TTHE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




Ry

CHRIST THE HEAD
Q\\“‘CH\D&

) L)
beng &, A
built upon ,S
the foundaticn

Himself
being the
chief
corner stone;

The Church of God
7th Da;

' HEADQUARTERS:

SALEM, WEST VIRGINIA,

The Advocate of Truth is the official or-
gan of The Church of God (7th Day) with
headquartersat Salem, West Virginia.

Itispublished once amonth on thefourth
Monday of each month by The Church of
God Publishing House, PO Box 328, Sa-
lem, West Virginia 26426. The magazine
ismailed under the periodicalsrate at the
Post Officein Salem, West Virginia

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Your subscriptionisfree. Itispaidfor
by people who are concerned about the
truth.

Your contributions are sincerely appre-
ciated. You may request thisperiodical by
sending your mailing address to this ad-
dress.

POSTMASTER:
Please send address changes to:

THE CHURCH OF GOD
PUBLISHINGHOUSE
P.O.Box 328
Salem, WV 26426-0328

Telephone: 304-782-1411
Fax: 304-782-2248
E-Mail: cogsevday@aol.com
Web site: www.chur chofgod-7thday.org

David Del.ong
Bond Tennant........cccccou.... Editorial Saff
Gary Mills....coccveneee. Managing Editor
LudinaMills.......Children’sPageEditor
VolumeL XX Number 2
July 26, 2021
TheAdvocateof Truth

USPS 542-940

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Recaiving God'S PromiSses .......cccveeiiiniieniieniiesie e 3
We are admonished in God's Word to make our calling

and election sure.

Press Forward ..........ooooeveiiiee e 4-5
Areweforgetting those thingsthat are behind usand pressing

onward to those thingsthat are before us?

Woodland Recycling SyStem ........ccocvveenenneniinnieneenens 6
God'swasterecycling systemisanother proof of Hisexistence.

Shun Profanity ... 6-8
Using profanity goesway beyond our speech.

Thoughts ADOUL LOVE .......cceeiiiiiiieeeeee e 8
Having love does not erase other God-given attributes.

Some Lessons From A Honey Bee ........ccooeeeeiieeiieeeee. 9

Emulating ahoney bee will make us better children of God.
10 Bible Scriptures That Are Perfect For The Summer.. 10
Bibleversesfor usto contemplate.

= 1 o PSR 11-12

Faith isnot something we can turn on and off like afaucet.

DON't FIet ..o e 13

Don't ever plan your lifewithout God.

The Signs Of The TIMES ....ccoocvveevieeeee s 14-15
A synopsis of theyear 2020.

Questions AN ANSWESS ......cccueeeiieeeieee e 16-17

What was there in the paradise of Eden?

God Our Great DeliVErer .......coceveeveeeveesiecieese, 18-19

God isready to deliver usfrom whatever endavesus.

Let GOd BE TrUE ....eeeeeeeeeee e 19
God speaksthetruth all of thetime.

The Children's Pages .......cccccvvvveneniennieneenieee 20-23

Sabbath School Lessons
A Story - " What a little bird taught Beulah”
Games and Puzzes



THE

PROMISES
NGOD’S WORD

RECEIVING GOD’S PROMISES
Bond Tennant

“...Brethren, givediligenceto makeyour calling
and election sure: for if yedothesethings, ye
shall never fail” (11 Peter 1:10).

Peter’ swordsin the opening text are just one of the
many reminders given to usin the Scriptures that the
promises of God to His people have conditions attached
tothem. If weareto experiencethe r fulfillment wemust,
asindividuals, comply faithfully with those conditions.
Jesus promisein Revelation 2:10isanother good example
of this. “...Bethoufaithful unto death, and | will givethee
acrownof life” Indeed, toreceivethefulfillment of this
great promise, that being a crown of life, requiresthe
meeting of thecondition of faithfulness*unto death.”

In God'sdealingswith Isragl, He promised themrich
blessingsif they obeyed Hiscommandments. Therefore,
these promiseswerenot unconditional. If thepeopledid
not obey, then God would hold back the good thingsHe
promised, and the peoplewoul d not receivethem. While
variousexperienceswere permitted to comeupon Isradl,
which demonstrated the importance of the conditions
attached to their blessing, the same holdstruefor God's
peopletoday. “Exceeding great and precious’ arethe
promiseswhichthe L ord hasmadeto us- promiseswhich,
if wearefaithful to the conditions attached to them, will
lead to the divinenature, andto“....glory and honour and
immortality...” (11 Peter 1:4; Romans2:7).

In Peter’ sreferenceto the precious promises of God,
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he emphasizesthe necessity of adding to our faith virtue,
andto virtueknowledge, and to knowledge self-control,
and to self-control patience, and to patience godliness,
and to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindnesslove. Heexplainsthat “if thesethings’ beinus
and abound, thenwewill not beunfruitful intheknowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. But if welack these things,
Peter sayswewill bespiritudly blind, and eventually forget
that wewerepurged fromour sins. Rather thanthis, Peter
exhorts, we should “ givediligence’ to makeour calling
anddectionsure. Heassuresthat “if wedo thesethings,”
then an abundant entrance shal be ministered unto usinto
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus Chrigt.

"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that by these yemight be partakersof
thedivine nature, having escaped the corruptionthatisin
theworldthrough lust. And besidethis, givingdl diligence,
addtoyour faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to
knowledgetemperance; and to temperance patience; and
to patiencegodliness, Andto godlinessbrotherly kindness;
andto brotherly kindnesscharity. For if thesethingsbein
you, and abound, they makeyou that ye shall neither be
barren nor unfruitful intheknowledge of our Lord Jesus
Chrigt. But hethat lacketh thesethingsisblind, and cannot
seedfar off, and hath forgotten that hewas purged from
hisold sns. Whereforetherather, brethren, givediligence
tomakeyour callingand election sure: for if yedo these
things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (11 Peter
1:4-11).
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“Brethren, | count not myself to have
apprehended: but thisonething | do, for gettingthose
thingswhich arebehind, and reachingforth untothose
thingswhich are before. | presstoward the mark
for theprizeof thehigh callingof God in Christ Jesus’
(Philippians 3:13, 14).

Do you consider yourself apersonwho livesin
the past, present or future? We all may know someone
who seemsto live in the past, someone who is always
talking about thepast. Past memoriesseemto overshadow
their present experiences. The“good old days’ always
seem to be more pleasant and better than the present time.
Conversely the past may be hard to move away from
because of somepast mistakeor tragedy inour lives. That
oneargument, that onewrong decision, that onegrudge,
andyour mindjustwon't let you forget. The unhappiness
just doesn’t want to let you go forward. Whatever you
refusetoforgiveandlet go of, you carry with youinto the
present and into thefuture. InActs8:3weread, “ Asfor
Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every
house, and healing men and women committed themto
prison.” InActs9:13Ananiassaid*| have heard by many
of thisman, how much evil he hath doneto the saints at
Jerusalem.” Saul, soon to be Paul, had gained quite a
reputation. Wasthisareputation he could or would run
away from? Would Paul | et these early actions define
him? InActs9weread of Saul’sencounter with Jesuson
hisjourney to Damascus, hisblinding and Ananiasputting
hishands on Saul and restoring hissight. Acts9:18-20
reads, “ Andimmediately therefell from hiseyesasit had
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been scales: and hereceived sight forthwith, and arose,
and was baptized. And when he had received meat, he
wasstrengthened. Thenwas Saul certain dayswiththe
discipleswhichwereat Damascus. And straightway he
preached Christ inthe synagogues, that heisthe Son of
God.”  Paul could have allowed himsdlf to be defeated
and rob himself of hislifefor (with) Christ. Paul could
havelivedinthepast. Paul refusedtodothis. “Wherefore
seeing wea so are compassed about with so great acloud
of witnesses, let uslay aside every weight, and thesin
which doth so easily beset us, and let usrun with patience
theracethat isset beforeus’ (Hebrews12:1). InMark
11:25, 26 weread, “ And when ye stand praying, forgive,
if yehaveought against any: that your Father d'sowhich
isin heaven may forgiveyou your trespasses. But if ye
do not forgive, neither will your Father whichisin heaven
forgive your trespasses.” To move forward we must
forgiveothersand ourselves.

