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" Making this year count"
By David DelLong

All of ushavebeen given gifts, or talents, by whichwe
can servethe Lord and one another. Ephesians4:7-8re-
mindsus. "But unto every one of usisgiven grace ac-
cording to themeasure of thegift of Christ. Whereforehe
saith, When heascended up on high, heled captivity cap-
tive, and gavegiftsunto men."

To those who have been given leadership positionsin
the Church, wefind: "Whothenisafaithful and wiseser-
vant, whom hislord hath maderuler over hishousehold,
to givethem meat in due season? Blessed isthat servant,
whom hislord when he cometh shall find so doing. Verily
| say unto you, That he shall makehimruler over al his
goods. But and if that evil servant shall say in hisheart,
My lord delayeth hiscoming; And shall begintosmitehis
fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken;
Thelord of that servant shal comeinaday when helooketh
not for him, and in an hour that heisnot aware of, And
shall cut him asunder, and gppoint him hisportionwiththe
hypocrites: there shal beweeping and gnashing of teeth”
(Matthew 24:45-51).

To everybody in the Church of God, Jesushad thisto
emphasize: " And he cameto Capernaum: and beinginthe
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house heasked them, What wasit that ye disputed among
yourselveshy theway?But they held their peace: for by
theway they had disputed among themsel ves, who should
bethegreatest. And he sat down, and called thetwelve,
and saith unto them, If any man desireto befirst, the
sameshd| belast of all, and servant of all. And hetook a
child, and set himin themidst of them: and when he had
takenhimin hisarms, he said unto them, Whosoever shall
receive one of such childrenin my name, receiveth me:
and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but
him that sent me" (Mark 9:33-37).

Somefolksthink that being aservantto all isreally
being adoormeat, upon which everybody treads. But Jesus
said that being aservant to all makesthat personto be
first of dl and great in God'skingdom. One of our breth-
ren once said something likethis. "I don't careif I'monly
adoorkeeper in God'skingdom, aslong asI'mthere!” In
making thisyear count let'smakeour calling and eection
sure (I Peter 1:10)!

If youfed inyour heart that the Lord iscalling youinto
new servicewithyour giftsor talents, then follow Him
wherever Hetakesyou. For instance, if you fed theLord
nudging you to teach a Sabbath School classthisyear
then do so! Perhapsthe L ord iscalling someyoung (or
old) manto gointothe ministry thisyear. Aswe seeour
ministers, many with grey heads, aging, we need younger
men al so to step up to the platefor the Lord.

In Ephesians5:14-17 the A postle Paul admonishesall
of usby writing: "Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that
deepest, and arisefrom the dead, and Christ shall give
theelight. Seethen that yewalk circumspectly, not as
fools, but aswise, Redeeming thetime, becausethedays
areevil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding
what thewill of theLordis." Andin Colossians4:5we
read: "Walk in wisdom toward them that arewithout, re-
deemingthetime.”

Redeeming thetimeisanother way that we can make
thisyear count. That meansthat we make the most of
every opportunity that theLord givesto us. That includes
making themost of our time, making themost of our en-
ergy, and making the most of our giftsand talentswith
whichwe have been entrusted.

L et usbe praying that the Lord will direct usinto ways
inwhich we can make 2024 count themost for Hishonor
and glory. May we dedicate oursel ves afreshto His ser-
vice. God blessyouto think upon these things!
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THE LINE OF COMMUNICATION

Canyou remember theold crank telephones? There
were so many peopleonthephone, and you didn't havea
privateline. Whenit rang everyonewaslistening to hear
what wasgoing on. | want to speak about aline of com-
municationthat isaprivateline, anditisnever busy. We
have accessto that lineat all times. What one may hear
onthat linedoesn't mean that another canaso hear. Prayer
isour lineof communication to God.

Istherepowerin prayer? I'mgoing to do muchread-
ing fromtheWord of God. | believethat it will point out
tousvery plainly that thereispower in prayer to God.
Thefirst Scriptureisin |l Kings20:1-6: "Inthosedays
was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah
the son of Amoz cameto him, and said unto him, Thus
saiththe LORD, Set thine housein order; for thou shalt
die, and not live. Then heturned hisfacetothewall, and
prayed unto the LORD, saying, | beseech thee, O Lord,
remember now how | have walked beforetheein truth
andwith aperfect heart, and have donethat whichisgood
inthy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. And it cameto
pass, aforel saiah wasgone out into the middle court, that
theword of the LORD cameto him, saying, Turnagain,
andtell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thussaiththe
LORD, the God of David thy father, | have heard thy
prayer, | have seenthy tears: behold, | will heal thee: on
thethird day thou shat go up unto thehouse of the LORD.
And | will add unto thy daysfifteenyears; and | will de-
liver theeand thiscity out of thehand of theking of Assyrig;
and | will defend thiscity for mine own sake, and for my
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servant David'ssake." Herewasaman who God had
already told to set your housein order because hewas
goingtodie. And he prayedto God, and God heard his
prayer because he added unto hisdaysfifteenyears. So
istherepower inprayer? Yes, | believethereis.

