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Thomas Jeffer son
and theBarbary Pirates

by Gary Mills

< R "

Inthelate 1700’ sthe United Stateshad areal problem with pirates. The Barbary statesof North Africawere
working inleaguewith bandsof piratesinthearea. The Barbary piratesattacked merchant shipsalong themain
trade route around the north coast of Africa, stealing their cargosand holding passengersand crew for ransom. The
Barbary states demanded tribute from other countriesfor “ protection” from the pirates. By 1800 the United States
had paid over $2,000,000 intribute to these nations, which isahuge amount for thetime.

In 1801, theleader of Tripoli demanded even larger payments, and so Thomas Jefferson sent the United States new
Navy tofight thepirates. Thedogan of thiscampaignwas*millionsfor defense, not one cent for tribute”.

Ever sinceAdam and Evethere has been acontinuing war between good and evil. Weeither defend and revere
God or pay tributeto Satan. Thetributethat Satan wantsisfor ustofall away from God. Payingtributeto Satan
will not protect you from thewrath of God. What we pay to God islove and obedience. Jesusgaveustheultimate
exampleof this. Because of love Jesus paid the greatest payment possible, giving hisown lifeto saveusfromsin.

Theholy Bibleisamanual for our spiritua warfareagainst Satan. |n Romans 12:21 weread “ Be not overcome of
evil, but overcomeevil with good”. We aretold how we can go into battle against Satan in Ephesians6:11,12 “ Put
on thewhole armour of God, that ye may be ableto stand against thewilesof thedevil. For wewrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of thisworld, against
spiritual wickednessin high places.”

Paul goesinto greater detail of what thisarmor isin Ephesians 6: 13-18 “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour
of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your
loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of
the gospel of peace; Aboveall, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench al the fiery darts of
the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which isthe word of God: Praying always
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all
saints’.

Devastating battles between good and evil take placethroughout our life. Without faithin God and hope of eterna
life, our liveswould have no true purpose. It hasbeen said the Bibleisawindow to eternal life. Without the Bible
lifewould belikeawindow painted black, shutting out thelight. Lifewould belikeadoor that |eadsto nothing.
We need to belike Thomas Jefferson was against the Barbary piratesand put al of our effortsinto defending and

obeying God. “Millionsfor defense, not one cent for tribute” isagreat saying to remember. We should givenot
one cent for tribute to Satan, instead dedi cating our effortsto God.
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Why we should not keep the feast days- Therearea
number of Christians who say that we must keep the feast
days of the Levitical priesthood. Is this a true belief? |
emphatically believe that we should not keep them and here
are afew reasons why | believe this.

First, here is how the Old Testament in the Bible
describeshow thefeast daysareto bekept. In Leviticus
chapter 23 wefind: “ These arethefeasts of the LORD,
even holy convocations, which yeshall proclaimintheir
seasons. Inthefourteenth day of thefirst month at evenis
theLord' s passover. And onthefifteenth day of thesame
month isthefeast of unleavened bread unto the LORD:
seven daysye must eat unleavened bread...And yeshall
count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from
the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering;
seven Sabbaths sha | be complete: Even unto themorrow
after the seventh Sabbath shall ye number fifty days,; and
yeshdl offer anew mest offeringuntothe LORD. Yeshdl
bring out of your habitationstwo waveloavesof twotenth
deals: they shal beof fineflour; they shall bebakenwith
leaven; they arethefirgfruitsuntothe LORD. Andyeshdl
offer with the bread seven lambswithout blemish of the
first year, and oneyoung bullock, and two rams: they shall
befor aburnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat
offering, andtheir drink offerings, even an offering made
by fire, of sweet savour untothe LORD” (verses4-6,15-
18).”

Theofferingsthat must accompany thefeast days
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prohibit onefrom doing the feasts correctly. We know
we should not offer animal sacrificesto the Lord today.
Jesusisour sacrificeand hereplaced the Old Testament
animal sacrifices. Many peoplewho keepthefeast days
do them asthey please without giving aregard for the
sacrifices and meat and drink offerings which were
required to be kept on thefeast daysasdescribedinthe
Old Testament. Thereisno aternate way to keep them.

Second, inthe Old Testament therewasadesignated
placewhich theLord chosefor thefeaststo be kept. We
read in Deuteronomy 16:5,6: “ Thou mayest not sacrifice
the passover within any of thy gates, whichthe LORD
thy God giveth thee: But at the place whichthe LORD
thy God shall chooseto place hisnamein, there thou
shdt sacrificethe passover a even, at the going down of
thesun, a the season that thou camest forth out of Egypt.”
Also, wereadinverse 16: “Threetimesinayear shall al
thy malesappear beforethe LORD thy God inthe place
which heshall choose; inthefeast of unleavened bread,
andinthefeast of weeks, andinthefeast of tabernacles:
andthey shall not appear beforethe LORD empty”. That
place was Jerusalem. People who keep the feast days
today do soinany placethat they choose, not wherethe
Old Testament saysto keep them.

Third, when Jesusdied on the crossthevail inthe
templewasrent intwo from top to bottom. Thistearing
of thevail wasdoneby the Lord, not man. Wereadin
Matthew 27:50,51: “ Jesus, when hehad cried againwith
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aloud voice, yielded up theghost. And, behold, theveil
of thetemplewasrent intwain fromthetop to the bottom;
and the earth did quake, and therocksrent”. Thisthen
would makeitimpossiblefor thehigh priest, onthe Day
of Atonement, to go fromthe holy placeinthetemple,
throughthevail, andintothemost holy placeof thetemple,
seeing therewas no more a separation between thetwo
compartmentsin thetemple.

Fourth, whilewekeep the Holy Sabbath day, this
isnot one of the Old Testament feast days. Thereisa
difference between keeping the feast daysand keeping
the 7" day Sabbath. When we go to the book of John
we seeacontrast between thefeast daysand the Sabbath
day. InJohn 2:13wefind: “ Andthe Jews passover was
at hand, and Jesuswent up to Jerusalem”. Also, in chapter
5:1weread: “ After thistherewasafeast of the Jews, and
Jesuswent upto Jerusalem.” Similarly, in6:4wesee: “And
thepassover, afeast of the Jews, wasnigh.” In7:2: “Now
the Jews' feast of tabernacleswasat hand.” In almost
every placein John, when afeast day is mentioned, it
callsit afeast of the Jews. With the Sabbath day, itis
never called afeast of the Jews. For instance, wereadin
John 9:13,14: “ They brought to the Phariseeshim that
aforetimewasblind. Anditwasthe sabbath day when
Jesus madethe clay, and opened hiseyes.” Sabbath day
issmply called the Sabbath day.

