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THANKS

Be o God

By Carlo Rasmussen (Deceased)

TheA postle Paul wrote these wordsin his second
|etter to the Brethren who wereat Corinth. Thefull sen-
tenceis, "Thanksbe unto God for hisunspeakable gift"
(I Corinthians 9:15). Paul wrote here of the Grace of
God which abounded in the Corinthian Church of God.
Inverse 11 weread wherewe"Being enriched in every-
thingtod| bountiful ness, which causeth through usthanks-
givingto God." Thissamethought appliesto the Church
of God today, for when we're full of the Grace of God
and receive the bountiful blessings God givesto uswe
givethanks. Thereisaspecial reason why we should be
especidly thankful totheLordinthesetimes. Weneed to
give heed to the thingswhich we have heard, lest at any
timeweshouldlet them dip.

At thepresent time God has seenfit to placetheworld
intheperiod of time called the dispensation of Grace. We
areprivilegedtolivein an agewhen one need not come
through animal sacrificesand ceremonial ordinancesto
reachtheLord God. Thisisthetime, or age, of grace. To
many thisisamystery. Paul writesof itasamystery inhis
writings. God haschosenthisto beasamystery for it will
only berevealed to those who truly seek Himwith all
sincerity and truth. Upon ahumbleand sincere search of
the Scriptures, the Lord will reveal thetruthin Hisown
timeandway. " Study to shew thysdlf gpproved unto God,
aworkman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid-
ing theword of truth” (11 Timothy 2:15). Thisperiod of
"Grace' wherein welive hasbeen misunderstood through
thetricksof Satan himsdlf. Thereisdeception asto what
hasactually been accomplished for theworldandwhat is
expected of theworld. There arethose at one extreme
who claim theunderstanding that inthistime of Gracewe
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do not need to be mindful of the moral code, the Ten
Commandments. They claim the Commandmentshave
been"nailed tothecross.” Ontheother extremethereare
thosewho say wemust dso observetheceremonia laws,
or feast days of the Mosiac Law. Neither of these two
extremesisthewill of Godfor thispresent "age of Grace.”

Thanksbeto God for therevealed truth to al who
sincerely seek it inthe Scriptures. Let usthank theLord,
who has shown amore sure way than that of total law-
lessnessor tota bondage. " Thereisaway which seemeth
right unto aman, but theend thereof arethewaysof death”
(Proverbs14:12). L et usconsider thistruth asweprayer-
fully study the Living Word of God.

Thanks beto God for the comfort of knowing His
Ten Laws of Love continueto remain in effect and as
steadfast and sureasthe Lord Himself. Wearereminded
of thisin John'sfirst Ietter wherehewrites, "Hethat saith,
I know him, and keepeth not hiscommandments, isaliar,
andthetruthisnotinhim™ (I John2:4). TheLaw of Love
istheonly guidefor thelifeof thetruechild of God. John
further writesthat itisa"sin" to disobey, or transgressthe
lawin| John 3:4.

It is from breaking one of the Commandments
whereby sniscommitted. Fromfailingtotruly love God
and our fellow-manwecommit sin. Theonly way tofully
understandwhat sinredly is, wemust gainfull knowledge
of the Ten Commandments. TheA postle Paul confirms
thisin Romans 7:7 where hewrites; "...I had not known
sin, but by thelaw: for | had not known lust, except the
law had said, Thou shalt not covet.” Thissamethought
appliesto al the Ten Commandmentsof God, the Royal
Law. Withinthesejudgmentsisrevealed aso everything
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necessary toalow al mentolivetogether in peace. There
isno other law, with thisendinmind, that hasbeenwritten
which has not aready been covered within the Ten Com-
mandments. Thespiritua guiddinesarepointed out within
thefirst four Commandments, for therein we see how to
show our loveunto God Himsdlf. Herewehavethat "First
and great commandment,” spoken of by Jesus (Matthew
22:38). For any to claim they know the Lord Jesusand
then deny aportion of what Herepresented would besin,
for Herepresented al the Royd Law. If wedeny theLaw,
wethen deny Jesus; and if we deny Jesus, Hewill also
deny usbeforethe Father in heaven. Itisatruesaying
that we do not receive salvation from keeping the Ten
Commandments. The Commandments are our Divine
Daily Guide, whereinismade known the completewill of
God for man. Salvation comesonly through theshed Blood
of Jesus Christ. Should we stumblein our daily walk, or
find ourselves moving astray from God'swill, (the Ten
Commandments), then we humbly cometo God and ask
forgivenessand areunder the Blood of JesusChrist through
the Grace of God. The Grace of God isunmerited favor
wherein all God'schildren are. At thetime God hasfor-
given us, we again becomefreefrom being under theLaw
and maintain oursal veswithin the boundariesthereof.

Thanksbeto God for Hisonly begotten Son, theLord
Jesus Christ, whom He gave because of Hislovefor the
world; "that whosoever believethin him should not per-
ish, but haveeverlagtinglife’ (John 3:16). In Jesus Christ
we havethe center of theplan of salvationfor al whowill
accept Him according to the Scriptures. Before Jesusdied
onthecrosshesad; "Itisfinished.” At that timethelarge
vell inthetemplewastorninto two parts, (Mark 15:38).
Now themost holy placeof the L evitical Priesthood was
opened for all to seeand hereinwasalargerock, for the
ark had already been removed. A good thought to con-
sider herewould bethat rock represents Jesus Christ. He
isnow our priest officiating only withinthe Most Holy
Placein heaven. Here also would berevealed for al to
know that ceremoniesand binding regulationsof thefeast
dayshave passed away.

That spiritua usefulnessof the Levitical Priesthood
was dead for all was now exposed. Now they had be-
comethe mere symbolsof That which they testified to,
theLord Jesus Christ. Now thetime had comewhenthe
Feast of Unleavened Bread isto bethe bread of unleav-
ened sincerity and truth partaken of daily inour livesthrough
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the Scriptureswithin the heart of the believer. Now the
Feast of Tabernacleswould aso becomeadaily spiritua
feast wheretheindwelling Holy Spirit of Godwould abide
within the heart and there in thus emanating from the
believer itsfruitsfrom within the converted heart of the
individual . Our bodies now becomethe"tabernacle" of
God. Pentecost now representsthe beginning of theind-
welling Holy Spirit and wewould dowell to consider a
reminder of Pentecost each timeanew babein Christis
begotten and aspiritud lifeisbegunthrough JesusChrist
at baptism. Yes, dear reader, asJesussaid, "Itisfinished.”
Now weare under theMed chisedec Priesthood with Jesus
Christ asthe High Priest. No more is there aneed to
observetheMosaic Law inthisage.