DoesGod ddight inthe prayersof hischildren? Lets
turnto Proverbs 15:8. "The sacrifice of thewickedisan
abominationtotheLORD: but the prayer of the upright
ishisddight." Thosewhoarewaking uprightinthesight
of theLord arethe ones God delightsin prayer andlis-
tenstowhenthey pray. Theprayersof thewicked arean
abomination unto theL ord.

How far isthe Lord from thewicked? Let usread
Proverbs15:29. "TheLORD isfar fromthewicked: but
he heareth the prayer of therighteous." Thislineof com-
municationto God isjust for therighteous. Thereisan-
other example of power through prayer in James5:17-
18. "Eliaswasaman subject tolike passonsasweare,
and heprayed earnestly that it might not rain: anditrained
not ontheearth by the space of threeyearsand six months.
And heprayed again, and the heaven gaverain, and the
earth brought forth her fruit." Thisisrecordedin| Kings
17. "And Elijahthe Tishbite, who was of theinhabitants
of Gilead, said unto Ahab, Asthe LORD God of Israel
liveth, beforewhom | stand, there shall not be dew nor
rain these years, but according to my word. And the
word of theLORD cameunto him, saying, Get theehence,
and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook
Cherith, that isbefore Jordan. And it shall be, that thou
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shdt drink of thebrook; and | have commanded theravens
to feed theethere. So hewent and did according unto
the word of the LORD: for he went and dwelt by the
brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And the ravens
brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread
and fleshintheevening; and hedrank of thebrook. And
it came to pass after awhile, that the brook dried up,
becausetherehad beennorainintheland. Andtheword
of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, get theeto
Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there:
behold, | have commanded awidow womanthereto sus-
tainthee. Sohearoseand went to Zarephath. Andwhen
he cameto the gate of the city, behold, thewidow woman
wasthere gathering of sticks: and hecalled to her, and
said, Fetchme, | pray thee, alittlewater in avessd, that
I may drink. And asshewasgoingtofetchit, hecaledto
her, and said, Bringme, | pray thee, amorsel of breadin
thinehand. And shesaid, Asthe LORD thy God liveth, |
have not acake, but an handful of meal inabarrel, anda
littleoil inacruse: and, behold, | am gathering two sticks,
that | may goinand dressit for meand my son, that we
may eat it, and die. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go
and do asthou hast said: but make methereof alittle
cakefirst, and bring it unto me, and after makefor thee
andfor thy son. For thussaiththe LORD God of Isradl,
Thebarrel of meal shall not waste, neither shal thecruse
of ail fail, until theday that the LORD sendeth rain upon
theearth. And shewent and did according to the saying
of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many
days. Andthebarrel of meal wasted not, neither did the
cruse of ail fail, according to the word of the LORD,
which hespakeby Elijah. Andit cameto passafter these
things, that the son of thewoman, themistressof thehouse,
fell sick; and hissicknesswas so sore, that therewasno
breathleftinhim. And shesaid unto Elijah, What havel
to dowith thee, O thou man of God? art thou comeunto
meto call my sinto remembrance, and to Slay my son?
And hesaid unto her, Givemethy son. And hetook him
out of her bosom, and carried him upinto aloft, wherehe
abode, and laid him upon hisown bed. And hecried unto
the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, hast thou also
brought evil upon the widow with whom | sojourn, by
daying her son? And he stretched himself upon the child
threetimes, and cried untothe LORD, and said, OLORD
my God, | pray thee, let thischild'ssoul comeinto him
again. Andthe LORD heard thevoiceof Elijah; and the
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soul of the child cameinto him again, and herevived.
And Elijahtook the child, and brought him down out of
the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his
mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. And the
woman said to Elijah, Now by thisl know that thou art a
man of God, and that theword of theLORD in thy mouth
istruth.” Thisisavery extremeexampleof prayer. Elijah
prayed that it wouldn't rain on the earth for aperiod of
threeyearsand six months. Heprayed againand the L ord
gaverain. Sothereisdefinitely power in prayer!
Wefindin| Kings 18 that the Lord did send rain
again. "And it cameto pass after many days, that the
word of the LORD cameto Elijahinthethird year, say-
ing, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and | will send rain
upon the earth. And Elijah went to shew himself unto
Ahab. And therewas asore faminein Samaria. And
Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his
house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD grestly: For it
was S0, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD,
that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by
fifty inacave, and fed them with bread and water.) And
Ahab said unto Obadiah, Gointotheland, untoall foun-
tainsof water, and unto dl brooks. peradventurewe may
find grassto savethe horsesand mulesdive, that welose
not al thebeasts. So they divided theland betweenthem
to passthroughout it: Ahabwent oneway by himsdlf, and
Obadiah went another way by himself. And asObadiah
wasintheway, behold, Elijah met him: and heknew him,
andfell onhisface, and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah?
And heanswered him, | am: go, tell thy lord, Behold,
Elijahishere. And hesaid, What have| sinned, that thou
wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to
day me? AstheLORD thy God liveth, thereisno nation
or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee:
and when they said, Heisnot there; hetook an oath of
the kingdom and nation, that they found theenot. And
now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijahishere.
And it shall come to pass, as soon as| am gone from
thee, that the Spirit of the LORD shdll carry theewhither
| know not; and so when | come and tell Ahab, and he
cannot find thee, heshall day me: but | thy servant fear
the LORD from my youth. Wasit not told my lord what
| did when Jezebel dew the prophets of the LORD, how
I hid an hundred men of the LORD'S prophetsby fifty in
acave, and fed them with bread and water? And now
thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijahishere: and
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heshall day me. And Elijah said, Asthe LORD of hosts
liveth, beforewhom | stand, | will surely shew mysdf unto
him to day. So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told
him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah. Andit cameto pass,
whenAhab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou
he that troubleth Israel? And he answered, | have not
troubled Isradl; but thou, and thy father'shouse, inthat ye
haveforsaken the commandmentsof theL ORD, andthou
hast followed Baalim. Now therefore send, and gather
tomeall Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of
Bad four hundred and fifty, and the prophetsof thegroves
four hundred, which eat at Jezebel'stable. SoAhab sent
unto all the children of Isragl, and gathered the prophets
together unto mount Carmel. And Elijah cameunto all

