alergies and reactions?

Is camper under any medication or dietary regimen at thistime? Yes or No.
If yes, list medications or dietary restrictions:

Any medication taken to camp must be inits original container and labeled, with directions, for the individual for whom it isintended.
Any restrictions to Swimming, water sports, or, physically strenuous activities? Yes or No
List restrictions

SENSITIVE TOPICSfor Ages 13 and OLDER. Bible studies and/or discussions related to, but not limited to, the following types of
topicsfor ages 13 and older may be conducted: Sexual relations, abortion, teen pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, homosexuality,
“sexting”, appropriate use of social media, etc. List any of these types of activities your child isto be excluded from:

Unless otherwise indicated on this Registration Form, my child, named above, has permission to take part in all activities, Bible
studies and discussions. | agree that the camp or its personnel will not be held responsible for accidents. | understand that
attemptswill be madeto contact meif my child requires emergency medical/surgical treatment, but, if itisimpractical to do so,
and/or, until | can arrive at the scene, | hereby give my permission to the medical personnel selected by camp staff to secure
proper treatment, to hospitalize, to order injections, anesthesia, x-ray or surgery for my child as named above. Any financial
obligation incurred will be covered by me personally, or by the insurance policy listed below.

SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN DATE:

INSURANCE CO. & POLICY #
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BLESSINGSBY TITHING

Therearemarvel ousspiritua blessingsconnected with
giving atenthtotheLord. Itisawonderful stimulant to
faith; it strengthensobediencein al other lines; it brings
light tothemind on other subjects; itisasafeguard against
greed and stinginess; it makes benevolence a fixed
affection inthe soul and not aspasmodic action; it makes
usappreciateour nine-tenthsmore; it makes God'sspecid
providencemorered to us; it makesthe consciencetender,
and gives sweeter accessto God in prayer. Thefaithful
tithe payer ismaderich spiritualy. God isnot dependent
upon avisibleearthly church or upon any singlemanand
hismoney to carry the gospel. Heisnot conditional by
the covetousness of human heatsor limited in Hisplans
because men refuseto give up their hoarded gold stocks
of wealth. Itisnot for thesereasonsthat God earnestly
entreats usto render Him servicein gifts of heart and
hand, but rather because of Hisgreat lovefor humanity
Hedesiresto giveusthepricelessprivilegeof being His
hel ping hand, and laborerstogether with Him.

Hewho entersthisworking arrangement with God,
andrendersHim afaithful titheisconsciousof aspiritua
reaction that invigoratesthe soul with increased power
for doing good. Faith reaches out in fuller dependence
upon God's promisesof spiritua and material blessings.
Heaven'sretaining wallswill burst asunder, itswindows
openwide, as God makesgood Hispledged work which
says. "Bringyeadl thetithesinto the storehouse, that there
may be meat in mine house, and prove menow herewith,
saiththelLord of hogts, if | will not open you thewindows
of heaven and pour you out ablessing, that thereshal | not
beroom enoughtoreceiveit.” - Mal. 3:10.

God wishestotakeevery Christianin partnershipwith
Himin promoting the program of salvation. Every person
who accepts Christ assumestheresponsibility of aworker
with God. Intruth, if we havefellowship with God we
become His ministers, though we may never preach a
sermon. Our talents, our training, may not fit usfor public
service, but whether one be a professional man or a
mechanic, or aservant, aphysician, or aminister of the
work, atoiler intheforest, or afarmer following the plow,
heisregarded asone of God'sworkers.
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We are admonished to love God "with al the heart,
and with al theunderstanding and with al the strength”
(Mark 12:33). The product of the heart, the mind, the
hand, whether that product bealifedevotedly lived, or a
sermon earnestly preached or money honestly earned, if
all isconsecrated to the one end, the advancement of the
gospel, thegiver iscounted asaworker with God. What
ajoy, what aprivilege! How wonderfully kind Godisto
alow usto shareinthegreat work of saving soulsfor His
eterna kingdom. Shall wenot bemorefaithful inthe part
He has allowed usto play in human redemption? The
L ord takesthese giftsand by power of the Holy Spirit,
these giftsbecome channd sof salvationfor thelost whom
wemay not personally reach. Thus, doesthe giving of
money for the support of thework fulfill that law which
honors God as supreme and calls upon usto love our
neighbor asoursaves?

God does not accept money as a ransom from
tranggressons. All therichesof thewedthy arenot sufficient
to cover asinglesin. We cannot earn God'sfavor through
the payment of money. Not by humanworksor deeds of
righteousnessare men saved. "...yewere not redeemed
with corruptiblethings, assilver and gold...But with the
preciousblood of Christ..." (Peter 1:18-19). Grace, that
unmerited favor of God toward undeserving human beings
isheaven'sonly remedy that savesfrom sin (Ephesians
2:8). May weever hearkentothevoiceof the Spirit asit
urgesusoninthefootstepsof the blessed Master.
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CHURCH COLUMN

Hasit ever occurred to you theimportance of acol-
umn? Generally speaking, acolumnisasolid body of
greater length than thickness, serving asasupport to some-
thing resting on itstop. Columns date back to several
hundred yearsbefore Christ. The Egyptiansused columns
chiefly asinterior supports, the Greeksused them both as
interior and exterior supports. In classicarchitecture, they
arefurther distinguished by thenameof theorder towhich
they belong, such asDoris, lonic, or Corinthian columns.
Areweacolumnin support of the Lord'swork?As Paul
said, "What manner of personsought yeto beinall holy
conversation and godliness?' thereisawayssomeniche
that wecanlift into " so that wewalk worthy of thevoca-
tionwherewithwearecalled,” whether it bean officer of
the church, serving in the choir, assisting the Sabbath
School, cleaning the church, supporting the churchwith
our tithesand offerings.