Livinginthepresent meansletting go of the past and
not waiting for the future. 1t meansliving your life
conscioudy, awarethat each momentisagift. Matthew
6:34 reads, “ Taketherefore no thought for the morrow;
for themorrow shall takethought for thethingsof itself.
Sufficient unto theday istheevil thereof.” Conversely
weseeinLuke9:62, “ And Jesussaid unto him, No man,
having put hishand to the plough, and looking back, isfit
for thekingdomof God.” Haveyou heardtheterm*living
inthemoment”? When weliveinthe moment we are
focusing onthe®now.” Wedo not worry about what has
happenedinthe past. Wedo not consider what thefuture
will bring nor do weworry about eventsin the future.
We aretoo busy enjoying what is happening now and
living for today. At somepoint you just haveto let go of
what you thought should happen and live in what is
happening. Peoplewho liveinthe present want to* stop
and smell theroses.” Some people want to relax and
taketimeout of their busy scheduleto enjoy or gppreciate
thebeauty of life. Each moment lived positively becomes
agood memory for thefuture. Or, like some peoplethey
want to make the most out of today asif therewasno
tomorrow. They want tofill upasmuchintheday asthey
can. Should weliveevery day likethere sno tomorrow?
If wedid that wewould have no hopeof afuturelifewith
Christ. Henry Thoreau said the meeting of two eternities,
thepast andfuture. . .isprecisaly the present moment. But
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at thesametimethe present isconstantly moving. To live
inthe moment, or now, means being conscious, aware
and inthe present with all of your senses. It means not
dwelling on the past, nor being anxiousor worrying about
the future. When we concentrate our attention on the
present we focuson thetask at hand. Whenwelivein
the present we areworking for thefuture but not anxious.

Living in the future may mean an attachment to
something that never wasand might not comeinto being.
We have heard of people who live only for the future.
Some people are so busy working towardsagoal they
cannot enjoy the present and have no timeto think of the
past. They spend every minutethinking of only thefuture
andwhat it can bring, good or bad. Thereisuncertainty
inthisworld. We know our plans can change without
warning or fore knowledge. James 4:14-15 says,
“Whereasyeknow not what shal beonthemorrow. For
what isyour life? Itisevenavapour, that gppearethfor a
littletime, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to
say, If theLordwill, weshall live, and dorthis, or that.”

Does this mean we should not make plans for the
future? We should all bewisein planning for lifelike
getting agood education, preparing for marriageand a
family, etc. Jesus commended the wise man who builds
his house upon the rock instead of the sand (Matthew
7:24-26). He also asked the question, “ For which of you,
intending to build atower (building), doesnot sit down
first and count the cost, whether he hasenough tofinish
it?" (Luke 14:28) God wantsusto do everythingwecan
to assure our successand happinessin thefuture,but let
us not boast. “ Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou
knowest not what aday may bringforth” (Proverbs27:1).
God wantsusto planfor thefuture, but not be anxious.

Whether weconsder ourselvesapersonwholivesin
the past, present or future, itisundeniableweall needto
“presstoward themark for the prize of thehigh calling of
God in Christ Jesus’. To press meansto pursue after.
Like arunner we must focus on the goal ahead of us.
Thispreventsdistractionsand sumbling. A person cannot
move ahead if his thoughts are focused on the past.
“Wherefore seeing wea so are compassed about with so
great acloud of witnesses, let uslay aside every weight,
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let usrun
with patience therace that is set before us’ (Hebrews
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12:1). Wemust focus on what we can do today and in
thedaysahead. We must not set our eyeson thingsinthe
past, present or future, but on the Lord Jesus Christ.
Dedi cation, commitment and consistency are necessary
to reach the finish line and reach our prize. We must
study and discern theword of God so that we can know
whichdirectionto go. “ Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, aworkman that needed not to be ashamed,
rightly dividingtheword of truth” (11 Timothy 2:15). There
will be obstacles, but we have the power of prayer for
strength and to overcome. “Becareful for nothing; butin
every thing by prayer and supplicationwith thanksgiving
let your requests be make known unto God. And the
peace of God, which passeth al understanding, shal keep
your heartsand mindsthrough Christ Jesus’ (Philippians
4:6-7). Thoseonthesamejourney will help encourage
usto continue. “Wherefore comfort yoursel vestogether,
and edify oneanother, evenasdsoyedo” (I Thessalonians
5:11). “Letusholdfast theprofession of our faithwithout
wavering; (for heisfaithful that promised;) Andlet us
consider one another to provoke unto love and to good
works: Not forsaking theassembling of oursel vestogether,
asthemanner of someis; but exhorting oneanother: and
so much the more as ye see the day approaching”
(Hebrews10:23-25). Wemust build strength and stamina
inthefaceof adversity. Philippians4:13reads, “I cando
al thingsthrough Christ which strengthenethme.” “Now
theGod of hopefill youwithdl joy and peaceinbdieving,
that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the
Holy Ghost” (Romans 15:13). “Looking unto Jesusthe
author and finisher of our faith; who for thejoy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
andisset down at theright hand of the throne of God.”
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom alsowe
have accessby faithinto thisgracewhereinwestand, and
regjoicein hopeof theglory of God. And not only so, but
weglory intribulations a so: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience; And patience, experience; and
experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed;
becausethelove of God isshe abroad in our hearts by
theHoly Ghost whichisgivenuntous’ (Romans5:1-5).

What will you dotoreach theprize
of thehigh callingof God in Christ Jesus?
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WOODLAND
RECYCLING SYSTEM
By John N. Clayton

| havelived my entirelifein thewoodlandsof North
America. | lovewalkingthroughthevast areasof pines,
birches, maples, oaks, blueberries, ferns, mosses, aspens,
and raspberries. Tome, itispurejoy to sitinthewoods
orinaboat onalake or river and listen to the sounds of
nature. | especidly enjoy thefall when the colorsbecome
vivid, and animal lifeisinarushto preparefor winter.
Thefdling of leavesto theground, followed by frost and
snow, addsitsown magictothejoy of beinginthewoods.

What we are seldom aware of isthe massive amount
of waste produced in the woods. We all know about
leaves and probably have had some cruel words about
themwhenthey cover our lavns. Thefactisthat acongtant
rain of organic material fallsto thefloor of thewoods.
Limbs, bark, twigs, dead grass, moss, sawdust, animal
excrement, and carcasses pile up year after year. Yet
when you walk in thewoods, the floor ismade up of a
thin, spongy layer of black soil. What happensto the
mass veamount of debristhat fallstotheforest floor every
year?

Theanswer to this question isunder-appreciated by
most of us. God hasbuilt into theforest anincredibly
efficient recycling system. When somethingorganicfalls
totheforest floor, it isswarmed on by bacteria, termites,
ants, fungi, and worms, which form the basis of thefood
chain for higher formsof life. Nutrientsin thewoods
seldomlast longer than afew weeksat themost. Rainis
moderate and percol atesthrough these nutrients, rapidly
helping them find their way back into theforest’sliving
tissues.

Those placeswherethere are not denseforestshave
acompletely different sysemof recycling. Inthefar north,
whereforestsarenot dominant, migrating salmon provide
the ecological balance needed. Indesert aress, thelack
of ecologica baancemeansthat lifefor humansisdifficult
at best. Human survival depends on God'srecycling
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system. Insomeareasof therich farmlandsof America,
we can measurethe soil infeet. That allowsusto grow
our grain cropsthat sustain our existence, but those areas
werebuiltinanancient forest. God told usto take care
of what hegaveus. See Genesis2:15. Onepart of caring
for the Earthisto copy God'srecycling techniquesand
replenish the nutrientswetake from the soil rather than
polluting theair by burning them or polluting the ground
by baggingin plastic and burying them.

From DoesGod Exist?

—

Inl1 Timothy 2:16-18 Paul pointsout the danger of
profanity: "But shun profaneand vain babblings. for they
will increase unto more ungodliness. And their word will
et asdothacanker: of whomisHymenaeusand Philetus,
Who concerning thetruth haveerred, saying that theres-
urrectionispast dready; and overthrow thefaith of some."”
"Shun profane....babblings.” Ordinarily whenwethink of
profanity wethink of "cuss' words, which | trust never
crossyour lips. We sometimes say, "My, that manisa
profane person. Almost every sentenceissued from his
mouth contains a profane expression. He curses and
swearsinthenameof God and thenameof JesusChrist."

What isprofanity?Profanity isaviolation of that which
issacred. Profanity meansto treat with irreverence or
contempt. It meansto debase by awrong or unworthy or
vulgar use. Itisaviolation of that whichissacred. Itisto
treat withirreverenceor contempt anything that issacred.
Many men, many ministersof the Gospel, evangdistsand
missionarieswho would be horrified at an accusation of
profanity, will without any respect whatever, say "amen”
to everything. Profanity! Just the sameasif they would
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curseand swear. it istaking anything, any expression, any
word, any object, whichissacred and dedicated to God
andusingitinirreverenceasadang expression, asaby-
word. | will confessthat thereissomethinginmethat is
resentful against these modern jazz songsthat use the
words"amen" or "hdldujah.” Christianscandothesame
thing. Everythingis"amen" or "praisetheLord" or "hdle-
lujah", when thereis no reverence behind and no sound
or sensibleapplication of thecircumstance. Tome"God's
Wordisasacredthing. The Bibleisaholy Book. I liketo
seeitwhen| comeintoahome. | liketo seetheBiblein
itsplace of honor, not lying on thefloor, not tornto shreds
by the dirty handsof little children - although that may
happen sometimes - not thrown under apile of trashy,
filthy magazinesand comics. | an afraid wehavelost, to
alargeextent, asense of reverencetoday. Paul writingto
Timothy, asasoldier of the cross, no doubt warned him
towatch out for thedanger of profanity, not cursing and
swearing of necessity, but getting to that placewherethings
that should be reverenced are degenerated or rel egated
to aninferior position, and are debased by awrong or
vulgar use, "But shun profaneand vain babblings.”