thepeople, and said, How long halt ye between two opin-
ions? if theLORD be God, follow him: butif Baal, then
follow him. And the people answered him not aword.

Thensaid Elijahuntothepeople, I, evenl only, remaina
prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophetsarefour hun-
dred and fifty men. Let them therefore give ustwo bul-
locks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves,
and cutitin pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire
under: and | will dressthe other bullock, and lay it on
wood, and put no fireunder: And call yeon the name of

your gods, and | will call onthe nameof theLORD: and
the God that answereth by fire, let himbe God. And all

the people answered and said, It iswell spoken. And
Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one
bullock for yourselves, and dressit first; for yearemany;

and call onthe name of your gods, but put no fireunder.

And they took the bullock which was given them, and
they dressed it, and caled onthenameof Bad frommorn-
ing even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there
was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped
upon the altar whichwasmade. And it cameto passat
noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for
heisagod; ether heistaking, or heispursuing, or heis
inajourney, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be
awaked. Andthey cried aloud, and cut themsel ves after
their manner with knivesand lancets; till theblood gushed
out uponthem. And it cameto pass, when midday was
past, and they prophesied until thetime of the offering of

theevening sacrifice, that therewasneither voice, nor any
to answer, nor any that regarded. And Elijahsaid untoall

the people, Comenear unto me. And al thepeoplecame
near unto him. And herepaired the altar of the LORD
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that was broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones,
according to the number of thetribesof the sonsof Jacab,
unto whom theword of the LORD came, saying, |srael
shdl bethy name: Andwiththestoneshebuiltanaltarin
thename of the LORD: and he made atrench about the
altar, as great aswould contain two measures of seed.
And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in
pieces, and laid him onthewood, and said, Fill four bar-
relswith water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on
thewood. Andhesaid, Doit thesecondtime. Andthey
didit thesecondtime. And hesaid, Doit thethird time.
Andthey didit thethird time. Andthewater ran round
about the altar; and hefilled thetrench a so with water.
Andit cameto passat thetimeof theoffering of theevening
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said,
LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Isradl, let it be
known thisday that thou art God inIsrael, and that | am
thy servant, and that | have done all thesethingsat thy
word. Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may
know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast
turned their heart back again. Thenthefire of the LORD
fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and thewood, and
the stones, and thedust, and licked up the water that was
inthetrench. Andwhenal thepeoplesaw it, they fell on
their faces. andthey said, The LORD, heisthe God; the
LORD, heisthe God. And Elijah said unto them, Take
the prophets of Baal; |et not one of them escape. And
they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the
brook Kishon, and dew themthere. And Elijah said unto
Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for thereisasound of
abundanceof rain. SoAhab went upto eat and to drink.
And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast
himsalf down upon theearth, and put hisface between his
knees, And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward
thesea. And hewent up, and looked, and said, Thereis
nothing. And hesaid, Go again seventimes. Anditcame
to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there
arisethalittlecloud out of the seg, likeaman'shand. And
hesaid, Go up, say unto Ahab, Preparethy chariot, and
get theedown, that therain stop thee not. And it cameto
passin the mean while, that the heaven was black with
cloudsand wind, and therewasagreat rain. And Ahab
rode, and went to Jezreel. And the hand of the LORD
wason Elijah; and hegirded up hisloins, and ran before
Ahabtotheentranceof Jezred."