The age of Graceistruly awonderful age for the
believer of God. Itis atimefor all the nations of the
world to come and accept the Lord in the fashion He
desiresmogt, through ahumble and sincere heart. This
theLord valuesaboveall elsein Hiscreation. Soonthis
agewill cometoanend. Thistimewill havereachedits
fullnessand the age of Gracewill giveway tothe L ast
recorded period of timeinthe Scriptures. Let uscontinue
to pressonward inthispresent timewhereinthe Grace of
God aboundstowardsall in Christ. Thanks beto God
for Hisunspeskablegift.
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When | wasayoung child | recall prayingto Godona
daily basis. Itwasmorelikejust talkingtoHim. | thanked
Himfor candy, for my family, for our house, for my dog,
for my cat, but NEVER for spiders.

| do remember my first religious prayer, “Now | lay
medownto deep, | pray theLord my soul to keep and if
| die before | wake, | pray the Lord my soul to take.”
You know, that prayer never really gave meany comfort
asachild. | evenrecall afew times| laid awakefor hours
tomakesurethat | didn'tdieinmy sleep. Lol. Inmy
opinionthat’saterribleprayer.

Asl got older my prayersbecame more selfish, “ God,
givemethis’ or “fix that,” or even“makemy sistersbe
nicetome.” (Itwasnever, “help mebenicetothem.”)

In my teen yearsit seemed my basic need was* not to
get caught” doing something so my prayersconsisted of
thismainrequest. Andthisisasowhenlifegot busy. So
| developed my own “shotgun” approachto prayer where
| wouldfireoff abarrage of requeststo God whilecurling
my hair with one hand and applying mascarawith the
other.

When | entered my twenties | was faced with real
adult issues and situations. My prayers got serious.
Marriage, motherhood, job, finances. And severa
addictions| didn't discusswiththe L ord very much except
for afew, “forgiveme’s’ fromtimeto timealong with
severa resurrected, “don’t let meget caught,” requests.

Then in 1996 at the age of 33 | came to the end of
myself and for thefirst timeand with my whole heart |
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PRAYERS:
THE LANGUAGE OF LOVE

By BrendaGroves

finally spokeaprayer infaith, “God changeme.”

For thefirst time | wasnot praying for abetter life/
circumstancesor evenfor someoneelse. | did not want
to bemeanymore (John 12:25).

| had prayed at God for all of my lifebut | had not met
God. | had timeswherel experienced His presence or
comfort but again | knew that | had never met Jesus.

So | got down onmy kneesone night and said, “ God
| have heard about You my wholelifebut | don’t know
You. | haveprayedtoYoudl of my life, but | never met
You. Jesus, | am not moving one step until | speak to
You.”

Thisprayer wasanswered instantly (Rev. 3:20).

Suddenly | felt likeahugeweight had been lifted off of
my shoulders. Thenwavesof God'sunconditiona love,
grace and mercy flowed through my entire soul and body.

Then apeacelike | had never known cameinto my
heart and | knew God.

| remember with tears streaming down my face and
with my next breath | said, “God YOU ARE REAL!
JesusYOU'REALIVE.”

For thefirst timel knew God asmy heavenly Father,
asif aveil had beenlifted off of my face. | knew | had
made peacewith Him. | knew that my sinswereforgiven
—all of them. Not just because someonetold me, now |
knew thistruthinmy heart, at that moment. | met Love
and | knew Jesus could save anyone.
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But hereisthe strange part. That iswheremy faith
stoppedinaway. | still found myself asking heavenly
Father to do somethinginmy life. And 1 wasseeing some
of my prayersbeing answered but | still struggled with

many things

Finally, tenyearslater, after being sick and facing a
diagnosisof M S, the L ord brought aBibleteachinginto
my path. Actually, several teachings: “ Spirit, Soul and
Body,” “ You' veAlready Got It,” “ God Wants You Well”
and praise Jesus, “ A Better Way To Pray.”

Long story short, with this correct teaching of the
Word of God | was ableto position myself toreceive by
fathwhat the L ord hasaready provided by gracein other
areas, not only saved fromthelakeof fire..

Within arelatively short time | was healed of MS,
delivered fromadrug addiction and cigarette addiction.

My prayer lifehaschanged from* God do something”
to“Thank you Lord for what You have aready done.”

And by faith | began reaching out and receiving this
“abundant life” that Jesus spoke about in John 10:10.

Now, most of our timeis spent enjoying each other’s
company. John 17:3* For thisiseternd life, that they may
know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
You havesent.”

| haven't arrived but I’ veleft and | want to encourage
youtotakealook at your prayer life. What kind of results
areyou getting? Areyou frustrated? Doyoufed defeated?
Or that your prayersarefalling on deaf ears.” Maybeit's
because you are asking the L ord to do something Hehas

aready done.

Don't settlefor lessthan God' sbest. Why would we
dothat? Jesuspaidforit. | wantital, | don't want to
waste onedrop of Hisgrace.

InJesusname, | pray that everyonereading thiscolumn,
including mysdlf, hastheeyesof our understanding opened
toreceivegreater revelation of what the Lord Jesushas
donefor us, hereonthisearth asitisin heaven.

--Taken from The Post, Texas City
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I n honor
of Abe Lincoln's
Birthday

Vi
WORDS THAT LIVE IN HISTORY

When the battlefield at Gettysburg was dedicated
to the memory of those who had fought and died for
the unity of their country and for its continuance as
aland of free people, Edward Everett, aman of high-
est culture and classic education, was chosen asthe
orator of the day. He spoke for an hour and 57 min-
utes, and all agreed that it was a most el oquent ora-
tion. After that a dirge was sung. Then came the
dedicatory address by the president of the United
Sates.

Abraham Lincoln rose with all the dignity of
hishonest natureand of hishigh office, and stepped
to the front of the platform. A hush came upon the
multitude as they looked at his kindly face, deeply
lined and weary with the burdens of the war years.
He spokefor about two minutes. Everett'sgreat ora-
tion is forgotten, but Lincoln's Gettysburg Address
livesin the hearts of the American people, and will
live as long as there are people on the earth who
believe in government " of the people, by the people,
and for the people.”

Do you wonder, then, that in a supreme sense
the words of Jesus Christ have lived through the
centuriesin the hearts of all right-thinking people?
Do you wonder that people said of Jesus, " No man
spakelikethisMan." Hisfaceradiated Hislovefor
men, and Hecarried on Hisheart their sinsand sor-
rows.
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A TributeToAbraham Lincoln

By David Del_ong

Abraham Lincolnwasborn on February 12, 1809in
asmall log cabinin Hardin County, Kentucky to Thomas
and Nancy HanksLincoln. Lincoln had an older sister
named Sarah, and ayounger brother, Thomas, who died
ininfancy. TheLincolnfamily moved from Kentucky to
Indianain 1816. Lifefor "Abe" wasquitehard. When he
wasonly eight yearsold heused an ax to cut wood onthe
frontier. In 1818 Abe'smother, Nancy, died of the"milk
sickness' probably caused by the contaminated milk from
cowswhich had eaten snakeroot. Abe entered atime of
sorrow and loneliness.

Thomas Lincoln made atrip back to Kentucky, mar-
rying awidow named Sarah Bush Johnston, in 1819. She
brought along her three childreninto themarriage. This
eased Abe'sloneliness. When Abe and Sarah, hissister,
were not needed at homethey attended school inalog
building. Abe had |essthan ayear'sschooling but hecould
read, write, and cipher to the rule of three. He would
travel long distancesto borrow abook to read.