Regular church attendanceisimportant in that it up-
holdsthe pastor and church officers. The Apostle Paul
reminds us not to forsake the " assembling of ourselves
together, asthe manner of someis; but exhorting one an-
other: and so muchthemore, asyeseetheday approach-
ing."

Dr. John Robertson tells of a Scotch village where,
yearsago, al the hearth fireshad gone out. It wasbefore
the daysof matches. Theonly way to rekindlethefires
wasto find some hearth where the firewasyet aglow.
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Their searchwasfruitlessunto at last they found aflaming
hearth away up onthehill. oneby onethey cametothis
hearthaway up onthehill. Oneby onethey cametothis
hearth and lighted their peat, put it carefully in the pan,
shiddingit formthewind, and thefiresweresoon burning
againthroughout thecommunity.

Arethefiresgettinglow inyour heart? Hasthe chill of
worldliness settled down upon you? God has plenty of
fireonthehill. Climb upinto His presencethrough the
path of surrender, and hewill takethelive coa formthe
dtar andlay it uponyour heart and uponyour lips. Thisis
thefullnessof the Holy Spirit. Thisisbeing acolumn of
the church. A column does not take but give. We must
giveourselvesto the cause of Christ and becomepillars
of righteousness

By sarvingtheLord continually, wekeep divethe Spirit
of Christ, looking forward, waiting patiently for Him: to
return, when "every man shall receive hisown reward
accordingto hisownlabour."

A FATHER by Betty Whetstone

At the head of each home there should be one
To guide and protect us each day;
To set before our eyes an example,
Never telling us, " Just do as| say?"

We knew he could always be trusted
For helive every day by this creed;
Heworked hard to set an example,

And to furnish all of our needs.

" You should stand up for what you believe in"
Many times he was known to say;
" 1f you don't then your word will be worthless,
And no good will you see, come what may."

His example was always before us,
And we always knew what he would say;
"When you are called on for what you believe in
Never falter, and don't turn away.”

So thank God for our earthly father,
And all of histeachings we've had;

For someone who has been brave and honest,
The one that we proudly call DAD!
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THOUGHTSABOUT LOVE
Bond Tennant

The attribute of love cannot be overemphasized.
However, it cannot merely replace other important
consderationsinthelifeof God'schildren. Lovecannot
taketheplaceof thefundamenta doctrinestaughtin God's
Word. However, love can guidetheminthe proper use
of theseteachings. Love cannot takethe place of faith
and activity whichisdoneintheLord sname, but it must
bethe motivation for faith and service acceptableto God.

God'schildren must “ stand fast in one spirit, with one
mind striving together for the faith of the gospel”
(Philippians 1:27). Asthey dothis, they must “loveone
another with apure heart fervently,” and “ consider one
another to provoke untolove and to good works’ (I Peter
1:22; Hebrews 10:24). They arenot to antagonize. As
far aspossible, they must avoid every word and act that
might inciteto misunderstanding, strife, envy, bitterness,
hatred, and evil speaking (Ephesians4:31). All of these
arethelust of theflesh brought on by theAdversary. If
they “standfagt” inafaithwhichisimpeled by love, they
will havealiving faith and surely be*kept by the power of
God ... untosavation” (I Peter 1:5).

Jesus said that therewould be atimewhen “thelove
of many shall wax cold” (Matthew 24:12). Thisshould
not betrue of God'schildren. Their lovetoward others,
asthey stand fast inthefaith, must remain fervent, even
though it may beridiculed and spurned. They may be
criticized and belittled, but they must seetoit that “being
reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it” (I
Corinthians4:12). Thoughthey may be persecuted, they
must never join theranksof the persecutors.
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YOURAMAZING SKIN from DoesGod Exist?

Thelargest organ in the human body isyour skin. |
asked agroup of five-year-oldsonetime, what their skin
did for them? Oneyoung man after thinking about the
questionfor aminutesaid, “ It holdseverything together,
sonothing fallsout.” Another volunteered, “It keepsthe
bugsandwormsout of my sscomach.” A younglady said,
“itletsmesmell goodwhen| takeabath.” Thenher little
brother belched causing her to look at meand say, “Not
likethat smdll!”

Thefact of thematter isthat our skin doesall of those
things. But therearealarge number of other designsbuilt
into the skin that we may not realize. Our skin reduces
water lossfrom our bodies. It helpsregulatetemperature,
insulatesour bodies, and helpsproducevitamin D. Under
our eyesour skinisonly .5mmthick, whileon our back it
iIs14mmthick. Sweet glands, hair follicles and connective
tissuearegrategicaly placedtoalow ustoliveonaplanet
that haslarge swingsin surfacetemperature. Thehighest
concentration of touch recertorsin our skin (asidefrom
genitals) isinour fingertips. That givesustheimportant
sensationswe need and treasure.