May wetouch onjust one morething intheline of
profanity. We areto avoid profanity in our conversation.
We should avoid profanity in our use of sacred
objects...the Bible, God'sHouse. | sometimeswonder as
| Stinchurchesand hear thelaughing and talking, uproar
and commotion, what Jesus Christ thinksof it. It isinex-
cusable. It would bejust aseasy for everyoneto quietly
take his place and bow hishead and pray until the mo-
ment of the service opening. God's House should be
treated with reverence.

There should beno profanity inthe useof our bodies,
for theWord of God remindsusthat our bodiesarethe
temples of the Holy Spirit. My dear friends, You may
comearound all you please and defend your habits. You
say, "Thereisnothingwrong with thishabit of mine. You
cannot show meawordintheBibleagaingt it." That may
be. | do not find theword "beer" mentioned any placein
theBible, I will admit that . | cannot find"card games' in
theBible. The Bible doesnot say aword against it. The
Bible does not say aword against the modern dance. It
doesnot say aword against thefilthy productsso preva:
lent which guaranteethat thereisnot acoughinacarl oad.
Thereisnot awordintheBibleagainstit. But | tell you
what the Bibledoes say. It tellsusthat our bodiesarethe
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templesof theHoly Spirit, and that we are not to be pro-
faneintheuseof our bodies. My dear child of God, when
Jesus Christ acceptsyou, makesyou achild of God, and
you were begotten of the Holy Spirit, God put apart of
Himself inyou and your body becamethetempleof God.
| would say moreliterally that the church buildingisthe
House of God. Inyour fingersand inyour brainandin
every part of your body, the Holy Spirit is pleased to
dwell. Any defilement of your body, any contamination
by evil habitsor sins, isan act of profanity against asa-
cred object. "Ye are not your own...for ye are bought
withaprice: thereforeglorify Godinyour body, andin
your spirit, whichare God's." The child of God hasno
right whatever to engagein any practiceor habitsthat do
not glorify Godin hisbody and in hismembers.

Thereisadeadly danger in godless chatter, in too
much conversation. TheWord of God says, L et your com-
munication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is
more than these cometh of evil. "When God's people get
together, themoment that their conversation driftsoff Jesus
Christ and legitimate subjects, it soon becomesgodless,
dangerouschatter and gossip. "L ook out for that godless
chatter, vain babblings." Hesaid they will increaseor lead
tomoreungodiness, to vain philosophies, tosilly and dan-
geroussurmisingsand deductions. Jesussaid, "L et your
communicationbe, Yea, Yea: Nay, Nay." Paul adds."Their
word will eat asdoth acanker (or anulcer).”

Thelast danger that God pointsout to our attentionin
thisstudy isthe danger of not depending, not building
upon theright foundation; not being founded in and fas-
tened to the Rock. Would you look at |1 Timothy 2:19
please: "Neverthelessthe foundation of God standeth
sure, having thisseal, The Lord knoweth them that are
his. And, Let every onethat nameth the name of Christ
depart frominiquity.” That istied right inwith verse 18,
the last phrase, "and overthrow the faith of some.
Neverthdess..." Although thefaith of someisoverthrown;
athough some depart fromthefaith, athough somehave
drifted into cults, isms, and false doctrines; although all
about ustheworldistrembling and thingsare decaying,
"neverthelessthefoundation of God standeth sure.” This
istheassurancethat God's sol dierspossess. Thronesmay
totter, rocks may crumble, God'sfoundation shall never
move. The Word of God reminds us that the world
passeth them, that al the things shall be dissolved what
manner of personsought yeto beinall holy conversation

PAGE SEVEN




and godliness.."but Paul adds, "Neverthelessthefounda:
tion of God standeth sure.” My friend, those thingsfor
which you arefighting so hard to attain, thosethingsfor
which you are neglecting God's Word and God's wor-
ship, someday you are going to hold in your handsand
findthemall crumbledto dust. They will dl dissolve. The
word of God tellsusthat the banks, stocks, security, red
estate, i nstitutions, denominations, clubs, amusements,
pleasures, everythingthat isinthisworld shall oneday be
dropped into God'sacid of divinewrath and judgment.
Peter said, "All thesethingsshdl bedissolved.” Therewill
benothing left! "But neverthelessthefoundation of God
standeth sure.™

On that foundation Paul tellsusherethat thereare
twothingsinscribed inthisfoundation. First of al, aswe
cometo thisfoundation that shall never passaway, we
seedeeply inscribedinthat living, eternal granite of Gods
foundation, thesewords: "The Lord knoweth them that
areHis. Yes, HeknowsHis sheep. Heknows me by my
name. If youareachild of God, Hecan never forget you,
for engraved right into the eternal foundation of God is
theinscription, "The Lord knoweth them that are His."
God said, "l have graven thee upon the paims of My
hands." You arethe pupil, the apple, of God'seye. How
could God forget? The skiesmay become dark at times,
the burdensof life extremely heavy, the support of life
may be swept away from underneath us, and apparently
all hope may be gone, but the L ord knoweth them that
areHis. Hewill never forget Hisown.

Then underneath that God hasinscribed asecondin-
scription, "L et everyone that nameth the name of Christ
depart frominiquity,” L et everyonewho hastaken upon
himself thename of God depart forminiquity. " TheLord
knoweththemthat arehis." My friends, areyou surethat
you aretheLord's?If you are sure of that fact, no matter
how you feel about it, no matter what the circumstances
of lifemay be, thereisnothing that shall ever beableto
destroy that fact. Paul said: "For | am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principaities, nor
powers, nor thingspresent, nor thingsto come, Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature shall be ableto sepa-
rateusfromtheloveof God, whichisin Christ Jesusour
Lord.” - Romans 8:38-39.

"TheLord knoweth themthat areHis." Now that He
knowsus, "let everyonethat nameth the name of Christ

depart frominiquity.”
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Jesussaid, "Either makethetree good, and hisfruit
good; or else makethetree corrupt, and hisfruit corrupt:
for thetreeisknown by hisfruit. O generation of vipers,
how canye, being evil, speak good things?for out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man
out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good
things: and an evil man out of theevil treasure bringeth
forth evil things. But | say untoyou, That every idleword
that men shal speak, they shdl giveaccount thereof inthe
day of judgment. For by thy wordsthou shat bejustified,
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned" Matthew
12:33-37.

THOUGHTSABOUT LOVE
Bond Tennant

The attribute of love cannot be overemphasized.
However, it cannot merely replace other important
congderationsinthelifeof God'schildren. Lovecannot
taketheplaceof thefundamenta doctrinestaughtin God's
Word. However, love can guidetheminthe proper use
of theseteachings. Love cannot takethe place of faith
and activity whichisdoneintheLord sname, but it must
bethemotivationfor faith and service acceptableto God.

God'schildrenmugt “...stand fast in onespirit, with
one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel”
(Philippians 1:27). Asthey dothis, they must“...loveone
another with apure heart fervently,” and*...consider one
another to provoke untolove and to good works’ (I Peter
1:22; Hebrews 10:24). They arenot to antagonize. As
far aspossible, they must avoid every word and act that
might inciteto misunderstanding, strife, envy, bitterness,
hatred, and evil speaking (Ephesians4:31). All of these
arethelust of theflesh brought on by theAdversary. If
they “ standfagt” inafaithwhichisimpeled by love, they
will havealiving faithand surely be“...kept by the power
of God ... untosavation...” (I Peter 1.5).

Jesussaid that therewould beatimewhen®...thelove
of many shall wax cold” (Matthew 24:12). Thisshould
not betrue of God'schildren. Their lovetoward others,
asthey stand fast inthefaith, must remain fervent, even
though it may beridiculed and spurned. They may be
criticized and belittled, but they must seetoitthat“...oeing
reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it” (I
Corinthians4:12). Thoughthey may be persecuted, they
must never join theranksof the persecutors.
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SOME LESSONSFROM AHONEY BEE

Reprinted

TheHoney Beeisone of themost helpful, interesting
and suggestive creaturesthat wehave. Hisworthy traits,
if emulated, will makeusbetter childrenof God. Thefirst
lesson | draw fromhimisthat heisanindustriouscresture.
You hear the expression, “busy asabee.” Thebeeis
busy. Heworksfromlight to dark during hisbusy season.
Youwill recal itwassaid of Jesus, “Hewasawaysgoing
about doing good.” Hesaid, “My Father workshitherto
and | work.” Our Heavenly Father wants usto be busy
inHisvineyard.

