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Ings He's put before us. High among

them are our families, our freedom, and
the opportunities of a new year.

Ronald Reagan




A Matter of Conscience

By: Alfonso Telesca

What isaconscience? Asagenera definitionit can
betheinner senseof what isright or wrongin one' sconduct
or motives, impellingyoutowardwhat isright. It canaso
bethe complex of ethicad and mord principlesthat controls
or inhibitstheactionsor thoughtsof anindividua towards
a sense of what is prudent. As children of God, we
understand that it goes deeper.

Intheworld welivein, there are those who do not
know or acknowledge the Word or Law of God. The
absence of HisWord and not knowing theLord or having
theHoly Spirit doesn’t mean wedon’t know right from
wrong. InRomans 2:14-15, wearetold:

“For when the Gentiles, which have not thelaw, do
by naturethethingscontained inthelaw, these, having not
thelaw, arealaw unto themsealves: Which shew thework
of thelaw writtenin their hearts, their conscience also
bearingwitness, and ther thoughtsthemeanwhileaccusng
or elseexcusing oneancther;)”.

Herewe seethe apostle explaining that the Gentiles,
who don’'t havethe law, naturally have alaw inside of
them. Whether they doright or wrong, that isup to them,
but they infact havethat sense” programmed” into them.
There are good people in the world, who do many
charitable deeds. They donate money to the most needy,
they giveof their timeto hel p othersout and awaystry to
dotheright thing. Thisiscommendablein many ways, but
some of these people do not feel they needtheLordin
thelr lives. Thisshowsusthat there are peoplewho have
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amoral compass or conscience without the Lord. The
Lord hasput thisin all mankind fromtheir creation.

“So God created manin hisownimage, intheimage
of God crested hehim; maleand fema e created hethem”
(Genesis1:27).

Being madein Hisimageincludesknowing right from
wrong asthe L ord seesit becausethat ispart of Hisnature.
Thefall of man has prevented usfrom acknowledging
that thisisfrom Him, thus separating usfrom Him.

Thereisathought that comesto mind when | think of
aconscience. The story of the little cricket acting as
Pinocchio’sconscience. Try ashemay tolead himtothe
right path, the wooden boy ends up eluding him. Our
conscienceisasothat littlevoicethat urgesrighteousness
inside of us and it is often ignored. We may let our
conscience guide us asthe saying goes, but we must be
careful of whomweareactudly ligeningto. Jeremiah 17:9
warnsus.

“Theheartisdecetful aboved| things, and desperatdly
wicked: who canknow it?’

Thatisif weareonly guided by the heart of thissinful
flesh that dwellsin us, wecan go astray. The Biblealso
speaks of aconscience being corrupted:

“Speaking liesin hypocrisy; having their conscience
seared withahot iron;” (I Timothy 4:2). “Unto the pure
all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and
unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and
conscienceisdefiled” (Titus1:15).
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It al so speaks of agood conscience being preserved:
“Having agood conscience; that, whereasthey speak
evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that
falsely accuseyour good conversationin Christ” (I Peter
3:16).
Webegin our liveswith agood conscience, but it becomes
corrupted through thesinthat dwellsinthisfleshsincethe
fal of manand throughlearned experiencesof sinthat we
acquireaongtheway. But wearestill urged by HisWord
to preserve our good conscience. In addition aschildren
of God, we have something more powerful inside of us,
theHoly Spirit of God. Romans 8:26-27 says.

“Likewisethe Spirit a so helpeth our infirmities: for
weknow not what we should pray for aswe ought: but
the Spirit itself maketh intercessionfor uswith groanings
which cannot be uttered. And hethat searcheth the hearts
knoweth what isthemind of the Spirit, because hemaketh
intercession for the saintsaccording to thewill of God.”

TheSpirit leadsusinwaysour consciencenever could,
it carriesmoreinfluenceinour lives, it givesusapower
that we've never had before and it transforms us.
Ephesians3:16-19, tellsus:

“That hewould grant you, according to theriches of
hisglory, to be strengthened with might by hisSpiritinthe
inner man; That Christ may dwell inyour heartsby faith;
that ye, being rooted and groundedinlove, May beable
to comprehend with all saintswhat isthe breadth, and
length, and depth, and height; And to know thelove of
Chrigt, which passeth knowledge, that ye might befilled
withall thefulnessof God.”

Undergtanding thisgivesusan advantage beyond that
of your average “good person” who does not
acknowledgetheLord.

God speaksto usin many ways. | would call it His
“dill smdl voice’ that Elijah experiencedin 1Kings19:11-
13:

“And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount
before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by,
and agreat and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake
inpiecestherocksbeforethe LORD; but the LORD was
not inthewind: and after thewind an earthquake; but the
LORD wasnat intheearthquake: And after the earthquake
afire; but theLORD wasnot inthefire: and after thefire
adtill smal voice. Andit wasso, when Elijah heardit, that
hewrapped hisfacein hismantle, and went out, and stood
intheenteringin of the cave. And, behold, therecamea
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voiceunto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?’

We sometimes expect God to speak to us in
thunderouswayslikeagreat wind, an earthquakeor gresat
fire, but most timesHe communicateswith astill small
voice. HeusesHis Spirit inside of us, HisWord aswe
read it and sometimesthe most unlikely messengersthat
wemay overlook. But therein existshistill small voice
and we haveto pay attention. Young Samuel heard that
littlevoicein| Samuel 3:3-10 and heresponded: “Here
am|l”..." Speak; for thy servant heareth.”

Dear brethren, weanswer to ahigher moral authority
thanyour average* good person” ; wehaveto demondrate
agood consciencenot only to mankind but our God aso.

“And hereindo | exercise myself, to haveawaysa
consciencevoid of offencetoward God, and toward men”
(Acts24:16).

Aswe continuein our journey tonot only dowhat is
right but to be considered righteous before God, wemust
remember our motivation. Obedienceto righteousness
cannot be practi ced because of fear of punishment only,
but becauseit isright according to our conscience and
lovetoward our God. Romans 13:5 says. "Whereforeye
must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for
conscience sake.”

nswersfor game page 18

1. Sea of Galilee
2. pool of Siloam
3. Jacob's well

4. Elim

5. lion

6. Moses

7. Nathanael

8. Elijah

9. serpent

10. coat

11. lamps, pitchers and trumpets
12. Capernaum
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Every law and regulation, givento usfrom heaven, isfor
our own good, and thisisexactly trueregarding what we
should eat, and what we should not eat, which God or-
dained fromtimesof old.

It wasgivento usto preserveour bodiesfor Hisservice.
“...yearenot your own” (I Corinthians6:19). Your body
bel ongsto the Lord. What know ye not that your body is
thetempleof theHoly Ghost?...” Your body was created
for longevity of life, and to perfect apeoplewith strong
congtitutions, robust bodies, with strength, wisdom and
endurance. Whenthechildren of Israel cameout of Egypt,
therewereno lessthan 2 million, yet the Lord tellsus,
“...therewas not one feeble person among their tribes’
(Psalm 105:37). Wherewould we find such acompany
of peopletoday?1nour small townsof only afew hun-
dred, thereare many sickly, feeble people. Our country is
oneof hospitas, asylums, nursing homes, physical week-
ness, suffering, and disease. Thereisacausefor all of
this. Godisnot to blame, for He made the human body to
endure and to overcome the disease germs of theenemy,
if it hastheright of way. The automobile manufacturer
puts out agood car, capable of great endurance, but if a
littlesandisputintotheengineail, theenginequickly wears
out and goesto pieces. That isexactly what millions of
peopl e aredoing today with their own bodies. They are
smoking!

During onetwelve-months period, the American people

smoketwo billion cigarettes, daily. Thatisadaily average
of about 14 and one-hdf cigarettesfor every man, woman,
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and child, or about 20 and one-half for each of the 180
millionwho actualy smoke. Sinceeach cigarette contains
about 2% nicotineby weight, it meansthat morethan two
millionand ahalf poundsof oneof the deadliest poisons
intheworld are used, each year, in the cigarettes con-
sumed by these 180 million smokers. When reduced to
itslowest terms, the amount of nicotinein the number of
cigarettes an average smoker consumesevery 24 hours
would meaningtant death if administered asasingledose.
Onefifteen-hundreth of an ounce, withinitself, isathird
of afatal dose.