Thestructure of our skinisamazingly complex There
aretwo different layers separated from each other by a
memberanewhichisathin sheet of fibersthat transmit
nutrientsand remove wastes. Thissitson alayer called
the hypodermiswhich supportsthe upper layers. The
outer layer called the epidermishas no blood vessal s of
itsown but carrieson itsfunctionswith the outsdeworld
by capillary actionand diffusion.

One area of mystery even today is why our skin
wrinkleswhenitiswet for toolong. Recent studiesshow
that thereisalatticein the epidermismade of afibrous
protein called keratin. Thelattice expandswhenit gets
wet and carrieswater away leaving thewrinkles. Some
researchersbelievethat wrinklesgivethefingersor toes
better traction on wet surfaces, but not all agree on that.
We do not have to go far to see God's wisdom in the
design of our bodies. Just look at your hand. “I praise
you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your
worksarewonderful, ...” (Psalm 139:14).
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The Signs of the Times

If you have any items of

to submit to this segment,
please send them to The
Church of God Publishing
House, PO Box 328, Salem,
WV 26426-0328.

AMERICA’SCRISIS
CONCERNINGMENTAL HEALTH

In past columns of The Signs Of The Times, the
many crisesthat Americais experiencing has been
mentioned in passing. At the time of thiswriting, the
COVID-19 pandemic headsthelist. Thepandemichbrings
to thefore-front the need for more awareness of mental
hedth. Thefollowingisabrief excerpt of aninternet article
entitled Facing new fears during the COVID-19
pandemic: The State of America’'smental health:

The state of America' smental health isclearly at risk
amidst the spread of thenovel coronavirus(COVID-19).
Sincethefirst U.S. confirmed casein January 2020, the
COVID-19 pandemicisand will continueto create both
individua and systemic challengesrequiring significant
mental healthintervention. Cliniciansand practitioners
will need insightsinto how individualsrespond to fear,
anxiety, and stressin away that informswhat they should
be preparing for in weeks, months, and years ahead.
Generd population-based research, primarily out of China
and Europe, firgt established abasdine of point prevalence
for mental health symptoms, aswell asacataog of socid
and psychol ogical factorsassociated withawiderange
of mental health consequences(i.e. depression, anxiety.
posttraumatic stress, panic disorder, etc.)

Comment

Sincerechildren of God havegood menta hedth. They
know that no matter what happensto themtheir faithin
God's promises is sure. They do not sorrow in any
circumstancesbecausetheir eyesarenot set onthethings
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on earth that may affect them. They remember Romans
8:18 which states, “ For | reckonthat the sufferingsof this
present timeare not worthy to be compared with theglory
which shall berevealed in us.” They also believe Il
Corinthians4:17 whichtellsthem* For our light affliction,
which is but for amoment, worketh for usafar more
exceeding and eterna weight of glory.”

TRUTH MAGNIFIED

Let usquotean articlethat appearedin USA TODAY .
Itisentitled COVID-19 magnifiesrace, gender pay gap:

Lomal opez hasworked since shewasasmall child,
when she picked peaches, potatoes and other produce
beside her parents, whoweremigrant workersinthefields
of Cdifornia

But Lopez' swork ended in April when shewaslaid
off by theschool whereshe dworked for 16 yearsbecause
of the coronaviruspandemic. Lopez 76, could nolonger
afford her $1,500 rent. And now sheand her great-great-
grandson arehomeless, livingwithfriends

“Thishappened, and everythingisupsidedown,” says
Lopez, who will now rely on $800 a month in social
security payments—an amount she believeswould have
been greater if she’'d been paid fairly throughout her
working life. “1 know now that I should have gotten
more—But | did not have an education.”

Atatimewhenthenationisredingfromthetwin crises
of an economic downturn and aglobal pandemic, long-
standing gapsin pay areexacerbating thestrugglesof many
Blacksand L atinaswho can barely make ends meet.

Among L atinas, 51% do not currently have enough
money to pay for the basic needslikefood and housing,
while 48% of Blace women cannot cover such
fundamental expenses, according to a survey
commissioned by the Time's Up Foundation and
conducted by thefirm PerryUndem.

Many morelack afinancial cushionto fall back on,
with 60% of L atinas and 55% of Black women saying
they havelessthen $200in savings.

“We' ve known for avery long time that women,
especidly women of color arebreadwinners” saysJennifer
Klein, chief srategy and policeofficer at Time'sUp, who
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added that thesewomen additionally takeon many unpaid
tasksat home. “Wealso know, sadly, that wedon’t have
sufficient public policiesand private sector practicesto
support these two roles that they play, and | think the
pandemic has only magnified and made this situation
worse.”

L atinasbear biggest financial losses

The challengesfaced by L atinaand Black women —
who on average make 54 cents and 62 cents, respect, for
every dollar earned by a white man — are being
compounded by COVID-19, avirusthat had led to the
deathsof nearly 150,000 Americans, erased 14.7 million
jobs, andisdisproportionately impacting thephysica and
financid hedlth of communitiesof color.

Latinas are most likely to say their work has been
impacted by the pandemicwith72% saying they havelost
ajob, hoursor pay. Among thosewho areworking, 61%
say their jobsrequirethemtoleave homein the midst of
thehedlth crisis, thelargest segment of any group. And
nearly 6in 10 Latinassay they’ venot felt safeonthejob
amidthehedlth crisis. Those pressurescomeas29% of
Latinasarecaringfor anill or elderly loved one—more
than any other sesgment of Americans. And Latinasworry
most that juggling thoseresponsibilities will hurt their
chancesto get araiseor promotion. Mental healthissues
arealso most acuteamong L atinas, with 54% saying they
experience panic or anxiety at least onceaweek —though
many other groupsarea so struggling.