TheHoney Beegoesstraight. You hear theexpresson,
“draightasabeeline” Thelittlebusy fellow fliesaway to
theflower gardensor to the blooming treesand loads up
with honey andrisesuptotheleve of hishome. Thenhe
goes like a bullet straight to his home. Speaking
geometricaly wewould say, “ A sraight lineisthe shortest
distance between two points.” He loses no time just
floundering around.

TheHoney Beesknow how to divideresponsibilities
among themselves. They havetheir separate dutiesto
perform. Somearewatchmen. You disturbthemandthe
sameoneswill come out and investigate thedisturbance.
If youaremeddling around hishome, you had better watch
for soon hewill haveall the guardsonyour neck, if you
don’t get out of their way. Othershavetheresponsibility
of chiseling out thehoney and stickingittotheir legsand
bringing it home. When hearrivesall out of breath, he
fdlsonthefloor of thebeegumand another hel per collects
it and packs it away in the top, so each one has his
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respectivetask tofulfill.

They areloyal totheir leaders. They will follow the
gueen and they dare not practiceinsubordination. Woe
unto the solider who straysaway fromthearmy. They do
not toleratedrones. If onegetslazy and refusesto work,
heistaken to the door and kicked out.

TheHoney Bee spendshistime making lifesweet. If
all children of God were as concerned about making life
sweet and attractive asisthe Honey Bee, wewould have
adifferent world. Thebeeiswise. Hepreparesfor the
future. Helays up in the summer for the cold winter
months. If thiscreature canlook ahead and get ready for
tomorrow, should we not seetheimportanceof thefuture?
TheBiblesays, “Prepareto meet thy God.” Weget ready
by receiving Christ asour Saviour and Lord and enlisting
our livesinHischurchfor worship, serviceand growth.

G‘Y—’ [ ]Li\mn
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10Bible Scriptures

That ArePerfect for the Summer
By John Callahan

When the seasons change and the summer rollsaround, it
seemslikealot of things change around us. People's
attitudes change, people get into shape, and smilesare
floating intheair. The hot weather and happinessjust
seemto gotogether. TheBible provides heartwarming
versesthat are perfect for the start of summer.

If we had to draw summer with crayons on a piece of
paper, it would be very bright and makeyou smilewhen
youlook at it. Thatiswhat the Bibledoesaswell. No
matter what season, day, time, or hour, the Bible always
providesapositive message. Jesusand thistimeof the
year seem to have alot of thingsin common, and we
should read HisWord to createapoditive attitudefor the
start of the summer season.

Takealook and consider these Bibleverses:

“Thou hast set all thebor der sof theearth: thou hast
madesummer and winter” (Psalm 74:17).

“So let all thine enemies perish, O LORD: but let
them that lovehim beasthe sun when hegoeth forth
in hismight. And the land had rest forty years’
(Judges5:31).

“His seed shall endurefor ever, and histhrone as
thesun beforeme” (Psalm 89:36).
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“For yeshall beasan oak whoseleaf fadeth, and as
agarden that hath nowater” (Isaiah 1:30).

“For theland, whither thou goest in to possessit, is
not astheland of Egypt, from whenceyecameout,
wher ethou sowedst thy seed, and water edst it with
thy foot, asagarden of herbs’ (Deuteronomy 11:10).

“For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me:
my moistureisturned intothedrought of summer.
Selah” (Psalm 32:4).

“When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of
your own selvesthat summer isnow nigh at hand”
(Luke21:30).

“Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye
know that summer isnigh” (Matthew 24:32).

“Hethat gathereth in summer isawiseson: but he
that deepeth in harvest isa son that causeth shame”
(Proverbs10:5).

“Gototheant, thou sluggard; consider her ways,
and be wise: Which having no guide, over seer, or
ruler, Provideth her meat in the summer, and
gathereth her food in theharvest” (Prover bs6:6-8).

ALITTLE TALK WITH JESUS

A little talk with Jesus,

How it smooths the rugged road:
How it seemsto help me onward,
When | faint beneath my load,
When my heart is crushed with sorrow,

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




And mine eyes with tears are dim,

There's nought can yield me comfort

Like a little talk with Him.
Ah, thisiswhat I'm wanting
Hislovely face to see;
And I'm not afraid to say it,
| know He's wanting me;
Hegave Hislifearansom
To make me all His own,
And Hecan't forget His promise
To me, His purchased one.
| cannot live without Him,
Nor would | if I could;
Heismy daily portion,

My medicine and food,
He's altogether lovely,
None can with Him compare-
The chief among ten thousand,
Thefairest of the fair.
| know the way is dreary
To yonder far off clime,
But a little talk with Jesus
Will while away the time,
And yet the more | know Him,
And all His grace explore,

It only sets me longing
To know Him more and more.
| often feel impatient
And mourn Hislong delay,
| never can be settled
While He remains away;
But we shall not long be parted,
For | know He'll quickly come,
And we shall dwell together
In that happy, happy home.
So I'll wait a little longer,
Till His appointed time,
And glory in the knowledge
That such a hopeis mine.
Then in my Father's dwelling,
Where" many mansions' be,
I'll sweetly talk with Jesus,
And He shall talk with me.

-The Gideon
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Faithisnot something that we should turn on and of f
likeafaucet, trusting the Lord when thingsare going badly
and not trustingwhenthey aregoing well. TheBibletells
usthat, "For thereinistherighteousnessof God reveded
fromfaithtofaith: asitiswritten, Thejust shall live by
fath" (Romans1:17).

Hebrews11:1 givesusthe definition of faith: "Now
faithisthe substance of thingshoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.” Faith isboth a substance and an evi-
dence, making it something very real tothebeliever. In
fact, verse 6 says, "But without faith it isimpossibleto
please him: for hethat cometh to God must believe that
heis, andthat heisarewarder of themthat diligently seek
him." It isimpossibleto please the Lord without faith.
Everythinginour lifemust bebased uponit. Romans14:23
informsus. "...for whatsoever isnot of faithissin."

However, for faith to be genuine, it must always be
backed up by aperson'sworks. James2:17 instructsus:
"Evensofaith, if it hath not works, isdead, being alone.”
Therefore, our worksmust befaith works. Kegping God's
Ten Commandments, for instance, isfaith works. Obedi-
encetoal of the Lord'scommandments comprisesfaith
works. A person cannot be saved without being obedient
to God, becausethis obedience backs up hisfaith, mak-
ingthefaithgenuine.

Even having alittlefaith is acceptableto the Lord.
JesusexplainedtoHisdisciplesinLuke 17:6,"...I1f yehad
faith asagrain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this
sycaminetree, Bethou plucked up by theroot, and be
thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you." How-
ever, evenlittlefaith can beincreased aswefindin Luke
17:5,"...And the apostles said unto the L ord, Increase
our faith."

Even though little faith is acceptableto the Lord, a
lack of faith isnot. When Jesustaught the peoplein His
own country, Matthew 13:57 and 58 informus. "And they
wereoffendedinhim. But Jesussaid untothem, A prophet
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isnot without honour, savein hisown country, andinhis
own house. And he did not many mighty worksthere be-
causeof their unbelief.”

Faith, or faithfulness, isafruit of the Spirit. Wereadin
Gaatians5:22-23: "But thefruit of the Spiritislove, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meek-
ness, temperance: againgt suchthereisnolaw.” Itisap-
parently one of thethree greatest virtues. | Corinthians
13:13 says, "And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these
three; but the greatest of theseischarity.”

Two examples from the book of Acts show usthe
importanceof being full of faith. Thefirst exampleisthat
of Stephen. Acts6:5tellsus: " And the saying pleased the
whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, aman full of
faithand of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus,
and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolasa
proselyte of Antioch". The second exampleisthat of
Barnabas. Welikewise seethat hewasfull of faith. " Then
tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church
which wasin Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas,
that he should go asfar asAntioch.Who, when he came,
and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted
them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave
unto the Lord. For he was agood man, and full of the
Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added
unto the Lord" (Acts 11:22-24). It appears from these
versesthat being full of faith and of the Holy Ghost go
together. It appearsthat when oneisfull of faith, heor she
isasofull of theHoly Ghogt, and viceversa.

Righteousness can only be imputed to a believer
through hisor her faith. Romans4 tellsusabout thefaith
of Abraham and David. Verses 3 and 8 read: " For what
saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was
counted unto himfor righteousness...Blessed istheman
towhomtheLordwill notimputesin.”