Theweekly Sabbath wasingtituted at theend of the
original creation week as described in Genesis. The
weekly Sabbath predatesthe original sin of Adam and
Eveandwasnot intended to be sacrificial. The Sabbath
is part of God’s moral 10 Commandment law. Itisa
separate study but we should continue to keep God's
Ten Commandmentstoday. Evenif sinhad never entered
theworld wewould still be keeping theweekly Sabbath
day a ong with the other Ten Commandments.

Inconclusion. theannua Holy Dayswerenot included
inthe Ten Commandments. Mosesdelivered two laws
tothechildren of Israel. The Ten Commandmentswere
written by God Himsdlf in stone. Exodus31:18: “Andhe
gaveunto Moses, when hehad madean end of communing
with himuponmount Sinal, two tablesof testimony, tables
of stone, written with the finger of God.” The Ten
Commandmentswereintended to be permanent. The
feast daysare part of the Levitical Priesthood and were
doneaway withwhen our Lord Jesuswas sacrificed.
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Coming Home

by Angela Smith

Satan is so smart,

He really knows how to pull me down.
One day I'm passionate about my Father,
The next lying face first on the ground.
How did | get to this awful place,
When just yesterday
| was beholding His beautiful face.

So much doubt that confuses my mind.
Like walking around in a dark room,
With no light | can find.

But although I'm in the dark,
| know where there's great light,
It'sfound in my heavenly Father,

Who constantly has mein His sight.
And no matter how I turn my back on Him,
Hewill never turn from me.

Even when Satan has me blinded,

So the truth | cannot see.

Now | choose to take hold of the gentle hand
That didn't want me to let go.
Revealing to me my power over the enemy,
Iswhat He wants to show.

After knowing Him intimately
How could anyone doubt,

That the Redeemer truly lives,

And it's Him we can't live without.
Please forgive me Father for allowing Satan
To take me so far from Your heart.

Give me peace and joy,

That today | may make a new start.

Put inside my soul the passion that once burned
To tell others of Your love and what I've learned.
| know You arereal, no matter what they say.
Now grant me joy and contentment
As You welcome home Your child gone astray.
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BIBLE

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS

Takenfrom TheHome Instructor Part | - If you'dliketo
receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 12- THE SEVENTH PLAGUE
QUESTION: Intowhat istheseventh vial poured?

ANSWER: "And the seventh angel poured out hisvial
intotheair" (Revelation 16:17 first part).

QUESTION: What ispronounced?

ANSWER: "And there came agreat voice out of the
temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It isdone"
(Verse 17 last part).

QUESTION: What happened then?

ANSWER: "And therewere voices, and thunders, and
lightnings, and therewasagresat earthquake, suchaswas
not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earth-

guake, and so great” (verse 18).

QUESTION: What isthecup called?
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ANSWER: "Andthegreat city wasdividedinto three
parts, andthecitiesof the nationsfell: and great Babylon
camein remembrance before God, to give unto her the
cup of thewineof thefiercenessof hiswrath” (verse 19).

QUESTION: What happenstotheidandsand moun-
tains?

ANSWER: "And every idand fled away, and the moun-
tainswerenot found" (verse 20).

QUESTION: Howisthisplaguedescribed?

ANSWER: "Andtherefell upon menagreat hail out of
heaven, every stone about theweight of atalent (75to
1251bs): and men blasphemed God because of the plague
of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great”
(verse?21).

QUESTION: Just beforetheday of theLord (mil-
lennium), how will Jerusalem'sspoil bedivided?

ANSWER: "Behold, theday of theLORD cometh, and
thy spoil shdl bedividedinthe midst of thee" (Zechariah
14:1).

QUESTION: How many nationswill be gathered
against Jerusalem, for what pur pose, and with what
result?

ANSWER: "For | will gather al nationsagainst Jerusa-
lemto battle; and the city shall betaken, and the houses
rifled, and thewomen ravished; and half of thecity shall
goforthinto captivity, and theresidue (rest) of the people
shall not becut off fromthecity” (verse2).

QUESTION: What will theLord dothen?
ANSWER: "Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight
against those nations, aswhen he fought in the day of

battle" (verse 3).

QUESTION: Wherewill Hisfeet stand, and what
will happen?

ANSWER: "And hisfeet shall standinthat day uponthe
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mount of Olives, whichisbefore Jerusalem ontheeast,
and themount of Olivesshal cleave(divide) inthemidst
thereof toward the east and toward thewest, and there
shdl beavery great valley; and half of themountain shall
removetoward thenorth, and half of it toward the south”
(versed).

QUESTION: What will thelsraelitesdo?

ANSWER: "Andyeshdl fleetothevaley of themoun-
tains, for thevaley of themountainsshall reach unto Azal:
yea, yeshall fleg, likeasyefled from beforethe earth-
quakeinthedaysof Uzziah king of Judah” (verse5first

part).

QUESTION: When Christ comestofight, whowill
bewith him?

ANSWER: "andthe LORD my God shall come, and all
thesaintswiththee (him)" (verse5last part).

QUESTION: After thebattleisover, what will Chrigt
be?

ANSWER: "Andthe LORD shall beking over all the
earth: inthat day shall therebeone LORD, and hisname
one' (verse9).

QUESTION: Under the seventh angel what isde-
clared?

ANSWER: "And the seventh angel sounded; and there
weregreat voicesin heaven, saying, thekingdomsof this
world are becomethe kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ; and heshall reignfor ever and ever” (Revelation
11:15).

QUESTION: What will the24 Eldersdo?
ANSWER: "And thefour and twenty elders, which sat
before God ontheir seats, fell upon their faces, and wor-
shipped God" (verse 16).

QUESTION: What will theLord takeat thistime?

ANSWER: "Saying, We givetheethanks, O Lord God
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Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because
thou hast taken to theethy great power, and hast reigned”
(versel?).

QUESTION: Inversel18, what all isincluded?

ANSWER: "Andthenationswereangry, and thy wrath
iscome, and the time of the dead, that they should be
judged, and that thou shoul dest givereward unto thy ser-
vantsthe prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear
thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them
which destroy theearth” (verse 18).

NOTE: From God'swrathto thefinal destruction of the
wicked isonethousand years.

QUESTION: What will beopened at thistime?

ANSWER: "And the temple of God was opened in
heaven, and therewas seenin histempletheark of his
testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and
thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail." (verse
19).

QUESTION: Whenwasthetemplein heaven closed,
and for how long?