WhenAbewas 14, Thomasand Sarah Bush Lincoln
joined the Pigeon Creek Baptist Church. A number of
denominationsat that time had bitter rivalry against each
other. That may havebeenthereasonthat Abenever joined
achurch nor attended servicesregularly. However, Abe
wasavery religious person with agood knowledge of the
Bible. His speeches and writings contained anumber of
referencesto the Bible. When he became President he
kept acopy of the Bibleon hisdesk and read it frequently
for guidance and comfort. Though Abewasareligious
person, he may not have become atrue Christian until
about threeweeks before hisdeath.

In 1830 the Lincolnsmoved to therich, black soiled
prairiesof lllinois. Though Abewasnow 21, and could
beindependent, he stayed with hisfather until hewas 22
beforestriking out on hisown. Hebeganlifeon hisownin
thelittlevillageof New Sdem, lllinois. Heserved agtintin
the Black Hawk war, becoming a captain, then ran for
thegatelegidature, being defested. Hebecame part owner
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of astorein New Sdem, but theventureonly brought him
into debt. After hisco-owner died in 1835, it took Abe
several yearstowork hisway out of debt. But thisaction
hel ped earn him the nick name of "Honest Abe.”

Besides being co-owner of thestorein New Salem,
Abe was appointed as postmaster of New Salem, and
wasal so deputy county surveyor, ajob for which hestud-
ied hard. During thistime period he knew agirl by the
name of Ann Rutledge. Anndied in 1835, leaving Abe
grief stricken.

Aberanagainfor thelllinoisstatelegidature, thistime
asaWhig. Hewon, and served about eight yearsonthe
[llinois General Assembly. Here he met the Democratic
legislator known as Stephen A. Douglas. During Abe's
timeasstatelegidator he helped in the establishment of
the Bank of Illinoisandin adopting aplan for railroads
and canal's, which plan broke down after the Panic of
1837. Whileinthelegidature, Abe spokeout ontheevils
of davery.

In 1834 Abe began his study of law whichin 1836
alowed himto becomealawyer. Heheld positionswith
other lawyersuntil hecameinto partnershipwithWilliam
H. Herndonwhich heheld even after hewase ected Pres-
dent of the United States. Whilelivingin Springfield, 11li-
noisAbe met, and married, Mary Todd who was from
Kentucky. They had astormy, but loving, marriage pro-
ducing four sons, Robert Todd, Edward Baker, William
Wallace, and Thomas (Tad). Three of thefour sonsdied
when still young. Abe and Mary remained married until
Abe'sdeath.

Lincolnran for Congressin 1843 and 1844, losing
thennomination both times. Hethen worked to elect Whig
candidate Henry Clay for president. In 1846 Abe was
nominatedtotheU. S. House of Representatives, taking
hisseat therein 1847 and serving oneterm until 1849. He
then returned to Springfield where heresumed hisprac-
tice of law. Hebecame aprosperous|awyer.

Theissue of slavery brought Abe back into palitics.
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Thisbrought himinto rivalry with Stephen A. Douglas
who supported the Kansas-NebraskaAct which would
alow territoriesto decidefor themselvesif they wanted
davery or not.

In 1856 Lincoln joined the newly formed Republican
Party which wasan anti-davery party. Heworked to get
John C. Fremont elected as president, which failed. In
1858 Lincolnand StephenA. Douglasran for the Senate
of the U.S. They both engaged in what hasbecomeknown
asthe Lincoln-Douglas debates, anumber of debatesin
[llinois, centering around theissueof davery. Douglaswas
elected to the Senate, but Abe had gained enough na-
tional attention that hewas el ected to the presidency in
1860.

God'shand in history issometimesso well documented
that it becomesobvious. SuchisthecasewithAbraham
Lincoln'selection as President of the United States. Even
before Lincoln took office, South Carolinahad seceded
fromthe Union, and by thetime Lincoln did take office
six more southern states had left the Union. Four more
southern statesfollowed suit.

Though it may not have been obviousat thetime, the
Lord allowed Lincoln, asPresident, to lead the United
Statesthrough four yearsof Civil War, and allowed him
toissue the Emancipation Proclamation which hel ped set
the stagefor theelimination of davery intheU.S. Abe,
however, was assassinated by a southern sympathizer
named John Wilkes Booth onApril 14, 1865.

--from the WorId__Beak Encyclopedia

TR

“AND IN THE END,

ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S CREED

| believein God, the Almighty Ruler of Nations,
our good and merciful Maker, our Father in Heaven,
who notes the fall of a sparrow and numbers the
hairs of our heads, | believe in His eternal truth
and justice...

| recognize the sublime truth announced in the
Holy Scripture and proven by all history that those
nations only are blest whose God is the Lord.

| believe that it is the duty of nations as well as
of men to own their dependence upon the overrul-
ing power of God and to include the influence of
His Holy Spirit to confess their sins and transgres-
sionsin humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that
genuinerepentancewill lead to mercy and pardon...

| believe that the Bible is the best gift which
God has ever given to man. All the good from the
Saviour of theworld iscommunicated to usthrough
this Book.

| believe that the will of God prevails. Without
Him all human reliance is vain. Without the assis-
tance of that Divine Being | cannot succeed. With
that assistance | cannot fail.

Being a humble instrument in the hands of our
Heavenly Father, | desirethat all my worksand acts
may be according to Hiswill; and that it may be so,
| give thanksto the Almighty, and seek His aid.

=

IT’'S NOT THE |

YEARS IN YOUR LIFE THAT COUNT.

IT'S THE LIFE IN YOUR YEARS.”

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
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By
David Royer

IME
m n G | C | Qn
Before Jesus' sascension to Heaven, He commanded
HisApostlesto, “Go yetherefore, and teach al nations,
bapti zing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of theHoly Ghost” (Matthew 28:19), and, “But ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost iscome
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in

Jerusdem, andin al Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of theearth” (Acts1:8).

Jesus's* Great Commission” sent one of the Seven,
Philip the Evangelist, a so known as Philip the Deacon
(Acts21:8) to Samaria. The Samaritanswereconsidered
outcagsfrom Jewish society, mixing biblicd teachingsfrom
thefive Booksof Moseswith paganism.

Whileevangdizing in Samaria, Philip met areligious
leader known as Simonthe Magician.

Acts8:9-11 givesusagreat description of Simon. “But
therewasacertain man, called Simon, which beforetime
inthe same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people
of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one:
Towhomthey dl gaveheed, fromtheleast tothegreatest,
saying, Thismanisthegreat power of God. Andtohim
they had regard, because that of long time he had
bewitched themwith sorceries.”

In addition to performing miracles, Philip gained
followers with the proclamations that Jesus was the
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Messiah and that His Kingdom would come. “ And the
peoplewith oneaccord gave heed unto thosethingswhich
Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracleswhich he
did. For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, cameout
of many that were possessed with them: and many taken
with palsies, and that werelame, werehealed. Andthere
wasgregt joy inthat city” (Acts8:6-8). Many Samaritans
werebaptized by Philip, including Simon, theMagician.