Wefindinthebook of Actsanother exampleof power
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inprayer. LetusturntoActs12:1-17. "Now about that
timeHerod the king stretched forth hishandsto vex cer-
tain of the church. And hekilled Jamesthe brother of
Johnwiththesword. And becausehesaw it pleased the
Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then
werethe daysof unleavened bread.) And when he had
apprehended him, heput himin prison, and ddivered him
to four quaternions of soldiersto keep him; intending
after Easter to bring himforthto the people. Peter there-
forewaskept in prison: but prayer was made without
ceasing of the church unto God for him. AndwhenHerod
would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was
deeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains:
and the keepers before the door kept the prison. And,
behold, the angel of the LORD came upon him, and a
light shinedinthe prison: and hesmote Peter ontheside,
andraised himup, saying, Ariseup quickly. Andhischains
fell off from hishands. Andtheange said unto him, Gird
thyself, and bind onthy sandals. And so hedid. And he
saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow
me. And hewent out, and followed him; and wist not
that it wastruewhichwasdoneby theangel; but thought
hesaw avision. When they were past thefirst and the
second ward, they came unto theiron gatethat |eadeth
unto the city; which opened to them of hisown accord:
and they went out, and passed on through one street; and
forthwith theangel departed fromhim. And when Peter
was cometo himself, hesaid, Now | know of asurety,
that the Lord hath sent hisangel, and hath delivered me
out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of
the peopl e of the Jews. And when he had considered the
thing, he cameto the house of Mary the mother of John,
whose surnamewas Mark; where many were gathered
together praying. And as Peter knocked at the door of
thegate, adamsel cameto hearken, named Rhoda. And
when sheknew Peter'svoi ce, she opened not the gatefor
gladness, but ranin, and told how Peter stood beforethe
gate. And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she
constantly affirmed that it waseven so. Thensaidthey, It
ishisangel. But Peter continued knocking: and when
they had opened the door, and saw him, they were aston-
ished. But he, beckoning unto themwiththehandto hold
their peace, declared unto them how the L ord had brought
him out of theprison. And hesaid, Go shew thesethings
unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and
went into another place.” Thisisagood exampleof not
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just oneindividua praying but thewhole church praying.
God delivered Peter out of the prison. There wereno
chainsthat could hold him. The gateto the city opened
itsdf. Thismakesmethink of thetimethe Publishing House
was closed, and we were not allowed in it. Anangel
appeared to acertain individual and said, " Go possess
the Publishing Houseagaingt your enemies.” All thedoors
that had been locked and barred with boards from the
inside were standing wide open. Thisisthe power of
GodAlImighty. Someonewas praying for the Publishing
House to be opened.

So definitely thereispower in prayer. Thereisnoth-
ing too hard for the Lord. But he doescommand usto
pray and to believewewill recievethat whichweask.

In Colossians 4:2, we areinstructed to continuein
prayer and to give thanksthat God will answer. Many
timesprayersare not answered in theway that we might
think they should be. When the answer comes, many
timeswe seethat the Lord knowsbest. Another example
of power in prayer isin James 5:14-16. "Isany sick
among you? let him call for theeldersof thechurch; and
let them pray over himanointing himwith oil inthename
of theLord: Andtheprayer of faith shall savethesick,
andtheLord shall raisehimup; andif hehave committed
ans, they shal beforgiven him. Confessyour faultsone
to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be
hedled. Theeffectual fervent prayer of arighteousman
avallethmuch.” Praying for the sick and anointing them
with oil isGod'sway for hischildrento receive healing.
Thereispower inprayer. TheBiblesaysfor theelders
toanoint thesick with il inthenameof theLord. Their
sinswill beforgiven at the sametime.

Another exampleof power inprayer isin Matthew
17:14-21. "Andwhen they were cometo the multitude,
there cameto him acertain man, kneeling down to him,
and saying, Lord, havemercy onmy son: for heislunatick,
and sorevexed: for ofttimeshefallethinto thefire, and
oftintothewater. And | brought himtothy disciples, and
they could not curehim. Then Jesusanswered and said,
Ofaithlessand perverse generation, how long shall | be
withyou? how long shdl | suffer you? bring himhither to
me. And Jesusrebuked the devil; and he departed out of
him: and the child was cured fromthat very hour. Then
camethedisciplesto Jesus apart, and said, Why could
not we cast him out? And Jesus said unto them, Because
of your unbelief: for verily | say untoyou, If yehavefaith
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asagrain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto thismoun-
tain, Removehenceto yonder place; andit shal remove;
and nothing shall beimpossible unto you. Howbeit this
kind goeth not out but by prayer andfasting.” Againthere
isgreat power in prayer if we heed and obey theinstruc-
tionthat isgiventous. Hisdisciplescould not cast this
devil out because of their unbelief. Dowehaveunbelief
that God is able to answer prayer? We need to pray,
"Lord| believe, hdp my unbelief".

| Thessalonians5:17 isavery short versethat tellsus
to pray without ceasing. Doesthat mean that we continu-
ally pray for twenty four hours? No, God doesn't mean
for usto do that, but don't forget that thereispower in
prayer if wekeep on praying, Godwill answer our prayers.