It isnow common knowledge that the drug of tobacco,
nicotine, is unmistakably a habit-forming drug com-
pounded with sSdeeffectsto match any so-called danger-
ousdrug onthemarket. Hereareafew of the conditions
produced by smoking: chronic bronchitisoften followed
by TB. Chronicthroat irritation and inflammetion, chronic
sinuscongestion, cancer of thelungs, throat, tongue, thy-
roid gland, and other partsof the neck and mouth. It cre-
atesnervoussengtiveness, chronic digestivedisturbances,
chronic constriction effects of blood vesselsthat lead to
arteria hypertension. Other effectsinclude chronic con-
gestion and the condtriction of thebronchial tubes, dimin-
ishing breathing spaces, which producesthewell-known
shortnessof bregath.

Tobacco detrimentally influencesfatty acid production,
vitamin E and other vitamin utilization aswell asall meta-
bolic changes. You nameit and you can be sureit was
spurred on or caused by nicotine. A chronic smoker's
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bronchitisnever getswell aslong ashe smokes. Itisthe
samewith throat and sinusconditions. Thethresat of can-
cerisacontinua dark cloudinthelivesof al smokers.
Yes, thereare many peoplewho seemtodoal right, as
they continue to smoke, but perhapsyou can seethem
before serious effects have closed in on them. Areyou
willing to taketherisk of not contracting thesemany ill-
nesses?

Wereadinthethird letter of John, “Beloved, | wish above
all thingsthat thou mayest prosper and bein health...”
Thisprayer isimportanttodl. Thistract isfor both smok-
ersand nonsmokers. Smokers should know what they
aregetting into when they smokein the presence of non-
smokers. Nonsmokersshould know wherethey received
their sorethroats or coughs, red eyesand running noses
after inhaling someone el se's secondhand smoke. This
situation isvery important and should not beignored.
Thereareentirey too many complacentindividua saround.
Inactivity bornout of disinterest persstsuntil theroof fals
inonthem. What acrazy upside-downworld!

What isnicotine? Thedictionary definesit as* apoison-
ousliquid alkaloid, found in the leaves of the tobacco
plant.” And the samedictionary further definesapoison
as"asubstancethat, being in solution intheblood or act-
ing chemicaly ontheblood, either destroyslifeor impairs
serioudy thefunctionsof oneor moreof itsorgans.” The
habit-forming effect of nicotine cannot bedenied. Try to
hide achronic smoker'scigarettesand see what happens.
Why?Becausetobaccoisadope. What else can onecall
it? It was created by God as an insecticide and amedi-
cineof disinfecting powers. Nicotineisahabit forming
drug, inmany typesor forms, such assnuff, cigars, chew-
ing tobacco, and cigarettes.

Theoveral effectsof thisdrug do not stop at the effects
associated withthecraving. It also hasadirect effect on
the sympathetic nervous system, which istheautomatic
mechanism that control sthemusclesand body tissuesnot
under control of thewill, such asthebronchia tubes, the
blood vessdlsincluding the heart, theintestinesand vari-
ous glandsthat work entirely automatically. All these
mechanismsare affected by the drug nicotineand witha
constricting or deterrent effect. Circulation hascut down
glandular actions, such asthedigestion glandsof thestom-
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ach and other organsarereduced in efficiency. Contented
cowsgivegood milk, wearetold. Glandular action of our
endocrinesystem, in order to function properly, must so
bein astate of relaxation. Why do those, who smoke,
deliberately build up ageneral state of tensionwiththis
dope and then go to the doctor, who givesthem tranquil-
izing pillsto subduethetenson?True, all smokersdo not
fall rgpidly into such adesperate state. But AL L smokers
do createaphysiologicaly abnormal condition that per-
mitsthem to tol erate tobacco, somefor alonger period
than others. In other words, “You have to be sick to
smoke.” Makes sense, doesn'tit?

Relighting Cigarettes. Because of therising cost of to-
bacco, moresmokersarerdighting their half smoked buitts.
Thishasshown someinteresting satistics. Of coursesmok-
ersdo not carefor statistics, but please notethisone: The
use of the* Good to thelast drop of the cigarette” causes
thenicotineto concentrate at the stub. Theincidence of
lung cancer in smokerswho practicethishabit isdouble
towhat the" Surgeon Genera" placeson every package
of cigarettes.

L et ustakethefirst smplestepsin cleansing oursel ves of
all filthiness of theflesh, that we may present ourselves
without spot or wrinkle before Jesuswhen Hecomesin
glory. Heissoon coming, anditishard at thevery bestto
overcomethiswicked worldwhenweliveproperly. There-
fore, it makesit many times harder with our bodiesand
blood streamsfilled with poison. It takes hedlthy, vigor-
ous, strong bodiesand mindsto properly serve our God.

Smoking Tract -

is available to be
sent to you by call-
ing The Publishing
House at 1-304-782-
1411. Bundlescan be
mailed out to pass
out to your congrega-
tion or any indi-
vidual needing this
information to help
guit smoking.

SMOKING

CERTAIN DEATH

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




Themost important thing that one should give unto
theLordistheir self in service. The songwriter wrote,
"giveof your best to the master, give of the strength of
your youth. Throw your soul'sfresh glowing ardor into
the battlefor truth. Jesus has set the exampl e; dauntless
wasHe, young and brave. Give himyour loyd devotion,
give himthe best that you have. Giveof your best to the
master, give himfirst placeinyour heart, givehimfirst
placeinyour service, consecrateevery part. Give, andto
you shdl begiven; God hisbeloved son gave; gratefully
seeking to serve him, give him the best that you have.
Giveof your best to the master; naught el seisworthy his
love. Hegave Himself for your ransom, gave up Hisall
for your love, lay down hislifewithout murmur, youfrom
sin'sruinto save; give Himyour heart'sadoration; give
Him the best that you have."

In the book of Romans, the Apostle Paul admon-
ished, "I beseechyou therefore, brethren, by themercies
of God, that ye present your bodiesaliving sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, whichisyour reasonable service.
And be not conformed to thisworld: but be ye trans-
formed by therenewing of your mind, that yemay prove
what isthat good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of
God' (Romans12:1-2).

We must remember the Lord in our youthful days,
when we could be able to move around, spreading the
gospd and doing the thingspertaining to Himvigoroudly.
"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth,
whiletheevil dayscomenot, nor theyearsdraw nigh,
whenthou shdt say, | haveno pleasureinthem; Whilethe
sun, or thelight, or the moon, or the stars, be not dark-
ened, nor thecloudsreturn after therain: Inthe day when
the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong
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by Bibi Shimoon Allicock
Guyana South America

men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease be-
causethey are few, and those that ook out of thewin-
dows be darkened, And the doors shall be shut in the
sreets, when the sound of thegrindingislow, and heshall

riseup at thevoiceof thebird, and all the daughters of
musick shal bebrought low; Alsowhenthey shdl beafraid
of that whichishigh, andfearsshal beintheway, and the
amond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shdl bea
burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his
long home, and the mourners go about the streets: Or
ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be
broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the
wheel broken at the cistern. Then shall thedust returnto
the earth asit was. and the spirit shall return unto God
who gaveit." "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, doiit
withthy might; for thereisnowork, nor device, nor knowl-
edge, nor wisdom, inthegrave, whither thou goest.” "All

thingscome aliketo all: thereisone event to therigh-
teous, and to the wicked; to the good and to the clean,
and to theunclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that
sacrificeth not: asisthegood, soisthesinner; ashethat
sweareth, ashethat feareth an oath. Thisisan evil among
all thingsthat are done under the sun, that thereisone
eventuntoal: yea, a sotheheart of the sonsof menisfull

of evil, and madnessisintheir heart whilethey live, and
after that they go to the dead. For to himthat isjoined to
al theliving thereishope: for aliving dog isbetter thana
dead lion. For theliving know that they shall die: but the
dead know not any thing, neither havethey any morea
reward; for thememory of themisforgotten. Also their
love, and their hatred, and their envy, isnow perished;

neither havethey any moreaportionfor ever inany thing
that isdone under thesun. "L et ushear theconclusion of
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thewholemaiter: Fear God, and keep hiscommandments:
for thisisthe whole duty of man. For God shall bring
every work intojudgment, with every secret thing, whether
it begood, or whether it beevil" (Ecclesiastes 12:1-7;
9:10; 2-6; 12:13-14).

