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Reprinted

“He came unto his own, and his own
received him not” (John 1:11).

Asweread thisBibletext, wewonder why Jesuswas
not received. Thisisthe question we want to answer
now. Why was (past) and is (present) Jesus not
JOYFULLY awaited? Theanswer iseasy tofind. His
first coming meant that His being be made like us:
“Whereforein ALL thingsit behooved him to be
madelikeuntohisbrethren...” (Hebrews2:17).

Itisatruereadlity that Jesus was born as a helpless
baby, andastheBibletdlsus. “Andshe(Mary) brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped himin swaddling
clothes, and laid himinaMANGER,; becausethere
wasnoroom for themintheinn” (Luke2:7). Thereis
wherethe shepherdsfound the Christ baby: “ And they
camewith haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and
thebabelyinginamanger” (Luke2:16).

We certainly know that Jesuswas cradled inamanger
in deepest poverty and weakness. The masterhand of
God was painting apicture of man asHe seeshim, asHe
seesyouandme. Itisasthough He wantedto say through
thebirth of HisSon, “ Thisiswhat youare, O man. This
ishow | seeyou! Your heartislikethestablefull of dung
andfilth, anditisnight. Butinthemidst of thisdarkness|
giveyou my only begotten Son.” Thisisthevery reason,
however, that people do not want Jesus, and that iswhy
they do not want the cross either. But BECAUSE He
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wanted to saveusout of thisnight and from perishing, He
“made of himself no reputation” to theutmost. Let us
consider thissalf abasement of our Lord Jesus, and then
weshall seeclearly how HisFather in heaven seesus.

Jesus Cameto Bethlehem

Bethlehem becamethe center of the eventsof thebirth
of Christ. Yet, Bethlehem wascompletely insignificant.
Only thegrest city of Jerusdlem had religiousand historic
significance. Yet the Saviour did not comeintotheworld
in Jerusalem but inthetown of whichit saysinMicah 5:2,
“But thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou belittle
amongthethousandsof Judah...” That wasthereason
for thergjection on the part of Jerusalem, for it doesnot
only say of Herod that he was troubled, but “ all
Jerusalem with him” (Matthew 2:3). God Issaying
throughthebirth of Jesusin Bethlehem, “ You arenothing,
Oman!” Seel Corinthians 1:26.

Hecamein theNight

Certainly it appliesto our Lord Jesus. But in respect
of the unapproachablelight, He also does descend into
the deepest night of sin. But therewith something
tremendous happened: “...the light shineth in
darkness...” (John 1:5).

If it isnight in your heart, night through sin, His
wonderful light will illuminatethe darkest cornersof your
heart. Andwhenyour snscometothelight, the Scriptures
say, “...if wewalk inthelight, asheisin thelight, we
have fellowship onewith another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (I
John 1:7). Throughthecoming of Jesusinthenight, God
reveded OUR night,Y OUR night.

HeCamein Utmost Poverty

Weall know this. We have beentold it many times.
But few peopleredizethat God let Him cometosuchan
speakable poverty so that He could show us OUR
POV ERTY, and through Hislifeand death removethis
poverty. You areaninfinitely poor person who hasno
living rel ationship with the source of life, with the Son of
GodHimsdf. Despiteyour outer weathyou areinwardly
poor through and through. But the Lord says, “ For ye
know thegraceof our Lord JesusChrigt, that, though
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he was rich, yet FOR YOUR SAKES he became
poor,that YE THROUGH HISPOVERTY MIGHT
BE RICH?” (I Corinthians8:9).

He Camein Weakness

| sthere anything more hel plessthan anewborn baby?
How dependent it is, so delicateand fragile! Thisishow
hel plessand weak Jesusbecamewho carriestheuniverse,
whose power isunlimited. InthisHebecamelikeyou
and me, for thisishow weak and helpless, how fragilewe
areinour sins, completely a themercy of theenemy. But
then Jesus came, from the Almighty Father, and the Son
of God becameaswesk asus. “ That it might befulfilled
which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,
Himself TOOK OUR infirmities, and bare our
sicknesses’ (Matthew 8:17). Blessed arethey who put
ther trustin Him! Such aperson becomesin hisweskness
“STRONG IN THE LORD” (Ephesians 6:10) and
rgjoiceswiththeApostlePaul, “ ...when | am weak, then
am| strong” (11 Corinthians 12:10).

Jesus Cameto a Sable

No doubt theinn-keeper said to Mary and Joseph, “I
haveroominthestablebehindtheinn.” Mary saw how
the condition was not conduciveto bring forth her child.
She did see a clean manger licked by the animalsinto
which sheput the Baby Jesus. Jesushad to bemadelike
usinALL things, which also concerns—1 repeat —the
stablefull of filth and dusty cobwebs, which resembles
our heart. He cameto thisstable, but the stablewas not
inHim. “...Hewasin all pointstempted like aswe
are, YET WITHOUT SIN” (Hebrews4:15). Butyou,
self-righteous, pious person, hereyou have apicture of
how God seesyou. Heseesinto the stable of your heart.
Accept what God saysabout youin HisWord, for only in
thisway will Jesusfind roominyou and lead you out of
thegtableintoHismarve louslight.

Jesus Cameto Die

Thisisthe deepest stage of His self-stages of self-
abasement. Bethlehem, night, poverty, weakness, stable,
and death. What for? So that we MAY LIVEWITH
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HIM forever. When Jesuswanted to lead Hisdisciples
into thisdeep abasement, and then noticed that “ ...many
of hisdiscipleswent back, and walked no morewith
him.” Hesaidtothetwelveapostles, and Heissaying
the same to you: “...Will ye also go away?’ (John
6:66-67).

Areyou following the Saviour in this self-abasement?
What a“glittering” tragedy the enemy has made out of
thebirth of Christ! A grostesque contradiction! There
are so many concerning theaspectsof thishirth that have
been changed. Another timewewill gointo them, but for
now we are only concerned about Hisimmediate birth.
Many people havelotsof lightsaround them duringthe
month of December, yetintheir heartsit ispitch dark.
They receive presents and yet they are so poor. They
seek security and fellowship and yet they areso lonely.
Many long, especially inthesedays, for purity and yet
everythingisimpure. Thisisbecausethey aregoing the
wrong way. You do not want to accept the surrender of
your lifein the self-abasement of Jesus. If youwereto
do that it would becometruly light inyou. Be honest,
haveyou not often been disappointed in the mockery of
Christmas? The magjority of peoplewho have plunged
intothebirth of Christ anditsworldly festivitieswakeup
to sobering and are disappointed afterwards. Why is
this? Because the Lord’'s Word about our sort of
celebrationsare, “ Shall not theday of theLORD be
darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no
brightnessin it? | hate, | despiseyour feast days,
and | will not sméell in your solemn assemblies...Take
thou away from methenoise of thy songs; for | will
not hear the melody of thy viols” (Amos 5:20-21,
23).

Why doesthe Lord speak likethis? Because up until
today Y OU havewanted “ Christmas’ but not the birth of
Jesus Christ —Jesuswith Histotal claim, Jesuswith His
relentlessdemand of complete surrender and belief inthe
Holy Word. ItisahardWord but essential, so that Y OU
becomewilling at |ast to accept Jesus becoming likeyou,
inyour nature of corruption. Thenitwill betruly the
knowledge of thebirth of Christ for you, and then Jesus
will bethekinginyour heart.
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Il Timothy 2:15: “ Sudy to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.”