Let usread Matthew 21:22. "And all things, whatso-
ever yeshall ask inprayer, believing, yeshall receive.”
But remember onething, the L ord knowswhat we have
need of beforeweask. In Matthew 6:5-13 wewill find
recorded the model prayer. "And when thou prayest,
thou shalt not be asthe hypocritesare: for they loveto
pray standing inthe synagoguesand inthe cornersof the
streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily | say unto
you, They havether reward. But thou, whenthou prayest,
enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door,
pray tothy Father whichisinsecret; andthy Father which
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But whenye
pray, use not vain repetitions, asthe heathen do: for they
think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be
not yethereforelikeunto them: for your Father knoweth
what thingsyehaveneed of, beforeyeask him. After this
manner thereforepray ye: Our Father which artinheaven,
Halowed bethy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
doneinearth, asitisinheaven. Giveusthisday our daily
bread. Andforgiveusour debts, asweforgive our debt-
ors. Andlead usnot into temptation, but deliver usfrom
evil: For thineisthe kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen."

Alwayskeep in mind that God hasinstructed usto
pray. And he knows of what we have need. Let us
follow thisexampleof prayer becauseitisour lineof com-
municationto our heavenly Father. Theonethat operates
theswitchboard isHis SontheLord Jesus Christ. All of
our prayers are directed to God through Christ. Heis
our great mediator, and Heintercedesfor us. Let uskeep
these things in mind as we continue down the road of
fath.

PAGE EIGHT

LIVING INUNION
WITH CHRIST

BY APOSTLE
HENRY MIRORO
KENYAEAST AFRICA

God created man in His own image, which means
that man was pure before God before Satan deceived
Eve. Therefore, through Satans's deception, man became
impure because he disobeyed God by eating theforbid-
denfruit. So sin cameinto theworld through one man,
and thissin brought death. However, through Hisgreat
mercy, God gave hisonly begotten Sonto save manfrom
hissns.

Dueto that factor, we must not liveinsin. Whenwe
were baptized into union with Christ, we were baptized
into Hisdeath. Thismeansthat weare buried with Him
and sharein Hisdeath. Just as Christ was raised from
death by thegloriouspower of God, weliveanew lifein
Jesus Christ and know that our old being (nature) has
been put to death. We areno longer davesto sin, but we
st together in union with Christ. Read Romans 6:3-6.

Jesussaid, "I amthevine, and my Father isthe hus-
bandman. Every branch in methat beareth not fruit he
taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he
purgethit, that it may bring forth morefruit. Now yeare
clean through theword which | have spoken unto you.
Abideinme, and| inyou. Asthebranch cannot bear fruit
of itself, except it abidein thevine; no more canye, ex-
cept yeabideinme. | amthevine, yearethe branches:
Hethat abidethin me, and | in him, the same bringeth
forthmuch fruit: for without meyecandonothing. If a
man abide not in me, heiscast forthasabranch, andis
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the
fire, and they areburned. If yeabidein me, and my words
abideinyou, yeshall ask what yewill, andit shal bedone
untoyou. Hereinismy Father glorified, that yebear much
fruit; so shal yebemy disciples. Asthe Father hathloved
me, so havel loved you: continueyein my love. If ye
keep my commandments, yeshal abideinmy love; even
as| havekept my Father'scommandments, and abidein
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hislove' (John 15:1-10).

Since we have accepted Jesus Christ asour Lord,
we haveto live in union with Him. We must keep our
rootsdeep in Him, build our lives on Him and become
stronger inour faith. Wemust clothe oursel veswith com-
passion, gentleness, patience, kindness, humility. Wemust
betolerant with one another and forgive oneanother just
asChrist did.

Brethren, | urgeyou to live aswise peopleinthis
corrupt world. " Seethenthat yewalk circumspectly, not
asfools, but aswise, Redeeming thetime, becausethe
daysareevil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but under-
standing what thewill of theLordis' (Ephesians5:15-
17). Therearemany temptationswhich may hinder the
faith of thechildren of God.

Word Keys That Unlock Truth

by Apostle Jerry Womble
(Deceased)

FOREVER meansaslong asathing or situation shall
last; whereas, eternity meansnever ending.

Thefirst exampleisin Ex. 21:2-6. If aperson bought a
fellow Hebrew to be hisservant, hewould servefor six
yearsand then gofree. If that servant had afamily while
workingfor thismaster, he could takethefamily with him
but if heliked working for thismaster and declared that
he wanted to keep working for him then he could stay.
Thenvs. 6 sayshewill servethat master forever but that
cannot mean for eternity as at some point in time that
servant will die; therefore, forever isaslong asthe servant
lives
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Lev. 25:29-30 pertainstoaman buyingahouseinawalled
city. Thesdller may redeemthehouse (that istakeit back)
withinoneyear of itssalling but if hedoesnot takeit back
withinoneyear it will belong to the new buyer forever
even throughout hisgenerations. However, it would only
last aslong asthe life of the house existed. It may be
destroyed by an earthquake, fire or some other disaster;
therefore, forever would end at that time. A housewithin
awalled city could not be redeemed even in theyear of
jubilee. Contrary to that, ahousethat was not withina
walled city, even though it was sold forever could be
redeemed intheyear of jubilee (vs. 31). Again, forever
wasnot for eternity but aslong asthesituationwascdled
for.