Good newstravelsfast. TheapostlesPeter and John
went to Samariatofurther ingtruct thenew converts. They
aso“laid handsonthem” and prayed for those baptized
toreceivetheHoly Spirit (Acts8:17-19). Now when
Simon saw that authentic Christianity also involved
receiving the Spirit of God, hewanted that gift. So, Simon
offered the apostles money if they would give him

this power.

The apostlesrejected Simon asaman of bitterness.
Peter rebuked Simon, tellinghim: “.... Thy money perish
with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God
may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither part
nor lotinthismatter: for thy heartisnot right inthesight of
God. Repent therefore of thisthy wickedness, and pray
God, if perhapsthethought of thine heart may beforgiven
thee” (Acts8:20-22).

We can makeacoupleof assumptions: 1. By acquiring
thisgift, Simonthought hewould beableto enrich himself
by sellingit to othersfor agood price, ashe probably did
with hismagic. Hewould beableto regain hisprestige of
having the perceived power of God, which wasnow at
stake, and 2. Simon was not truly converted. Thestory
of Simon, the Magician endshere. The Bibledoesnot
tell usif Simon ever did repent. Thelessonsfor usto
keepinmind arethat the giftsof God cannot be purchased,
and that God knowsour heartsand intentions.

Consider these questionsand answers by David the
Psalmigt: “Who shdl ascendinto thehill of theLORD?or
who shall standin hisholy place?

“Hethat hath clean hands, and apure heart; who hath not
lifted up hissoul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully” (Psalm
24:3-4).
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BIBLE

QUESTONSANDANSWERS

Takenfrom TheHome Instructor Part | - If you'dliketo
receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

PART 3- SOME SYMBOL SOF PROPHECY
Question: What isthemeaning of awomanin prophecy?

Answer: "For | amjedousover youwithgodly jealousy:
for | have espoused you to one husband, that | may present
you (thechurch) asachagtevirginto Chrigt” 11 Corinthians
11:2.

Question: What isthe meaning of seaor water?

Answer: "And hesaith unto me, Thewaterswhichthou
sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and
multitudes, and nations, and tongues' Revelation 17:15.

Question: What isthe meaning of abeast?

Answer: "Theramwhich thou sawest having two horns
arethekings (or powers) of Mediaand Persia. And the
rough goat istheking (power) of Grecid' Danid 8:20-21

first part.
Question: What isthemeaning of horns?
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Answer: "...andthegreat hornthat isbetween hiseyesis
thefirg king (Alexander). Now that being broken, whereas
four (horns) stood up for it, four kingdoms (originated by
thefour generalsof Alexander'sarmy) shall stand up out
of thenation, but not in his (Alexander's) power” Verse
21 |ast part and 22.

NOTE: The four generals of Alexander divided the
kingdom among them after the death of Alexander. Horns
inprophecy therefore mean morethan onenationworking
together. The Ram had two horns, Mediaand Persia.

Question: What isthe meaning of adragon?

Answer: "And thegreat dragon was cast out, that old
serpent, caled the Devil, and Satan” Revelation 12:9first
part.

Question: What isthemeaning of atime?

Answer: "That they shdl drivethee (Nebuchadnezzar)
from men, and thy dwelling shal bewiththebeastsof the
field, and they shall maketheeto eat grassasoxen, and
they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven
timesshall passover thee, till thou know that the most
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to
whomsoever hewill...Andthey shdl drivetheefrom men,
and they dwelling shall bewith the beasts of thefield:
they shall maketheeto eat grassas oxen, and seventimes
shall passover thee, until thou know that the most High
rulethinthekingdom of men, and givethit towhomsoever
hewill" Danid 4:25, 32.

NOTE: Theword"time" intheseversesrefer to ayear
according to the Hebrew derivation from Strong's
Concordance.

Question: How many daysarein oneof God'smonths?

Answer: "Inthesix hundredth year of Noah'slife, inthe
second month, the seventeenth day of themonth, thesame
day wereall thefountains of the great deep broken up,
and thewindowsof heaven were opened" Genesis7:11.

"And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the
seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of
Ararat" Genesis8:4. "Andthewatersprevailed uponthe
earth an hundred andfifty days' Genesis7:24.

NOTE: Fromthe seventeenth day of the second month
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tothe seventeenth day of the seventh monthisexactly five
months. Thewaters prevailed for an hundred and fifty
days. Divide onehundred and fifty by 5and youwill find
that there are exactly 30 daysto each month.

Question: How long would atime, times, and ahalf a
timebe?

Answer: "Sinceatimeisayear, timeswould be two
years, ahalf atimewould be haf ayear or atota of three
and onehalf years. Thiswould beequivaent toforty and
two months. Using 30 daysto the month theanswer is
1260 days.

Question: How longis aprophetic day?

Answer: "After the number of the daysin which ye
searched theland, even forty days, each day for ayear,
shdl yebear your iniquities, evenforty years, andyeshall
know my breach of promise” Numbers 14:34.

" And when thou hast accomplished them, lieagainonthy
right side, and thou shalt bear theiniquity of the house of
Judahforty days. | have appointed thee each day for a
year" Ezekid 4:6.

Question: What isthe meaning of asickle?

Answer: "And| looked, and behold awhitecloud, and
upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having
on hishead agolden crown, andin hishand asharp sickl€"
Revelaion14:14

"Andthen shdl hesend hisangels, and shall gather together
hiseect from thefour winds, from the uttermost part of
the earth to the uttermost part of heaven”" Mark 13:27.

Question: What isthe meaning of the Seaof Glass?

Answer: "And| saw asit wereaseaof glassmingled
with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the
beast, and over hisimage, and over hismark, and over
thenumber of hisname, stand on the seaof glass, having
the harpsof God" Revelation 15:2.

"And hecarried meaway inthespirittoagreat and high
mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having
theglory of God: and her light waslike unto astone most
precious, even like ajasper stone, clear as a crystal;
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(glass)...And thebuilding of thewall of it wasof jasper:
andthecity waspuregold, likeunto clear glass...And the
twelve gatesweretwelve pearls; every severa gatewas
of onepearl: andthestreet of the city waspuregold, as
it weretransparent glass’ Revelation 21:10-11, 18, 21.

Question: What isthemeaning of theLamb?

Answer: "Thenext day John seeth Jesus coming unto
him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away thesinof theworld" John 1:29.

Question: What isthemeaning of the seven trumpets?

Answer: "Andl saw theseven angel swhich stood before
God; and to them were given seven trumpets...And the
seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared
themsealvesto sound. Thefirst angel sounded, and there
followed hail and firemingled with blood, and they were
cast upon theearth: and thethird part of treeswasburnt
up, andal green grasswasburnt up" Revelation 8:2, 6-7.

NOTE: Astheseseven angelshold these seven trumpets
they areholding thesevenlast plagues; and, aseach sound
their trumpet it isthe pouring out of that plague.

Question: What isthemeaning of thesevenvias?