ANSWER: "Andthetemplewasfilled with smokefrom
theglory of God, and from his power; and no manwas
ableto enter into thetemple, till the seven plagues of the
seven angelswerefulfilled” (Revelation 15:8).

NOTE: Herewe seethat thetempleisclosed to man,
that isto his prayers for the period of the seven last
plagues. When thetempleisopened againthe seven last
plagues arefinished and thereign of Christ hasbegun.
Thecoming of theLordinthewarring phase (whichisthis
seventh plague) putsan end to the battle of Armageddon
which haditsstart inthesixth plague.
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Test Your Bible Knowledge
Books of the New Testament

Fill in the blanks with the book from the New Testament which expresses the thought in the clues
below. Hint: Number in a book would take up one space. For instance |1 Peter would be 6 spaces.
Il would take up one of the 6 spaces.

-

=

-
[«2] E

-
N

ACROSS 6. The Church needsto combat fal se teaching and wor-

ship properly.
1. Preparefor Christ'sreturnthrough godly living.

10. Christissuperior.
4. Clingto Christingodlinessand avoidimmorality.

11. We should forgive othersas God hasforgiven us.
5. Chrigtiansshould know thetruth and guard againgt false

teaching. 12. Persecuted believers should perseverein thefaith.
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16. Jesus showsHimself as Son of God and callspeople
tofollow Him.

17. Leadersinthe church must be above reproach.

18. Christissupremeover all things.

20. JesusistheKing promised inthe Old Testament. He
callspeopleto berighteous.

DOWN
1. Hold to thetruth of Scriptures.
2. Righteousnessisfound through faithin Christ.
3. Jewsand Gentileswho believeare united in Christ.

5. Paul urgesthe church to recogni ze his apostleship and
unitewithhiminminigtry.

6. Whilewaiting for Christ'sreturn, liveto please God.
7. Eventhough aChrigtian suffers, thereishopein Chrigt.
8. Godisincontrol. Jesuswill return.

9. Chrigtiansshould show hospitality.

11. Beimitatorsof Christinaction and attitude.

13. Salvationisby faithin Christ done. Godly living fol-
lowsthrough the power of the Spirit.

14. Actsof Chrigtianloveshould accompany faithin Chrigt.

15. Through the power of the Spirit, thekingdom of Christ
isspread.

19. Jesus emphasi zesrepentance and shows concern for
the poor and needly.

Answersfound on page 14
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PURIFICATION
Psalms 46-49

Following God is the key to our future,
We won't survive without His grace and His help,
Soon the world will not exist as we know it,
By just His voice, the earth will begin to melt.

He'll remove the deserts and the mountains
Out onto the midst of the deepest sea,
The waters will become rough and troubled,
Throughout the earth man will try to flee.

Many trust in their wealth and their riches,

In their mind they think it's all going to last,
But like the fool and the brute who will perish,
All they've gathered will become part of the past.

God is building an eternal city,
With a foundation made of pure gold,
But what man has built from nature,

WIll just crumble and continue to get old.

Their way will be their own folly,
And worldly knowledge will rule the day,
They'll rely on science to solve problems,

And posterity will approve all they say.

Yet Scripture tells a much different story,
Only Jesus has power over the grave,
Asyou know you can't take anything with you,
Nothing you own will ever help you be saved.

He shall choose our inheritance for us,
After all He gave usour first breath,
For God isour God for ever,

He will to us even unto death.

God's Holy Spirit hasto bein us,
And we must live by the words of the Lord,
So we can stand on the sea of glasswith Him,
While He purifies the rest of the world.

Pat Evans
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Something like contradictions by Moises Torres M.

A paradox isa“fact or expression gpparently contradictory
tologic’. Humanlogictendsto duaismand polarization,
“or this, or the contrary”. But nevertheless, the Bible's
logic, eventhoughit isnot contradictory, presentsnumerous
paradoxes.

1. How can someoner g oicein afflictions?

“Whereinyegreatly r g oice, though now for aseason,
if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: That thetria of your faith, being much more
preciousthan of gold that perisheth, though it betried
withfire, might befound unto praiseand honour and glory
at the appearing of JesusChrist” (I Peter 1:6-7).

2. Tous, alossisgain.

“But what thingsweregainto me, those |l counted lossfor
Christ. Yeadoubtless, and | count all thingsbut lossfor
theexcellency of theknowledge of Christ Jesusmy Lord:
for whom | have suffered thelossof al things, and do
count them but dung, that | may win Christ, And befound
inhim, not having mineown righteousness, whichisof the
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the
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righteousnesswhichisof God by faith: That | may know
him, and the power of hisresurrection, and thefellowship
of hissufferings, being made conformableunto hisdeath”
(Philippians3:7-10).

3.Joyinthemidst of sorrows.

“ Asunknown, and yet well known; asdying, and, behold,
welive; aschastened, and not killed; Assorrowful, yet
away rejoicing; aspoor, yet making many rich; ashaving
nothing, and yet possessing dl things” (11 Corinthians6:9-
10).

4.Blessngfor damnation; weep with them that weep;
recompensetono man evil for evil.

“Blessthem which persecute you: bless, and curse not.
Rejoicewith them that do rejoice, and weep with them
that weep. Beof thesamemind onetoward another. Mind
not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be
not wisein your own conceits. Recompenseto no man
evil for evil. Providethingshonestinthesight of al men”
(Romans12:14-17).
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5. Justified by faith, without thewor ks of thelaw.

“Todeclare, | say, at thistime hisrighteousness: that he
might bejust, and thejudtifier of himwhich believethin
Jesus. Whereisboasting then? It isexcluded. By what
law? of works?Nay: but by thelaw of faith. Therefore
we concludethat amanisjustified by faith without the
deedsof thelaw” (Romans 3:26-28).

NOTE: Herewefound that faith hasitsown law. In other
words, or is by faith in the Son of God, or no one can
bejudtified by God. The Phariseesboast about theworks
of thelaw, they awayswanted to exhibit before everyone
else, but they never accepted the Son of God as their
Messiah. They didn't havefaithin Him but inthemsdlves
andintheir works. Faith showsitslaw, you either believe
inthename of the L ord Jesus Christ, and show it through
theworksof faithto be saved, or you never will.

6. Faith without worksisdead.

“Butwilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works
isdead?Wasnot Abraham our father justified by works,
when he had offered | saac his son upon the altar? Seest
thou how faith wrought with hisworks, and by works
wasfaith made perfect? And the scripturewasfulfilled
which saith, Abraham believed God, and it wasimputed
unto himfor righteousness. and hewascalled the Friend
of God. Ye seethen how that by worksamanisjustified,
and not by faithonly” (James2:20-24).