Hannah in | Sam. 1:22 declared that she would give
Samuel to the Lord and hewould “there abideforever”.
But theninvs. 28 she saysthat hewould begiventothe
Lord aslong ashelived. So herethe situation of forever
would havelimits.

Findly, in Rev. 20:10the Bibletellsusthat the Devil will
be cast into thelake of fireand will burnforever. Thenwe
look back at Ezek. 28:17-19 and seethat God will creste
afirewithinthe Devil andwill consumehimand hewill be
nomore.

Then we can see Rev. 21 and 22 take place with anew
heaven and anew earth becausethefirst heaven and earth
will vanish away. This, thenisgoing into eternity to be
with the Father and the Son. The spiritual life for the
children of Godwill beineternity but lifeand al thingson
thisearthwill havean ending.

Answer to Abraham Crossword Puzze
on page 10
Across.
4-Jehovahjireh 5-Machpelah
7-Dust 11-Pharaoh 14-Keturah
15-Sarai 16-Sarah 17-l1saac
19-Righteousness 22-Hagar 23-Three
25-Altar 26-Famine 28-Eliezer
29-Laughed
Down:
1-Melchizedek 2-Sodom 3-Lot
4-Jordanplain 6-Abraham 8-Saltsea
9-Ram 10-Covenant 12-Canaan
13-Tithes 17-1shmael 18-Prophet
20-Hebrew 21-Sarah 24-Haran 27-Bera
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Who says puzzles are just for kids? Test your knowledge about ABRAHAM

ACROSS

4 Place called the Lord will provide

5 Sarah'shburial place (23:19)

7 Abraham'’s seed described as

11 Name of Egyptian ruler (12:15)
14 Abraham's second wife (25:1)
15 Abraham’'swife name (12:5)

16 Mother of kings (17:15,16)

17 Abraham'ssecond son (21:3)
19 Abraham'sreward for believing (15:6)

22 Sarah'shandmaid (16:1)

23 Number of divine visitorsto Abraham (18:2)
25 Abraham built thisin Hebron (13:18)

26 Ecological plight in Canaan (12:10)

28 Seward of Abraham'shouse (15:2)

29 Sarah'schildbearing response (18:12)

(13:16)

(22:14)

DOWN

1 King of Salem (14:18)

2 City Lot'stent faced (13:12)

3 Abraham'sbrother'sson (12:5)

4 Land chosen by Lot (13:11)

6 Father of many nations (17:5)

8 Vale of Siddim called (14:3)

9 Animal caught in a thicket (22:13)

10 God's agreement with Abraham (15:18)
12 Abraham'sland of destination (12:5)
13 Abraham paid thisto Melchizedek (14:20)
17 Abraham'sfirst son (16:11)

18 Abraham was called a (20:7)

20 Abraham's nationality (14:13)

21 Abraham'shalf-sister (20:2,12)

24 Abraham'sdeparted country (12:4)

27 King of Sodom (14:2)

Hint: Find your answers
Genesis 12-25

PAGE TEN

Directions: Fill in the crossword puzzle

' with thewords missing from the sentences
above. Match thenumber of the sentence
to the boxes placed across or down the
grid. If filled out correctly, thewordswill
fit neatly into the puzze.

E . ﬂ----
u-‘---

Answers on page 9
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CHURCH ISHARD

Churchishardfor the person walking through the doors,
afraid of judgment.

Church is hard for the pastor’s family, under the
microscope of an entire body.

Churchishardfor theprodigd soul returning home, broken
and battered by theworld.

Churchishard for thegirl who lookslike she hasit all
together, but doesn’t.

Churchishard for the couplewho fought theentireride
toservice.

Churchishard for thesinglemom, surrounded by couples
holding hands, and seemingly perfect families.

Church is hard for the widow and widower with no
invitationto lunch after service.

Churchishardfor thedeacon with an estranged child.

Churchis hard for the person singing worship songs,
overwhelmed by theweight of thelyrics.

Churchishard for themaninsecurein hisroleasaleader.

Church is hard for the wife who longsto be led by a
righteousman.

Churchishard for thenursery volunteer who desperately
longsfor ababy tolove.

Church is hard for the single woman and single man,
praying God bringsthem amate.

Churchishardfor theteenagegirl, wearing ascarlet I tter,
ashamed of her mistakes.

Churchishardfor thesinners.
Churchishardfor me.

It's hard because on the outside it all looks shiny and
perfect. Sabbath best in behavior and dress.
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However, underneath those layers, you find abody of
imperfect people, carna souls, selfishmotives.

But, hereisthe beauty of church—
Churchisn't abuilding, mentality, or expectation.
Churchisabody.