Among dl women, 44% areregularly feding emotiona
distress, compared with 31% of men, and 43% of white
women, 37% of Black women and 35% of Asian
Americanwomen havefelt anxiousduring the pandemic.

“When | look at ... the number of women who are
cryingthemsdvestodeep, that'stheredity of what women
aregoing through asthey do the uncompensated care at
home and try to figure out what to do with their jobs,”
saysTineTchen, head of Time'sUp, “Over thelongterm,
that’sgoing totakeareadl toll if wedon’t addressit.”

Raceand gender matters

Meanwhiule, 40% of Black women say someone at
their job hassaid or implied that they don’t work ashard
asothersbecause of their gender, race or responsibilities
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at home, compared with 37% of Latinas and 31 % of
whitewomenwho had smilar experiences.

Black womenwere also least likely to feel that they
had ajob that provided themwith theability to pay their
bills, put money asideand dso maintain their hedth, with
42% saying they had such stability, compared with 51%
of Latinasand 54% of whitewomen.

Many of those surveyed said they were aware of
inequities inexpectationsaswell aspay. Among married
women with younger children, only 42% said they could
take agood paying job that lacked flexible hours and
required themto prioritizework over their respongbilities
at home. That'scompared with 56% of married fathers
who said they’d be able to grab such a professional

opportunity.

And among men who play arolein hiring, 1in 3
believed that male applicantsshould begiven priority for
getting thejob when work isscarce.

“That means we don’t understand the number of
women who are the engines of our economy,” Tchen
says. “And so that’sthe long-term battle that we still
havetofight.”

A tippingpoint?

Therewas some promising news, with 83% of those
surveyed saying that inthemidst of the current economic
criss, equd pay for womenremainsjust asor morecritica
anissue.

And women were clear about what they needed to
addressthe pay gap and other inequities, including child
care, moreflexiblework schedulesand paid sick leave.

“Thisdatamakesvisible what hasfor too long been
invisble” Kleinsays “I never usetheword ' opportunity,
but | think thismoment may be atipping point that both
demandsbig structural changes (and) also makesthem
possible”

Comment

Really, therace, gender pay gap hasnot beeninvisible,
It wasknown long before COV1D-19 cameonthescene.
Just what isthe solution? continued on page 18
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BIBLE

Question: Will you please comment on thefirst three
chaptersof the book of Acts?

Answer: Thefull name of the fifth book in the New
Testament is, “ TheActs of the Apostles, althoughitis
usually referred to smply as “The Book of Acts,” or
“Acts.” Asitsnameimplies, itis, for the most part, a
chronicleof activitiesinwhichthegposiesplayed anactive
part. Acts, likethefour gospels, islargely historical in
character. Inadditiontoitshistorical facts, it asoincludes
some of the most important doctrinal and devotional
lessonsto befound anywhereintheBible.

Thewriter of thisbook isLuke. It openswith these
words, “ Theformer treatise{ The Gospel of Luke} ... of
all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until theday in
which he wastaken up, after that he through the Holy
Spirit had given commandmentsunto the gpostleswhom
hehad chosen” (Acts 1:1-2).Thefirst chapter of Actsisa
trangtionfromthelifeof Christ tothe eraof the apostles,
for it records Jesus' last appearance to them, and His
commission for the servicethey wereto render in His
name after Heleft them (versus4-11).

Verseeight of thefirst chapter recordsapromisegiven
by theresurrected Jesus. He stated that the Holy Spirit
would soon comeupon theapostles, and that inthe power,
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and
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and by the authority of the Spirit they wereto be His
“witnesses ... in Jerusalem, and in al Judaea. and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of theearth.”

The second chapter records the fulfillment of the
promise Jesus madeto send the Holy Spirit. IntheKing
James\erson, theexpresson“Holy Ghost” isoften used.
Thisisamigrandation. It wasdesigned by thetrandators
togivetheimpression that theHoly Spiritisaperson, but
thisiscontrary to theteachingsof the Bible. TheHoly
Spiritissmply theholy power, or influence, of God, sent
forth to accomplish whatever He purposes.

It came upon the within disciplesat Jerusalemin a
miraculousmanner, to establish their faith and confidence
inJesusastheMessah. Hehad left them, and eventhough
they had been convinced of Hisresurrection fromthedeed,
they would have beenin adifficult position to represent
Him without this definite evidence of Hisreturnto the
heavenly courts. Therefore, infulfillment of Hispromise,
He sent theHoly Spirit to rest upon them.

Thiswonderful experience occurred “when the day of
Pentecost was fully come” (Acts2:1). Pentecost was
one of the special feastsand assembly days of the Jews,
and many thousandsof them visited Jerusalem each year
for theoccasion. Thismeant that therewerelsradlitesin
thecity at the time from many countries, speaking the
language of the country inwhichthey lived.