Answer: "Andoneof thefour beastsgave unto theseven
angelsseven golden viasfull of thewrath of God, who
liveth for ever and ever. And thetemplewasfilled with
smokefromtheglory of God, and from hispower; and
no man was ableto enter into thetemple, till the seven
plaguesof thesevenangd swerefulfilled" Revelation 15:7-
8.

NOTE: Thesevenangelsholding thesevenvialsare
holding the seven last plaguesand each angel hascontrol
over that plague.

Question: What isthemeaning of angel or angels?

Answer: AccordingtotheDavisDictionary of theBible,
Fourth Revised Edition, an angel isamessenger or a
minister. Asacelestia being they arealittle higher than
man (Hebrews 2:7) and are sent to bring messages to
and minister tothe peopleof theearth. Asministersin our
churches they are spoken of in Revelation 1:20,
2:1,8,12,18.
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Simon Peter, the apostle, was one of the most
outstanding charactersat the beginning of the Gospd and
oneof theclosest disciplestotheLord JesusChrigt. Rough
in persondity, perhapsbecause of hisjob asafisherman,
but full of many qualities: impulsivebut nobleat thesame
time, knowledgeable, humble and obedient; Hewasa
very observant man which helped him to perceivethe
greatness and majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ, and be
abletoidentify Him asthe Son of God withthehelp of the
heavenly Father. (Matthew 16:16).

Peter always exhibited a great respect and fear
towardsthe Lord Jesus Christ, who in turn sought him
much and made him participatein many particular events
inthecompany of other discipleslikeAndrew, Jamesand
John.

Hewas called by the L ord to witnessthat event of the
Transfiguration on the high Mount. (Matthew 17:1),
together with Jamesand John.

OntheMount of Olives. (Mark 13:3), theLord talked
tothem separately.

In Gethsemane. (M atthew 26:37); Peter was one of
thosewho saw the Lord Jesusin hissuffering beforehis
crucifixion,

When Jesusheded ayoung girl, heallowed only Peter,
James, and John to enter into the house where shewas,
(Luke 8:51-56). Thismay be seen asamystery, or asif
the Lord made adistinction among hisdisciples; but the
Lord alwayshad areason, He had aplan for Peter, just
asHehasaplanfor al of us.

Peter wasthe onewho knelt beforethe Lord in great
awe as he recognized His majesty, when hisnetswere
filled withamultitude of greet fish. (Luke5:8).

It was Peter and John whom the Lord commanded to
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preparethe Passover (Luke 22:8). And it was Peter, who
knowing his master'smaj esty did not want him to wash
hisfeet. (John 13:6-8). Hedid not understand many things
yet. And although it was he who wept much for having
denied threetimesbeingadiscipleof Jesus, it wasprecisdy
hewho hours before had cut off an ear of the servant of
the Pontiff for defending hisLord and Master. Thiswould
seemto beanincongruity inthe courageous character of
Peter; but | et usreflect the same may happentoal of us.
Let usnot |ook at Peter's human tendencies, but let us
learnfrom him, for it might happen that in someway we
weredenying our Lord too.

L et usremember thewords of the apostle Paul in Titus
1:16, “ They professthat they know God; but inworks

they deny him...”
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by Jerry Womble

CROWNS-Welearnthat the crown hasdifferent
meaningsand hasvaried Stuationsinthe Bible. Thoseof
the country of Moab magnified themsalvesinstead of God
and destruction came upon them even to the crown of
their head, or that isto the top of the head, devouring
them completely.

In Lamentations 5 we find the distress of Israel
lamenting their shortcomingsand confessing themto God
andinreferring to their crownthat hasfallen, or that is
they havelost al power and authority, and have become
sarvantsto strangersand dliens. Wetoday needtoredlize
that God isin control and can set up powers and take
down powersto fit Hisongoing plan for Jesusto return.

Thenext crown | seeisthe crown of thornsthat was
put on Jesus' shead. The purpose of that crown was so
they could mock Him astheking of the Jewsandto hit it
with a reed to drive the thorns into His scalp. The
executionersof that day andtimelikedtoinflict asmuch
pain and suffering on those being crucified asthey could
beforethey were placed on the cross.

TheA postle Paul comparesan athlete competing for
thecrown of winning arace, to usrunning theracewanting
thecrown of lifeinstead of the corruptiblecrownfor self-
glory. Inthelast daysof hislife Paul remindsusthat he
had fought agood fight and run agood race and knew
because of that God had acrown laid up for him. He
sayshewill receiveit at the coming of Jesus, and wethat
love Jesus's coming will receive acrown also. James
calsthisthecrownof life. Itisthesamecrown that the
church a Smyrnawaspromisedif they remained faithful
until they died.

Findly, when Jesuscomesfor thesaintsin Revelation
14, Heiswearing asingle crown asHeiscoming for one
peopl e, thosewho have taken Him astheir savior. Hold
fast toyour faith, endureto theend and receivethat crown,
then wewill becomekingsand priestsin Jesus' s soon

coming kingdom.
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Forgiveness

by Sister Makeda Richards
Grenada, West I ndies

Haveyou ever felt deeply betrayed, hurt, or angered
by someone?

You fedl the bitternessin your heart because of how
you' ve beenwronged.

It'slike pain that seeksvengeance, an eyefor an eye,

But thelogical part of you knowsthat for youto truly
live, that pain hastodie.

Wl that’swhen you think of forgiveness,

Only God can create such aquality giving your soul
camness,

Itisan easeinyour heart that relieves grudges,

And ahealing that allowsyou to open up again and to
spiritudly flourish.

To makeforgivenesseasier for you,
Think about how you have sinned against God, too.

Furthermore, you should no longer hold a grudge
agangt another,

Remember, God no longer holds us accountable and
with our past he does not bother.

Infact, God forgivesusas much asweforgiveinall
honesty,

Sowehavetolet go of any of our heart’sanimosity.

Letti_ng go will open us to blessings and spiritual
prosperity,

And grant usachanceto bein God' skingdomfor eternity.
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The Gentiles

By David Del_ong

Basicaly, any group of peoplewho arenot I sraglites,
Jews, or Hebrews, are known as Gentiles. So, we could
probably say that Adam and Eve, and their descendants
down to possibly Shem, were known as Gentiles. Asa
matter of fact, some of Japheth'sdescendants, aslistedin
Genesis10:2-5aregiven asbeing Gentiles. "Thesons of
Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and
Tubal, and M eshech, and Tiras. And the sons of Gomer;
Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. And the sons of
Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. By
theseweretheidesof the Gentilesdivided intheir lands;
every oneafter histongue, after their families, intheir na-
tions"

Inthe book of Judgeswefind astory wherethe chil-
dren of Israel were delivered from their enemy by
Deborah, aprophetess. Chapter 4:1-7 informsus. "And
thechildrenof Isradl againdidevil inthesght of theLORD,
when Ehudwasdead. Andthe LORD sold themintothe
hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; the
captain of whose host was Sisera, which dwelt in
Harosheth of the Gentiles. And the children of Israel cried
unto the LORD: for he had nine hundred chariotsof iron;
and twenty yearshe mightily oppressed the children of
Israel. And Deborah, aprophetess, thewifeof Lapidoth,
shejudged Israel at that time. And she dwelt under the
pamtreeof Deborah between Ramah and Bethd inmount
Ephraim: and the children of Israel came up to her for
judgment. And she sent and called Barak the son of
Abinoam out of Kedeshnaphtali, and said unto him, Hath
not the LORD God of Israel commanded, saying, Go
and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with theeten
thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the chil-
dren of Zebulun?And | will draw unto theeto theriver
Kishon Sisera, the captain of Jabin’sarmy, with hischari-
otsand hismultitude; and | will ddiver himintothinehand.”