Thisismy second article on how we should go about
“Rightly Dividing” God's Scripturesand how we should
read the Biblefor acompleteunderstanding. A few critica
componentsare used to understand and comprehend any
document weread: Purpose, Context, and Substantiation.
Part 1. discussed applying the correct PURPOSE.
Today’sarticlelooksat CONTEXT.

Merriam-Webster’sdictionary definescontext” as
follows: (source: https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/
context)

1. The parts of adiscourse that surround a word or
passageand can throw light onitsmeaning;

2. Theinterrelated conditionsinwhich something exists
or occurs.

Asweread the Bible, we bring alot of ourselvesto
thetable. Our experiences, history, knowledge, thought-
processal shapetheway wethink and interpret. When
we read certain words, we assume we know their
meaning. Because of our biases, itisvitd topray for God's
help to keep an open mind and lead our researchinthe
right direction.
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By David Royer

Part 2

Sincethe Bible waswritten at adifferent timewith
different cultural norms, wemust read Scripturesinthe
correct context. Thefollowing essentialsof reading for
context waswritten by Abby Rikeand used by permission
of “ExploretheBible, LifeWay”: (https://rockthis.org/faith/
context-101-your-comprehensi ve-gui de-to-understanding-scripture)

Let’sexplore4 Bible Context Essentials:

1. Whereit fits. (Thesentencesbefore and after theverse
you' restudying). If you only havetimefor onestep when
looking at the context, thisistheone! Read the verses
before and after the one you are studying. Many
misunderstandingsof what you' rereading can becurtailed
by understanding what happened before and after.

2. Historical setting. (Look for what was going on
during thistime period). In someinstances, theverse may
haveacompletely different meaninginthe ancient world
instead of how wemight interpret it today. If you havea
study Bible, they usually have asection that can get you
up to speed quickly. If you don’t have a study Bible,
head back to google and search for theversealong with
historical context. Consider theauthor of thetext aswell
astheintended audience. Threeareasof study that you
can engageinto uncover new ingghtsfrom Scripture;
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*UNDERSTAND THE GEOGRAPHICAL
CONTENT OFANCIENT ISRAEL

*UNDERSTAND THE COUNTRIES
SURROUNDING ISRAEL

*UNDERSTAND THE CULTURE OF ISRAEL

3. Literal meaning. (Thewordsit uses). Define any
words that aren’t crystal clear. You can start with a
gandard dictionary andfollow it upwithaBibledictionary.
However, thedictionary isnot thefinal word. It can never
tell you what use a specific writer is making of any
particular word or phrase.

No single word is a metaphor in itself unlessit’s
embedded in context. Therefore, it makes no senseto
ask asolitary word, “Istheword meant literdly?” because
theword standing onitsown givesnoindication. The
key to the meaning of any word or verse comesfromthe
paragraph, not just fromtheindividua words.

4. Synthesis. Thisprincipleistwo-fold. First, youwant
to consider theverseyou' restudyingin light of theBible
asawhole. If you'reanew Bible reader, no worries.
This will come in time. Just know the Bible never
contradictsitsaf.

Here’'show it works. First, get the big picture. Look
at the broader context of the book or chapter.
Next, stand back from the verse and look for breaksin
the passagethat identify Sgnificant unitsof thought. Then
ask yourself, “What in this paragraph or group of
paragraphsgivesany clueto the meaning of theword or
verseinquesion?Ingenerd, what ideaisbeng deve oped?
What istheflow of thought?’

Withthelarger context now in view, you can narrow
your focus and specul ate on the meaning of theverseor
word itself. Whenyou come up with something that seems
right, sumit upinyour ownwords. Finaly—andthisstep
iscritical— seeif your paraphrase—your summary—
makes sense when inserted in the verse's placein the
passage.

The second part iscross-referencing. Ah, the beauty
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of cross-references. You know thoseitty bitty, tiny letters
and numbersin the margins of your Bible? Those are
abbreviations of other versesin the Biblethat support
and directly relateto the verse you' re studying. One of
themost amazing partsof theBibleishow it provesitsdf.

SUMMARY

TheBibleisyour daily life playbook, not an outdated
relic to be kept on a shelf. According to LifeWay
Research, morethan half of Americanshavereadlittleto
noneof the Bible. About 30 percent look up thingsinthe
Bible only when they need to. And lessthan a quarter
haveany systematic planfor reading theBibledaily. Some
17 percent just flip it open to read apassage at random.

Reading our Bible helps usto grow in our faith. By
understanding what weread initsproper context andin
view of God'sintentions: Showing usHisheart, Hisplan
for humanity, and the sacrificia gift of Jesus, they bringus
intotheright relaionshipwith Him. WhenwevaueGod's
Word, wewill work to grow in our knowledge of it.
Part 3 continued in the January 2022 issue

911

Hello, 911, what'syour emergency?
Uhm, | just witnessed aburglary.
| saw Satan steal somebody's soul
And send him gtraight into misery.

It took place about 6 minutes ago on Perdition Road.
Hetook him and hoped to someday get himinthelake
Of fireand havehim all baked.
Thewholescenewasof gehennahell.

But instead of praying
Hejust threw some changeinsde of thewishing well.
Andfromthelooksof It
| don’t believethewish did himwell.
Afterwardshewas brought to hisknees.
Begging & pleading, "Please,

God could you save mefromthisdecree?
| humbly repent frommy iniquity.”

Instantly hewas saved.

God is911l.

Derrick Shaw
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authorxity

by MoisesTorresM.

According to the New Webster's Dictionary, AU-
THORITY is1. A person appealed to asan expert. 2.
Theright to give commandsor to carry out or to enforce
others commands. 3. A person or persons having pow-
ersor government; opinion, decision, power. Therefore
authority isbased on theright and power to exercise or
perform something. Let usconsider somedifferent types
of authority intheBible,

TheApostle Paul wrote on sometypesof authority in
| Corinthians 11: "But | would haveyou know, that the
head of every manisChrist; and the head of thewomanis
theman; and the head of ChristisGod" (verse 3).

Christ isthehead or representative of every man
because heisthe only Onewho raised up from the dead
and wastransformedto eternal life (Colossians 1:18).
L et usremember that heraised up fromthe dead after He
wasthreedaysand threenight inthe sepulchre. After His
resurrection, hesaid: "...All power (authority) isgiven
unto mein heaven andin earth.” Matthew 28:18. Heis
the"super-man" who savesman from the power of death
because through Hisobedience He overcomesdeath. Let
usremember that after Hisresurrection Hewasableto
fly and becomeinvisible; totrangport himself to the speed
of hismind, and get in closed roomsthough thewalls. He
had become aquickening spirit (I Corinthians 15:45). For
Him there were no barriers of matter, space, and time,
anymore. He got the total control over matter, and the
judgment of manwasput in hishandsforever. SoHeis
the head of every man because he has power and right
(authority) over them.

God isthehead of Christ because He created Him.
Heishisheavenly Father, and the Lord JesusisHisonly
begotten Son. The Lord Jesus Christ isthefirstborn of
every creature and God caused him to be born of a
woman. God raised Him up from the dead, and put al
thingsunder Hisfeet, and gave Him to bethe head over
al thingstothe church (Ephesians 1:22; Colossians 1:15).
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God isthe supremeand compl ete, authority. Hecre-
ated everything out of nothing and Hispower isinfinite.