Thisafforded awonderful opportunity for theLordto
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demonstrate that Hisfavor was upon the disciples, by
miraculoudy empowering themto speak totheir kinsmen
fromthevariouscountriesin their own nativelanguage
tongues. Thus, oneof themanifestationsof theHoly Spirit
at that timewastheability to“ speak with tongues’ -that
is, other languages (versus4-8). It wasavery practical
demongtration of divinepower, and accomplished God's
design to give all the scattered ones there a witness
concerning the Messiahship of Jesus.

The enemies of Jesus were now opposed to His
followersand charged that they wereintoxicated. The
ApostiePeter quickly and energeticaly refuted thischarge,
and in one of themost eloquent sermonsever preached,
he explained to hishearersthetrue significance of what
was taking place. He established the fact of Jesus
resurrection from the dead, and showed it to be in
fulfillment of Psalm 16:10, where Jesusisprophetically
represented as saying to HisGod, “ Thou wilt not leave
my soul inhell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy Oneto
seecorruption” (Acts2:27).

The account statesthat the peoplewere* pricked in
their heart” by Peter’ ssermon, especially by theforthright
manner inwhich hecharged thenaionwiththecrucifixion
of Jesus. They asked what they could do under the
circumstances, and he called upon themto “ Repent, and
bebaptized ... inthenameof JesusChrigt for theremisson
of sins, and ye shall receivethegift of the Holy Spirit”
(verses 36-38). Three thousand responded to Peter’s
messagethat day and were baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ (verse4l).

Thethird chapter records another marvel ous sermon
by Peter, preached ashort timeafter Pentecost. Thesetting
was quite different from that in which he delivered his
Pentecostal sermon. Together with John, Peter had gone
to the Temple at the hour of prayer. At the gate of the
Templecalled“beautiful,” he saw amanwhowasunable
towak fromthetimeof hishirth. Inthe name of Jesus,
Peter heal ed the man enabling himtowalk, eventothe
point of “leaping” (Acts3:1-8).

The crowd was curious, and Peter took advantage of
theoccasionto explain to themthat thismiracle had been
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performed in the name of, and by the power of, the
resurrected Chrigt, theonewhomthey had crucified. Then
he added, “ Repent ye therefore and be converted, that
your sinsmay beblotted out, when thetimes of refreshing
shall comefrom the presence of the Lord; and he shall
send Jesus Christ, which beforewas preached unto you:
Whomtheheaven must recaliveuntil thetimesof restitution
of al things, which God hath spoken by themouth of all
hisholy prophetssincetheworld began” (Acts3:19-21).

ThelessonfromreadingActs3:19-21isplain. Based
upon the miracl e of healing theman who had beenunable
towak, Peter issaying, ineffect, that following the Second
Coming of Christ, miracles of this sort will become
universal, that there areto betimesof “restitution,” or
restoration of all things. Then headdsthat thisglorious
Gospel, or good news, had been spoken by the mouth of
al God'sholy prophets.

Now we have one of the key texts which helps to
unlock the meaning of theentireWord of God. Whenwe
examinethevariousbooksof theBible, in particular the
propheciesof the Old Testament, thetheme of redemption
and restoration isrepeated again and again. Now Peter
confirmswhat hasbeen said, for inthisoutstanding sermon
hetellsusthat the*timesof restitution” wasthetheme of
al God's holy prophets. Other writings of the New
Testament a so reaffirm and corroboratethisfundamenta
teaching of God'splan.

Question: DoesGod havethe capacity for suffering and
experiencingpan?

Answer: Thefact that Adam disobeyed God by partaking
of theforbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden undoubtedly
was a source of grief to the Creator. That iswhy He
made provision for mankind seventua recovery fromsin
through the Lamb that was*“ dain from thefoundation of
theworld” (Revelation 13:8). John 3:16 says, “...God so
loved theworld that he gave hisonly begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” This act reflects His unfathomable
compassion. Also, asHelooked down uponthecrossas
Hiscrucified Son cried out “itisfinished,” surely God
suffered grestly.
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continued from Signsof the Timeson page 15

Employersarealwaysgoing to have preferencein hiring
and thewagesthey wishto pay. Thisisintheir mindset.
The race, gender pay gap will never cease. Itisa
perplexing (noway out) problem!

WEALTH

| read a newspaper article which reported on the
financid sateof thegenerd population duringthe COVID-
19 pandemic.

It reported that aquarter of those surveyed say they're
very confidentinreachingtheir financid gods, downfrom
athirdin January.

It also reported that 52.5% say they’re financially
stressed, up from 45.9% beforethecriss.

It also reported that 39% say rel ationships are most
important to their overall happiness, followed by health
(27%) and money (17%). Pre-crigis, relationshipsled at
36%, followed by health (30%) and money (16%).

"Hethat hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches; To him that overcometh will | giveto
eat of thetreeof life, whichisinthemidst of the paradise
of God" (Revelation 2:7). (Note Revelation 22:2).

"Hethat hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches; Hethat overcometh shall not be hurt
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of thesecond death” (Revelation 2:11). (Note Revelation
21:8with 22:15).

"Hethat hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches; To him that overcometh will | giveto
eat of thehhidden manna, and will give him awhite stone,
and in the stone a new name written, which no man
knoweth saving hethat receivethit” (Revelation 2:17).
(NoteRevelation 7:13-17.)

" And hethat overcometh, and kegpeth my worksunto
theend, tohimwill | givepower over thenations. And he
shdl rulethemwitharod of iron; asthevesselsof apotter
shall they bebrokento shivers: evenas| received of my
Father. And | will givehimthemorning star. Hethat hath
anear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches'
(Revelation 2:26-29). (Note Revelation 11:1-14).