Sisera, the captain of Jabin, who lived in Harosheth of
the Gentiles, wasthoroughly defeated. However, hees-
caped on foot and went to the tent of Jael who invited
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Siserato comeinto thetent. After Siserafell adeep, Jael
took atent peg and hammer and drovethe peg through
Sserastemples, killinghim.

Though the children of Israel became God's special
peopleinthe Old Testament, the L ord, thankfully, did not
want al Gentilesdestroyed. Inlsaiah 43, verses1and 10
welearn about thelgradlites "But now thussaiththeLORD
that created thee, O Jacab, and hethat formed thee, O
Israel, Fear not: for | haveredeemed thee, | havecalled
thee by thy name; thou art mine...Ye are my witnesses,
saith the LORD, and my servant whom | have chosen:
that yemay know and believe me, and understand that |
am he: before metherewasno God formed, neither shall
there be after me." Israel wasto be God's witnessesto
the Gentile nationsabout them. However, they falled mis-
erably at being witnesses. We know that Jesus, God's
only begotten Son, who camethrough Isragl, did not fail
at being God'struewitness. In Isaiah 42: 1 and 6-7 we
read: "Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mineelect, in
whom my soul delighteth; | have put my spirit upon him:
heshall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles...| theLORD
have caledtheeinrighteousness, and will hold thinehand,
and will keep thee, and givetheefor acovenant of the
people, for alight of the Gentiles; To opentheblind eyes,
to bring out the prisonersfrom the prison, and them that
stindarknessout of the prison house.”

During the Millennium Gentileswill cometo seek the
Lord. Wereadinlsaiah 11: 9-10: "They shdl not hurt nor
destroy inal my holy mountain: for theearth shal befull
of theknowledge of the LORD, asthewaterscover the
sea. Andinthat day there shall bearoot of Jesse, which
shdl stand for an ensign of the people; toit shall the Gen-
tilesseek: and hisrest shall beglorious.” The L ord spesks
of Jerusalem during thistime: " For thussaith the LORD,
Behold, | will extend peaceto her likeariver, and the
glory of the Gentileslikeaflowing stream: then shal ye
suck, ye shall be borne upon her sides, and be dandled
upon her knees' (Isaiah 66:12).
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But beforethe Millennium beginstherewill beagreat
battleinthe"valley of Jehoshaphat™ also known asthe
"valley of decison" withtheL ord fighting Gentilenations
which havecomeagaing Jerusdem. Jod 3:9-16 prodlams
"Proclaim yethisamong the Gentiles, Preparewar, wake
up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let
them come up: Beat your plowsharesinto swords, and
your pruninghooks into spears: |et the weak say, | am
strong. Assembleyourselves, and come, al ye heathen,
and gather yoursel vestogether round about: thither cause
thy mighty onesto come down, O LORD. L et the hea-
then be wakened, and come up to the valley of
Jehoshaphat: for therewill | sitto judgeall the heathen
round about. Put yeinthesickle, for the harvestisripe:
come, get you down; for the pressisfull, thevatsover-
flow; for their wickednessisgreat. Multitudes, multitudes
inthevaley of decision: for theday of the LORD isnear
inthevalley of decision. The sun and themoon shall be
darkened, and the starsshall withdraw their shining. The
LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter hisvoice
from Jerusaem; and the heavensand the earth shd| shake:
but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the
strength of thechildren of Isradl.”

Thisappearsto bethesametime period that Zechariah
wroteabout: "Behold, theday of the LORD cometh, and
thy spoil shall bedividedinthemidst of thee. For | will
gather dl nationsagaingt Jerusalem to battle; and thecity
shall betaken, and the housesrifled, and thewomen rav-
ished; and half of thecity shall goforthinto captivity, and
theresidue of the people shal not be cut off fromthecity.
Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight agai nst those
nations, aswhen hefought intheday of battle" (Zechariah
14:1-3).

Because of Judah and Israel'ssins, the Lord brought
them into captivity. |srael was captured by the Assyrians
and Judah was captured by the Babylonians. Concerning
Judahwereadin prophecy Zechariah 1:20-21: "Andthe
L ORD showed mefour carpenters. Then said I, What
cometheseto do?And he spake, saying, Thesearethe
hornswhich have scattered Judah, so that noman did lift
up hishead: but these are cometo fray them, to cast out
thehornsof the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over
theland of Judah to scatter it."

In Jesus first advent we read about aprophecy con-
cerning Himand Hismission: "Now when Jesushad heard
that Johnwas cast into prison, hedeparted into Galileg;
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Andleaving Nazareth, hecameand dweltin Capernaum,
whichisupon the seacoast, in the borders of Zabulon
and Nephthaim: That it might befulfilled whichwasspoken
by Esaiasthe prophet, saying, Theland of Zabulon, and
theland of Nephthalim, by theway of the sea, beyond
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; The peoplewhichsatin
darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the
region and shadow of death light issprung up. From that
time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 4:12-17).
Another prophecy concerning Jesusisin Matthew 12:18
and 21: "Behold my servant, whom | have chosen; my
beloved, inwhom my soul iswell pleased: | will put my
spirit upon him, and he shall show judgment to the
Gentiles...Andin hisnameshall the Gentilestrugt.”

Jesusforetold of the destruction of Jerusalem and of
events thereafter in Luke chapter 21. Verses 20-24
indructsus. "Andwhenyeshal see Jerusaem compassed
with armies, then know that the desol ation thereof isnigh.
Thenlet themwhich arein Judaeafleeto the mountains,
andlet themwhichareinthemidst of it depart out; and | et
not them that arein the countriesenter thereinto. For these
bethe daysof vengeance, that dl thingswhich arewritten
may befulfilled. But woe unto them that arewith child,
and to them that give suck, inthosedays! for there shall
begreat distressintheland, and wrath upon thispeople.
Andthey shal fall by the edge of thesword, and shall be
led away captiveinto all nations: and Jerusalem shall be
trodden down of the Gentiles, until thetimesof the Gentiles
befulfilled."

Corndlius, the Roman centurion and some of hismen,
may havebeenthefirst Gentile convertsmentionedinthe
New Testament (provided that the Ethiopian eunuch
converted by PhilipinActs8wasnot aGentile). Weread
about their conversoninActs 10:44-45: "While Peter yet
spakethesewords, theHoly Ghost fell onall themwhich
heard the word. And they of the circumcision which
believed were astonished, as many as camewith Peter,
becausethat onthe Gentiles al so was poured out the gift
of theHoly Ghogt."