A timeiscoming whentruefaithwill amost bewiped
from the face of the earth. Jesus said in Luke 18:7-8,
"And shal not God avenge hisown elect, which cry day
and night unto him, though he bear long with them?1 tell
youthat hewill avengethem speedily. Neverthelesswhen
the Son of man cometh, shall hefind faith on the earth?”

A truebdiever will alwaysbe composed in hisor her
life of two great attributes: "Hereisthe patience of the
saints: herearethey that keep the commandmentsof God,
andthefaith of Jesus."
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What isthe Way?

By David Del_ong

What istheway of aloyal saint?
Faithful hewill be;
Though heistried, hewill not faint,
But, standslike aweathered tree.

What istheway of aloyal saint?
Trueishisheart within;
He's not like atomb with whitened paint,
But, isfree from hidden sin.

What istheway of aloyal saint?
Obedient to his Lord;
And though to the world he may look quaint,
Hewill surely gain reward.

What istheway of aloyal saint?
Forgiven of all wrong;
Upon hisrecord is no taint,
Upon his lips a song.
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DON'T FRET

Reprinted

Itiseasy, wethink, to “rest in the Lord” and to “wait
patiently for him” —until the nest isupset; until welive, as
many arelivingtoday, intumult and anguish. Isitpossble
then? RestingintheLord doesnot depend upon external
circumstances, but ontherelationship of thelifeof Godin
meto God Himself. Fussing generally endsinsin. We
Imaginethat alittle anxiety and worry isan indication of
how wiseweredly are; it may, however, beanindication
of how wicked wereally are.

DON'T CALCULATEWITHOUT GOD
L et not your heart betroubled (John 14:1).

Whenever you evaluate your life, God should bethe
greatest factor inyour calculation. How areweto have
untroubled hearts? Whenwe arewell, we expressthe
“wellness;” but when circumstances aretwisted upside
down, can thiscommand function? This*don’t” of our
Lord’ smust functionin daysof perplexity aswell asin
daysof peace.

God seemsto have adelightful way of upsetting plans
when we ca culatewithout Him. Weget into placesand
circumstances He never chose, and suddenly they are
shaken and wefind wehavebeen ca culating without God;
Hehasnot entered in asaliving factor. Havewelearned
thewonderfully practica lesson of not cal culating without
God? Totake God into all our calculations— and that
aone—keepsusfromworrying. Accordingtothewisdom
of thisworld, God seems to be haphazard. Heis not
cd culableinHisprovidence; Heworksinwayswe cannot
estimate. If wetry to solveour problemslogicaly, weare
liableto find that suddenly in the providence of God a
great upheaval comesthat did not enter our calculations.

Fretfulnessspringsfrom adetermination to get our own
way. Our Lord never worried, nor wasHeever anxious,
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because Hewasnot “ out” torealize Hisownideas. He
was “out” to realize God's ideas. Have | learned to
consider God the greatest factor in my common-sense
decisons? There—inthe secret place of theMost High,
under the shadow of the Almighty —shall no evil befall
you. No plague can touch that dwelling place; no matter
what happensontheoutside, it remainsperfectly secure.

DON'T CALCULATE WITH THE EVIL IN
VIEW

Love taketh not account of the evil (I
Corinthians13:5).

Apart from God wereckon with evil, and we reason
fromthat standpoint. To takeno account of evil doesnot
mean that weareignorant of itsexistence; it meanssmply
that wedo not consider it acal culablefactor.

A man ought to be aquiet citadel of the Holy Ghost
for prayer for al nations. The one who is suffering
according to God'swill isthe onewho has“aheart at
leisurefromitsef.” Thedisciplineof our livesisexterndly
evident, andif wearenot suffering according tothewill of
God, wewill caretolet everyoneknow it. Sympathy is
awakened for us, and others say, “How distressing that
person’scircumstancesare!”

“Comeuntome,” saysJesus, “and | will giveyou
rest.” Do Jesus Christ’swordsapply tome? DoesHe
really know my circumstances? Frettingissinful if you
areaChild of God.

DON'T CALCULATEWITH TOMORROW IN
VIEW

“Take therefore no thought for the morrow...”
(Matthew 6:34).

When wetake thought for the morrow, it becomesthe
dominating caculation of our life. Our Lordisnot saying,
“Takeno anxiousthought,” but, “ Don’t maketomorrow
theruling factor intoday’swork.” Most of usdo. Today
islived without the power God intendsusto have because
taking thought for themorrow isthedominating ca culaion
- not Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is not telling usto be
careless, but to be carefully cardlessabout everything save
one thing — seeking first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness.
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THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES

If you have any items of interest
that you would like to submit to
this segment, please send them
to The Church of God
Publishing House, PO Box 328,
Salem, WV 26426-0328.

MOREABOUT THE YEAR 2020

Anarticle, from USA TODAY, was recently featured
in the Sgns Of The Times column which featured the
many devastations and problems which occuried in
Americaduring theyear of 2020. | shouldliketo continue
the same trend of thought in this Sgns Of The Times
Column.

The following is another article appearing in the
December 23 issueof USATODAY . Itisentitled 2020
isthedeadliest year inAmericashistory:

NEW Y ORK —Thisisthedeadliest year in U.S. history,
with deaths expected to top 3 millionfor thefirst time—
duemainly to the coronaviruspandemic.

Final mortality datafor thisyear will not beavailable
for months. But preliminary numbers suggest that the
United Statesisontract to ssemorethan 3.2 million desths
thiayear, or at |east 4000,000 morethanin 2019.

U.S. deathsincrease most years, so someannual rise
infatalitiesisexpected. But the 2020 numbersamount to
ajump of about 15%, and could go higher onceall the
deathsfrom thismonth are counted.

That would mark thelargest single-year percentage
leap since 1918, when tensof thousandsof U.S. soldiers
died in Wprld War | and hundreds of thousands of
Americandiedinaflupandemic. Deathsrose46% that
year, compared with 1917.

COVID-19 haskilled more than 321,000 Americans
and counting. Beforeit cameaong, therewasreasonto
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be hopeful about U.S. death trends.

Thenation’soverall mortality ratefell abitin 2019,
dueto reductionsin heart diseaseand cancer desths. And
life expectancy inched up —by several weeks—for the
second straight year, according to death certificate data
rel eased Tuesday by the Centersfor Disease Control and
Prevention.

But life expectancy for 2020 could end up dropping
asmuch asthreefull years, said Robert Anderson of the
Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention.

The CDC counted 2,854, 838 U.S. deathslast year,
or nearly 16,000 morethan 2018.

That’sfairly good news: Deathsusually rise by about
20,000t0 50,000 each year, mainly dueto the nation’s
aging, and growing population.

Indeed, the age- adjusted death rate dropped about
1%in 2019, and life expectancy rose by about six weeks
to 78.8 years, the CDC reported.

“It was actually apretty good year for mortality, as
things go,” said Anderson who oversees CDC death
datitics.

TheU.S. coronavirusepidemic hasbeenabig driver
of deathsthisyear, both directly and indirectly.

Theviruswasfirg identifiedin Chinalast year, and the
first U.S. caseswerereported thisyear. But it hasbecome
thethird leading cause of death, behind only heart disease
and cancer. For certain periodsthisyear, COVID-19
wastheNo. 1killer.

But some other types of deaths al so haveincreased.

A burst of pneumoniacasesearly thisyear may have
been COV1D-19 deathsthat s mply weren’ t recognized
assuch early intheepidemic. But therealso havebeen
an unexpected number of deathsfrom certain types of
heart and circulatory diseases, diabetes and dementia,
Andersonsaid.

Many of those, too, may be related to COVID-19.
Theviruscould haveweskened patientsaready struggling
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with those conditions, or could havediminished thecare
they weregetting, hesaid.

Early inthe epidemic, somewere optimistic that car
crash deathswould drop as peopl e stopped commuting
or drivingto socia events. Dataonthat isnot yet in, but
anecdotal reportssuggest therewasno such decline.

Suicide deathsdropped in 2019 compared with 2018,
but early information suggeststhey havenot continued to
drop thisyear, Anderson and otherssaid.

Trueoverdose deaths, meanwhile, got much worse.

Beforethe coronaviruseven arrived, theU.S. wasin
themidst of the deadliest drug overdose epidemicinits

history.

Datafor al of 2020isnot yet available. But last week,
the CDC reported more than 81,000 drug overdose
desthsinthe 12 monthsendinginMay, makingit thehighest
number ever recorded in aone-year period.

Expertsthink the pandemic’sdisruption toin-prison
treatment and recovery servicesmay have been afactor.
People also are more likely to be taking drugs alone—
without the benefit of afriend or family member who can
call 911 or administer overdose-reversing medication..

But perhapsabigger factor arethe drugsthemselves:
COVID-19 caused supply problemsfor dealers, sothey
areincreasingly mixing cheap and deadly fentanyl into
heroin, cocal ne and methamphetamine, exdpertssaid.