NOTE: Thismay seem acontradiction to the previous
declarationin number 5. Nevertheless, Jamesheretalks
about worksof faith, or fostered by thefaithin God. “ Seest
thou how faith wrought with hisworks, and by works
wasfaith madeperfect?’ Therefore Faith hasitslaw and
asoitsworks, worksof Faith.

7. By which law was the boasting of the Pharisees
invalid or excluded?

“Whereishoasting then?It isexcluded. By what law? of
works?Nay: but by thelaw of faith” (Romans 3:27).

8. Freefrom all men, but servant untoall.
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“For though | befreefromal men, yet havel mademysdf
servant unto al, that I might gainthemore. And unto the
Jews | became asa Jew, that | might gain the Jews; to
them that areunder thelaw, asunder thelaw, that | might
gainthemthat areunder thelaw; To themthat arewithout
law, aswithout law, (being not without law to God, but
under thelaw to Christ,) that | might gainthemthat are
without law. To theweak became| aswesak, that | might
gaintheweak: | anmaded| thingstoal men, that | might
by all means save some. And this| do for the gospel’s
sake, that | might be partaker thereof with you™ (I
Corinthians9:19-23).

9. Hethat findshislife, shall loseit.

“Hethat findeth hislifeshal loseit; and hethat loseth his
lifefor my sakeshdl findit” (Matthew 10:39).

NOTE: In Proverbs 26:4-5, wefind atype of paradox
with certain paralelism. “ Answer not afool accordingto
hisfolly, lest thou also be like unto him. Answer afool
accordingto hisfally, lest hebewisein hisown conceit.”
Inthefirstinstance: do not arguewith thefool inhisown
terms, soyouwon't fall to hislevel and becomeafool as
him; inthesecond one, try to makehim understand wisdom
s0 hecan seehisfoolishness. Sothefool canstop believing
heiswise.

GODSWords

Uplifting.

Uprooting my problems.
Anuproar from heaven.
BigupstotheFather.

Whenever I’ m down Hiswords bring meup.
Andwhenever I'm happy it'sal anup & up.
Hewasawayswith meduring my upbringing.
So at any occasion |’ mup singing.
Praises.

GOD getsthe utmost respect.

Poetry By Brother Derrick Shaw, Jr.

Dallas, Texas Church
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The story of this unique group of peoplewhich can be
found in Jeremiah 35 belong to the Kenites who
accompanied the children of Isragl. The Kenitescan be
traced back to thetime of Moses' father-in-law Jethro
(Judges1:16) all theway to thetime of Jeremiah. The
father of the Rechabitesis Jonadab son of Rechab.

TheRechabiteswerean extremely loyal group of people
and answered only to thetraditionsthat Rechab imposed
onthem. Thetraditionsof the Rechabiteswereasfollows:

*  Not allowedto drink winenor strong drink
*  Nottoliveinhouses

*  Not to sow seed

*  Nottoplant vineyards

They werenomadicand only dwetintentsliving according
to the principles and valuesimposed by Jonadab who
wasthe son of Rechab.

Now the Lord wanted to test His people by using this
uniquegroup of peopleby instructing Jeremiah to advise
the King of Judah, Jehoiakim to invitethemto a party.
Theunusual request by the Lord wasto actually invite
them inside one of the chambers of the Lord to drink
wine,

TheRechabiteshonor therequest and attend thisunusual
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meeting not knowing exactly what to expect. As the
Rechabites enter the chamber, Jeremiah setsbeforethem
potsfull of winedongwith cupsto servethemsaveswine.
Jeremiah than instructsthem to drink thewine. Imagine
this, theL ordinvitesthisgroup of individuadsinto Hishouse
to haveadrink of wine. What do you think they do?The
grapesfrom Jerusalem wereamongst themost fertilein
theregion which madethe best winesknown all over the
area. Dothey giveinto such atemptation?

Theanswer isin Jeremiah 35:6-7 whichthey smply state:
“Wewill drink nowine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab
our father commanded us, saying, Yeshdl drink nowine,
neither ye, nor your sonsfor ever: Neither shal yebuild
house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any:
but all your daysyeshall dwell intents; that yemay live
many daysintheland whereye be strangers.”

The Rechabiteschargefurther by stating that they “ obey”
thevoice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our fatherinall
that he has charged that included their wives, sons, and
daughters.

TheLord, already knowing the outcome of thismesting,
speaksto Jeremiah and tellshim to ask His peoplethis
question: “Will yenot recaiveingructionto hearkentomy
words...?7" Now, the next statement that the Lord makes,
He does it with extreme emotions and hurt that Heis
feeling from His very own people. He says, The
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Rechabites unto this day obeyed their father’s
commandment: "notwithstanding | have spokenuntoyou,
rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto me."”
The Lord goes further to say that he has sent prophet
after prophet instructing themtoturnfromtheir evil ways
andamendtheir doings. Yet, they keepwhoring after idols
and serving strange godsand refuseto listento theliving
God. TheLordimposesacurseon Hispeople.

TheLord closesthisstory by telling the Rechabitesthat
Jonadab shal not want amanto stand beforehimforever.
Thisisarewardfor their obedienceto their father. Some
have looked at this as a lesson learned to obedience
towards their parents which is the 5" Commandment
explaining that their daysmay belong ontheland which
the Lord giveth thee. We should all benefit from the
Rechabites obedience and Israel’ s failure to obey the
Lord’'s commands and repent from their evil waysto

meditate onthe L ord'sinstructionsthat He hasfor usall.
Remembering a special moment for Brother Rich-

ard Santiesteban at his ordaining service and ob-
taining hisrole as Member of Board of Seven.

L

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

By Alfonso Telesca

One of the clearest commandments of GodisThou
shalt not kill. Yet we still try to justify certain types of
killing. Let meexplain. Many Evangdicd Chrigiansinthis
world believeinthedeath pendty for criminalsyetinthe
same breath are opposed to abortion. Many stand firmin
supporting warsthat are not ordained by God, justifying
thedefenseof democracy, property or belief. Many believe
that killingin self defenseisjudtified. Thisarticle' sgod is
to show that nokillingisjustified according to the Word
of God.

| would liketo begin by referencing the Church of
God (7th Day) point of doctrine#19. “We stand opposed
to carnd warfare. Matthew 26:52; Revelation 13:10. The
weapons of our warfare are not carnal but spiritual (11
Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:11-18).” Thispoint of
doctrineisbased on the simple commandment in Exodus
20:13“Thou shalt not kill.” In God'sview thereisno
judtifiablehomicide. It doesy't matter if itistaking alifein
war, taking thelifeof anunborn childinan abortion, taking
alifeinrevenge, or any other typeof killing of ahuman
being. Jesusclarified thisfor Hisfollowersinatimewhen
the Old Testament “eyefor an eyeand tooth for atooth”
wasdlill in effect. He cameto bring anew dispensation
through Hislife, death and resurrection. Yestherewasa
timeduring theL eviticd order when punishmentsby death
andwarswereordaned by God and other actsof homicide
weredlowed inthe Old Testament. But evenduring those
timestherewere provisionsmadefor Israel (Numbers
35), for thosewho killed unknowingly or without intention,
something known today as mand aughter. They wereto
be given refugein certain cities so that the “avenger”
wouldn’tkill them beforegettinganaudienceor trid before
the congregation. Jesusshowsusadifferent way according
totheversesin our doctrinal pointsand othersfoundin
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the New Testament. He hasrequired that we leave al
vengeance up to the L ord, that we not take up a“ sword”

to participateinany typeof killing.