Thisconversion of Corndiusand hismenfulfillswhat
theApostle Paul wrotein Ephesians 2:11-13; "Wherefore
remember, that yebeingintime past Gentilesin theflesh,
who arecaled Uncircumcision by that whichiscaled the
Circumcisonintheflesh madeby hands, Thet at that time
ye were without Christ, being aliens from the

PAGE FIFTEEN




commonwedth of |sradl, and srangersfrom the covenants
of promise, having no hope, and without God intheworld:
But now in Christ Jesusyewho sometimeswerefar off
aremadenigh by theblood of Chrigt." Andin Colossians
1:27wefind: "Towhom God would makeknownwhat is
therichesof theglory of thismystery among the Gentiles,
whichisChristinyou, thehopeof glory."

Asamatter of fact the Apostle Paul was sent as an
apostleto the Gentiles. InActs9:15 weread concerning
Paul: "But the L ord said unto him (Ananias), Gothy way:
for heisachosen vessd unto me, to bear my namebefore
the Gentiles, and kings, and thechildren of Israel.” Andin
Acts18:5-6 weread: "And when Silasand Timotheus
were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the
spirit, and testified to the Jewsthat Jesuswas Christ. And
when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he
shook hisraiment, and said unto them, Your blood be
upon your own heads; | am clean: from henceforth | will
gountothe Gentiles."

Beforethistime Paul had preached to both Jewsand
Gentilesinthe synagogues. For instance, welearn of this
inActs 13:42 and 44: " And when the Jewswere gone out
of the synagogue, the Gentilesbesought that thesewords
might be preached to them the next sabbath...And the
next sabbath day came amost thewhol e city together to
hear theword of God." In Acts15:12-18 welearn: "Then
all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to
Barnabasand Paul, declaring what miraclesand wonders
God had wrought among the Gentilesby them. And after
they had held their peace, Jamesanswered, saying, Men
and brethren, hearken unto me: Simeon hath declared how
God at thefirst did visit the Gentiles, totake out of thema
peoplefor hisname. And to thisagreethewords of the
prophets, asitiswritten, After thisl will return, and will
build again thetabernacleof David, whichisfdlendown;
and | will build againtheruinsthereof, and | will setit up:
That the residue of men might seek after theLord, and all
the Gentiles, uponwhommy nameiscaled, saiththeL ord,
who doeth al these things. Known unto God areall his
worksfrom the beginning of theworld."

God allowed the Gentilesto obtain sal vation because
Israel fell through sin. Weread in Romans 11:11-12: "l
say then, Havethey stumbled that they should fall?God
forbid: but rather throughtheir fall salvationiscomeunto
the Gentiles, for to provokethemto jealousy. Now if the
fal of thembetherichesof theworld, and thediminishing
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of them theriches of the Gentiles; how much moretheir
fulness?'

It hasalwaysbeen God'sintentionto saveall people,
Jewsand Gentiles. | Corinthians 12:13 reads: "For by
one Spirit areweall baptized into one body, whether we
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and
have been all madeto drink into one Spirit."

Help IsOn The Way!

By David Del_ong

Your load, it may be heavy,
Sincerely you did pray;
Just trust the Lord of mercies
For help is on the way!

It took an angel three weeks

To break out from the fray;

Andwith theaid of Michael,
Help was on the way!*

Thishelp was meant for Danidl,
And there was no delay;
As soon as he did chasten self
Help was on the way!

On this you can most surely trust,
Whether night or day;
As soon as you implore the Lord
Help ison the way!

*See Daniel, chapter 10.

Apostle M Yehoshuva =
India =
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== pIe Jerry mbls the ordaining ceremony
alongside Apostle Ricky Herrera Sr.

WHAT'S HAPPENING AROUND THE WORLD

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in the lovely name of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. On June 10-11, 2021, the ministers gathered from around the world
in the church of Dallas, Texas to conduct the business of the Church. The
Board of Seven and the Apostles of the Church and other ministersfrom around
the world discussed and approved a new church building in India along with
the dispersment of moniesto theforeign fields.

The apostles also approved Brother Gary Mills as the Managing Editor of the
Advocate of Truth and our new Office Manager is Sister Christy Howell.

The council concluded the business before sundown on Friday, June 10 and
on the Sabbath ordained two new ministers to the Church: Brothers Richard
Santiesteban and Ben Delong.

It was a successful meeting and we thank you for your continued support and
prayers.

Above -Brother Ben Del ong and Brother
Richard Santiesteban embracing after
peing ordained. Below - Members of the
welve and Seven during the Apostolic
ouncil Meeting viewing pictures of
ndia's Church.

Members of the Twelve lay hands on Brother

| Gary Mills as he takes on an additional new
= role needed to be filled from the passing of
Apostle Delwin Del ong.
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Membersof The Church of God 7th Day at the Dallas, Texas Church when they hosted theAnnual
Apostlic Council M eeting thispast June. ApostleErrol Noel (Grenada, West I ndies) iswaving helloto
everyonein theback row.
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Top l€eft picture- Congregation gathering for Sabbath
Servicesin the Dallas, Texas Church

Top right picture- Brother Ben Del ong and hiswife,
Sister Melany Delong (West Virginia)

Bottom left picture - Brother Tommy Herrera Sr. |
(Houston, Texas) and Brother Walter Goff (Panama)
Bottom right picture - Brother Gary Millsand his
wife, Sister Ludina Mills (Ohio) with Apostle Jerry
Womble (San Antonio, Texas)
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI

BEINGAFRAID

NOTE: Sometimeswe are afraid and fear different
things that come up in our daily lives. Let us now
study how we can overcome these fears and put our
trust in God.

1. Should wetrust God and not be afraid? | saiah 12:2.

2. Instead of being afraid, what should we do? Mark
5:36.

3. Why arewetoldtofear notinLuke 12:77?
4. Instead of fear, what does Jesusgiveto us? John 14:27.

5. Would wefear God if weare doingwrong? Proverbs
3.7.

6. If wetdl eventhesmallest lies, should wefear God?
Revdation 21:8.

7. What did the angel say to thetwo women who came
tovist Jesus tomb? Matthew 28:5.

8. If wefear, arewe made perfect in Gods love?1 John
4:18.

LESSON |

BIBLEANIMALS
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1. Did God makeall theanimals? Genesis 1:25.

2. Why did He createthe animalsand living creatures?
Revelation4:11.

3. Did God makeadifferencebetween uncleanand clean
animals?Genesis7:2-3.

4. Who gave namesto dl theanimals? Genesis 2: 20.

5. Will thereever be atimewhen children need not fear
wild animals?|saiah 11:6-9.

6. Every kind of beastsand birds have beentamed. What
does the Bible speak of that which no man can tame?
James 3:8-9.

7. Shouldwecarefor and feed any animasplaced inour
care?

LESSON 111

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

1. What should the Commandment of God be to us?
Proverbs6:23.

2. Did Jesus cometo destroy the Law that had existed
since Creation? Matthew 5:17-18.

3. DidtheApostle Paul exalt the Law of God? Romans
7:12.

4. If we keep this same Law, what will it do for us?
Psalm19:7.

5. Are parents to teach their children the Law?
Deuteronomy 6:7-8.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

6. Did Jesuskeep the Father's Commandmentswhilehere
on earth? John 15:10.

7. What do we show when we keep the Command-
mentsof God? John 14:21.

8. Whowill havetheright to thetreeof life? Revelation
22:14.

LESSON IV
EZEKIEL

Scripture Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-10.
Golden text: Ezekiel 2:1.