“1 don't suspect there are abunch of new peoplewho
suddenly started using drugs because of COVID,” said
Shannon Monnat, aSyracuse University researcher who
studiesdrug overdosetrends. “If anything, | think the
supply of peoplewho are already using drugsis more
contaminated.”

COMMENT

Our featured article presents just several thousand
gusseswhy 2020 isthedeadest year inAmerica shistory.
Of coursethefactspresented can be contributing factors.
However, thereis certainto befutureyearsof many desths
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inAmericaaswedraw nearer to thetime of thereturn of
our Lord. Thisisbornout in Luke 21:26 which reads,
“Men’'sheartsfailing themfor fear, and for looking after
thosethingswhich are coming on the earth: for thepowers
of heaven shall be shaken.” No country has seen its
deadiest year. Many other thingswill transpireto cause
men'sheartstofail!

AMERICA'SDEMOCRACY UNDERATTACK

At thistime, the other big sign of the times, beside
COVID-19, istheinsurrection that occurred November
6 in Washington D.C. Just exactly who theseviolators
wereisdifficult toknow. Several terrorist groupswere
cooperating together. They stormed and brokeinto the
Capitol Building where the Senate and House werein
session. Thebuilding wasput onlockdown, Severa of
theterrorists (I call themterrorists-not protesters) were
bearing arms. Thelawmakerstook cover. Oneterrorist
broke into the house speaker’s office, sat down in her
chair, and left anote declaring amessage. One of the
terrorist even carried aConfederateflag into thebuilding.
Onewomanwasshot and later died. Inall, at least five
died, including two police. TheHomeland Security were
altered that ademonstration like thismay happen. But
they were not prepared to handle it, and they did not
suspect that it would be so brutal .

The reason for the demonstration was that it was
supposed to support President Trump who claimed that
the el ection was stolen and he was not defeated by Joe
Biden. That gave reason for many terrorist groupsto
unitein coming to Washington.

HUGE CYBERATTACK

You, no doubt, heard about a huge cyberattack that
stolemuch datafrom many U.S. military and other vital
concerns. They really are not sure which country is
responsible, but many officiasthink ittobeRussa This
isoneof thedrawbacks of cyberworld!
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BIBLE

Question: What wasthereinthe paradise of Eden?

Answer: Inthegarden therewere many treesbearing
fruit, and treesof great beauty. Thereweremany living
creatures- birds, animals, and fish - wholived in peace
and who ate only food that was natural to their areas.
See Genesis 1:29-30; 2-9.

Question: How wasthefirst man created?

Answer: Thefirst man, Adamwascreated inthe“image
and likenessof God{ingodly character of love, wisdom,
power, and righteousness}” (Psalm 8:5-8; Genesis 1:26-
28; 5:1). Almighty God created man“...of thedust of the
ground, and breathed into hisnostrilsthe breath of life;
and man became a living soul” (Genesis2:7). Note
here, carefully, that the body and the bresth of lifetogether
conditutealivingsoul. Thereisno separate soul” within
the body.

Question: Will you please comment on Jephthah and his
vow that he madeto the L ord concerning hisdaughter?

Answer: After thedeath of Abimelech aseriesof judges
wereraised up by theLordtodirect theaffairsof Isradl.
Littleor noinformationisgiven them until we cometo
Jephthah, ason of Gilead, who isintroduced asbeing a
mighty man of valor (Judges 11:1). However, Jephthah
was socially ostracized by hisbrothers because hewas
the son of a harlot, and he fled from his brethren and

PAGE SIXTEEN

Questions

ANnswers

dweltintheland of Tob” (verse3).

Hisability asaleader and militarist was apparently
recognized even by thosewho thought themsdvessocidly
superior. However, when |srael became sore oppressed
by the Ammonites, the elders sought out Jephthah and
asked for hishelp, promising him the leadership of the
nation after he defeated the Ammonites. Jephthah
reluctantly accepted and was victorious, asmany other
|sraelitish general s previoudy had beenwhentheLord's
blessing wasupon them.

However, Jephthah’snameis prominent inthe sacred
record not because of hismilitary victories, but because
of avow which hemadetotheL ord inanticipation of the
victory whichwould begivento himby divinehelp. The
vow wasthat whatever first came out of hishousewhen
he returned from the battle would be offered to the L ord
insacrifice (verses30-31).

When Jephthah did return from the battl e, hisyoung
daughter wasthefirst to come out from the houseto meet
him. Theaccount says, “...It cameto pass, when he saw
her, that herent hisclothes, and said, Alas, my daughter!
thou hast brought mevery low, and thou art one of them
that trouble me: for | have opened my mouth unto the
LORD, and | cannot go back” (verse 35).

Among thenobleof Israel themaking of avow before
theLord wasavery seriousthing. Solomonwrotethat it
is better not to vow, than to vow and not to pay
(Ecclesiastes5:4-5). Jephthah held thisviewpoint; and
whilehisvow proved to bemuch more costly than hehad
expected, having entered into such asolemn obligation,
hesaw noway of changingit. Nor did hisdaughter rebel.
Sheunderstood thetuation and asked only for two months
inwhich, astherecord states, “...I may go up and down
upon the mountains, and bewail my virginity, | and my
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fellows.” Jephthah granted thisrequest. After thetwo
months*...shereturned unto her father, who did with her
according to hisvow which hehad vowed: and sheknew
noman...” (versus 36-39).

Itisgeneraly supposed that Jephthah actually offered
hisdaughter in sacrifice, asabullock or goat would be
offered. A casua reading of the King JamesVersion of
theBiblerather favorsthisviewpoint. But themargina
rendering of verse40 seemsto giveadifferent thought. It
explainsthat the daughtersof Israel went yearly “totalk
with the daughter of Jephthah, the Gileadite, four daysa
year.”

This, verse 39 explains, becameacustomin Isragl.
Obvioudy, Jephthah' sdaughter must haveremained dive,
el sethedaughtersof Isragl could not havetalked with her
each year. Examining the record more carefully, it
becomes apparent that what really happened wasthat
thegirl remained avirginthroughout her entirelife, which
fromthelsradlitish viewpoint, wasatremendous sacrifice
for thefather to ask of her.

Thisthought isevident from therecord. When Jephthah
explained hispositionto hisdaughter, and sheasked for
twomonths’ grace, shedid not request thesetwo months
in order to prepare for death, as some commentators
explain, but in order to bewail her virginity (verse 37).
When she returned and her father “...did with her
according to hisvow whichhehad vowed,” itisexplained
that “...sheknew noman...” Indeed, asonewhowasled
of the“ Spirit of theLord” (verse29), it wasnot possible
for Jephthah to have made avow to offer hisdaughter as
asacrifice, for thiswascontrary to Mosaic Law. Read
Deuteronomy 12:30-31 and Jeremiah7:30-31.

After hisvictory over theAmmonites, Jephthah found
it necessary to put down arebellion of the Ephraimites
withinlsragl. Their rebellionwaslargely duetothefact
that they had not been consulted in the choice of Jephthah.
Hisperiod of judgeshiplasted for Six years.

Question: Will you comment on thetopic of suffering
fromabiblica prospective?

Answer: Noonereally wantsto suffer! Weall shrink
fromit. Many who are Christians do not really know
God'splans. They fed that as God' s peoplethey should
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be protected from suffering. When they are not, they
becomediscouraged, and many losetheir faith. Thisshould
not beso! If wedowrong and recogni ze the discipline of
theL ord, we should haveno difficulty inacceptingit. The
Apostle Peter showsusahigher form of suffering: “...Itis
better, if thewill of God be so, that ye suffer for well
doing, thanfor evil doing” (I Peter 3:17). JesusHimself
suffered and eventually was put to death.

Jesuswent about doing good, but He suffered for it.
Indeed, Hisentire sacrifice, including Hisdeath on the
cross, wasin the nature of doing good unto all. Thus, it
wasthat, in harmony with HisFather’splan, Heprovided
redemption for thedying world of mankind. Sofar asHis
earthly lifewasconcerned, thereward wassuffering. Itis
our privilegetofollow in Hisfootsteps, not expecting the
praiseof men. Thisisaseveretest! However, itisoneof
thetestswe must passin thisour judgment day if weare
toliveand reignwith Christ.

When Paul wasin prison in Rome, expecting to be
executed, hewroteto Timothy, “Itisafaithful saying: For
if webedead with him, weshal dsolivewithhim: If we
auffer, weshdl dsoreignwithhim: if wedeny him, healso
will deny us’ (I1 Timothy 2:11-12). In the preceding
chapter of thisepistle, Paul mentionsmany who had turned
against him, perhapsbecausethey did not wishto expose
themselvesto danger from the Roman authorities. Onthe
other hand, he mentions Onesiphorus. Paul explains,
“...Heoft refreshed me, and wasnot ashamed of my chain:
But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very
diligently, andfoundme’ (11 Timothy 1:15-17).