Young queen Esther cameinatimely manner untothe
provincesfrom Indiaeven unto Ethiopiaso that God's
peoplecould be saved by Almighty God from the hand of
thewicked Haman, who had deemed himsdlf tobeagod,
whereby when he passed through the king'sgate daily,
the servantsthat were there had to bow before him, but
Mordecai refused to do so, because he was a child of
God in the way that he was brought up. A man is not
supposed to bow to another man but to Almighty God
only. Becauseasitiswritteninthebook of Matthew where
the devil was there after the Lord had fasted 40 days,
trying to tempt Him to bow before him, but since our
Lord gained spiritually from his Father, Hewas ableto
abstain from thetemptation and told the devil to get thee
hence. "Again, thedevil taketh him up into an exceeding
high mountain, and sheweth him al the kingdomsof the
world, and theglory of them; And saithunto him, All these
thingswill | givetheg, if thouwilt fall down and worship
me. Then saith Jesusunto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for
itiswritten, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
him only shalt thou serve." Inthe book of Exodus, Al-
mighty God Himsalf told Mosestottell thechildrenof Is-
rael that they should not bow downto gravenimagesor
anything or any god but to Him only. " Thou shalt not bow
downthysdlf tothem, nor servethem: for | the LORD thy
GodamajedousGod, visiting theiniquity of thefathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of
themthat hate me" (Matthew 4:8-10; Exodus 20:5).

So coming back to wicked Haman, usually hewas
awayswrathful against Mordecai for not bowing down
to him. "And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed
not, nor did himreverence, thenwasHaman full of wrath.
And hethought scornto lay handson Mordecai alone;
for they had shewed him the people of Mordecai: where-
fore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were
throughout the whol e kingdom of Ahasuerus, eventhe
people of Mordecai.” "And Haman said unto King
Ahasuerus, Thereisacertain people scattered abroad
and dispersed among the peoplein all the provinces of
thy kingdom; and their lawsarediversefrom all people;
neither keep they theking'slaws: thereforeitisnot for the
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king'sprofit to suffer them. If it pleasetheking, let it be
written that they may be destroyed: and | will pay ten
thousand talents of silver to the hands of thosethat have
thechargeof thebusiness, to bring it intotheking'strea-
auries. And theking took hisring from hishand, and gave
it unto Haman the son of HammedathatheAgagite, the
Jews enemy"” (Esther 3:5-6; 8-10).

"Andtheking said unto Haman, Theslverisgivento
thee, the peoplea so, to do with them asit seemeth good
tothee. Then weretheking's scribescalled on thethir-
teenth day of thefirst month, and there waswritten ac-
cordingtodl that Haman had commanded unto theking's
lieutenants, and to the governorsthat were over every
province, and totherulersof every peopleof every prov-
inceaccording to thewriting thereof, and to every people
after their language; inthe name of king Ahasueruswasit
written, and sealed with theking'sring. And theletters
were sent by postsinto all the king's provinces, to de-
stroy, tokill, and to causeto perish, all Jews, both young
and old, little children and women, in one day, even upon
thethirteenth day of thetwe fthmonth, whichisthemonth
Adar, andto take the spoil of themfor aprey. The copy
of thewriting for acommandment to begivenin every
provincewas published unto al people, that they should
beready againgt that day. The postswent out, being has-
tened by the king's commandment, and the decreewas
givenin Shushan the paace. And theking and Haman sat
downto drink; but the city Shushan (where God's people
dwelt) wasperplexed.” "When Mordecai perceived all
that wasdone, Mordecai rent hisclothes, and put on sack-
cloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of thecity,
and cried with aloud and a bitter cry; And came even
beforetheking'sgate: for nonemight enter intotheking's
gate clothed with sackcloth. And in every province,
whithersoever the king's commandment and hisdecree
came, there was great mourning among the Jews, and
fasting, and weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sack-
cloth and ashes. So Esther’smaidsand her chamberlains
came and told it her. Then was the queen exceedingly
grieved; and she sent raiment to clotheMordecai, and to
takeaway hissackcloth from him: but hereceivedit not.
Then called Esther for Hatach, one of theking's cham-
berlains, whom he had appointed to attend upon her, and
gave him acommandment to Mortdecai, to know what it
was, and why it was. So Hatach went forth to Mortdecai
unto the street of the city, which was beforethe king's

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




gate. And Mordecai told him of all that had happened
unto him, and of the sum of the money that Haman had
promised to pay to theking'streasuriesfor the Jews, to
destroy them. Also he gave him the copy of thewriting of
the decreethat was given at Shushanto destroy them, to
shew it unto Esther, and to declare it unto her, and to
charge her that she should goin unto the king, to make
supplication unto him, and to make request before him
for her people. And Hatach came and told Esther the
words of Mordecai. Again Esther spake unto Hatach,
and gave him commandment unto Mordecai;

All theking's servants, and the people of theking's
provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether man or
woman, shal comeunto theking into theinner court, who
isnot called, thereisonelaw of histo put him to death,
except such to whom theking shall hold out the golden
sceptre, that hemay live: but | have not been called to
comeinunto theking thesethirty days. Andthey toldto
Mordecai Esther'swords. Then Mordecai commanded
to answer Esther, Think not with thyself that thou shalt
escapeintheking'shouse, morethan al the Jews. For if
thou altogether holdest thy peace at thistime, then shall
thereenlargement and deliverance ariseto the Jewsfrom
another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be
destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art cometo
the kingdom for such atime asthis? Then Esther bade
them return M ordecai thisanswer, Go, gather together all
the Jewsthat are present in Shushan, and fast yefor me,
and neither eat nor drink threedays, night or day: | aso
and my maidenswill fast likewise; and sowill I goinunto
theking, whichisnot according tothelaw: andif | perish,
| perish. So Mordecai went hisway, and did according to
al that Esther had commanded him" (Esther 3:11-15; 4:1-
17).

We saw herewhat the young queen did: Shedid not
think of hersalf asbeing queen, but shethought of thelife
of all her brethren, friends, relativesand especialy her
cousin Mordecai. Thus, she, her maidens, Mordecai and
all the people of God fasted three daysand three nights,
without eating or drinking anything. ThusAlmighty God
granted avery good favour unto her: because asevery-
oneinthekingdom knew that no one can goinunto the
king except they be summoned. "Now it cameto passon
thethird day, that Esther put on her royal apparel, and
stood intheinner court of theking'shouse, over against
theking'shouse: and theking sat upon hisroyal thronein
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theroya house, over against the gate of thehouse. Andit
was so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing in
the court, that she obtained favour in hissight: and the
king held out to Esther the golden sceptrethat wasin his
hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the
sceptre. Then said theking unto her, What wilt thou, queen
Esther?and what isthy request?it shall be even given
theetothe hdf of thekingdom" (Esther 5:1-3). Oh! What
anawesomeanswer fromtheking. Canwereally fathom
theawesomeness of Almighty God, whenyoureally and
truly put your trust and confidencein Him? Thesongwriter
declared: "O Lord, my God, when | in awesomewonder;
consider all the worksthy hands have made. | seethe
stars, | hear the mighty thunder: Thy power throughout
the universe displayed. Then singsmy soul; my Savior
God to thee: How great thou art. How great thou art.”
The awesomeness of Almighty God enabled Esther the
queento gaintheking'sfavour plushalf of thekingdom,
meaning to grant her wishesto his heart'sdesire. And
Esther answered, "...If it seem good unto theking, let the
king and Haman come this day unto the banquet that |
have prepared for him. Then theking said, CauseHaman
to make haste, that he may do asEsther hath said. Sothe
king and Haman came to the banquet that Esther had
prepared. And the king said unto Esther at the banquet of
wine, What isthy petition?and it shall be granted thee:
andwhat isthy request?eventothehaf of thekingdomit
shall be performed. Then answered Esther, and said, My
petition and my request is; If | havefound favour inthe
sight of theking, andif it pleasetheking to grant my peti-
tion, and to perform my request, let theking and Haman
cometo the banquet that | shall preparefor them, and |
will doto morrow astheking hath said. Thenwent Haman
forththat day joyful andwith aglad heart: but when Haman
saw Mordecal intheking'sgate, that he stood not up, nor
movedfor him, hewasfull of indignation againg Mordecal.
Neverthd essHamanrefrained himsdlf: andwhenhecame
home, he sent and called for hisfriends, and Zeresh his
wife. And Hamantold them of theglory of hisriches, and
themultitudeof hischildren, and al thethingswhereinthe
king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him
abovethe princesand servants of theking. Haman said
moreover, Yea, Esther the queen did let no man comein
with theking unto the banquet that she had prepared but
myself; and to morrow am| invited unto her a sowith the
king. Yet all thisavaileth me nothing, solong as| see
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Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king'sgate. Then saith
Zereshhiswifeand al hisfriendsunto him, Let agalows
be made of fifty cubits high, and to morrow speak thou
unto theking that M ordecai may be hanged thereon: then
gothouinmerrily with theking unto the banquet. And the
thing pleased Haman; and he caused the gallowsto be
made”’ (Esther 5:4-14).