The Head of the woman isthe man. Why does
man havethisauthority over woman?TheBiblegivesus
theanswer:

"For amanindeed ought not to cover hishead, foras-
much asheistheimage and glory of God: but the
woman istheglory of theman. For theman isnot of
thewoman; but thewoman of theman. Neither was
the man created for the woman; but thewoman for the
man. For this cause ought thewoman to have power on
her head because of theangels’ (1 Corinthians11:7-10).
Welearn that thisauthority given to man camefirst di-
rectly from God. One of thereasonsisthat manwascre-
atedfirst, "For Adam wasfirst formed, then Eve." An-
other reason isthat, " And Adam was not deceived, but
thewoman being deceived wasinthetransgression. Not-
withstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they
continueinfaith and charity and holinesswith sobriety.” (I
Timothy 2:13-15). After thefdl of manin Eden, Godsaid
tothewoman: "...I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and
thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children;
and thy desire shall beto thy husband, and heshall rule
over theg" (Genesis 3:16).

Thewoman wascr eated for theman, not theman
for thewoman. Theman was created for the honor and
glory of God. Thewoman was created for the honor and
glory of theman. Angelsarenot familiar with sex, (Luke
20:34-36), sowoman must havean externa sign or power
of distinctionwhichisher own hair. "But if awoman have
long hair, itisaglory to her: for her hair isgiven her fora
covering” (I Corinthians 11:15).

Let uscontinueonverse11: "Neverthelessnether is
the man without thewoman, neither thewoman without
theman, intheLord.” Thisspeaksof aperfect complete-
ness. Both man and woman, havetheir respective pow-
ersand rightsin the Lord. For example: Man hasthe
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right and power to beget children; the woman hasthe
right to conceivethem. Women do not havethe power or
authority to beget children, and vice verse, man cannot
conceivethem. Thisisthegreat problem or confusion
with gaysand leshians, they cannot usurp or takethe au-
thority of the opposite sex.

Today man and woman havelost their identity before
the Lord because they want to usurp powersor authori-
tieswhich doesnot correspond to them. In our daysthe
word "unisex" has also contributed to make men and
women losetheir identity beforetheLord. Thisisconfu-
sion, let us remember that God destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah because of thissamelack of identity.

In1 Corinthians 15, the A postle Paul speaksto some
other typesof authorities.

"All fleshisnot the sameflesh: but thereisonekind of
flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes,
and another of birds. Therearea so celestial bodies, and
bodiesterrerstrial: but theglory of the celestrial isone,
and the glory of theterrestrial isanother. Thereisone
glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and an-
other glory of thestars: for one star differeth from an-
other staringlory" (Verses 39-41).

TheApostle Paul means herethat men, fishes, birds
and the beasts of the earth have adifferent authority. Man
cannot liveinthewatersasfishes; or thefishesfly inthe
air asthebirds; and the beasts of the earth cannot usurp
or display the authority of men. Everything created by
God hasits own authority Even the days of the week
were separated by God for adifferent purpose or au-
thority. Six of them were dedi cated to work and do what-
ever man hasto do; the seventh day isthe Sabbath day of
rest of theLord.

The sun hasitsown power and themoon hasitsown
glory. Heretheword glory meansauthority energy, aspe-
cia function. Themoon cannot exhibititslight during the
day hours, neither the sun at night. Each onehasitsown
authority limitsor dimension, and soitiswithevery celes
tial body; even every star in heavenisdifferent fromone
anotheringlory.

"So alsoistheresurrection of thedead. Itissownin
corruption; itisraisedinincorruption: Itissownindis-
honor; itisraisedinglory: itissowninweakness; itis
raised in power: Itissownanatural body; itisraiseda
spiritual body. Thereisanatural body, and thereisaspiri-
tual body. And soitiswritten, Thefirst man Adamwas
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madealiving soul; thelast Adam was madeaquickening
spirit” (I Corinthians 15:42-45).

Herewe al so seetwo types of manwith adifferent
authority. Thenatural manisaliving soul and the spiritua
isaquickening spirit. " Thefirs manisof theearth, earthy:
thesecond manisthe L ord from heaven. Asistheearthy,
such arethey asothat areearthy...And aswehave borne
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear theimage of
theheavenly. Now thisl say, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corrup-
tioninheritincorruption” (verses47-50).

Theauthority of theterrestrial or natural body islim-
ited to aliving soul whowill besownin corruption. The
authority of thespiritual isan unlimited quickening spirit
whichiseternd life. So, let usattempt to obtain the great-
est heavenly authority of aspiritua body asour Lord Jesus
Christ.

| AM WAITING

| am nothing without You beside me,
| am nothing without You on board,
| am nothing unless You allow me,
| am nothing without You my Lord.

Please help me to do all the right things,
Please help mein everything | do,
Please help me to show that I'm Christian,
Please help me, my strength comes from You.

Forgive me, for the sins|'ve committed,

Forgive me, for the bad things I've done,

Forgive me, for forgetting to thank You,
Forgive me, for having so much worldly fun.

| am waiting to hear Your shout, Lord,
| am waiting for the trumpet to sound,
| am waiting to be on the Sea of Glass, Lord,
| am waiting to stand with You on Holy Ground.

Pat Evans
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HONEY COOKIES

Psalm 119:103 NIV: How sweet are your wordsto
my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!

Raw honey was avaluable asset in the Bible. When
God gavethelsradlite peopletheir promised land, it was
caled aland flowing with milk and honey—afertileagri-
cultural areathat could produce amazing foods—includ-
ing beeswith raw honey. Not only was honey nutritious
andfilling (Johnthe Baptist, Jesus cousin and prophetic
forerunner, ateadiet of wild locustsand honey), itwasa
valued gift aswell asasweet metaphor for God’sWord.

"Thentheir father Israel said to them, "If it must be,
then do this: Put some of the best productsof thelandin
your bags and take them down to theman asagift -- a
littlebamand alittle honey, some spicesand myrrh, some
pistachio nutsand amonds.” (Genesis43:11)

Duetoitsantioxidant, antifungal, and anti-bacteria prop-
erties, raw honey isoften caled “liquid gold.” It sused to
help boost the immune system, soothe a sorethroat or
cough, softendry skin, and even aidsin healing wounds.

Many of our Sistersin the Church havealoved cov-
ered dish that isbrought to our Sabbath Day cov-
ered dish dinners-- If you'd liketo contributethat
kosher recipe to The Food Corner please send to
Church of God 7th Day P.O. Box 328 Salem, West
Virginia26426 or email christylgiggles@aol.com
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Ingredients
3eggs
2 cups honey
Y% cup milk
2 teaspoons baking soda
43> cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon anise extract

Directions
Sep 1
Preheat oven to 350 degreesF.

Sep 2
Beat eggs well. Dissolve baking soda with a little
milk. Mix together the rest of the ingredients to
make a soft dough.

Sep 3
Bake for 8 to 10 minutes. DO NOT OVER BAKE.
Frost with your favorite icing.

BASIC GLAZE ICING -

Ingredients
1 1/4 cups powdered sugar
3 tablespoons milk (moreif needed)

Directions
Mix milk into sugar.
Add more milk, 1 Ths at a time,
if needed to achieve desired consistency.
Drizzle on desired product.
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BIBLE

Takenfrom TheHome Instructor Part | - If you'dliketo
receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

PART 1- SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

Question: From what source do we get the Scriptures,
and by whom arethey given?

Answer: "All striptureisgiven by theinspiration of God...”
[l Timothy 3:16.

Question: Of what valuearethe scriptures, and for what
arethey profitableto us?

Answer: "All scriptureis...profitablefor doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That theman of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all goodworks' 11 Timothy 3:16-17.

Question: What arewe admonished to do, that we may
understand theWord correctly, and finally receivedivine
approval?

Answer: "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be be ashamed, rightly
dividing theword of truth" 11 Timothy 2:15.