Churchisagroup of sinners, saved by grace, livingin
fellowshipassants.

Churchisabody of believersbound asbrothersand ssters
by an eternal love.

Churchisaholy ground where sinners stand asequals
beforethe Throne of Grace.

Churchisarefugefor broken heartsand atraining ground
for mighty warriors.

Churchisaconverging of confrontation and invitation,
where sinis confronted and hearts areinvited to seek
restoration.

Churchisalessoninfaithandtrust.
Churchisabearer of burdensand agiver of hope.

Churchisafamily. A family comingtogether, setting aside
differences, forgetting past mistakes, regjoicing in the
smallest of victories.

Church, thebody, and the circle of snners-turned-saints,
iswhereHeresdes, andif weask, Heisfaithful to come.

So even onthe hard daysat church—

The dayswhen | am at odds with afriend, when I’ve
fought with my husband becausewe relate once again.
When I’ vewalked in bearing burdens heavier than my
heart can handle, yet masking thepainwithasmileon my
face. When I’ve worn a scarlet letter, under the
microscope. When I’ ve longed for a baby to hold, or
fought tearsasthelyricswere sung. When I’ vewal ked
back in, afraid and broken, after walking away.

I'll remember,
Hehasnever failed to meet methere.
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A BRAND NEW YEAR
by Eleanor Hammond

A brand new year's a splendid thing
For oneto use!
A year to fill with all the things
You wish to choose!

Let's see how many kindnesses
Will pack in there!
Perhaps then at the end we'll find
A well filled year!

Let's put in smiles of folks we know
And of our own,

So thiswill be as bright a year
Aswe have ever known!

Let's share our happiness and fun,
Makefolkslesssad!

WE'll find our year a bit more full,
A bit more glad!

A new year is a splendid gift-
Now we begin it,

Let's stop and think a while and choose
What we'll put in it!

Unscramble The Names

1. Peter isknown also as SOMIN and as CAEPSH
2. Peter oncelived in TSHAEIBAD

3. Peter's brother was named ERDWNA

4. Peter's occupation was that of a RESIHNMFA
5. Peter'sfishing partnerswere MAESJ and NJHO
6. Jesus said He would make Peter a HEFSIR OF
NME
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Sabbath School L essons
LESSON |
PAUL AT ATHENS
ScriptureReading: Acts17:15-34.
Golden Text: Acts17:30.

" And the times of thisignorance God winked
at; but now commandeth all men every whereto
repent” .

1. Who did Paul ask tojoin him at Athens?Acts 17:15.

2. While Paul waited at Athens, what did he see that
bothered him?Acts17:18-21.

3. Withwhat did Paul charge the men of Athens?Acts
17:22.

4. \What did Paul find on Mars hill?Acts17:23.

5. Name seven ways Paul described God or arelation-
shiptoHim. Acts17:24-31.

6. When the people heard of the resurrection, what did
somedo, and what did others say?Acts 17:32.

7.Who werethetwo mentioned that believed thewords
of Paul?Acts17:34.

LESSONII
PAUL AT CORINTH

ScriptureReading: Acts18:1-11.
Golden text: Acts18:10 (first part).

"For | am with thee, and no man shall set on
theetohurt thee..."
1. Paul leavesAthensand goesto Corinthwherehemests
Aquila Tel threethingsabout themanAquila. Acts 18:1-
2.

2. What wasthe occupation of Paul and Aquila?Acts
18:3.
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3. Onwhat day did Paul goto the synagogue?Acts 18:4.
4. Of what did Paul testify?Acts 18:5.

5. What did Paul say to the Jawswhen they blasphemed
hiswords?Acts 18:6.

6. Whose house did Paul enter, and washe abeliever?
Acts18:7.

7. Who was Crispus, and what happened to many of the
Corinthians?Acts18:8; | Corinthians 1:4.

8. What did the L ord say to Paul?Acts 18:9.

9. How long did Paul stay in Corinth?Acts18:11.
LESSON 111
PAUL'SJOURNEY CONTINUES
ScriptureReading: Acts18:12-28.

Golden text: Acts18:23.

" And after hehad spent sometimethere, hede-
parted, and went over all thecountry of Galatiaand
Phrygiain order, strengthening all thedisciples.”
1. What did the Jews do to Paul inActs18:12-137?

2. What wasthereply of Gallio?Acts18:14-15.
3. Who was punished by the Greeks?Acts 18:16-17.

4. Wheredid Paul then journey to, and who did hetake
with him?Acts18:18-19.

5. Did the people at Ephesus want Paul to |leave?Acts
18:20.

6. What did Paul doin Galatiaand Phrygia?Acts18:23.
7. DescribeApollos. Acts 18:24-25; Titus 3:13.

8. WhenApollosspokeinthesynagogue, what didAquila
and Priscillado?Acts 18:26.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

Sabbath School L essons

9. By what meanswere the people shown that Jesuswas
Christ?Acts18:28.
LESSON IV

PAUL AT EPHESUS(Part )

ScriptureReading: Acts19:1-12.
Golden Text: Acts19:11.