Haman wasthe happiest man because he a onewas
being invited to the banquet that queen Esther had pre-
pared, being haughty and proud with himsealf, not know-
ing it wasto hisdetriment because only Almighty God
knows one'sfuture, and asthe saying goes, that when
you digaholefor others, prepareyoursdlf tofall intoiit.
S0 et us see what happened to thiswicked Haman and
how Almighty God dedlt with the Situation, after theyoung
queen conveyed her supplication and humbled herself,
aongwith her people, praying, fagting, and afflicting them-
selvesbeforeHim. Nevertheless, theking could not deep
becausein hismind something wasnot right. "On that
night could not theking deep, and hecommanded to bring
thebook of recordsof the chronicles; and they wereread
beforetheking. And it wasfound written, that Mordecai
had told of Bigthanaand Teresh, two of theking'scham-
berlains, the keepers of the door, who sought to lay hand
onthekingAhasuerus. Andtheking said, What honour
and dignity hath been doneto Mordecai for this? Then
said theking'sservantsthat ministered unto him, Thereis
nothing donefor him. Andtheking said, Whoisinthe
court? Now Haman was comeinto the outward court of
theking'shouse, to speak unto theking to hang Mordecai
on the gallows that he had prepared for him. And the
king'sservantssaid unto him, Behold, Haman standethin
thecourt. Andtheking said, let him comein. So Haman
camein. And theking said unto him, What shall be done
unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour? Now
Haman thought in hisheart, Towhom would theking de-
light to do honour morethanto myself?' (Esther 6:1-6).

Only thinking every good thing for himsdlf, not know-
ing that he wasthe onethat would be dishonoured and
Mordecai would be honoured beforeall. "And Haman
answered theking, For themanwhomtheking ddighteth
to honour, Let theroyal apparel be brought which the
king useth to wear, and the horsethat the king rideth upon,
and the crown roya whichisset upon hishead: Andlet
thisapparel and horse be delivered to the hand of one of
the king's most noble princes, that they may array the
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man withal whom theking ddlighteth to honour, and bring
him on horseback through the street of the city, and pro-
claim beforehim, Thusshdl it be doneto the manwhom
theking ddighteth to honour. Thentheking saidto Haman,
M ake haste, and take the apparel and the horse, asthou
hast said, and do even soto Mordecai the Jew, that Sitteth
at theking'sgate: let nothingfail of al that thou hast spo-
ken. Thentook Haman the apparel and the horse, and
arrayed Mordecai, and brought him on horseback through
the street of the city, and proclaimed before him, Thus
shdl it be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to
honour. And Mordecai cameagaintotheking'sgate. But
Haman hasted to hishousemourning, and having hishead
covered. And Hamantold Zereshhiswifeand dl hisfriends
every thing that had befallen him. Thensaid hiswisemen
and Zeresh hiswifeunto him, If Mordecai be of the seed
of the Jews, before whom thou hast begunto fall, thou
shalt not prevail against him, but shalt surely fall before
him. Andwhilethey wereyet talking with him, camethe
king'schamberlains, and hasted to bring Haman unto the
banquet that Esther had prepared. Sotheking and Haman
cameto banquet with Esther the queen. And theking said
again unto Esther on the second day at the banquet of
wine, What isthy petition, queen Esther?and it shall be
granted thee: and what isthy request?and it shal be per-
formed, eventothehalf of thekingdom."

"Then Esther the queen answered and said, If | have
foundfavour inthy sight, Oking, andif it pleasetheking,
let my life begiven meat my petition, and my peopleat
my request: For we are sold, | and my people, to be
destroyed, to be dlain, and to perish. But if we had been
sold for bondmen and bondwomen, | had held my tongue,
athoughtheenemy could not countervail theking'sdam-
age. Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto
Esther the queen, Whoishe, and whereishe, that durst
presumein hisheart to do so?And Esther said, The ad-
versary and enemy isthiswicked Haman. Then Haman
wasafraid beforetheking and queen. Andtheking aris-
ing from the banquet of winein hiswrath went into the
pal ace garden: and Haman stood up to make request for
hislifeto Esther the queen; for he saw that therewasevil
determined against him by theking. Thentheking re-
turned out of the palace gardeninto the place of the ban-
quet of wine; and Haman wasfalen upon thebed whereon
Esther was. Then said theking, Will heforcethe queen
a so before mein the house? Asthe word went out of the
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king'smouth, they covered Haman'sface. And Harbonah,
oneof thechamberlains, said beforetheking, Behold a so,
thegalowsfifty cubits high, which Haman had madefor
Mordecai, who had spoken good for the king, standeth
in the house of Haman. Then the king said, Hang him
thereon. So they hanged Haman on the gallowsthat he
had prepared for Mordecai. Then wastheking'swrath
pacified" (Esther 6:7-14; 7:1-10).

"Onthat day did theking Ahasuerusgivethe house of
Haman the Jews enemy unto Esther the queen. And
Mordeca came beforetheking; for Esther had told what
hewasunto her. And theking took off hisring, which he
had taken from Haman, and gaveit unto Mordecai. And
Esther st Mordecal over thehouseof Haman. And Esther
spakeyet again beforetheking, and fell down at hisfeet,
and besought him with tearsto put away the mischief of
Haman the Agagite, and hisdevicethat he had devised
againg the Jews. Thentheking held out the golden sceptre
toward Esther. So Esther arose, and stood before the
king, And said, If it pleasetheking, andif | havefound
favour in hissight, and thething seem right beforethe
king, and | be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to
reverse the letters devised by Haman the son of
HammedathatheAgagite, which hewroteto destroy the
Jawswhich areinal theking'sprovinces: For how can|
endureto seetheevil that shall come unto my people?or
how can | endureto seethe destruction of my kindred?
Thenthe king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and
to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, | have given Esther the
house of Haman, and him they have hanged uponthegal-
lows, because helaid hishand upon the Jews. Writeye
adsofor theJews, asit likethyou, intheking'sname, and
sed itwiththeking'sring: for thewritingwhichiswritten
intheking'sname, and sed ed withtheking'sring, may no
manreverse" (Esther 8:1-8).

So we saw, as the Scripture says, when God isfor
you ho man can be against you. "And we know that all
thingswork together for good to them that love God, to
themwho arethe called according to his purpose...And
hethat searcheth the heartsknoweth what is themind of
the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints
according to thewill of God...What shall wethensay to
thesethings? If God befor us, who can be against us?'
(Romans8:28, 27, 31). Also thereisanother Scripture
which says, "And whoishethat will harmyou, if yebe
followersof that whichisgood?' (I Peter 3:13).
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Oncewe giveAlmighty God the glory, honor, and
praisewhich aredueunto Hisholy name, Hewill dways
betherefor us. Asitiswrittenin theintroduction of the
book of Esther, God's hands of providence and protec-
tion on behalf of hispeople are evident throughout the
book of Esther. Although hisname doesnot appear once,
Haman'splot bringsgrave danger tothe Jewsand iscoun-
tered by the courage of beautiful Esther and the counsel
of her wisecousin Mordecal, resultinginagresat deliver-
ance. AlthoughAlmighty God' snamewasnot written once
inthebook of Esther, yet therewere peoplethereinthe
provincethat feared Him. Thus, their prayer and suppli-
cation and fasting wereheard by Him: whereby they were
saved despitethestuation. That iswhy thePsamist David
declared: "O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto
Godwiththevoiceof triumph. For theLORD most high
isterrible; heisagreat King over al the earth. He shall
subdue the people under us, and the nations under our
feet. He shall choose our inheritancefor us, the excel-
lency of Jacob whom he loved. Selah. God isgone up
with ashout, the LORD with the sound of atrumpet. Sing
praisesto God, sing praises. sing prai sesunto our King,
sing praises. For GodistheKing of al theearth: sngye
praiseswith understanding. God reigneth over the hea-
then: God sitteth upon the throne of hisholiness. The
princes of the people are gathered together, even the
peopleof the God of Abraham: for theshieldsof theearth
bel ong unto God: heisgreatly exalted” (Psalm 47:1-9).