"Hethat overcometh, the same shall be clothed in
whiteraiment; and | will not blot out hisname out of the
book of life, but | will confesshisnamebefore my Father,
and before hisangels. Hethat hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches® (Revelation 3:5-
6). (Note Revelation 19:8-9).

"Himthat overcomethwill | mekeapillarinthetemple
of my God, and heshall gonomoreout: and | will write
upon himthenameof my God, and thenameof thecity of
my God, whichisnew Jerusalem, which cometh down
out of heavenfrommy God; and | will writeupon himmy
new name. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saithuntothechurches' (Revelation 3:12-13). (Note
Revelation 21:9-22:7).

"Tohimthat overcomethwill | granttositwithmein
my throne, even as| also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in histhrone. Hethat hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches' (Revelation
3:21-22). (Note Revelation 20:1-21:8).

"Hethat overcometh shall inherit al things; and | will
be his God, and he shall bemy son" (Revelation 21:7.
(Note Revelation 21:5-8).

"And they overcame him...the great red dragon”
(Revelation 12:1-17, verse 11).
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Paganism and Christianity:
(Why The Two Can't Mix)

By David Del_ong

Church of God, 7th day membershave heard for years
that we shouldn't keep holidays such as Christmasand
Eagter. But, maybethey'renot surewhy. Thereason, quite
frankly, isthat God will not allow amixture of paganism
and godlinessto occur.

Job brings out a very good point in Job 14:4. This
versereads. "Who can bring aclean thing out of anun-
clean?not one." Jobissaying that nobody can bring some-
thing clean out of something that began unclean. Thisalso
hasto do with holidays such as Christmas and Easter.
Both of these holidays began aspagan cel ebrations, and
just throwing the name of Christ onto them cannot make
them holy or clean.

L et usturnto Deuteronomy chapter 12 and quotefrom
verses 1-5: "Thesearethe statutes and judgments, which
yeshall observeto dointheland, whichthe LORD God
of thy fathersgiveththeeto possessit, al thedaysthat ye
liveupontheearth. Yeshadll utterly destroy all the places,
wherein the nationswhich ye shall possess served their
gods, upon the high mountains, and upon the hills, and
under every greentree. And ye shall overthrow their a-
tars, and break their pillars, and burn their groveswith
fire; and ye shall hew down the graven images of their
gods, and destroy the names of them out of that place. Ye
shall not do so unto the LORD your God. But unto the
placewhichthe LORD your God shall choose out of all
your tribesto put hisnamethere, even unto hishabitation
shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come”.

TheLord could have madeit easy on the children of
Israel and could havetold themtotaketheexisting dtars
whichthe pagansused toworship their falsegodson and
to usetheminstead toworship theLord upon. But, rather,
Hetold them to destroy those altars and then they were
to build new onesto sacrificetotheLord upon. Themes-
sageisquiteclear: theLord will not accept themixing of
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pagan worshipwith godly worship.

Inthe book of second kingswefind asituation where
some of theinhabitants of Samariacombined the pagan
worship of their godswith theworship of thetrue God.
Verses 27-33 tell us: "Then the king of Assyria com-
manded, saying, Carry thither oneof the priestsswhomye
brought from thence; and let them go and dwell there,
and let him teach them themanner of the God of theland.
Then oneof the priestswhom they had carried away from
Samariacameand dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how
they should fear the LORD. Howbeit every nation made
godsof their own, and put themin the housesof thehigh
placeswhich the Samaritans had made, every nationin
their citieswhereinthey dwelt. And the men of Babylon
made Succothbenoth, and the men of Cuth made Nergdl,
and the men of Hamath made Ashima, And theAvites
made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvitesburnt their
childreninfiretoAdramme echand Anammelech, thegods
of Sepharvaim. Sothey feared the LORD, and madeunto
themsdvesof thelowest of them priestsof the high places,
which sacrificed for theminthehousesof thehigh places.
They feared the LORD, and served their own gods, after
themanner of the nationswhom they carried away from
thence." TheLord did not accept thispractice, of course.

Someone might object and say, "Well, we are not
worshipping false godstoday. We only worship thetrue
God. However, the principleisstill the same. Whether
you actually bow downto afalse god or just accept the
customsthat wereinvolvedintheworship of that god, it
isan acceptance of the paganismthat isbehindit.

And God will not allow amixture of paganism with
Histrueworship. Onemust tear down the paganism and
start worshipping the Lord on new atarsand with new
customs.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI
ABIJAH MAKESWARAGAINST JEROBOAM

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles13:1-20.
GoldenText: 1l Chronicles13:17 (first part).

"And Abijah and his people slew them with agreat
daughter.”

NOTE: Wehavejust finished studying about thereign of
king Rehoboam. King Rehoboam died, and his son,
Abijah, reigned in hisstead. Abijah reigned asking of
Judah from 915-913 B.C. We are going to study now
about how he made war against Jeroboam.