Paul wasone of the Lord’slittle ones, and afailureto
stand with himin hishour of trial waslike denying the
Lord Himself. Thiswasatest that came upon many in
thosedaysof the Early Church, and someof themfailed.
Otherspassed thetest, such asOnesiphorusand Timothy.
A similar testisupon ustoday. True, none of our number
isincarcerated and await execution for the proclaiming of
thetruth. However, the Gospel of Christ, and thosewho
proclaimit, aretill unpopular.

Let usgladly take our position with those who are
letting their light shineand areincurring theill will and
ridicule of theworld. Let usnot prefer thefriendship of
theworld, whichisenmity toward God!
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"Stand fast thereforein theliberty wherewith Christ hath
made usfree, and be not entangled again with the yoke of
bondage.”

Herewefind Paul describing adeliverance, afreedom
made possible by our L ord Jesus Christ, and he saysfor
usto "stand fast thereforein thisliberty which was pur-
chased with agrest price. "For yearebought withaprice:
therefore glorify God in your body, and inyour spirit,
whichareGod's' (I Corinthians6:20). " For hethatiscalled
intheLord, being aservant, istheLord'sfreeman: like-
wiseasohethatiscaled, being free, isChrist's servant.
Yearebought with price; benot yethe servantsof men™ |
Corinthians 7:22-23.

Peter tellsusby inspiration what thisgreat pricewasthat
yearebought with. Read | Peter 1:18-21 of chapter one.
"Forasmuch asye know that yewere not redeemed with
corruptiblethingsassilver and gold, from your vain con-
versation received by tradition fromyour fathers; but with
thepreciousblood of Christ, asof alamb without blemish
andwithout spot (perfect): Who verily wasforeordained
before the foundation of theworld, but wasmanifestin
theselast daysfor you (us), who by Him do believein
God, that raised Him up from the dead, and gave Him
glory; that your faith and hope might bein God.”
Manwas created free and with the privilege of choosing
whether hewould obey or disobey God, the Creator of
theuniverse. He chosetheevil, disobedience, and there-
foreplaced himsdlf in bondage under thelaw whichwas
death.

"And the L ord God commanded the man, saying, Of ev-
ery tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the
tree of theknowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat
of it: for inthe day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
urdydie”
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Satan tempted man until he partook of thefruit of this
forbidden tree, and received the sentence of death from
theLord. "Inthesweat of thy faceshalt thou eat bread, till

thou return unto the ground; for out of it wasthou taken:
for dust thou art and unto dust shat thoureturn” (Genesis
3:19).

Now Jesus Christ was manifest intheselast daysfor us.
"Thereistherefore now no condemnation to themwhich
arein Christ Jesus, who walk not after theflesh, but after
the spirit. For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus
hath made me (us) free from the law of sin and death”
(Romans8:1-2).

What awonderful deliverance by God sending Hisonly
begotten soninto theworld, that wethrough Him might
not perish, but have everlasting life!l How many wereun-
der snandthereforein bondage?" For the Scripture hath
concluded ALL under sin, that the promise by faith of
Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. But be-
forefaith came, wewere kept under thelaw (the penalty
of thelaw), shut up unto the FAITH which should after-
wards berevea ed. Wherefore the law was our school-
master to bring usunto Christ, that we might bejustified
by faith. But after that faith iscome, we are no longer
under aschoolmaster.

For yeareal thechildren of God by faithin Christ Jesus.
For asmany of you have been baptizedinto Christ have
put on Chrigt."

But that after faith (Jesus Christ) iscome, and weareno
longer under aschool master, dowedo avay withthelaw
whichwasour schoolmaster?” Do wethen makevoidthe
law through faith?Godforbid: yea, weestablishthelaw”

(Romans3:31).

Paul says. "What shall we say then?Isthelaw sin?God
forbid. Nay, | had not known sin, but by thelaw: for |
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had not known lust, except thelaw had said, thou shalt
not covet” (Romans7:7).
Thisisthetenth precept of the Ten Commandment law
which was established at the creation of the world by
God Himsdlf, and Christ cameinto theworld to ddliver us
from the penalty of sin. "Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth ad sothelaw: for sinisthetransgressing of
thelaw." )l John 3:4.
Tothisweadd thewordsof Jesusto Hiselevendisciples:
"Goyeintoall theworld, and preach the gospd to every
creature. Hethat believeth andisbaptized shall be saved;
but hethat believeth not shall bedamned" (Mark 16:15-
16).

LET GODBE TRUE

"In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth,” Therefore God existed beforeHe crested. Hesm-
ply spake, and said, "L et therebe..." Andthething that he
spakecameinto existence. Before He named theday He
created his desire for that day, and this He did for six
days. Now, noticethat He did not create anything on the
seventh day, all creatingwasdonein six days. "Thusthe
heavens and the earth werefinished, and al the host of
them." (Genesis 1:31) Then He made the seventh day
and sanctifiedit: "Becausethat init Hehad rested fromall
hiswork that He had made" (Genesis2:1-2).

Faithisrequired to believe the word of God, 'But
without faithitisimpossibleto please God." "For what-
soever is not of faith issin” (Hebrews 11:6, Romans
14:23).

God did not rest because He wastired, he smply
stopped cresting. Inrelating God's cregtion only the sanc-
tification of the seventh day ismentioned, later onthein
the Deca ogue, theten commandment law, welearn™ itis
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God."

No man ever created aworld, thereforeno man ever
did or ever can make a Sabbath day. Jesusrosefromthe

No matter what YOur emotions say,

cL..LET GOD BE T RWE, BUT EVERY
MAN [AND EVERY CONT RARY
EMOTIONT A LiAR ...~
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dead onthe seventh day. That initself did not makeit the
Sabbath because of the very fact that God HIMSELF
madetheday right into creation.

Whenthedisciplesof Jesustold Himthat "the Jews
of late sought to stonethee, and goest thou thither again?!
Jesusanswered, 'arethere not twelve hoursin aday? I
any man walk in the day he stumbleth not, beware he
seeththelight of thisworld." Hereferstotheartificial day
beginning at sunrise and ending at sunset, whichisthe
light part of the natural solar day of 24 hourswhichis
from sunset to sunrise. Theterm"day" according tothe
Biblestandsfor both the natural and artificial. Cruden's
Concordancesays, "Inthe New Testament theday isdi-
vided into twelve hoursafter manner of the Greeksand
Romans(Matthew 10:1-3, John 11.9). These hourswere
equal to each other, but unequal with respect to daylight
during different seasons. Thetwelvehoursof thelongest
daysin summer weremuch longer than those of the short-
est daysinthewinter. thefirst wasthat which followsthe
rising of the sun, and wasanswerableto our sx o'clock in
themorning of the Equinox: and that other timesin pro-
portion to thelength or shortness of the days, and so on.
Thenight wasreckoned by watches." (Matthew 14.25,
Luke12:38).

Ever sincethe earth hasturned onitsaxisuntil that
GREAT DAY OF GOD shall come, it will bringwithits
turning the holy atmospherein the seventh day Sabbath
whichisthe seventh day of theweek.

TheApostle Paul saysif wereceive THE WORD
OF GODASITISIN TRUTH it workseffectually in us,
thatis, it causesusto dothethingsthat areright - and that
meanswewill keep the seventh day of theweek HOLY.
Proverbs29:25 says" Thefear of MAN bringethasnare.”
Thiskind of fear will eventually, before the coming of
Christ, ensnare all who reject the Sabbath of God - the
seventh day of theweek. (Revelation 14:9-12).
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LESSONI
JEHOSHAPHAT, KING OF JUDAH

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles17:1-19.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles17:3.

"And the LORD waswith Jehoshaphat, because he
walked inthefirst waysof hisfather David, and sought
not unto Badim."

NOTE: Inour last lesson we studied about thereign of
Asa, king of Judah. Jehoshaphat isnow king of Judah,
and wewill seewhether hewasarighteousruler or if he
wasan unjust oneasmany of thekingshavebeenthat we
have studied about.

1. What did Jehoshaphat do in the land of Judah? II
Chronicles17:2.

2. Wasthe Lord with him?Why?1l Chronicles17:3-4.
3. Did hehaverichesand honor?11 Chronicles17:5.

4. What did he take away from Judah? 11 Chronicles
17:6.

5. Inthethirdyear of hisreign, whom did he send out to
thecitiesof Judah?What wastheir duty?11 Chronicles
17:7-9.

6. Why did the peoplenot makewar against Jehoshaphat?
What did the Philistinesbringto theking?11 Chronicles
17:10-11.

7. Describe Jehoshaphat's greatness? How many men of
war did hehave? Il Chronicles17:12-14.

Answer sto Bird Quiz on pagetwenty-two:

1. Ravens(l Kings17:6) 2. Dove (Genesis 8:11) 3.
Quail (Exodus 16:13) 4. Cock (Matthew 26:34) 5.
Swallow (Isaiah 38:14) 6. Sork (Psalm 104:17) 7.
Eagle, vulture, kiteand others8. Sparrow (Matthew
10:29) 9. Hen, chickens (Luke 13:34) 10. A pair of
turtledovesor twoyoung pigeons (L uke2:24)
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LESSON |

JEHOSHAPHAT FORMSANALLIANCE
WITHAHAB (PART 1)

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles18:1-15.