Inthe U.S. today we continueto beinthemiddleof a
timefull of killing and hatefromwithin. Weaschildren of
God should make an examination of wherewestandin
light of theeventsthat we are surrounded with. Therehas
beenkilling of citizensagaing citizens, citizensagaing law
enforcement andkilling of law enforcement againg citizens.
All theseissueshave cregted controversy that hasexploded
and caused moredivisonsamong us. Let’sbeclear; we
cannot be in support of the killing of a human being,
whether it be apolice officer or acitizen and whether
either one of themisgood or bad. Our world hasabad
track record when it comestokilling and violence, and
much of itisassociated withreigion and race. Throughout
the agesethnic cleansingshave occurredin other countries
and they all stemmed from thefact that one population
did not sharethe samerace, lineage or belief system of
the other. There are exceptions when Israel found
themselves having to do this, but these wars were
righteoudy ordained by God himsdlf, the Creator of life.
Thekillingsthat have comelater have been ordained by
sinful menwho have had unrighteousintentions. Wefind
that in our country, we have not experienced exactly that,
but we have still experienced much violence. At theroot
of dl thisviolenceishate. We seewhat the Lord tellsus
about hatein 1 John 3:15: “Whosoever hateth hisbrother
isamurderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal
lifeabidinginhim.”

Asthe Church of God (7th Day), we enjoy thefact
that wehavebrothersand S stersfrom many different races
and countries. Whenwehavethe privilegeto gather with
oneanother, thefact that they look different from usdoes
not bother us and we embrace our brethren just as or
better than our own family. Thisexample should inform
our opinion on how to deal with theissuesof race. Our
Lord Jesus Christ was our best example. Helivedina
timewheretherewasaclearly dividedlineduetorace. A
person that was of mixed race, inthisexample someone
who had Isragli blood and gentile blood, was considered
lessthan human. But Jesusdidn’t seeit that way inthe
case of the Samaritan woman. Jesusinteracted with her
and preached to her the gospel, as we can seein John
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4:5-43. Later on the opportunity wasfully givento the
gentilesto accept salvation asin the case of Cornelius
and hisfamily, Acts10:28-35. - - Gdatians 3:26-29, says
“Foryeareall thechildren of God by faithin Christ Jesus.
For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. Thereisneither Jew nor Greek, there
isneither bond nor free, thereisneither malenor femae:
for yeareal onein Christ Jesus. Andif yebe Christ’s,
then areyeAbraham’s seed, and heirsaccording to the
promise.” Wemust be cautiousnot to alow these practices
of hateto enter into the church, whether it be by family
traditionsor personally held beliefsasMatthew 15:3tells
us, “But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye
also transgress the commandment of God by your
tradition?’ (Itissinful!)

- - Colossians 2:8, “Bewarelest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit, after thetradition of
men, after therudimentsof theworld, and not after Christ.”
Thissinbreedsanger that inturnisexpressedinmoresin
and that is exactly what Satan wantsto do, divideand
conquer! Hisgoal isthat we antagonize each other asa
churchand asanation

- - Romans 12:19-21, “ Dearly beloved, avenge not
yoursalves, but rather giveplaceuntowrath: for itiswritten,
Vengeanceismine, | will repay, saiththeLord. Therefore
if thineenemy hunger, feed him; if hethirst, givehimdrink:
for in so doing thou shalt heap coalsof fire on hishead.
Benot overcomeof evil, but overcomeevil with good.”

Answers to Test Your Bible Knowledge
Books of the New Testament Crossword Puzzle -
on page 8

Across: 111 Peter 4.Jude 5.11 John 6.1 Timothy
10.Hebrews 11.Philemon 12.I11 Thessalonians
16.Mark 17.Titus 18.Colossians 20.Matthew

Down: 1.I1 Timothy 2.Romans 3.Ephesians 5.1
Corinthians 6.1 Thessalonians 7.1 Peter 8.Rev-
elation 9.111 John 11.Philippians 13.Galatians
14.James 15.Acts 19.Luke
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"...Lift upyour eyes, and ook onthefields; for they
arewhitealready to harvest” (John 4:35|ast part).

Men occupy placesof prominencein the affairs of
theworld according totheir vision. A man visualizesan
ideauntil he setsabout to makeit aredlity. If aperson
seesnothinginthematerialsof nature, hewill become of
the world's drones, or shall we say, one of theworld's
blind slaves of destiny. A man seesan enginein atea-
kettle, and from that vision hasemerged agreat railroad
network; another seesaradioin alabyrinth of wires, and
he had invited the nations of earth to our sitting room;
another seesan angel inamarbledab, and hebecomesa
great sculptor; another seesatelevisoninthecomplexion
of the radio, another sees a crowning languagein the
clouds, and he becomes a great orator; another seesa
heroin achild, and he becomesagreat philanthropist;
another seesthe sublime in nature, and he becomes a
noted artist; another sees God in the treesand flowers,
and the mgesty of the mountainsand he becomesapoet,
anauthor, or minister, and through hisprophetic declara-
tionsand perception of nature's God will turn many to
righteousness.

The man who can see nothing but the black earth
withitstaresand bramblesisjust arestlessmolewith no
eyesand seesbeyond hisown littleburrow. Tohimlifeis
just adrudgery in theworkshop of theworld; abundle of
desires prompted by instinct, which hasbeen placeina
bit of clay, destined to be rescued to its chemical ele-
ments- alifethat existsby ingtinct and maximsof experi-
ence, which hasgained for itself asmall company that
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calshim"friend." Beyond that ablank mystery.

Another manliftsup hiseyesand beholdsaconnect-
ing ladder between heaven and earth, and onitsrungsthe
angd sof God ascending and descending, and he becomes
theproclaimer of God'smost beautiful truthsasdescribed
intheworld of inspiration.