Themighty God, eventhe LORD, hath spoken, and
called the earth from therising of the sun unto thegoing
down thereof. Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God
hath shined. Our God shall come, and shall not keep
slence: afireshdl devour beforehim, andit shal bevery
tempestuousround about him. Heshdl call to the heav-
ensfrom above, and to the earth, that he may judge his
people. Gather my saintstogether unto me; those that
have made a covenant with me by sacrifice. And the
heavensshall declarehisrighteousness: for Godisjudge
himself. Hear, O my people, and | will speak; O Israd,
and | will testify against thee: | am God, eventhy God. |
will not reprovetheefor thy sacrificesor thy burnt offer-
ings, to have been continually beforeme. | will takeno
bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds.
For every beast of theforest ismine, and the cattle upon
athousand hills. | know all thefowlsof themountains:
andthewild beastsof thefidddaremine. If | werehungry,
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| would not tell thee: for theworldismine, and thefulness
thereof. Will | eat theflesh of bulls, or drink the blood of
goats? Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows
untothemost High: Andcal uponmeintheday of trouble:
[ will deliver thee, and thou shdt glorify me" (Psalm 50:1-
15).

O sing unto the LORD anew song: sing unto the
LORD, dl theearth. Singuntothe LORD, blesshisname;
shew forth hissalvationfrom day to day. Declarehisglory
among the heathen, hiswondersamong all people. For
the LORD isgreat, and greatly to be praised: heisto be
feared aboveall gods. For dl thegods of the nationsare
idols: but the LORD madethe heavens. Honour and mgj-
ety arebeforehim: strength and beauty arein hissanctu-
ary. Giveunto the LORD, O yekindreds of the people,
give unto the LORD glory and strength. Give unto the
LORD theglory dueunto hisname: bring an offering, and
comeinto hiscourts. O worship the LORD inthe beauty
of holiness: fear beforehim, al theearth. Say among the
heathen that the LORD reigneth: theworld aso shall be
established that it shall not be moved: heshall judgethe
peoplerighteoudly. L et the heavensrejoice, and let the
earth beglad; let the searoar, and thefulnessthereof. Let
thefield bejoyful, and al that istherein: then shal dl the
trees of the wood rejoice Before the LORD: for he
cometh, for he cometh to judgethe earth: he shall judge
theworld withrighteousness, and the peoplewith histruth”
(Psalm 96:1-13).

Wemust giveunto theLord Hisdueswhich belongto
Him because we were made for His pleasure, meaning
that we do havetolive pleasing and acceptableunto Him,
by doing what He commands. " Thou art worthy, O L ord,
to receiveglory and honour and power: for thou hast cre-
ated all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were
crested” (Revelation4:11). But aswecan seeinthe Scrip-
tures, young, beautiful queen Esther humbled hersalf be-
fore Almighty God and got great results. Thusit can be
done unto us as the songwriter wrote: "It isno secret
what God can do; what He'sdonefor others, Hecando
for you. With armswide open, He'll pardon you." So
brethren, friends, and theworld at large, " Seek ye the
L ORD whilehemay befound, call yeupon himwhilehe
isnear: Let thewicked forsake hisway, and the unrigh-
teousman histhoughts: andlet him returnuntothe LORD,
and hewill havemercy upon him; andto our God, for he
will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7).
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BIBLE

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS

Takenfrom TheHomelnstructor Part | - If you'dlike
toreceiveahard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 13- THE WARRING PHASE
OF CHRIST'SCOMING

QUESTION: What doesChrist ride? What isHe
called? What doesHe do?

ANSWER: " And | saw heaven opened, and behold
awhitehorse; and hethat sat upon him wascalled
Faithful and True, and in righteousnesshedoth judge
and makewar" (Revelation 19:11).

QUESTION: How areHiseyesdescribed? What is
on Hishead? What iswritten?

ANSWER: "Hiseyeswereasa flame of fire, and
on hishead wer e many crowns; and hehad aname
written, that no man knew, but he himself" (Verse
12).

QUESTION: How doweknow thisisJesus?
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ANSWER: "And he was clothed with a vesture
dipped inblood: and hisnameiscalled TheWord of
God" (Verse13).

QUESTION: Whofollowed Him, and how wer ethey
dressed?

ANSWER: " And thearmieswhich werein heaven
(air or atmospher e) followed him upon whitehor ses,
clothed in finelinen, whiteand clean" (Verse14).

QUESTION: Canthearmiesbeidentified?

ANSWER: "Let usbeglad and rgoice, and give
honour tohim: for themarriageof theLambiscome,
and his wife hath made her self ready. And to her
wasgranted that sheshould bearrayed in finelinen,
clean and white: for thefinelinen istherighteous-
ness of saints’ (Revelation 19:7-8).

QUESTION: Towhat arethesaintscalled?

ANSWER: " And hesaith unto me, Write, Blessed
arethey which arecalled untothemarriage supper
of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These arethe
truesayingsof God" (Verse9).

NOTE: Thesaintsarecalled tothewedding before
theplaguesarepoured out and arewith Him when
theL ord fightsunder the seventh plague.

QUESTION: What does He have in His mouth?
What does He do with it? What will He do to the
nations?

ANSWER: "And out of hismouth goeth a sharp
sword, that with it he should smitethenations: and
heshall rulethemwitharod of iron..." (Revelation
19:15first part).

QUESTION: When Jesus comes in thiswarring
phasehow isit described?

ANSWER: "...and hetreadeth thewinepressof the

fierceness and wrath of Almighty God" (Verse 15
last part).
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QUESTION: What will Histitlebethen?

ANSWER: " And hehath on hisvestureand on his
thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS" (Verse 16).

QUESTION: What will theten kingsreceive?

ANSWER: " And theten hornswhich thou sawest
areten kings, which havereceived no kingdom as
yet; but receive power askingsone hour with the
beast” (Revelation 17:12).

QUESTION: Towhom dothey givetheir power and
strength?

ANSWER: " These have one mind, and shall give
thelr power and strength untothebeast” (Verse13).

QUESTION: Withwhom will they makewar ? What
will Hedo? Why? Who arewith Him?

ANSWER: " Theseshall makewar with theLamb,
and theL amb shall overcomethem: for heisLord
of lords, and King of kings. and they that arewith
him arecalled, and chosen, and faithful (thesaints)"
(Verse 14).

QUESTION: How do we know the saints will be
with Christ when Heappear stofight?

ANSWER: "Then shall the LORD go forth, and
fight against thosenations, aswhen hefought in the
day of battle...and the LORD my God shall come,
and all thesaintswith thee (him)" (Zechariah 14:3,
5 (last part).

QUESTION: What day isnear?
ANSWER: " Blow yethetrumpet in Zion, and sound
an alarm in my holy mountain: let all theinhabit-

antsof theland tremble: for theday of theLORD
cometh, for itisnigh (near) at hand" (Joel 2:1).
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QUESTION: What kind of aday will it bewhen the
Lordfights?

ANSWER: " A day of darknessand of gloominess,
aday of cloudsand of thick darkness, asthemor n-
ing spread upon themountains. agreat peopleand
astrong; therehath not been ever thelike, neither
shall beany moreafter it, even totheyear sof many
generations' (Verse?2).

QUESTION: How does Zechariah describe this
same day, and how do we know it isa twenty four
hour day inwhich theL ordfights?

ANSWER: " And it shall cometo passin that day,
that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: But it
shall beoneday which shall beknown totheLORD,
not day, nor night: but it shall cometo pass, that at
eveningtimeit shall belight” (Zechariah 14:6-7).

QUESTION: What will go before Christ and His
army?