PAGE TEN

uestions

and

Question: By studying and receiving aknowledge of the
sacred word, what will it finally acquirefor us?

Answer: "Andthat fromachild thou hast knowntheholy
scriptureswhich areableto maketheewiseunto salvation
through faithwhichisin Christ Jesus’ Il timothy 3:15"

Quegtion: Why isapersona knowledge of the Scriptures
of vital importanceto every person, and without it why
would they be deceived?

Answer: "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God: because many false
prophetsare goneout into theworld" | John 4:1.

"And no marve; for Satan himself istransformedinto an
angd of light. Thereforeitisnogreat thingif hisministers
a so betransformed asthe ministersof righteousness...”
[1 Corinthians11:14-15.

Question: Inwhat way does God warn Hispeopleto be
onguard?

Answer: "Whereforetake unto you thewholearmour of
God, that ye may be ableto withstand inthe evil day...
having your loinsgirt about with truth, and having on the
breastplate of righteousness, And your feet shod withthe
preparation of thegospel of peace” (Ephesians6:13-15).

Question: We notice when Satan wastempting Christ of
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forty daysand nights(Luke4:1-12), that Christ answered
him by quoting atext of scripture. What do the Holy
Scriptures instruct us to do, when we are likewise
tempted?

Answer: "...beready awaysto givean answer to every
man that asketh you areason of the hopethat isinyou
with meeknessand fear" | Peter 3:15.

"Prove all things; hold fast that which is good" |
Thessdonians5:21.

Question: Why did Paul declarethe peopleof Bereato
be more noble in God's sight than those living at
Thessdonica?

Answer: "These were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,
whether thosethingswereso” Acts17:11.

Question: From what source did the prophecies of the
Biblecometous?

Answer: "For the prophecy camenotin old timeby the
will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by theHoly Ghost" I Peter 1:21.

Don't let fear stop
you from doing what
God has called you

to do. Pray, prepare
yourself and make

use of teamwork,
Nehemiah, 2:1-20
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2 not, and ye shall _-

SHOULD WE JUDGE OTHERS?

By Bond Tennant

Two peopleworking inthe same officehavemuchin
common. Both say that they arefollowersof Christ. It
has been noted that both do not use bad language as oth-
ersintheofficedo or attend questionable office " extra-
curricular activities"

Onthe other hand, thetwo men area so quitediffer-
ent! Thefirst man seemsto bevery judgmental of others
whofal short of Christian principles. Hesayshisopinion
doesnot count, and theonly thing that countsisif some-
oneisinviolation of biblical standards. The second man
seemsto beall "charity and mercy." He doesnot think
that itishisplaceto judge anyone because he saysthat he
has plenty of hisown problems. Both quote Scriptureto
support their views. how can we harmonize thesetwo
views?

Fird, let usconsder Scripturesthat tell usnot tojudge
others.

1. In Matthew 7:1-2, Jesus said that we should avoid
judging othersif wedo not want othersto judgeus.

2. InMatthew 7:5, Jesusdeclared that wemust judge
ourselvesbeforewe attempt to judge others.

3. InLuke 18:9-14, Jesus condemned the Pharisee
for judging himsdlf asrighteouswhilejudging thetax col-
lector asaman of lower worth.

4.In1 Corinthians 4:1-5, the A postle Paul warned
the Corinthian brethren against making hasty, unfounded
judgmentsabout him. Hetold themtolet the Lord do the

judging,
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Now, let usconsider Scriptureswhich declarethat
wecanjudgeothers.

1.InI Corinthians6:1-6, wearetold that sometimes
wemust act asajudgeto settle adisagreement between
brethren.

2. Matthew 7:15-20, || Peter 2 and | John 4:1-3tell
usthat we must evaluatethe beliefsand actions of spiri-
tual leadersto judgefor ourselveswhether they aretruly
servantsof God.

3. Matthew 18:15-20, | Corinthians5 and Gal atians
6:1 tell usthat we should lovingly comfort, seek hisre-
pentanceand, if necessary, subject toachurchdisciplea
fellow believer who harborsasinful attitude or becomes
involvedingnful actions.

4.1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1:5-9 tell usthat we must
judgeif thechurch leaderswewould select arequalified.

5. In Jude 22-23, we are instructed to be ready to
judge whether personswho need spiritual help require
gentle compassion or alarm and rebuke.

Now |et usconsider an explanation.

When Jesus said, " Judge not, that ye be not judged”
(Matthew 7:1), hewasforbidding ajudgmental, critical
attitude. A judgmental, critical attitude readswrong mo-
tivesinto what othersdo and viewstheir actionsin the
worst possiblelight. Paul wrote, " Thereforejudge noth-
ingbeforethetime,...” (I Corinthians4:5). thiscautionsus
againgt assuming theroleof final judge. Christwill dothe
final judgment. He d oneknows peopl€'shearts.

Ontheother hand, Paul called onthechurchtojudge
and expel from fellowship aprofessing brother whowas
livingingn. "For what havel to dotojudgethemasothat
arewithout?do not ye judge them that are within? But
them that arewithout God judgeth. Therefore put away
fromamong yoursel vesthat wicked person” (I Corinthians
5:12-13). Head so rebuked them for suing oneanother in
secular courtsrather than working out their differencesas
Christian brothers. "Dare any of you, having a matter
against another, goto law before the unjust, and not be-
forethesaints? Do yenot know that the saintsshall judge
theworld?and if theworld shal bejudged by you, areye
unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Know ye not
that we shall judge angel s? how much morethingsthat
pertaintothislife?If then ye have judgmentsof things
pertaining to thislife, set themtojudgewho areleast es-
teemedinthechurch. | speak to your shame. Isit so, that
thereisnot awiseman among you?no, not onethat shall
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be ableto judge between hisbrethren?But brother goeth
to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers® (I
Corinthians6:1-6). Our duty isto judgeaswrongal con-
duct that violates God'smoral standards. We must judge
all doctrineto seeif it contradictsthe clear teaching of
God'sWord. "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try
the spirtswhether they are of God: because many false
prophetsare gone out into theworld" (1 John 4:1). Itis
our duty to confront abrother or sister whoissinning so
that we may help thisperson repent and correct hisor her
conduct. "Brethren, if aman be overtakenin afault, ye
which are spiritual, restore such an onein the spirit of
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also betemped”
(Gaatians6:1). Churchleadership positionsmust be de-
nied tothosewho have abad lifestyle or teach fal sedoc-
trine. Read Matthew 7:15-20 and || Peter 2.

L et usnot forget to be properly motivated and re-
member our limitationsinal our judging. By judgingin
love, weaimto help, not hurt. We must judge only what
we can see. We must not make an attempt to interpret
motives. Itissintojudgewith aself-righteous, critical,
vindictiveattitudeand spirit.

What are some pointsthat we must gpply when judg-
ing others?

*We are proneto be self-righteous and self-centered.
Therefore, we must first examine our own heartsbefore
we makejudgments about another person.

*Wemust avoid arguing over motiveswhen confront-
ingafamily member with afault. Becausegod d oneknows
the heart, we must ded with specific actions.

If church brethren areinvolved in adisputethat can
belegally settled out of court, everything possible should
be doneto secure asinceremediator or arbiter. God will
providethewisdom.

*When given the opportunity to consider the names
of brethren to be church officers, let usjudge whether
they meet thebiblical qudifications.

*Let ushaanceour lovefor thewrongdoer with zeal
for thepurity of thechurch. Thisprocedurewill truly honor
God.