" And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon
thy feet, and | will speak unto thee."

NOTE: In thislesson, we are going to briefly learn
about one of the major prophets, Ezekiel. Hisname
means " strength of God," and he prophesied while
in Babylonian exile. The book of Ezekiel covers
many predictions, and it includes a full vision of
thefinal restoration of Israel.

1. What isthefirst thingwelearn about Ezekiel ? Ezekid
11

2. Eventhough Ezekiel wasin captivity, wasthe Lord
withhim?Ezekid 1:3.

3. When God spoketo Ezekiel, what did He call him?
Ezekid 2:1.

4. What did the Lord want Ezekiel to do? Ezekidl 3:17-
21.

5. What wasone of the grievous sinsof the children of
Isradl, and what did God doto themfor their Sns? Ezekid
6:4-7.

6. Does God promiseto restore I srael even though they
were scattered among the countries? Ezekidl 11:16-20.
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SPECIAL DAY
by Doris Sanders

| am glad when Sabbath comes;
| put my toys away
And clean up everything so nice,
Becauseit'sJesus day.

It'sfun to go to Sabbath Schooal;
| like the teacher there;
We sing, then close our eyesreal tight
When we kneel for prayer.

We like to take a Sabbath walk,
My daddy, mom, and me;
I'm glad God made the birds and trees,
and flowersfor usto see.

And when the Sabbath day is through,
We all kneel down to pray;
| am so glad that Jesus made
A special Sabbath day.
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You can find this book of the Bible by following the
path of each letter to an empty square where you
then write the letter. When all squares are filled,
you will have the answer.
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The Children's Page

Story

HOW LINCOLN
HELPEDALITTLE GIRL SAVE MONEY

Onceuponatimetherelivedalittlegirl inalittletown
inNew York state.

Shelived with her father and her mother and her broth-
ersin an old-fashioned, homey home, whereguestslike
to come. One of the guestswho liked to comewasthe
great Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States.
Thelittlegirl wasawaysvery happy when he came, and
sheusedtoliketostinhislagpandtak tohim. Shecalled
him"uncleAbe," and he often called her "Sissy," though
her real namewas Julia

Onetimewhen the President wasvisiting at Julia's
house, Juliawas counting the money in her missionary
box. Mr. Lincoln watched her for amoment and then
asked: "What areyou doing over there?"

"1'm counting my missionary money, UncleAbe," re-
plied Julia

Mr. Lincoln put hishand into hispocket and pulled
out something and held it toward Julia. Juliadrew back
her box.

"Ohno, | can't takethat, UncleAbe," shesaid, ear-
nestly; "I haveto earn all themoney | put into thisbox."

Thenext day, when hewasready to start for thetrain,
hesaid, toJulia: "1 wonder if you couldn't walk downto
thedepot withme, Julia?’
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Asthey started down the street together, Abraham
Lincoln shifted hisvaliseto the other hand. It wasan old
fashioned valisewith two handles.

"Doyou suppose,” hesaid, "that you could helpme
carry my valise?It'spretty heavy."

Juliatook hold of oneof thehandles, and they carried
it betweenthemal theway tothedepot, talking gayly as
they went. At thedepot, the President took thevaliseand
pulled ashining coinout of hispocket, holdingit outtothe
littlegirl.

"There, Jlig," hesaid, " now you'veearned your mis-
sonary money.”

"O, thank you, UncleAbe!"

And off hewent away onthetrain, and Juliaran home
with the shiny coin heldin her hand. Shethought it was
thevery brightest penny she had ever seen, and she hur-
ried to put it into the missionary box, whereit could be
safeand sound.

Thenext Sabbath the missionary boxeswere opened.
"How much money do you haveinyour missionary box,
Julia?" asked the superintendent.

"Eighty-two cents" answeredthelittlegirl without any
hestition.

"Areyou surethat wasall you have? Wheredidthis
comefrom?' shewasasked, and she saw the bright penny
that the President had given her.

"Oh, that'sthemoney UncleAbegaveme!" shean-
swered largdly. "l earned it by helping carry hisvalise."

Theshiny coinwasafivedollar gold piece, andthisis
atruestory of how Abraham Lincolnhelped alittlegirl to
earn her missionary money. | know thisistrue because
thelittlegirl, whoisalittlegirl nolonger, told methestory
herself. -Selected

WASHINGTONSSAY INGS-Speak not evil of the
absent foritisunjust. Itismuch easier at al timesto pre-
vent an evil thantorectify mistakes.

ONLY A PENNY - A small boy observed that his
mother put a penny in the offering plate at the Sab-
bath mor ning wor ship service. On the way home from
church, shefreely berated and criticized the poor ser-
mon they had heard. "But Mother," said the boy, "What
could you expect for only a penny?"
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The Children's Page Games and Puzzles

KIDS CORNER No man can serve two masters. Matthew 6:24
BIBLE ALPHABET QUIZ Use the code to find out whom we should serve.

by T.V. LaKahmaiah

A - Thefirst person to die

B - Where Daniel was prime minister
C - Famoustrees of Lebanon

D - The shepherd king

E - Hefell from the third story

F - Where Paul found refugein a storm
G - The big man killed by a small stone
H - Caused the death of David's son

| - thefather of Esau

J - Hisdaughter wasrestored to life

K - Abrook near Jerusalem

L - Thepriestsof I srael

M - The girl who watched at a river

N - the king who dreamed of an image
O - Sister-in-law of Ruth

P - Feast of the Exodus

Q - Aguard of four Roman soldiers

R - Jacob's eldest son

S - City destroyed by fire

T - God's tenth

U - Aking of Judah

V - The queen before Esther

W - Where | sraelites hung their harps
X - Agreat Persian king

Y - Implement used with oxen

Z - Apriest of David'stime

Answersto Bible Quizz Abel; Babylon; Cedars, David; Eutychus, Fair Havens; Goliath; Hair
(Absalom's hair wasin the branches of a tree when he was being chased); | saac; Jairus; Kidron;
Levites, Miriam; Nebuchadnezzar; Orpah; Passover; Quaternion; Reuben; Sodom,; tithe; Uzziah; Vashti;
willow; Xerxes, yoke; Zadok.
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THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this conti-
nent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposi-
tion that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or
any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met
on a great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of
that field asafinal resting place for those who here gavetheir livesthat
that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should
do this.

But in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who
struggled here have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or
detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here,
but it can never forget what they did here. It isfor us, theliving, rather,
to be dedicated hereto the unfinished work which they who fought here
have thusfar so nobly advanced. It israther for usto be here dedicated
to the great task remaining before us, - that from these honored dead we
take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full
measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that these dead shall
not have died in vain; that this nation, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom; and that government of the people, by the people, and
for the people, shall not perish from the earth.