GoldenText: Il Chronicles18:1.

"Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance,
andjoined affinity withAhab."

NOTE: Welearnedin our last |esson that Jehoshaphat
wasagood ruler who prospered and waxed great during
hisreign because hefeared thelord. Now we shall study
part of chapter 18 to see how hejoined forceswithAhab.

1. Jehoshaphat now hasrichesand honor. After several
years, where did he go? What happened while hewas
there?1l Chronicles18:1-2.

2. WhenAhab asked thekingif hewould gotowar with
him, what was king Jehoshaphat'sreply?11 Chronicles
18:3-4.

3. Theking of Israel demanded 400 prophetswho gath-
ered together. What did Ahab say to the prophets, and
did Jehoshaphat wish the advice of someone else? 11
Chronicles18:5-6.

4. Who was the man whom the king of Israel said he
mightinquire? DidAhablikethisman?1l Chronicles18:7.

5. Didthey sendfor thiscertain man?What washisname?
Wheredid thetwo kingssit for the prophetsto prophesy
beforethem? |1 Chronicles18:8-9.

6. What did Zedekiah say to thekings? What did all the
prophets prophesy to them?11 Chronicles18:10-11.

7. What did the messenger say to Micaiah when hewent
tohim, and did Micaiah promiseto spesk what God would
say to him?11 Chronicles 18:12-13.

8. Thekingsasked himif they should goto battle. What
washisreply?Il Chronicles18:14.
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9. Wastheking doubtful that hewastelling thetruth?11
Chronicles18:15.

LESSON 1

JEHOSHAPHAT FORMSINALLIANCEWITH
AHAB (PART I1)

Scripture Reading: 11 Chronicles18:16-34.
Golden Text: 1l Chronicles18:22 (first part).

"Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put alying
spiritinthemouth of thesethy prophets..."

NOTE: We have learned in our past lessons that
Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance. He
joined forceswith Ahab, and at thispoint they are about
to seek theadvice of Micaiah. Let usseeif thisprophecy
isgood or evil.

1. What did Micaiahtell thekingin |l Chronicles18:16?

2. Read Il Chronicles18:18-22, and then tell what the
prophet told Ahab and Jehoshaphat.

3. What did Zedekiah do and say to Micaiah in 1l
Chronicles18:23?

4. What did theking of Israel command hismento do
withMicaiah?I1 Chronicles18:25-26.

5. Theking of Isragl and the king of Judah went up to
Ramoth-gilead. what did they do beforethey went to bettl€?
I1 Chronicles18:28-29.

6. What had the king of Syriacommanded hiscaptains
todo?1l Chronicles18:30.

7. DidtheLord help Jehoshaphat when hecried for help?
[1 Chronicles18:31.

8. Didthecaptainspursuehimagain?Why?I1 Chronicles
18:32.

9. Wastheking of Israel wounded? How long did he
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fight against the Syrians?11 Chronicles 18:33-34.
LESSON IV
JEHOSHAPHAT RETURNSTO JERUSALEM

Scripture Reading: 11 Chronicles19:1-11.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles19:9.

"And he charged them, saying, Thusshall yedointhe
fear of theLORD, faithfully, and with aperfect heart.”

NOTE: Inour last lesson welearned that King Ahab of
Israel was killed at the battle of Ramoth-gilead.
Jehoshaphat cried out to the Lord and was spared from
death. Now hereturnsto Jerusalem, and | et us seewhat
instructionshegivesthe L evites, judgesand priests.

1. Who came out to meet Jehoshaphat ashereturned to
Jerusalem?What did he say to theking?11 Chronicles
19:1-3.

2. Wheredid theking go to gather back the people unto
theLord God?Whomdid heset uptheland?11 Chronicles
19:4-5.

3. What instruction did he giveto thejudges? Do you
think he gavethem good advice? 11 Chronicles19:6-7.

4. Whom did he set up next inthekingdom?11 Chronicles
19:8.

5. What werehisingructionstothem?!1 Chronicles19:9-
10.

6. Who wasto bethe chief priest over the people?Who
wasruler of the house of Judah? What werethe Levities
todo?Il Chronicles19:11.

7. Read thelast sentence of verse 11 again. That was
King Jehoshaphat'sfinal adviceto hisrulers. Don't you
think that was good admonition and something we should
remember and apply to our own lives?
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WHAT ALITTLE BIRD TAUGHT BEULAH
by Ellen Mary Stewart

Eventhough Beulah Mayswasavery littlegirl, there
werecertainlittletasksabout the housethat M other Mays
insisted on her doing. The most important of thesewas
keeping her playthingstogether.

Beulah didn't mind putting her toysaway when she
wasin agood humor, but - oh, dear - if she happened to
be sleepy or tired or cross, then at the task became ex-
tremely unpleasant.

Oneday just when shewasready to go with her Aunt
Sdliefor awalk inthe park, M other discovered she had
left her playthings scattered about thefloor, and called
her back to pick them up. Then what do you think hap-
pened? Thisdear child beganto whineand fret, and when
her mother begantotalk to her, shebeganto cry, and the
first thing she knew, Aunt Sallie had taken off and de-
clared she would not walk in the park with ared eyed
littlegirl.

Of course, after that Beulah tried to get her face
straightened up again, but by thetime she succeeded it
wastoo lateto go to the park, so the day was spoiled.

"I know what I'll do," pouted Beulah, gointhegar-
denand play by myself.”

"That could beanice placefor al ill-tempered child
togo," answered Mother." But do not go outside of the
gete”

Pretty soon Beulah'sattention turned to amother bird
that seemed to be having ahard time. It did not take her
long tofind out that shewasfeeding her babieswithfood.
Again and again shewould fly away and soon comeback
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carryingawormtothehungry birdies. Then shewouldlift
her bill toward heaven, and shewould sing abeautiful
song. Off shewould fly againto find another worm for
another hungry baby. And thiswastheway shekept on
doing aslong as Beulah watched her.

Suddenly abright thought entered her brain, and she
ran back to her mother faster than she came.

"OhMother, Mother," shecried. "I'velearned ales-
son. Fromthistimeonwhen | haveanythingtodo, | will
sngwhilel work."

"That isabeautiful idea," answered Mother, "'l won-
der whereyougoit."

"Fromalittlebird," answered Beulah, and Mother
knew from the bright smileon her facethat shemeant to
dowhat shesaid.

BIRD QUIZ

1. What bird fed Elijah?

2. What bird brought an olive leaf back to theark?

3. What bird wasgiventothelsraglitesinthe desert?

4. What bird do you associate with Peter?

5. What bird does|saiah say "chatters'?

6. What bird doesthe Psalmist say "makesitshome
inthefir trees'?

7. Nametwo birdsof prey mentionedintheBible.

8. What bird wassold at "two for afarthing"?

9. What bird is mentioned by Jesus in afigure of
speech asHe gazed over Jerusalemin sorrow?

10. What birdsdid Jesus mother offer inthetemple
asasacrificeafter Jesus birth?
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INSECTS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Look up the following verses in the Bible and find the names of insects that are in the verses.
Place the name of the insect in the appropriate squaresin the puzze.

ACROSS
3. Matthew 6:19
5.Joel 1:4
7. Exodus 8:17
9. Proverbs 30:28
12. Revelation 9:10

"

12

DOWN
. 1. Judges 7:12
2. Leviticus 11: 22 (second one named)
4. Exodus 23:28
6. Deuteronomy 28:38
8.Judges 14:8
10. Ecclesiastes 10:1
11. Proverbs 30:25
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LIFE ISWHAT YOU MAKE IT

To the preacher, life'sa sermon,
To thejoker, it's a jest
To the miser, lifeis money,
To the loafer, life'sarest;
To the lawyer, life'satrial,
To the poet, life's a song;

To the doctor, life's a patient
Who needs treatment right along.
To the soldier, life's a battle,
To the teacher, life's a school;
Life'sa good thing to the grafter.
Itisfailureto the fool.

To the man upon the engine,
Life'salong and heavy grade;
It'sa gamble to the gambler;
To the merchant, lifeis trade.
Lifeis but one long vacation
To the man who loves to work;
Life'san everlasting effort
To shun duty, to the shirk.
Lifeiswhat we try to make it.
Brother, what is life to you?
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