Manisaliving being, not just aparticular refined mat-
ter. Heholdsacloserdationto our life, especialy thelife
of Godinwhoseimage he hasbeen created. And soman
cannot livefor himself. Man'strue existencewasto the
end that hemight glorify God. Sowhatever man'sunder-
taking, whether it be duty or pleasure, the pleasant or the
trying experiencesinlife, eachisof valueonly insofar as
they add to man'sgrowth spiritudly.

Thegospel of Jesusopensbeforeour spiritual vison
theobject of life, so that we can seein theworld about us
thepossibilitiesof those sunkeninsin, if they could only
beturned to God. Thiswas Christ' perspective of man's
future. Thisisso clearly brought out in our text.

Inthissettingwehave Jesusat Jacob'swell in Samaria.
A number of Samaritanswere coming out of Sychar. They
had been attracted by the words of thewoman. "Come,
seeaman, whichtold meall thingsthat ever | did..." Cu-
riogity brought them together. Jesusisthe sameaswe see
today, when anew exhibiting model isplacedinastore
window. Perhapswe could see no promising futurein
thesemen. Thedisciplesdid not. The Samaritanswere of
amixed race, half Jew and half Canaanite. Andtheir wor-
shipwasasmixed astheir blood. Their moralsand socia
standing wererather low. Human nature could not expect
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much form such men. But to the eyes of Jesusit wasdif-
ferent. Hesaw men asthey really were; their possibilities
through the regenerating love of God the Father. And so
He addressed His disciples, who could see naught but
thesordidnessintheir lives; "...Lift up your eyes, and ook
onthefields, for they arewhitealready to harvest.”

Wherever Jesus saw men whose soulsyearned for
something better, looking eagerly for asaving knowledge
of divinetruths, Helooked beyond the disguise of human
depravity and beheld thereal man. Most peoplewould
have drawn away from that poor Samaritan woman. She
wasignorant, superstitious, degraded. Surely there could
be nothing good accomplished in speaking to her! Yet
noticethe attitude of Jesus. He showed no superiority, no
haughty condescens on. Herecognized her spiritud ten-
dencies, the secret yearning of her heart. First Heawoke
thelatent desiresin her breast, then He brought to her
that blessed balm. He spoketo her asif it were by virture
of humanrights. Noloftier truth was ever uttered by the
Saviour of mankind than the words, "But whosoever
drinketh of thewater thet | shdl givehimshdl never third...."
(John4:14).

In every lesson taught, Jesus opened to man the av-
enueof life, thehighway that leadstolifeeterna. And the
particular truth that woul d reach each special listener, or
group of hearers, wasever brought out by Him.

AsHiseyeswere cast about for someoneto carry on
when Hisearthly mission would befinished, Hebeheld
Peter and hisbrother Andrew, together with Jamesand
John. In thosefishermen he saw fit material for acrop of
workersto take over. He saw in the sinful woman that
washed Hisfeet with her tears, not the miserable outcast
creature, but asoul washed of thissin, and her ability to
understand the deepest mysteriesof grace. Hesaw Levi,
the despi sed tax-collector, the poverty of spirit whichhun-
gered for abetter life, that would make him atruedis-
ciple, capableof writing thefirst gospel. He saw in Paul
of Tarsus, the conscientious Pharisee, therdigiouszed o,
hisprofound conviction, hisuntiringenthusiasm, and atire-
less scholar, which would make him atrue missionary
apostle.

Withthedisciplesgothevision of the"fields...white
dready toharvest”. They went everywhere preaching the
gospdl, raising up churcheswith mento carry onwhile
they reached out farther, so that in asingle generation,
Christ had been preached from theAtlantic on thewest
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to Indiaon the east; from Ethiopia on the south to the
British1desonthenorth.

Paul looked across the Aegean Sea and saw the
shoresof anew field of operation. With thismental pic-
ture, and the wonderment regarding theinhabitants be-
yond, hewent to deep. Invisonthere stood beforehima
man of Macedonia, with apleawhich hasbeenthewatch-
word of Christian missionsever since, "comeover and
help us." And so through hislove for those who sit in
darkness, Paul could not content himself until he had
reached the remotest bound of Europe- Spain, England,
France, and wherever men roamed with heartsyearning
for purity of soul - therewefind traces of Paul'slabors
which arefelt eventothisday.

It was God who sent that vision to Paul. God saw the
worth of soulsin that place. So Jesus met Paul in the
person of afellow man, and in that vision Paul wasim-
pressed with theworth of the soulsof fallen man. Wher-
ever men are groping with benumbed souls, feeling the
weight of woe, and wheresin hasleft itstrail, therewe
hear the call through God's | oudspeaker, which appeals
tothetender love of the Christian worker. It may bethe
soul of anaked savage, or acivilized outcast, yet there
weseeapossiblechild of God. Jesusdied for him, and if
heacceptssavation'scall, hissoul may bewashedinthe
blood of the Lamb. L et usremember that Jesusshall see
thetravail of Hissoul and be satisfied, but not until every
effort hasbeen exerted toturn sinnersto Him. And | think
that with tearsHe will utter the sad words, "Hethat is
unjust, let himbeunjust ill, and hewhichisfilthy, lethim
befilthy dill..." (Revelaion 22:11).

Itisavision of thelost world that has prompted all
our missionary efforts. It isasense of the heathen dying
without hopethat hasstirred menin al ages to surrender
the pleasures of home and friends, to go to the heathen
lands.

Thevision of God-fearingmenin all ageshasbeen
theincentivebehind themost beautiful chaptersever written
and theannalsof the Church of God. The heroiclivesof
menandwomeninevery ageand climedtill sirsthebreast
of mankind with the sameardor born of divinelove.

It mattersnot wherethe heartsof mankind cry out for
abetter life. Chrigtisthe"propitiationfor our sins, and not
for oursonly, but for thesinsof thewholeworld. All are
included so long asheisadescendent of Adam.

Itisthe power of thisspirutal vision that can seethe
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future; seethewhitefields, wherelifeisthe poorest and the most unpromising that we seejewel sfor the diadem of our
Saviour. Itisinthisvisionthat we seethe hope of ahomein thenew earth, wherethe qualities of mankind hasvanished
though thechanging of theultraraysof thegloriouslight flowing from thethrone of God and the Lamb, that spursuson
inthestrugglefor the conversion of soulslostingn.