ANSWER: " A firedevoureth beforethem; and be-
hind them a flameburneth: theland isasthegar-
den of Eden beforethem, and behind them a deso-
latewilder ness; yea, and nothing shall escapethem*
(Joel 2:3).

QUESTION: What will betheir appear ance?

ANSWER: " Theappearanceof them isastheap-
pear ance of hor ses; and ashor semen, so shall they
run" (Verse4).

QUESTION: Towhat arethey compared?

ANSWER: "Likethenoiseof chariotsof thetops
of mountainsshall they leap, likethenoiseof aflame
of firethat devour eth thestubble, asa strong people
set in battlearray” (Verseb).

QUESTION: What will bethe expression of those
against whom they fight?
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ANSWER: " Beforether facethe people shall be
much pained: all faces shall gather blackness®
(Verse 6).

QUESTION: How concise are the army's move-
ments?

ANSWER: " They shall run likemighty men; they
shall climb thewall likemen of war; and they shall
march every one on his ways, and they shall not
break their ranks' (Verse?7).

QUESTION: Can anyonehurt them?

ANSWER: " Neither shall onethrust another; they
shall walk every onein hispath: and when they fall
upon thesword, they shall not bewounded" (Verse
8).

QUESTION: What other description of them is
given?

ANSWER: " They shall runtoand froin thecity;
they shall run upon thewall, they shall climb up upon
thehouses; they shall enter in at thewindowslikea
thief" (Verse9).

QUESTION: Describetheearth and the heavens
at thistime?

ANSWER: "Theearth shall quake before them;
the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon
shall bedark, and thestar sshall withdraw their shin-
ing" (Verse10).

QUESTION: Whogivestheorderstothisarmy?

ANSWER: "And the LORD shall utter hisvoice
beforehisarmy: for hiscampisvery great: for he
isstrongthat executeth hisword: for theday of the
LORD isgreat and very terrible; and who can abide
it?" (Verse11).

QUESTION: What arethetextsreferring to the
two phasesof Christ'scoming?
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ANSWER: REAPING (Catching Up Of Saints) WARRING

1. Revelation 14:14 - On awhitecloud 1. Revelation 19:11 - On whitehorse

2. Revelation 15:3 - King of saints 2. Revelation 19:16 - King of kings, and L ord of lords
3. Revelation 14:14 - A golden crown 3. Revelation 19:12 - Many crowns

4. Revelation 14:14 - A sharp sickle 4. Revelation 19:15- A sharp sword

5. Revelation 14:15-16 - Reaps 5. Revelation 19:15 - Smitesthe nations

We are fortunate in this day and age that we can view on line some of our churches and the messages they
deliver. A good example is the San Antonio, Texas Church. |f you go onto Facebook Search, type in
Church of God 7th Day SA and you will find many sermons and Bible studies from Brother Jerry Womble,
Brother Tim Buechner and pictured below Brother Mario Cantu. If you don't have a physical church
location to attend, join in on Facebook and watch the church services live, weekly.

[Urtls 00
menwhichiwerelbidden'shall tast&&EE

Porque os digo que ninguno de aquellos
hombres que fueron convidados, gustara
mi cena.

Bro. Mario
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Istithing only mentioned in the Old Testament and
wasit done away with by Jesus sacrifice? What isthe
purposeof tithing? Therearemany questionsaroundtithing
and giving money to the Church and the Bible has plenty
to say about it! Tithing and offerings are mentioned 206
timesinthe Bibleand money ismentioned over 800times!
God knew money would be something wewould hold
tightly to and place alot of importanceon. Let’'stakea
look at what the Bible saysabout tithing and giving 10%
back to God. A study ontithing should help you decide
how you can thank God for what He has blessed you
with.

Theword*“ Tithe’ comesfromthe Old Englishword
“Teogotha’ whichmeans® Tenth”. Andfromthis, Titheis
defined asacontribution to the Church that equalsto one-
tenth of your income or possessions.

Withthat definition, now let’sget toknow Tithing asit
iswrittenintheBible. Todothat, let’stakealook at its
history foundintheBible.

We cantracetithingway back inAbraham’stimeand
hisdedingswiththepriest Me chizedek. In Genesis14:19-
20, “ And heblessed him, and said, ‘ Blessed beAbram of
themost high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And
blessed bethemost high God, which hath delivered thine
enemiesintothy hand'. And hegavehimtithesof all.”
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Thiswasthetimewhen Abraham had successfully
rescued Lot and defeated the armies of thefour kings.
Andingratitudeto God'sblessing, Abram gaveatenth of
his possessionsto Melchizedek. Notethat Abram did
not givethistithebeforehisvictory toinvoke God' sfavor,
but hedidit after thevictory. Hegavethetithein thanks
asaresponseto God'sblessing.

Titheisnot just thesumwegivetothelL ord whenwe
experiencevictories, but it isthe sumwereturnto God
knowing that it is already His. And in doing so, we
acknowledgethat Heisthe ultimate source of everything
that we possessand will possess.

MovingforwardinMoses' time. Herethetithewas
now introduced asalaw. In Leviticus 27:30, 32, 34, it
says, “Andall thetitheof theland, whether of the seed of
theland, or of thefruit of thetree, isthe LORD’S: itis
holy untothe LORD...And concerning thetithe of theherd,
or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the
rod, thetenth shall be holy untothe LORD...Theseare
thecommandments, whichtheLORD commanded Moses
for thechildrenof Isragl inmount Sina.”

The blessings mentioned in the Bible are not just
financid however. After dl theré smoreto lifethanmoney.
Eachtimeyoutithe carefully observe how God blesses
youinevery other areaof lifeaswell asfinances.
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By nature man is selfish. And to get rid of this
selfishness, God made away for usto change our selfish
naturethrough giving. Inthistext, Jesusshowsthe perfect
exampleof obedienceover sdfishness. (Mark 12:41-44)
"And Jesus sat over against thetreasury, and beheld how
the peopl e cast money into the treasury: and many that
wererich cast inmuch. And there came acertain poor
widow, and shethrew intwo mites, whichmakeafarthing.
And hecalled unto him hisdisciples, and saith unto them,
Verily | say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast
morein, than al they which have cast into thetreasury:
For al they did cast in of their abundance...”

Hebrought Hisdisciplesinto the synagogueand asked
them which had given more, the rich man or the poor
widow. Andtotheir surprise, Jesustold them that it was
thewidow.

Thisaccount inthe Bible showsusthat it isnot the
amount of money wegivethat matters, but theamount of
s flessnessyouinvested to obey God'scommands. God
wants us to be rid of selfishness and keep His
commandments. Hewantsusto be moreand morelike
Christ and to support His Church. And as members of
the Church of God, followersof Chrigt, that isour ultimate
goa —toreflect being Christ-like so that otherswill see
Hislight inusand would bedrawntofollow Him aswell.

Wastithing done away withinthe New Testament?
Jesusdid not cometo change God’'scommandments. He
saysthisinMatt. 5:17: “Donot think that | have cometo
abolishtheLaw or theProphets; | havenot cometoabolish
thembut tofulfill them.” HedsosaysinMatt. 6:21: “For
whereyour treasureis, thereyour heart will beaso.”

Inevery blessing orincomethat wereceive, God only
requires usto give back ten percent to Him. And that ten
percent isour tithes. So, after werecelveour salary or
any other income, we should always separatefirst our
tithesfor theLord. It'sthefirst thing we must do before
we budget our money — beforewe pay debts, make a
mortgage payment, buy groceries, or fill our car withgas.

When talking about tithing the book of Malachi is
usually themost referred to book.

Malachi 2:1: “Listen, you priests; thiscommandis
for you! Listen to me and takeit to heart. Honour my
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name,” saystheLordAlmighty...”

What issaid againand againinthebook of Maachi is
the need to give proper honour, worthy honour to God.
God makesit clear, that it’snot about themoney! Itis
about giving honor and respect to God.

What doesit mean to give honour to God?
* A mark of respect by paying tributeto him.

* We honour God whenwegiveFIRST FRUITS, a
sampleof thebest of what wereceive, not theworst, not
thelast remnant.

* Paying atributeisasmuch about HOW wegiveas
WHAT wegive.

* Thewholebook of Maachi isall about getting right
withGod. It'sabout giving Himthehonour that isdueto
Him.