Inclosing, let usmakeafina resolution: Whenjudg-
ing others from asdlf-righteousattitude, reveding acriti-
cd Soirit or presumptuoudy interpreting motives, itiswrong.
But judging isright and helpful whenit flowsfrom proper
motives. Sincerejudging uses God's Word asthe stan-
dard, and it leadsto corrective action.
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TheApostolic Ministry

By David Del_ong

Ateaching, or belief, that isintherealm of Christendom,
givestheideathat theApolostic Ministry, asoutlinedin
the Bible, isno longer operating in the body of Christ
today. Did thetwelve original apostles, aong with Paul
and Barnabas, end thenumber of gpostlesfor the Church?
Or, did the apostolic age end around the time that the
Apostle Johnwason theldeof Patmos?Itisto examine
theseand smilar questionsthat thisarticle hasbeen writ-
ten.

Firg, let usdefinewhat ismeant by theApostolic Min-
istry. Weread in Ephesians 4:11-14 where Jesus, after
Hisascension, gave certain giftsto the Church, and the
purposethey weregiven. Thesegiftsare: "And hegave
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evange-
lists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting
of thesaints, for thework of theministry, for theedifying
of thebody of Christ: till weall comeintheunity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of thefulness
of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed
toand fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine,
by the dleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lieinwait to deceive;”. Inl Corinthians 12:28-30,
we canread about asmilar list of someof thegiftstothe
Church, with afew more mentioned. Here, the order of
authority islisted.

For thisstudy, then, wewill definethe A postolic Min-
istry asthat ministry given by Christto the Church asout-
lined intheabove passages of Scripture, withtheapostles
being the ones who have been del egated the most au-
thority, and thusthe most responsibility, for the body of
Christ. Jesus Christ, being the Head of the Church, isof
coursethe Onewho dictatesto thosein Hisbody.

Now most people have no problem with seeing pas-
tors, teachers, and evangdistsas operating inthe body of
Christ toady. The question isgiven concerning the apos-
tolicfunction. For thisstudy weshall confineour thinking,
for themost part, to: 1.) to attempt to seeif apostleshave

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

ministered from thetimethat Jesus appointed theorigina
12 until the close of the New Testament age, and 2.) at-
tempt to seeif apostlesareto befunctioning even today.

It iscommon knowledge that Jesus chose 12 of His
disciplesto be apostles. We can read about thisin M at-
thew 10:1-15. Jesus sent forththese 12 menin verse 5,
and gavethem specificingtructionsto go only tothehouse
of Israel at that time, aswecanreadinverse6: ""'But go
rather to thelost sheep of thehouse of Isragl." Evenyears
later, these 12 apostleswere still to go primarily to the
Isradlitesaswe can seefrom Gaatians 2:7-9, and possi-
bly James1:1. In Galatians chapter 2, Paul saysthat the
gospd of the"uncircumcision” wascommitted unto him,
and that the gospel of the"circumcision” wascommitted
unto Peter. Jamesand John, too, were still to go unto the
circumcision, or Israglites. Soimportant wastherol ethat
theorigina 12 apostles played, that they will be honored
inthekingdom of Jesusassitting upon 12 thrones, judg-
ingthe 12 tribes. Also, they will havetheir namesrecorded
inthe 12 foundations of thewall of the New Jerusalem
(seeMatthew 19:28; Revelation 21:14).

The Scripturestell usthat Judas|scariot fell fromhis
apostolic position because of transgression (Acts1:25)
andwasreplaced by Matthiasby drawinglots(Acts 1:26),
bringing the number of the original apostlesback to 12.

InActs12:1-2 we can read about a persecution insti-
gated by King Herod against the Church. Herod had James
the brother of John killed, and tried to kill Peter, also.
However, through amiracle of God, Peter was spared at
thistime. In the very next chapter of Acts (Acts 13),
verses 1-3, weread about achurch gatheringin Antioch.
Among themembersof the church herewere Saul (Paul)
and Barnabas. The Scripturestell usthat the members
present at this gathering "ministered to the Lord, and
fagted" (verse2). | believethat thisissgnificant. Thetime
herewas being spent inworshiping God and seeking His
will. Whenwedo this--minister to the L ord--resultswill
quickly come form God. And results did come at that
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time, dso. Verse 2 further tellsusthat the Holy Spirit said,
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for thework whereunto
| have called them. Thiswasthe choosing of Barnabas
and Paul to become apostles. Verse 3 tells us that the
brethren at Antioch sent them away, and verse 4 affirms
that they actually were"sent forth" by the Holy Spirit.
Thus, Paul and Barnabas a so became apostles. Acts,
chapter 14, confirms this, as they are directly called
apostleshere (seeverses4, 14).

Persecution could not, and cannot today eiminateall
of theleadersof God'speople, just asit cannot €liminate
all of the people of God. TheLord callsforth new |ead-
ers, and new members, to carry on Hiswork.

But, were these men that have been listed so far the
sumtotal of apostles of whichtheBibletellsus?By no
means! Wemust remember that Ephesians4:8-14 gives
the divine appointments of leadership in God's Church,
not only for thefirst century Church, but for the Church
throughout history. Apostlesinthebody of Christ arejust
asessential today asthey have alwaysbeen. The very
fact that we havethe divine appointments of evangelists,
pastors, and teachers today operating in the body of
Christ, provesthat the other two divine appointments--
apostlesand prophets-- must al so be operating today as
well. Thebody of Christ cannot havethe onewithout the
other. All of thesedivineappointmentsarelisted together
in Ephesians4, and all work together for the" perfecting
of thesaints..."

Now, then, let us go back to the Scripturesto seeif
we can determinewhether any othersarelisted ashaving
held the position of apostle. Romans 16:7 says. " Salute
Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my
fellowprisoners, who are of noteamong theapostles, who
alsowerein Christ beforeme.” Thesetwo peoplewere
"of noteamong the apostles.” One might object that this
doesn't prove these two to be apostles. But if one will
study the Greek rendering of thispassage, it will beshown
that thesetwo wereactualy, it would appear, "'notewor-
thy apostles.”

Letusturnto| Thessalonianschapters1 and 2. Chapter
1, verse 1, beginsPaul'sintroductionto the Thessa onians.
Hewrites: "Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the
church of the Thessalonianswhichisin God the Father
andintheLord JesusChrit: gracebeuntoyou, and peace,
from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ." The
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introductionincludesthreemen--Paul, Silvanus(or asthe
margin reads, Silas), and Timotheus (or Timothy).
Throughout therest of chapter one, and at |east partly
through chapter two, Paul usesthe pronoun "we" inrefer-
ring to the threejust mentioned. Now notice chapter 2,
verse6: "Nor of men sought weglory, neither of you, nor
yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as
theapostlesof Christ." Silasand Timothy, then, arelisted
along with Paul asbeing apostles. Further proof for this
comeswhenweconsder someof themargina references
for | Thessalonians2:2 and | Thessalonians3:1, which
refer usback toActs 16 and 17. These passagesinActs
tell usof theworking together of Paul, Silas, and Timothy.
Thus, the"we" of | Thessalonians2:6, includesSilasand
Timothy, along with Paul asbeing apostles.

| Corinthians 9:1-6 contains somethoughtsthat, | be-
lieve, are often overlooked. Inverses1 and 2 Paul vindi-
cateshisposition asan apostle. Verses3 and 4 vindicate
Paul'sand Barnabas's authority asapostles. Notice now
verses 5 and 6: "Have we not power to lead about a
sister, awife, aswell asother apostles, and asthe breth-
ren of the Lord, and Cephas? Or | only and Barnabas,
have not we power to forbear working?' Theselast two
verseslist several apostles. Listed are Cephas (Peter),
Paul, and Barnabas. Also, among thelist isthe phrase,
"the brethren of the Lord.” Who werethe"brethren™ of
the Lord, and werethey apostles? To examinethis, we
shall goto Matthew 13:55, which says: "Isnot thisthe
carpenter'sson?Isnot hismother called Mary? And his
brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?" So,
then, the Biblelistsfour brethren that Jesushad. Areany
of the brethren of Jesus listed as being apostles? Yes.
Gdatians1:19 says. "But other of the gpostlessaw | none,
save Jamesthe Lord'sbrother.” Now keepin mind that |
Corinthians 9:5 stated "brethren of theLord". Therefore,
at least oneother of Jesussbrethren, besides James, could
have been an apostle, and the possibility existsthat even
all four of Jesus'sbrethren were apostles.