1. Inwhat year didAbijahreign over Judah?I1 Chronicles
13:1.

2. How many yearsdid hereignin Jerusdem?Withwhom
wasAbijahat war? Il Chronicles13:2.

3. How many men of war did Abijah have? How many
did Jeroboam have?1l Chronicles13:3.

4. What did Abijah say to dl I srael when He stood upon
Mt. Zemaram?Il Chronicles13:4-5.

5. What did he say Jeroboam had done, and who had
gathered unto him?11 Chronicles 13:6-9.

6. WasAbijah still serving the Lord?What did he say
about the Levitesand about Isragl ?11 Chronicles13:10-
12.

7. DidAbijah and the men of Judah call upon God at this
time, and did God hear their plea?1l Chronicles 13:14-
16.

8. Abijah and hismen slew the I sragliteswith agreat
slaughter. Whey did the children of Judah prevail? |
Chronicles13:17-18.

9. DidAbijah pursue Jeroboam?What wastheresult?11
Chronicles13:19-20.
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LESSON |
KING ASA'SGOOD REIGN

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles14:1-15.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles14:2.

"And Asadid that which was good and right in the
eyesof theLORD hisGod."

NOTE: Inour lesson, welearned that Abijah reigned
over Judah for three years. He defeated Jeroboam in
battle. Abijah died, and hisson, Asa, waskingin hisplace.
L et us study about the new king and seeif he proved to
beagood ruler over the people.

1. Abijahdied and wasburiedinthecity of David. Who
reignedin hisstead?11 Chronicles 14:1.

2. Did Asado what wasright in the sight of God? ||
Chronicles14:2.

3. What did he take away from theland and command
the people of Judahto keep? |1 Chronicles 14:3-4.

4. What e sedid hetakeaway fromdl thecitiesof Judah?
What did hebuild?11 Chronicles14:5-6.

5.Did the people of Judah build citiesand prosper, and
how many menwereinAsasarmy?

6. Who came against hem?Where did thisbattletake
place? Il Chronicles14:9-10.

7. What did Asaask from the L ord, and did God answer
Asa?ll Chronicles14:11-12.

8. When the Ethiopiansfled, what did Asaand hismen
do?Didthey destroy the Ethiopians?1l Chronicles14:13-
14.

9. What did they carry away with them to Jerusalem?I|
Chronicles14:15.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON 1
KINGASAABOLISHESIDOLATRY

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles15:1-19.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles15:8 (first part).

"And when Asaheard these words, and the proph-
ecy of Oded the prophet, hetook courage, and put away
theabominableidolsout of al theland of Judah and Ben-
jamin...."

NOTE: Asawastheson of Abijah, and hedid that which
isgood and right inthe eyes of the Lord. Hetook away
the altars of the strange gods and broke down the im-
ages. Hecompletely abolished idolatry and made acov-
enant to seek the Lord in the chapter we are studying
today.

1. Who went out to meet Asa, and what did hetell King
Asa?ll Chronicles15:1-2.

2. What further didAzariahtdl al Isradl in11 Chronicles
15:3-67

3. What did Azariah tell them would happen, and what
did Asado when he heard these words? |1 Chronicles
15:7-8.

4. Whom did he gather then with him, and during what
year and month of hisreign did thishappen?I1 Chronicles
15:9-10.

5. What did they offer unto the Lord, and what kind of
covenant did they makewith Him?I1 Chronicles 15:11-
12.

6. What would happen to those of I1srael who would not
seek theLord? 11 Chronicles15:13.

7. Did al Judah rejoice at the oath, and how did they
show they were happy over it? 11 Chronicles15:14-15.

8. Why did Asaremove Maachah, hismother, from be-
ing queen? What did he do to her idols? 11 Chronicles
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15:16.

9. Wasthereany morewar during thereign of Asa?Was
heprefect al hisdays?11 Chronicles15:17-19.

LESSON IV
ASA'SLEAGUEWITH SYRIA

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles16:1-14.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles16:9 (first part).

"For theeyesof the LORD runto and fro throughout
thewhole earth, to show himself stronginthe behalf of
them whose heart is perfect toward him..."

NOTE: We are going to study the last years of Asa's
reign. Inthe chapter whichyou just read, KingAsamade
aleaguewith Syria, solet usseeif hedid that whichwas
pleasingto God.

1. Duringwhat year of Asasreign did Baashacome up
against Judah?What did hedo?I1 Chronicles16:1.

2. Asasent to Ben-hadad, king of Syria, and what did he
desireof him?11 Chronicles16:2-3.

3. Did Ben-hadad hearken unto King Asa?1l Chronicles
16:4.

4. What did Baashado when he heard that the armies
were sent againgt thecitiesof Isragl ?11 Chronicles 16:5.

5. Asathentook all Judah. What happened to Ramah?
Didthey continueto build Ramah?I1 Chronicles 16:6.

6. What did Hanani, the seer, tell Asawould happen
becauseherelied ontheKing of Syriainstead of theLord?
[1 Chronicles16:7-9.

7. WasAsawroth with the seer?What did hedo to him?
Il Chronicles16:10.
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Story

Areweamost there, Daddy?' Billy asked. "Will it be
much longer until we get toAunt Susan's?"

"I don't know," said Daddy. "I thought we were al-
most there, but I'm not sure. | can't find any signthat tells
whereweare."

"Don't you know whereweare, Daddy?' Alice asked.
"Arewelogt?"

Daddy kept ondriving downtheroad. "No," hesaid.
"We're not exactly lost. But | don't know for surewhere
weare, either.”