Now, after we give our ten percent and we decideto
givemore, that iswhat we call “offering”. Offeringis
beyond what isrequired, beyond our tithes. Itissomething
that wedo out of our lovefor the Lord Jesus Christ and
for theminigtry or churchthat Heput usin. Offering should
not be an obligation but an expression of lovefor Chrigt.
We should remember Paul’swordsin 1l Cor 9:7: “Every
man according as he purposeth in hisheart, solet him
give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a
cheerful giver.” This means that though God did not
obligateusto give offeringsto Him, Helovesthosewho
decidedintheir heartsto givecheerfully.

Insummary, tithing isobedienceto God'scommand
whileofferingsareareflection of what isinour heart. It
isnot up to usto judge what others give and how they
give, butisupto eachindividual to determinefor
ourselveshow we have given. We should ask ourselves
thefollowing questions. Am| following God's
commands, am | giving my best astithe, andam | giving
offeringswith acheerful heart? | wouldliketo close
thisarticlewith ashort prayer. Lord, | am so grestful
for dl of the blessingsyou have bestowed onme. My
family and thenicejob | had over theyears. | amglad |
can do asmall part to help support your Church and the
work that isdonein your namethroughout theworld. |
pray thisin Jesus Holy name. Amen.
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TRIVIA

Answers found on page 4

1. Jesuswalked onthewater of the (Red Sea; Jordan River; Seaof Galilee). Mark 6:45-56

2. Jesustold the man who was born blind to wash in the (Jordan River; pool of Siloam; pool of Bethesda). John 9:6-
7

3. Jesusmet thewoman of Samariaat (Solomon'sporch; her home; Jacob'swell). John 4.6

4. Thelsradlitesfound twelvewells of water and seventy pam treesat (Elim; thewildernessof Sin; Marah). Exodus
15:27

5. Samson found aswarm of beesin the carcassof the (lion; bear; ox). Judges 14:8
6. (Elisha; Moses; Joshua) was buried intheland of Moab by the L ord. Deuteronomy 34:5-6
7. (Philip; Nathanael; Jesus) asked if any good thing could come out of Nazareth. John 1:46

8. (Elijah; Joshua; Elisha) challenged the prophetsof Baa inacontest to seeif God would answer them by fire. | Kings
18:17-40

9. When Aaron cast down hisrod before Pharaoh, it becamea(frog; burning bush; serpent). Exodus 7:10

10. Samuel'smother brought him alittle (food; lamb; coat) every year when she cameto offer theyearly sacrifice. |
Samue 2:19

11. Gideon'sarmy defeated the Midianiteswith (swords; lamps, pitchersand trumpets, dingshotsand stones). Judges
7:16-18

12. Peter'smother-in-law lived in (Capernaum; Cana; Joppa). Mark 1:21-30
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What MeansTheMost To You?

By David Del_ong

Jesussaid: "Lay not up for yourselvestreasures upon
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thievesbreak through and stedl: But lay up for yourselves
treasuresin heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth cor-
rupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:
For whereyour treasureis, therewill your heart be also"
(Matthew 6:19-21.) Whereisyour heart?

L et'sask somevery humbling questions:. isyour heart
set on doing thewill of God in every situation?Or, isit
only intunewith Hiswill whenit isconvenient?Would
you rather lose some body partsto do thewill of God?
Jesusal so taught: "Whereforeif thy hand or thy foot of -
fend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is
better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather
than having two hands or two feet to be cast into ever-
lasting fire. Andif thineeye offend thee, pluck it out, and
castitfromthee: itisbetter for theeto enter intolifewith
oneeye, rather than having two eyesto be cast into hell
fire" (Matthew 18:8-9). | believethat Jesustaught this
literally; however, there are things we can do to over-
comesininour livesfirgt, such asprayer andfasting, be-
forewe cut off body parts.

| think about thecircuit riding ministersof acouple of
centuriesagoinAmerica. Thetremendous sacrificesthat
they madetotravel tothe outlying settlementsto preach
theWord of God to the settlersthereisastounding. They
usualy traveled by horseback to these settlements. It didn't
matter if they traveled through violent rain storms, cold
weather, threatsby Indians or wild creatures, they were
determined to preach the Word of Christ to these back
woods people. It isshameful that sometimesour broth-
ersand sistersdon't even makeit to church each week.
I'm not talking about those who aretruly ill, weak, or
elderly. I'mtalking about those who would rather eep
through servicesthan attend them. Again | ask: "what
meansthemost to you?'

| dsothink of the men and women listed in Hebrews
chapter 11, of their tremendous sacrificesto servethe
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Lord. Hereweread : "And what shal | moresay?for the
timewouldfail metotell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of
Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel,
and of the prophets: Who through faith subdued king-
doms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, sopped
the mouths of lions, Quenched the violence of fire, es-
caped the edge of thesword, out of weaknessweremade
strong, waxed vdiant infight, turned toflight thearmiesof
thediens. Womenreceived their deadraisedtolifeagain:
and othersweretortured, not accepting deliverance; that
they might obtain abetter resurrection: And othershad
tria of cruel mockingsand scourgings, yea, moreover of
bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were
sawn asunder, weretempted, weredain with the sword:
they wandered about in shegpskinsand goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom theworldwas
not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains,
andin densand cavesof theearth. Andthesedll, having
obtained agood report through faith, received not the
promise: God having provided some better thing for us,
that they without us should not be made perfect” (verses
32-40).

Truly, the Lord and His kingdom meant the most to
thosepilgrimsontheearth. Thegrestest exampleof serv-
ingtheLordwithdl of Hisheart wasthe L ord JesusChrigt.
Firgt John 2:6 reads. "Hethat saith heabidethin him ought
himsdlf dsosotowalk, even ashewaked." Wemust use
theLord Jesusasour exampleinal waksof life. Thejoy
of looking ahead helped the Lord Jesus to endure the
suffering on the crossand to be an overcomer. Welearn
inHebrews 12:2: "L ooking unto Jesusthe author and fin-
isher of our faith; whofor thejoy that was set beforehim
endured the cross, despising the shame, and isset down
at theright hand of thethrone of God."

TheLord and Hiskingdom must be absolutely firstin
our lives. Jesustold usin Matthew 6:33: "But seek yefirst
thekingdom of God, and hisrighteousness; and al these
things (our necessities) shdl be added untoyou.”
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
JESUS-THE SAVIOUR
ScriptureReading: John 8:12-23.
Golden Text: John 8:12 (first part).
" Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, |
am thelight of theworld..."
1. Onwhom did Paul say weareto believe?Acts16:31.

2. What did Peter confessconcerning Christ? Matthew
16:16.

3. How was God's love proclaimed by sending Jesus
into theworld? John 3:16.

4. Was Jesus accused before the peopl€? John 8:37-40.
5. Did Jesustell the peopleof their sins? John 8:43-45.

6. Did Jesuscomeinto thisworldto savesnners?| Timo-
thy 1:15-16; John 10:11.

7. Becausewe are dl sinners, what must we do to be
saved?Acts 2:38-39; John 14:15.

LESSON I
JESUS- THE FORETELLER
ScriptureReading: John 8:24-32.
Golden Text: John 8:32.
" And yeshall know thetruth, and thetruth shall

makeyou free."

1. Didtheevil spiritsknow who Jesuswas? L uke 4:33-
34.

2. Did Jesus know why He cameinto theworld? Mat-
thew 18:11.

3. Did He know what was going to happen to Him?
Matthew 20:17-19.
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4. Did He possess the power to escape from His en-
emies? Matthew 26:53.

5. If He had power to escape, why did He not escape?
Matthew 26:54.

6. Was Jesusthevictim of sinnersor did Helay down
Hislifefor themwillingly? John 10:17-18.

LESSON 11
ABLIND MANHEALED
ScriptureReading: John 9:1-14.
Golden Text: John 9:5.
"Aslongas| amintheworld, | am thelight of
theworld."
1. AsJesus passed by, what did He see? John 9:1.
2. What did Hisdisciplesask Him? John 9:2.
3. What answer did Jesusgivethem? John 9:3-5.