Thegoa towin menand women, boysand girlsfor whom Christ died, has caused someto giveuptheir lives. The
Apostle Paul wrotein Il Corinthians 11:21-28: "'l speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak.
Howbeit whereinsoever any isbold, (1 speak foolishly,) | am bold also. Arethey Hebrews?soam 1. Arethey Israel-
ites?soam . Arethey the seed of Abraham?soam . Arethey ministersof Christ? (1 speak asafool) | ammore;in
labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jewsfivetimes
received | forty stripessave one. Thricewas| beaten with rods, oncewas| stoned, thricel suffered shipwreck, anight
and aday | have beeninthedeep; Injourneyingsoften, in perilsof waters, in perilsof robbers, in perilsby mineown
countrymen, in perilsby the heathen, in perilsinthecity, in perilsinthewilderness, in perilsinthe seg, in perilsamong
false brethren; In weariness and pai nfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness. Besidethosethingsthat arewithout, that which cometh upon medaily, the care of al the churches.”

LiketheApostle Paul and other true saints of God, wea so need to give our livescompletely tothe Lord, doing
whatever and wherever Hedirectsus. Wedso dl need aspiritua vision, whichisactudly thevison of theLord, tohelp
fulfill Hiswork here upon the earth. May God give each of usthat vision along with the strength and wisdom to
accomplishit.

Theannua Church of God Youth Retreat washeldin the hill country around SanAntonio from July 24th through July
29th. Atotal of 40 Youth participated intheevent. Thethemeof theretreat wasP. U. S. H. (Pray Until Something
Happens) and throughout theretreat the Youth |earned how to deepen their connection with God through prayer.
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_ Wewan to continueto remember in prayer our churchin Myanmar
- asthey continueto havegreat difficultieswiththecivil war there
and aso arehaving avery hard timewith Covid.

| I T T —
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
FIVE THOUSAND FED
ScriptureReading: Matthew 14:14-21.
Golden Text: Matthew 14:21.
" And they that had eaten wer e about fivethou-

sand men, bessdewomen and children.”

1. What did Jesusdo when He saw the great multitude?
Matthew 14:14.

2. Why did the discipleswant to send the people awvay ?
Matthew 14:15.

3. What did Jesus say to them? Matthew 14:16.

4. How much did they have to feed the people? Mat-
thew 14:17.

5. What did Jesus do with theloaves and fishes? M at-
thew 14:18-19.

6. How muchwasleft after they dl had what they wanted
to eat? Matthew 14:20.

7. How many peopledid Jesusfeed? Matthew 14:21.

NOTE: You canfindthisstory alsoin Mark 6:30-44,
Luke9:10-17; John 6:1-14.

LESSON I
CHRIST WALKSON THE SEA
ScriptureReading: Mark 6:45-56.
Golden Text: Mark 6:49.
" But when they saw him walking upon the sea,

they supposed it had been aspirit, and cried out” .

1. What did Jesustell Hisdisciplesto do, and wheredid
Hego after they went away? Mark 6:45-46.

2. When even was come, where was the ship? Mark
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6:47.

3. What did He seethe disciplesdoing in Mark 6:48?
How did Jesus come unto them?

4. When they saw Jesuswalking upon the sea, what did
they suppose He was, and what did He say to them?
Mark 6:49-50.

5. Did He go up to them and into the ship? What hap-
pened to thewind?Mark 6:51.

6. What waswrong with their hearts?Mark 6:52.

7. When the ship cameto shore, did the people know
Jesus? Mark 6:53-54.

8. When they heard who Jesuswas, what did they bring
unto Him?Mark 6:55.

9. Did those who even touched the hem of Hisgarment
receive healing? Mark 6:56.

LESSON 11
JESUSGOESTOAWEDDING

ScriptureReading: John 2:1-11.
Golden Text: John 2:1 (first part).

" And thethird day therewasamarriagein Cana
of Galilee..."
1. Wherewasthe marriage?John 2:1.
2. Who went with Jesus? John 2:2.
3. What wasthetrouble at the wedding? John 2:3.
4. What did Jesusdo whilethereto help? John 2:7-8.
5. What had Jesus doneto the water? John 2:9.
6. What did the governor say to the bridegroom? John
2:10.
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7. How many miracleshad Jesusdonebeforethis? John
2:11.

LESSON IV
HEALING THENOBLEMAN'SSON
ScriptureReading: John 4:43-54.
Golden Text: John 4:51.
" And as he was now going down, his servants
met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth."
1. Wherewas Jesus at thistime? John 4:43.

2. Who wasthefather of the sick boy, and fromwhere
washe? John 4:46.

3. What did he ask Jesusto do? John 4:47.
4. How did Jesus answer him?John 4:48.

5. Did Jesusheal hissick son, and did the man believe
Jesus? John 4:50.

6. What messagedid hisservantsbring him asheneared
home? John 4:51.

7. What did he ask his servants, and what did they an-
swer?John 4:52.

8. What did thisproveto him?John 4:53.

9. How many miraclesdid thismakefor JesussinceHe
cameto Galilee? John 4:54.

NOTE: A miracleisamighty act by the power of God.

HAIR RAISERS- answerson page 23

1. Who hung by hishair inthe oak?

2.Who had hishair cut for avow?

3. Whologt hisstrengthwhen hishair wascut?
4. Who was covered with red hair?

5. Who wiped Jesus feet with her hair?

6. What color hair goeswith leprosy?
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We walk in darkness
God will seek us
We must make a choice
Jesuswelcomes us if we confess.
Who are we?
Answers on page 23.

Mini Maze - Please help the Pilgrim get to the
Thanksgiving Day picnic.
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The Box With The Golden Key

By May Sanley

Joy looked puzzled assheread thefamiliar handwrit-
ing on the white envel ope Mother had handed her. "To
Joy On Her 14th Birthday" waswritten on theenvel ope.
"Mother, wheredid thiscomefrom?' sheasked. "Uncle
JameshasbeeninIndiafor ayear now."

"Uncle James gave that envel ope to me before he
left,” Mother said, smiling. "Hesaidthat | wastogiveitto
youonthisspecial day."

"l wonder what it could be?' Joy'sforenead wrinkled
inafrownasshestared at it.

"Openit, silly," her younger brother Ricky told her.
"Youwill never find out by looking at it."

Joy laughed. "Might beagood idea,” shesaid, rip-
ping opentheenve ope. Asshepulled out thel etter some-
thing shiny fell into her lap.

" Alittlegold key!" Shegasped, turningit over in her
hand. Eagerly, sheread theletter out loud.

"Dear Joy."

" | amsorry that | cannot bewith youin persontoday.
But | have atreasure box for you. Thislittlegolden key
will openitif youfollow directionscarefully. First, goto
my former room next to Ricky's. You will find asmall
black box in thetop bureau drawer. It containsthefirst
clue. God blessyou, and may the treasure bring much
happinesstoyou.”