" And God wr ought special miraclesby thehands
of Paul" .

1. What did Paul ask the disciplesat Ephesus, and what
wastheir reply?Acts19:1-2.

2. Thediscipleshad been baptized unto John's baptism.
What did it mean to be baptized unto John's baptism?
Acts19:3-4.

3.What did thedisciplesfind it necessary todoinActs
19.5?

4. What happened when Paul laid hishands upon them?
Acts19:6.

NOTE: Tongues means languages. When it says
they spokein tongues, it meansthat they could speak
in different languages. They would be able to min-
ister and speak to many people in Asia.

5. What did Paul speak about in the synagogue, and for
how long?Acts19:8.

6. When the people did not believe and spoke evil of
Paul, what did hedo?Acts 19:9.

7. How long did Paul work with these disciplesthrough-
outAsia?Acts19:10.

8. What did God do through the hands of Paul? Acts
19:11-12.

Answersto Unscramblethe Nameson page 12 -

1. Simon and Cephas 2. Bethsaida 3. Andrew
4. Fishereman 5. Jamesand John 6. Fisher of Men
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Dianawas on her way to Sabbath School, feeling
very happy. Sheworethe new red coat she had received
for her birthday. In her new red pursewasabright, shiny
silver dollar. It was her birthday offering for Sabbath
School. Dianahad saved the pennies herself, and that
very morning her father had given her thedollar in ex-
changefor them.

Each member of her classgave abirthday offering
every year. Theofferingswere"Thank you" to Jesusfor
all theblessingsthey had received from him throughout
theyear.

Dianahad moreto bethankful for than many of her
classmates. Her heart was singing alittle song as she
skipped a ong thinking how glad shewasto giveHimthe
offering shehad saved.

Asshewent by thefruit shop, Dianasaw agirl staring
into thewindow with ddiciousfruit. Thegirl waspdeand
thin, and her head wasbare. Dianafelt very sorry for her
shiveringthereinthecold. Asshe passed by, thegirl turned
fromthewindow. Thereweretearsin her eyes.

Dianastopped. "What areyou cryingfor?' sheasked
gently. Thegirl only shook her head and began to sob.
"Pleasetdl me, | want to helpyou,” Dianaurged.

Finally, thegirl stopped crying and held out her hand.
Initwerefour brown pennies. "They'redl | have," she
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Sory

said sadly. " Andtomorrow isMother'sbirthday, and she's
sick. | wanted to buy some grapes. Mother said she be-
lieved shecould get well if shehad somegrapes, but these
four pennieswon't buy any," she saddened, looking at the
pennieswithtearsin her eyes.

Dianalooked at thegirl, then at the clusters of lus-
ciousgrapesin thewindow. Shethought of the shining
pieceof money in her red purse. It surely would buy abig
cluster of thoseddiciousgrapesfor thegirl'smother. But
itwasher birthday offering. Diannahesitated, but only for
amoment. Then quickly she opened her red purse, and
taking out the money, pressed it into the child's hand.
"Here," shesaid, "you can get abeautiful, big bunchfrom
this. Now tonight, after the Sabbath, you can cometothe
store and get them.”

Thegirl looked at Dianathroughtears. "You'revery
good," shesaid. "I'll takeyour money if you'll takemine,”
she added, and shethrust thefour penniesinto Diana's
hand.

Dianaran down the street toward the church. When
shegot there, shebegan tofeel ashamed of thefour little
brown penniesthat wereadll shehadtogive. "It'stoolittle
for abirthday offering,” shesaidto herself. Themoreshe
thought of it, theworse shefélt. By thetime shereached
her class, Dianawas about to cry. She had given away
her "Thank you" to Jesus and she had only four pennies
for Him. Hewould think shedid not love Him.

She stood outsidethe door for along time. Shewas
standing therewhen MissField, her teacher, opened the
door and saw her.

"Why Diana, what isthe matter?" she asked.

Slowly, Dianaraised apuzzled faceto MissField.
Then shetold of meeting thegirl infront of thefruit shop.

"| wanted the sick lady to havethe grapesand now |
haveonly thefour penniestogiveHimfor dl theblessngs
Hehasgivenmelast year," Dianasaid.

"Why, dear child!" said MissField. "You gaveHim
thegift Helovesbest of al. Do you remember whereit
saysin HisBook, 'Inasmuch asye have doneit unto one
of theleast of these...ye have doneit unto me'?1 think
you made Jesusvery happy by what you did."

Dianastudied amoment, then abright smile chased
away her tears.

"Oh, MissField, | never thought of that. 'msoglad |
gave her my Thank You' money!"
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Love's Lava
Borninavolcan rock surrounded by lava,
from jumping abroad.
wandering off.
afradtomove.
er bothleft the nest,
but I'm still stuck in thiscocoon.
Unableto fend for myself
because | alwayshad ahand to help.
Now that thevolcano isready for eruption,
~ lhavenodiu i to do.
But withol "

My