4. What did Jesus put on the eyesof the blind man? John
9:6.

5. What did Hetell the blind man to do, and what hap-
pened when he obeyed? John 9:7.

6. What did the people say to the healed man, and what
was hisanswer? John 9:8-9.

7. What elsedid they ask, and what was hisreply? John
9:10-12.

8. Onwhat day wastheblind man restored to hissight?
John 9:14.

Answersto Ruth on page 23

Across: 3.0bed 5.Naomi 6.Bethlehem 8.Boaz 9.feet
Down: 1.Moab 2.Mahlon 4.Elimelech 7.ephah
8.barley
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON IV

THE RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS

ScriptureReading: John 11:21-44.
Golden Text: John 11:25.

" Jesussaid unto her, | am theresurrection, and
thelife: hethat believeth in me, though hewere
dead, yet shall helive".

NOTE: Jesushad somevery dear friendswhen He
washereontheearth. Their nameswereMary, Martha
and their brother, Lazarus. One day L azarusbecameill
anddied. Thesisterssent for Jesus, and He could not
comeimmediately. L et usstudy the story to seehow
JesushelpsHisfriends.

1. Did Marthahavefaith to balievethat Jesuscould
heal ?John 11:21-22.

2. What did Jesus say to Martha, and what did she
think Jesusmeant? John 11:23-24.

3. What wonderful wordsdid Jesussay to Marthain
John 11:25-26?

4. Marthacalled her sister Mary, and Mary immedi-
ately went out where Jesuswas. What did Mary say
and do when she saw Jesus? John 11:32.

5. Didit trouble Jesusto see Hisfriendsweeping?Did
Jesusasoweep for Hisfriends? John 11:33-35.

6. When Jesuscameto Lazarus grave, what did He
ask themto do? How long had L azarus been dead?
John 11:38-39.

7. When the stone was taken away, what did Jesusdo
and say? John 11:41-42.

NOTE: Jesusdid not haveto say thisprayer out loud
because His Father in heaven knew what Hewasgoing
torequest and would grant it. Hedid it for those that
they might believe.
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8. Hethencried with aloud voice. What wasthiscry?
John 11:43.

9. Did Lazaruscomeforth? Describe L azarusashe
cameforthfromthegrave. John 11:44.

A LESSON EVERY CHILD SHOULD KNOW

How many people would change their acts,
If they were aware of these true facts?
That:

The eyes of the LORD are in every place,
Beholding the evil and the good (Proverbs 15:3).
Wherever you go, wherever you be,
Whether in city, country, or on the sea,
Whether riding a train or up into skies,
Remember the all-seeing eyes!

He sees every deed both good and bad,

He sees many deeds that make Him sad,
Oh, we must be careful, you and I,

And remember the all-seeing eye!

His eye sees all of what we do,

And we will get paid when our life isthrough.
Our works are known beyond the skies,

So remember the all-seeing eyes.
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Sory

Itisseldomonefindsaboy or girl who doesnot like
hisor her name. Asagirl, I acquired many nick names-
somel did not likesowell. Asl grew older, | learned the
thingthat really countsisyour heart; and your name, re-
gardlessof it, will grow charmingif your heart keepsright.

Someforeign names sound strangeto usbut havea
beautiful meaning. Indiansnametheir children meaningful
names, and the children are expected to liveup to their
names.

Do you know the meaning of your name?

A long time ago agood woman named Hannah was
sad because she had no children. Oneday shetold God
that if Hewould give her ason, shewould lend himtothe
Lordal thedaysof hislife.

Finally God granted her request, and she named the
boy Samuel. Samuel means, "asked of God.” When he
wasold enough, hismother took himto thetempleof the
Lord where he served Eli, the minister. God talked to
Samudl inthenight and gavehim messagesfor Eli.

Years ago, in the days of Herod, a man named
Zacharias asked God for ason. An angel appeared to
himand told him hisprayer washeard, and that hewould
haveason, and that hisname should be called John. John
means, "theLord'sGracious." Hewasgresat inthesight of
the Lord, and he turned many people to God. He pre-
pared them to meet Jesus. In those days, an angel also
appeared to ayoung woman by the name of Mary. He
told her shewould have ason and that Hisnamewould
be called Jesus. "Jesus" - how sweet the name sounds.
Hisname means" Saviour." He cameto savethe people
fromtheir sins. Think of it, boysand girls, theonly " Son of
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A WHITE
STONE
WITH A
NEW NAME

REVELATION 2:12-17

God" was sent down from heavento saveus. Itishardto
understand it isso, how Jesuswaswith the Father when
theworld began, how He came asababy, grew up, and
then returned to heaven again to be with the Father. We
must accept thisby faith, for by faithweare saved. Do
you want to be saved and have your namewritteninthe
book of life? Of courseyou do. You will want to beon
theNew Earth, described in Revel ationthe 21st chapter,
wheretherewill beno sickness, sin or sorrow. You will
not want to missbeinginthegreet city, theholy Jerusdem
that comes down from God out of Heaven (see Revela-
tion 21:10). Itisaplacewhereyou can eat of thetree of
life,andliveforever.

Read Reve ation 22:14 to know how you may havea
right to enter into thecity, and to eat of the Tree of Life,
andliveforever.

You will also want to receive the white stonewith
your new hamewritten onit, which no onewill know,
except theonewho receivesit.

Boysand girls, what isyour aim? Jesusis coming
soon. Areyou preparing to meet Him, andtoliveonthe
New Earth? Be prepared. It istoo wonderful to miss.

You canthenrgoiceand say, "Thisismy God. | have
waitedfor Him."

" Children, obey your parents
in all things: for thisiswell
pleasing unto the Lord"
(Colossians 3:20).
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Games and Puzzles

RUTH

Across

3. Ruth'sfirst son's name (Ruth 4:17).

5. Name of Ruth's mother-in-law (Ruth 1:2).

6. City to which Ruth and her mother-in-law
traveled (Ruth 1:19).

8. Relative Ruth met in the field (Ruth 2:4-9).

9. When Boaz was slegping, Ruth went and layed
at this location (Ruth 3:7).

Down

1. Country which Ruth was from (Ruth 1:4).

2. Ruth'sfirst husband's name (Ruth 4:10).

4. Name of Naomi's husband (Ruth 1:2)

7. Unit of measurement equal to 1.1 bushels (Ruth
2:17).

8. Grain Ruth gathered in the fields (Ruth 2:17).
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HISTORY MIX UP

Thefirst column containsalist of famous Bible names.
The second column are things they are noted for. The
second columnismixed up. Can you arrange them so
that what they arenoted for will comeafter theright name?

David Strength
John Wisdom
Methuselah Bulrushes
Mosss Bapti st
Noah Old Age
Prodigal Son Psalms
Samson Ark
Solomon Fatted Calf

GOLDENKEYS

"EveryonelikesNed," said Bob. "It must be niceto
have peoplefed that way about you."

"Do you know why everybody likes him?* asked
Roland.

"WEll, no, not exactly. Doyou?'

"Yes," said Roland. "It'sbecause of hisgoldenkeys."

"Hisgolden keys?| never see him haveany golden
keys. What do you mean?"

"He hasawhol e bunch of golden keyswhich unlock
peoples heartsand let them walk right in,” explained
Roland. " And he keepsthem on awonderful key ring."

"Oh, do tell memore about them!" exclaimed Bob.

"Ononehisgoldenkey is,'Good morning.' He usesit
to start the day right. When he wants something, or is
asking afavor, he usesthe golden key, 'Please’. When
anything isdonefor him, he usesthe "'Thank you' key.
Even afineboy like Ned sometimes makes mistakes, but
againhehasakey tohdphim; itiscaled 'Excuseme. He
awaysclosestheday with thegolden key of 'Good night.™

" And how about hiswonderful key ring?" asked Bob.

"Itiscalled’'kindness, andit bindsall thegoldenkeys
together.”

"How wonderful it would beif al of ushad golden
keyslikeNed," said Bob very thoughtfully.

"And how fineitisthat dl of uswhowant thesegolden
keyscan havethem," added Roland.
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The Bridge

By David Del.ong

Therearesomebridgesinour life
That wemust safely cross;
Oneisupon God'snarrow way
Sowedon't suffer loss.

Another bridgeis God'scommands
That wemust al obey;

These commandsL ord Jesuskept,
TheLife, theTruth, the Way.

A third bridgeistheL ord, Himsdlf,
Who givesusanew birth

So that we can experience

A new heaven and new earth.