"I'll get out theflashlight," said Mother," and look at
Aunt Susan'sletter again. Maybeit will hepus.”
Sheturned theflashlight ontheletter. "We'reall right so
far," shesaid. "We passed the old store and the big red
bridge. Then weturned at the next corner.”

"How far past the corner areweto go?' Daddy asked.

"Until wecometo awhitegate," said Mother.

"But we can't seethegate,” said Billy. "It'stoo foggy
to seeanythingmuch.”

"It can't befar from here," said Daddy. "Everybody
watch and maybewell findit soon."

Daddy had to watch the road carefully so that he
wouldn't drive off theroad, so he couldn't watch for the
gate. Mother looked and looked, but thefog swirled closer
andwhiter until the headlightswould hardly shinethrough
it at all. The children helped Mother look. But no one
could seethewhitegate. "I'll drivealittlefarther,” Daddy
said"If wedon't findit well havetolook for ahouseand
ask whereweare."

"If we can't find the gate, we can't find ahouse, either,
Daddy," sadBilly.

"Perhapsyou'reright, son," Daddy said. "We'll see.”
Finally thefog got so thick that Daddy had toroll his
window down and stick hishead out before he could see
thewhitelinedown themiddle of theroad. "If wedon't
get there pretty soon, wearen't going to be ableto travel
atal," hesad.

Suddenly Billy saw something. "Daddy! Daddy! He
sad."Theresalight.”

"Where?' Daddy asked.

"Right there," said Billy. He pointed ahead and to one
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At first Daddy could not seethelight. Then asthey
turned around acorner, hecould seeagiant glow through
thefog.” A house!" heexclamed. " "I'll sop and ask where
weare."

But it was not ahouse. Asthey went closer, they could
seethat thelight wasright by theroad. Closer and closer
they crept though thefog. At last they reached it.

"It'salantern,"” Mother exclaimed. "It'shanging on the
gate. Aunt Susan must have hung it theresowe could find
our way. Now we know wherewe are.”

"That remindsmeof aBibleverse,” said Daddy. "Can
you guesswhat itisBilly? Something about alamp.”

Billy thought for amoment. "Isit my memory verse?'
heasked. "That versethat says, "Thy wordis lamp unto
my feet,and alight unto my path?'

"That'stheone," Daddy answered, "God'sWord, the
Bible, helpsusfind Hisway just asthelanternishelping
ustofind Aunt Susan'shouse.”

"A helping light," said Billy softly. "Itslight shinesfor
us, andwecanlet it shinefor others. I'm glad for helping
lights, aren't you?"

Everyone agreed.

0 leve oy dad)

P>

MY DAD

When | see my father smile,
['m happy as can be,

To know heisa gift from God
Sent down to earth for me.
When | see hisbig, strong hands
So rough from honest toil,
| know my heart too will be
Always true and loyal.
When | hear histender voice
With words so wise and kind,
In my heart | give deep thanks
To God, that Dad is mine!

-GrayceKrough Boller
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Games and Puzzles

1. Who wasthefirst manintheworld? Genesis2:19

2. Whowasthe oldest man inthe Bible? Genesis5:27
3. Whowasthestrongest maninthe Bible? Judges 15:3
4. Whowasthewisest manintheBible?| Kings3:9-14
5. Who wasthebravest maninthe Bible? Danidl 6:22
6. What man built thefirst ship? Genesis6:13-22

7. Who dlept on a stone pillow, and dreamed about a
ladder which reached up to heaven? Genesis 28:10-22
8. Whowastaken upinto heaveninachariot of fireand
horsesof fire, and by awhirlwind?1l Kings2:11

9. What man betrayed Jesus? Matthew 26:47-50

10. What greet giant waskilled by David?| Samuel 17:23,
49

Find these foods you might like to eat
that are found in the Bible.
Look up the verses.

Judges 6:19

Luke4:4

__Luke15:23
__Luke?24:42

& Numbers 11:5

__ |lsaiah 28:4
_ 1 Kings17:13
Isaiah 7:15

OR____ Isaiah55:1
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MY DADDY

Daddy is the dearest man-
Find one like him if you can.
Yours may be a nice one, too;
But for ME he would not do.

| love Daddy best, you see,

'Cause heisso good to me.
He'sMY daddy, don't you know?

That iswhy | love him so.

IF YOUR daddy he should be,
You would love him but, you see.
Now | guess you understand,
Why | think heis so grand.

Use the clues below
to help you find the missing word.

The 1<t letter isin SCARF but not in SCARED 1.
The 2nd letter isin LACE but not in CELL 2.
The 3rd letter isin RATE but not in BARE 3,
The 4th letter isin HOUR but not in FLOUR 4.
The 5th letter isin FOREST but not in FROST
5

The 6th letter isin RAT but not in BAT 6.

ANSWER:

Find these foods you might like to eat
that are found in the Bible.
Look up the verses.
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FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

Faith of our fathers living still,
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword,
O how our hearts beat high with joy

Whene'er we hear that glorious word!
Faith of our father, holy faith,

We will be true to thee till death.

Our fathers chained in prisons, dark,
Were still in heart and conscience free,
How sweet would be their children's fate
If they, like them, could die for Thee.

Faith of our fathers, we will love
Both friend and foe in all our strife,
And preach Theeg, too, as love knows how,

By kindly words and virtuous life:
Faith of our fathers, holy faith
We will be true to Thee till death.
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