"UncleJames."

Joy jumped up. "Comeon, Ricky. What arewewait-
ingfor?'

Quickly sheran to Uncle James room and opened
thetop bureau drawer. Ricky was closeat her heels.

"Olook, Ricky!" she said as she pulled ablack box
fromthedrawer. "L et usseewhat isinsde.”
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Eagerly shereached in and pulled out abit of paper.
It read, "thisistheclueto thetreasure; May it bring you
joy without measure. Next youwill huntinaplaceoutin
front, wherein summer youfind lotsof pleasure.”

"Whereisthat?' Ricky asked."| do not get it.”

Joy thought for amoment. "He could mean outsidein
front of the house - maybethe porch.” Shedashed down
thestairs. "Comeon. Let usget agardentrowel todigin
thestone urn by the steps. That will beour first try."

"Itisagoodthingitistoo early for Mother to have
anything planted out hereyet,” Joy said breathlessly as
sheduginthehard dirtinthestoneurn.

"1 cannot find anything here.”

Ricky had been peering under the porch stepsand
other placeshethought likely. "I have not found anything
ether," hesad.

Joy looked around her. Suddenly her face brightened.
"Thesummer house! Let usingpect the summer house! It
followstheclue”

Ricky ran after her as she headed across the front
yardfor thelittle summer housewherethey often played
inthesummer, shaded from the hest.

Joy beganto search everywhere: behind the benches,
under the old table, in ahole under the steps. Vinescov-
ered the summer house, and she began to explorethere.
Littleby little sheworked her way upward. Near thetop
of thetrellis, wherethe vines grew thickest, her finger
struck something hard and unfamiliar.

"Thereisa box here," shecalled to Ricky.

"Push that bench over here, please. | cannot reachit.”

She stood on the bench and tugged. The box was
overgrown by thevinein such away that she could not
budgeit. She pulled the vines apart one at atime, until
findly thebox loosened. A thrill tingled through her asshe
got it down.

Shefelt disappointed when shelooked at it. It was
justanordinary tinbox. Shebegantotug at thelid. Rusted
through, it broke off in her hand. There was some col-
ored cellophaneinside. She opened it and another note
fell into her hand.

"Itisanother clue," Ricky said, looking over her shoul-
der.

With fingersthat trembled, Joy removed the wrap-
per, and read,
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"takealittle stroll out to theroad,

Turnright, half amilefromyour abode:

Takewithyou ashove,

Andgird near thehove,

By thetumble down porch thereisatoad.”

"That soundscorny,”" Ricky said, "What doesall that
mean?'

"1 do not know ether,” Joy told him. "But et usfollow
thecluesoneby one. First wewill get ashovel. Thenwe
will goout totheroad, turnright, and start walking. That
partisclear anyway.”

After they had walked aways, Ricky asked, "Joy,
what isahovel?'

"A hovel isatumbled down old shack, | think."

Suddenly she stopped. "O Ricky, that isit! | think |
know were Uncle Jamesmeant. It might bethat old shack
that sitsback off theroad. Comeon, let usrun!”

Asthey came suddenly upon the place, Joy stopped.
Shewould not admit it to Ricky, but theplacedidlook a
little scary with itsboarded up windows and weeds all
around.

"Doyouredly think thisistheplace?' Ricky asked.
"M-maybeitissomewhereese."

"Yes, | think thisisit." Joy'svoicetrembled alittle,
"Come on, Ricky, and be sure not to drop the shovel."

As Joy pushed bravely through the weeds and
bramblesto the shack, she noticed how dead and brittle
they seemed to be.

"Hereweare," shesaid. "I guess nobody has been
herefor ayear. | do not evenseeaporch. Thecluesaidit
had atumbled down porch. Comeon, let uslook at the
back."

"Thissureisthorough going,” Ricky panted. They both
had to stop severd timesto untanglethemsavesfromthe
weeds and burrs. Once Joy looked around in the high
grassfor Ricky but could not find him.

"Ricky!" shescreamed frantically.

"Ouch!" Ricky'svoicewas so near her it made her
jump. Hepulled himself up. "1 stumbled over that rabbit
hole; phew, | hopewe soon find that treasure.”

Ricky poled among the high grass near the porch.
Joy saw somelarge stones nearby.

"ORIicky!" shecriedto her startled brother. "Hereis
abig, cold dead toad!"
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"Well, what do you know about that,” Ricky said, "l
thought something bit you. Itisanirontoad.”

"I guessyou did, theway | screamed!" Joy walked
back to where she had found the toad. " See that bare
spot? That iswherethetoad wassitting. Let usstart to
digthere.”

"All right, | got theshovel, and | will start." Ricky
pushed it into the soft earth. Joy let him dig until she saw
hewas getting tired. Then shetook her turn.

"Didyou hear that, Ricky?' Shedropped to her knees
andreachedinthehole. "It ssemstobeameta box. | will
havetodigalittiemore.

Finally, Joy had the metal box on the ground before
her. Shetook her gold key and turned it inthelock.

"It--itisapackage--al wrappedinoilshine!" Joy cried.
"ORicky, thismust bethetreasureat last!"

Impatiently, shetugged asthewrappings. When she
finally got the gift unwrapped, she gasped with pleasure.
"ABible! A beautiful Bibleinwhiteleather andwithgold
edges! Sothisisthetreasure!™

"Aw, | thought it would begold or preciousjewels, or
something likethat." Ricky wasclearly disappointed.

"ORicky, thistreasureisbetter than that kind of one.
Lisentowhat Uncle Jameshaswrittenontheflyleaf: 'But
lay up for yourselvestreasuresin heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not
break through nor steal: For whereyour treasureis, there
will your heart beadso' " (Matthew 6:20-21).

"Say, thatisright," Ricky said. "That iswhy welove
Jesusmorethan anythingintheworld. Say Sis, your Bible
isabeaut.”

Joy huggedit tightly to her asthey started back through
theunderbrush. "l loveit morethan anything | own. Andit
waslotsof funtofindit onatreasure hunt.”

Answersto HAIR RAISERS on page 21.
1. Absalom- Il Samuel 18:9

2. Paul -Acts18:18

3. Samson - Judges 16:17

4. Esau - Genesis25:25

5.Mary - John 12:3

6. Yellow - Leviticus13:30

Bibleriddle- TheWicked - | Chronicles28:9
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" Pray without ceasing. I n every thing give thanks: for
thisisthewill of God in Christ Jesus concerning you"
(I Thessalonians 5:17-18).