Philippians2:25isavery interesting verse. Thissays.
"Yet | supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus,
my brother, and companioninlabour, and fellowsol dier,
but your messenger, and hethat ministered to my wants.”
In Strong's concordance, theword for "messenger” in
verse 25, is listed as #652, which in the Greek is
"gpogtolos’, fromwhich we get theword apostle.
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Epaphroditus, then, appearsto be an apostle.

A similar situation arises when we consider |1
Corinthians8:23. Thissays. "Whether any do enquire of
Titus, heismy partner and fellowhel per concerning you:
or our brethren be enquired of, they arethe messengers
of thechurches, andtheglory of Christ." Here, again, the
word for "messengers’ inthe Greek istheword apostle.
Therefore, | believethat Tituswas an apostle. Someone
might object, however, that Titus may not have beenin-
cluded among those particular "Brethren” inverse23 as
being the "messengers’ or apostles. Thereis, however,
further evidence of Titusbeing an apostle. Let usread
and compareActs 14:23with Titus 1:5. Acts 14:23 says.
"Andwhenthey (Paul and Barnabas) had ordained them
eldersin every church, and prayed with fasting, they com-
mended themtotheLord, onwhomthey believed." From
thisverseitisevident that theordaining of eldersisoneof
thedutiesof an apostle. Whenwe comparethiswith Titus
1:.5wencticethat Titushad theauthrity to ordaineldersin
every city of Crete, thusgiving strong evedencethat he
could well have been an apostle. Concerning Titus, we
readin chapter 1, verse5: "For thiscauseleft | (referring
to Paul) theein Crete, that thou shouldest setin order the
thingsthat arewanting, and ordain eldersin every city, as
| had appointed thee."

| shall bring to our attention at |east onemore consid-
eration. Thereisalso evidencethat Apolloscould have
been an apostle. | Corinthians 3 and 4 giveastrong case
infavor of hisbeing an apostle. | Corinthians 3:4-6 says.
"For whileone saith, | am of Paul; and another, | am of
Apollos; are ye not carnal? Who is Paul, and who is
Apoallos, but ministersby whom yebelieved, even asthe
Lord gaveto every man?| have planted, Apolloswa-
tered; but God gave the increase." These verses list
Apollosasoneof theleaders of the Church, with possi-
bly asmuch authority as Paul. Verse 22, further states:
"Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas (Peter), or the
world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to
come; dl areyour's;" Now notice chapter 4, verses6 and
9: "And thesethings, brethren, | havein afiguretrans-
ferred to myself and to Apollosfor you sakes; that ye
might learnin usnot to think of men abovethat whichis
written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against
another...For | think that God hath set forth usthe apostlies
last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a
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spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.”
Thisseemsto indicate that Apolloswas an apostle. At
least thisiswhat the Church of God, 7th Day hasunder-
stood. | shall quotefrom one of thetracts published by
the Church of God, 7th Day, entitled "The New Testa-
ment Church", page 13, paragraph 3: "Apollosisalso
caled an apostle. Comparel Corinthians4:6,9. See mar-
gin." Apparently theonewhowrotethistract had amar-
gind referencethat hel pedto clarify Apollosasbeing an
apostle. However, the biblical evidence seemsweighty
that hewasan apostle.

What have we proven by thisstudy? Simply that the
Apostolic Ministry did not die out withtheoriginal 12
apostles, nor with Paul and Barnabas. Apostleshaveal-
waysbeen operatinginthebody of Christ, andwhenthey
died out the L ord has seen it to replace those apostles
with others so that there has always been abody of 12
men leading the Church. We can be surethat apostlesdid
not cease to operate at the close of the new Testament
era. They arefor leadershipinthe Church today. Aswe
have seen, the five divinely appointed positions of
Ephesians4:11--apostles, prophets, evangdligts, pastors,
and teachers-- are: "'For the perfecting of the saints, for
thework of theministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ:..." Sincetheseworksin the body of Christ have
not been completed, then al fiveleadership positionsmust
still be operating together.

Inconclusion, | want to emphasi zethefact that whether
inthefirst century church, the church during the Dark
Ages, or inthe church of today, wherever and whenever
there have been saints of God who have needed perfect-
ing (asthere have been since Jesussday), theApostolic
Ministry hasbeenin operation, and will continueto oper-
ate, until the second coming of Jesus.
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Word Keys
That Unlock Truth

Listening to astudy by one of our ministers, hewas
talking about being an ambassador and it made methink
that would be agood word to define. Simply put anam-
bassador isadirect representative of acountry, company
or aperson.

Inour caseitisadirect representative of God and our
Lord JesusChrist. Anambassador carriesamessagefrom
theone heisrepresenting to someoneelse.

In Ephesians 6:20 The Apostle Paul saysheisan am-
bassador in bonds (the spiritua bondsthat hefelt hecould
not escapefrom) for aparticul ar reason and the message
heisto carry isthe gospel . An ambassador must havethe
courageto speak boldly for the onethat he represents,
and Paul makesthe statement that he does speak boldly
and deliversto the people everything heistold. In I
Corinthians 5:20 Paul says*“we” are ambassadors for
Christ, meaning himself and othersthat would cometo
themin Jesus sname and the messagethey would bringis
to“beyereconciledto God”. The“we’ comeson down
to ustoday with the same message of charging peopleto
changetheir ways of worldlinessand keeping the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus. Eveninthe
physical bondsof the Roman Empire Paul never quit be-
ing an ambassador for God.

Proverbs13:17 tellsusthat afaithful ambassador brings
good health, that heisnot thereto tear down but to assist
inthebuilding up of relationswith that country or person
that heissent to. Thenvs. 18tellsusthat theone hearing
will beblessed if he acceptsthe message of theambassa-
dor.
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| recently waswalking behind aman, and | wasread-
ing thewordson hist-shirt; it said, “ beawitnessfor Jesus
every day and when necessary usewords’. It struck me
that weare ambassadorsfor the Lord in exampleaswell
asinwords.

Goingforwardinlifemakeevery effort to bethewal k-
ing, talking ambassador for God.

THE LITTLE THINGS

When you go out in the morning,
To begin the work of the day,
Don't neglect the little chances
You will find along the way;

For in lifting another's burden,
And speaking a word of cheer,
You will find your own cares lighter,
And easier far to bear;

What if you arein a hurry,

And your business a pressing load,
Would you pass by a suffering brother
Fainting beside the road;

For help that you might give him,
By only crossing the way,

To carry a bit of sunshine
To brighten his cloudy day?

We find 'tis the little things,
The little crosses and cares,

The little golden chances
Which make up the sum of the years;
I f we take them with heart of courage,
And do them the best we may,
They will be like a host of angels,
Flitting about our way;

And our liveswill be the richer
And sweeter and better, dear,
For the helping one ancther,
And speaking the words of cheer;
Then let us be true to duty,
Though sometimes hard the way,
For we find that the crown of life comes
Through serving every day.
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What’sHappeningAround theWorld

GreetingsBrethrenin hisHoly Name. Wanted to sharethewonderful sermons/studiesthat the Dall as, Texas Church of
God 7" Day has provided in hopesthat you will join usfor worship on the Sabbath.

Theministry has provided aseriesof post Lord's Supper sermonsto keep our brethren focused on the sacrificethat
our Lord and Savior didfor us. Here are afew titles: The Commission of aKing, Path to Holiness, Sicknessand
Healing, God Fulfills, Fulfilling Prophecy: Wal king with Jesus, thetimeline of Jesus Christ’s Death and Resurrection,
and Devotionto Christ ComesFirst to nameafew.

Friday Sabbath @ 7:30 pm the Youth Ministry hascommenced aseries of Bible Studiesreferencing our Youth from
our teenagersto the Young Adults. Weknow asaministry, that these are critical yearsand Satan isdoing hisbest to
keep our children from seeking after Him. Thefirst title of the study was* Its Tough Being aTeenager.” The Youth
Ministry will build on these studiesin hopesof our addressing thedirect trialsand tribul ationsthat our Youth endure.

Join usinWorshiping Hisgreat name and receiving ablessing during the Lord’ s Day-- The Sabbath Day inwhich He
sanctified that day to worship Him and give Him al the honor and glory He deserves.

Watch LiveFriday Nights7:30 pm CST and Sabbath 10: 15 CST on Facebook DallasTX Church of God 7th
Day -- click on their pageand watch previous sermonsand lessonslisted below.

Friday's service message
by Brother Jordan Smith

Sabbath School Lesson by
Brother Joel Cruz

‘ROME, THE BEAST OF
REVELATION 13"

Later a message from - ; el
Brother Alfonso Telesca . » Herrer&
- = ¥
S ———

message : “ The Sacrifice =

Brot her>r J o el C r u=

by
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( SANCTIFIED APOSTOLIC )

Top Right Picture- L-R. Sister Decermae Flores,
Sister Janet and her grandaughter behind her,
Sister Dadeth Fuentes, Sister Jesamae Flores,

Sister Jenisa Dales
Bottom L eft Picture- L - R. Sister Dadeth

Fuentes, Sister Janet Flores, Sister Shiela Flores,

and Sister Torina Dales
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
THE INVASION OF JUDAH

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles32:1-33.
Golden Text: Il Chronicles32:21 (first part).

"Andthe LORD sent an angel, which cut off all the
mighty men of valour, and theleadersand captainsinthe
camp of theking of Assyria."

NOTE: Hezekiahisnow king of Judahasyou havelearned
inthelast severd lessons. Hebegan hisreign with agrest
reformation. He cleansed thetempl e, and the people have
oncemore kept thefeast of Passover. That had not been
kept sincethe daysof Solomon. Now let us study about
theinvasion of Judah by theAssyrians.

1. Whowasready to comeagainst Judah? 11 Chronicles
32:1.

2. What did Hezekiah dowhen hesaw theking of Assyria
had come?11 Chronicles 32:2-5.

3. What did hetell the peopleafter they had been gath-
ered together? |1 Chronicles 32:6-8.

4. King Sennacherib of Assyriasent hisservantsto Jerusa
lem. Read I Chronicles32:9-16, and then tell some of
theba sphemousthingshe said againgt Hezekiah and God.

5. What else did he do against King Hezekiah and the
Godin heaven?l1l Chronicles32:17-19.

6. Hezekiah and the prophet | saiah prayed to the Lord
for help. Did they receive an answer totheir prayer?11
Chronicles32:20-23.

7. What happened to Hezekiah, and what did he do
concerning this? 11 Chronicles 32:24-26.

8. Read Il Chronicles32:27-30, and tell about Hezekiah's
wealth and power.

9. Wherewas Hezekiah buried, and who reigned after
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hisdeath? 1l Chronicles32:33.
LESSON I
MANASSEH, KING OF JUDAH

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles33:1-25.
GoldenText: 11 Chronicles33:9.

"So Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalemto err, and to do worsethan the heathen, whom
the LORD had destroyed beforethe children of Isradl.”

NOTE: We havejust finished studying about Hezekiah
who wasking of Judah from 726-697 B.C. Hereigned
29 yearsand wasarighteousking. Now Manasseh, his
son, isbeginningtoreignin hisplace. Let usseeif hisson
will continueto ruleaswell ashisfather hasdone.

1. How old was Manasseh when hebeganto reign, and
how long did hereignin Jerusalem?11 Chronicles33:1.

2. Did he do good in the sight of the Lord? Read ||
Chronicles 33:2-6, and tell some of thethingshedidto
provokethe L ord to anger.

3. What further did hedoin Il Chronicles33:7-9?

4. Did the Lord speak to Manasseh and the people?
Did they hearken to Him? What did the Lord causeto
happen to Manasseh?11 Chronicles33:10-11.

5. Did Manasseh seek the Lord whilehewasin afflic-
tion? Did the Lord hear hissupplication? 11 Chronicles
33:12-13.

6. After this, what did the King build? Did he command
Judahto servetheLord again?1l Chronicles33:14-17.

7. Wherewas Manasseh buried when hedied, and who
reigned in hisstead?11 Chronicles33:20.

8. Amon was twenty two years old when he began to

reign. How long did hereign, and did hedo good inthe
sight of theLord? Il Chronicles 33:21-23.
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9. How did Amon dieand who reigned in his stead?11
Chronicles33:24-25.

LESSON 11
JOSIAH'SGOOD REIGN
ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles34:1-14.
Golden Text: Il Chronicles34:3 (first part).

"For inthe eighth year of hisreign, while hewasyet

young, he began to seek after the God of David hisfa-
ther:.."
NOTE: Inour last lessonwelearned that Amonwasking
of Judah. Hereigned two years. Hewasawicked king
and wasfinally dain by servants. Josiahisnow ready to
succeed Amon at the age of eight.

1. How old was Josiah when he began to reign, and how
long did hereignin Jerusalem?I1 Chronicles34:1.

2. Did hewalk uprightly beforethe Lord? 11 Chronicles
34:2.

3. What good thing did he do at the age of 207? 11
Chronicles34:3-4.

4. Inwhat other citiesdid hedo away withidolatry?11
Chronicles34:6-7.

5. Whom did he send to repair the house of the Lord
during theeighteenth year of hisreign?1l Chronicles34:8.

6. What didthesemengivetoHilkiah, thehighpriestinll
Chronicles34:9-117?

7. Did the men work faithfully? Who were the over-
seers? |1 Chronicles34:12-13.

LESSON IV
HILKIAH FINDSABOOK OFTHE LAW

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles34:14-33.
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Golden Text: 11 Chronicles34:30 (last part).
" ..and hereadintheir earsall the words of the book
of the covenant that wasfound inthehouse of theLORD."

NOTE: Josahbegantoreignin Judahwhen hewaseght
years old. At the age of twenty he began to make re-
forms. Hedestroyed idolatry and hasjust begunto repair
thetemple of theLord. Let usstudy further about his
reign Now.

1. What didHilkiah, thepriest, findinll Chronicles34:14?

2. Towhom did Hilkiah give the book? Then to whom
wasthebook delivered?11 Chronicles 34:15-16.

3. Shaphan read the book before theking in verse 18.
What did theking do when heread thewordsof thelaw?
I1 Chronicles34:19.

4. What did the king command his servantsto do? 11
Chronicles34:20-21.

5. Towhom did Hilkiah and those who had been ap-
pointed by theking go?11 Chronicles34:22.

6. What didthe Lord say Hewould bring uponthisplace?
[1 Chronicles34:23-25.

7. What werethey totell theking of Judah?11 Chronicles
34:26-29.

Answers to Mountain Top Happenings

. Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11).

. Moses, Elijah, and Jesus (Matthew 17:1-8).
. Mount Sinai (Exodus 19).

. Mount Pisgah (sometimes called Nebo).

. Mount of Olives,

. Mount Carmel (I Kings 18:41-46).

. Calvary or Golgotha (Mark 15:22).

. Mount Ararat (Genesis 8:4).

. Mount Hor (Numbers 20:27-28).

10. Mount Carmel (I Kings 18:33).
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ROGER, SUE,AND THE MARBLES

Roger and Suewere alwaysplaying together, some-
timesinthe sand pilein Roger'sbackyard, sometimesin
Sue'slittle playhouse or sometimes, especially onrainy
days, inthe basement of one of the houses.

Oneday, when their mothersthought that they were
playingin Sue's playhouse, they ran off down the street
andintothe"fiveandten" store. AsRoger walked by one
of the counters, he picked up abag of marblesand put
themin hispocket. Sue, very surprised, looked at Roger
and said, "Why, Roger, you must pay for that.”

"Hush," said Roger, "Why should | bother to pay for
it? No one but you saw metakeit, so what harm did it
do?'

Suedtarted to protest again, but Roger said, "Bedtill!"
So Sue obediently kept silent.

AsSuewent back homewith Roger, shesaid, "Roger,
why did you take those marbles? Don't you know that it
isreally stealing? The Bible saysin the Ten Command-
ments, " Thou shalt not stedl ."

"What difference doesit make?" asked Roger, "As
long as no one saw me? Come-on, Sue, let's play with
the marbles. We can havelots of fun with them." Roger
started rolling the marblesto Sue. At first, Sue started
playing with Roger, but then she became all choked up
inside. Shejumped up sobbing and ran up to her room.
There she threw herself onto her bed and thought and
thought about what Roger had done. "I wonder what Jesus
thinks," said little Sueto herself. "1 wonder if Jesusstill
lovesRoger."

L ater that day, Sue went over to Roger'shome, and
hisMother gave them some deliciouswarm sugar cook-
iesand cold milk. Asthetwo children wereeating, Mrs.
Terry, Roger'smother, said, "Did you children havefun
thismorning?What did you do?"

"We played in Sue's playhouse" said Roger very
quickly.

"But, Roger--", Sue started to protest, but Roger
looked at her sternly and shook hishead very hard. Little
Suewas so surprised and confused that shedidn't know
what to do or say, so she stopped talking.

That night as Suewent to bed, shethought of all that
had happened that day. "I wonder why Roger stole and
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liledtoday,” shesaidto hersalf. "Perhaps Satan told him
to, because our Sabbath School teacher said that Satan
triesto makelittle children do thingswrong so that they
won't besaved.” Tearstrickled downthelittlegirl'sface
as shethought what anicelittle boy Roger used to be,
and how terribleit would beif hebecame bad and did not
seetheir dear Savior faceto face someday, and did not
haveahomeinthat joyful kingdom that God has prom-
ised to Hispeople.

Then Sueknelt by her bedsdeand, with her littleheart
aching, sheprayedto God: "Dear Father in heaven, please
do not let Roger be abad boy. Touch hisheart and show
himthat itiswrongto sted andlie. Help himto remember
that song we sang in Sabbath School, 'Come Into My
Heart, Lord Jesus. And please, dear Lord, do not let
Satan enter into hisheart. Help me also, dear Father, to
always be good, and please forgive us both of all our
ans”

Then Suejumped into her little bed, and with joyful
heart, said, "1 know that God will take careof it all now,
becauseHetruly answersprayer, and HesaidintheBible,
"...Suffer thelittle children to come unto me, and forbid
them not; for of suchisthekingdom of God."

Thenext day, Sueand Roger wereplayingin Roger's
sand pilewhensuddenly Roger said, "Doyouthink | should
take those marblesback, and then tell M other what we
redly did?’

Sue said, "Yes, Roger, | think you should. You said
that no onesaw you, but actualy the most important one
saw, because Jesuswatchesusall thetime, and Heknows
whenwedo bad."

"I've been thinking about that, Sue," said Roger," and
| didntdeepvery wdl last night, ether. Let'sgotell Mother
and take the marblesback right now."

"Okay, " said Suehappily, thinking how wonderfully
God had answered prayer. Down the street skipped Roger
and Sue, handin hand, singing their song: "'Into my heart,
into my heart, comeinto my heart, Lord Jesus, Comein
today, Comeinto stay, Comeinto my heart, Lord Jesus."
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MOUNTAIN TOP HAPPENINGS

1. Who was " tempted” on a high mountain?

2. What three men wer e seen on themount of trans-
figuration?

3. On what mountain did Moses receive the Ten
Commandments?

4. Fromwhat mountain did God allow Mosesto see
the promised land before he died?

5. From what mountain did Jesus ascend into
heaven?

6. From the top of what mountain did Elijah's ser-
vant see a cloud the size of a man's hand?

7. On what hill didtheworld'sgreatest tragedy take
place?

8. On what mountain did Noah'sark cometo rest?
9. On what mountain was Aaron stripped of his
garments, which were given to his son?

10. On what mountain did Elijah proveto King Ahab
and the people (by a heavenly fire which consumed
abullock on thealtar) that the Lord, only, was God?

ARE YOU IN NEED?
Areyou sad and lonely, dear?
Jesus Christ is always near.
Areyou fretful, peeved and blue?
JesusisaHelper true.
Areyou wishing for a friend?
Jesus' friendship will not end.
Are you longing to be pure?
Jesus Blood can cleansefor sure.
Are you wishing for some love?
You can have it from above.
Are you needing ANYTHING?
Ask the lovely Heavenly King.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

Begin in the upper left-hand corner and end in
the lower right-hand corner. Find a path through
the letters that spells a message. You must move
across or down. You may not move diagonally.

SECRET MESSAGE:

L FT ]
TLSITTST
[ST1SOITI
IBBINSBS
NEEBEIEI
OBNOTANGB
BENOTFOT
ENOTARAI

NOTAFRAD

If you were another person,
would you like to be a friend of yourself?
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MY GOD

My God istheL ord of themountain,
HisSpirit dwellsalongthe high peaks;
Hegivestomy troubled soul comfort,

And the peace of Hislove my heart seeks.

| tiptoealong shadowed pathways,
Wherefernsblessmy kneeswith a stroke;
My soul findsa peacethat'sunequaled
As| rest at the feet of an oak.

My God istheLord of thevalley,
Whereriversrun silent and deep;
Our feet danceon flower strewn pathways,
Aswe seek Hisfavor to keep.

Birdsfill thevalley with singing, |
Pouringforthwith all of their might;
And theL ord marksthefall of a sparrow,
And not onewill belost from Hissight. |

My God istheL ord of Creation,
And Creationissinging Hispraise,
For thewondrousthingsthat Hegiveus
Wethank you, O Ancient of Days.

|
|
I
|
|
All thewondersHehascreated, ‘

It needsonly onemorething; |
Theruleof our Lord theCreator, ‘
And the peaceonly that rulewill bring. ‘
|

i

By Betty Whetstone







