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FOR WHAT CAN A MAN GIVE
IN RETURN FOR HIS SOUL?"?

hy Bibi Shimoon Allicock Guyana South America

The Bible speaksin many placeson theimportance
of following God'swill and not worrying about thethings
of thisworld. Itisimportant to remember that our timein
thislifeisshort inthe grand scheme of things. "Whoso-
ever therefore shall be ashamed of meand of my words
inthisadulterousand sinful generation; of himaso shall
the Son of man beashamed, when hecomethintheglory
of hisFather with the holy angels... And when he had
called the peopleunto himwith hisdisciplesaso, hesaid
unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up hiscross, and follow me. For who-
soever will savehislifeshdl loseit; but whosoever shall
lose hislifefor my sake and the gospel's, the same shall
saveit. Forwhat shal it profitaman, if heshall gainthe
wholeworld, and lose hisown soul? (Mark 8:38; 34-
37).

Or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul?...God hath spoken once; twice have |l heard this;
that power belongeth unto God. Also untothee, O Lord,
belongethmercy: for thou renderest to every man according
to hiswork...Trust not in oppression, and become not
vaninrobbery: if richesincrease, set not your heart upon
them (Psalm 622:11-12).

If any man teach otherwise, and consent not towhole-
somewords, even thewords of our Lord Jesus Christ,
andtothedoctrinewhichisaccordingto godliness, Heis
proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questionsand
srifesof words, whereof cometh envy, drife, railings, evil
surmisings, Perversedisputingsof men of corrupt minds,
and destitute of thetruth, supposing that gainisgodliness:
from such withdraw thyself. But godlinesswith content-
mentisgreat gain. For webrought nothinginto thisworld,
and it iscertain we can carry nothing out. And having
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food and raiment | et us be therewith content. But they
that will berichfall into temptation and asnare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drownmenin de-
struction and perdition. For theloveof money istheroot
of dl evil: whichwhilesome coveted &fter, they haveerred
fromthefaith, and pierced themsalvesthrough with many
sorrows. But thou, O man of God, fleethesethings; and
follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness. Fight thegood fight of faith, lay hold on eter-
na life" (1 Timothy 6:3-12first part).

"For | reckon that the sufferings of this present
timearenot worthy to be compared withtheglory which
shall berevealed in us...For we are saved by hope: but
hopethat isseenisnot hope: for what aman seeth, why
doth heyet hopefor? But if wehopefor that we seenot,
then dowewith patiencewait for it. Likewisethe Spirit
also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we
should pray for asweought: but the Spirit itself maketh
intercession for uswith groaningswhich cannot be ut-
tered. And hethat searcheth the heartsknowethwhat is
themind of the Spirit, because hemaketh intercessonfor
the saints according to thewill of God. And we know
that all thingswork together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his pur-
pose" (Romans8:18; 24-28).

"What shall wethen say to thesethings?1f God be
for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his
own Son, but delivered himup for usall, how shal henot
withhimasofredly giveusdl things? Who shdl lay any
thing tothe charge of God'select?ItisGod that justifieth.
Who ishethat condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea
rather, that isrisen again, whoiseven at theright hand of
God, who a'so maketh intercession for us. Who shall
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separate usfromthelove of Christ?shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword? Asitiswritten, For thy sskewearekilled all
theday long; weare accounted as sheep for thedaughter.
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through himthat loved us. For | am persuaded, that nei-
ther deeth, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow-
ers, nor things present, nor thingsto come, Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be ableto sepa-
rateusfromtheloveof God, whichisin Christ Jesusour
Lord" (Romans8:31-39).

Let uslook at what Paul suffered for spreading
the Gospel of God concerning our Lord JesusChrigt. "For
yesuffer, if aman bring youinto bondage, if aman devour
you, if amantakeof you, if amanexat himsdlf, if aman
smiteyou ontheface. | speak asconcerning reproach,
asthough we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever
any isbold, (I speak foolishly,) | ambold also. Arethey
Hebrews?soam|. Arethey Isradites?soam|. Arethey
the seed of Abraham? so am I. Are they ministers of
Christ? (I speak asafool) | am more; in labours more
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisonsmorefre-
quent, in deaths oft. Of the Jewsfivetimesreceived |
forty stripes save one. Thricewas| beaten with rods,
oncewas| stoned, thrice | suffered shipwreck, anight
andaday | have beeninthedeep; Injourneyingsoften, in
perilsof waters, in perilsof robbers, in perilsby mineown
countrymen, in perilsby theheathen, in perilsinthecity, in
perilsinthewilderness, in perilsinthesea, in perilsamong
fasebrethren; In wearinessand painfulness, inwatchings
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness. Besdethosethingsthat arewithout, that which
cometh upon medaily, the care of dl the churches. Who
isweak, and | am not weak?whoisoffended, and | burn
not? If | must needsglory, | will glory of thethingswhich
concernmineinfirmities. The God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, whichisblessed for evermore, knoweth that
[ lienot. In Damascusthegovernor under Aretastheking
kept thecity of the Damasceneswith agarrison, desirous
to apprehend me: And through awindow in abasket was
| let down by the wall, and escaped his hands’ (2
Corinthians 11:20-33).

There are many things we do have to suffer as
Christians, but we must keep our focuson theprize. "l
presstoward the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus. Let ustherefore, as many as be
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perfect, bethusminded: andif in any thing ye be other-
wiseminded, God shall revea eventhisuntoyou. Nev-
ertheless, whereto we have already attained, let uswalk
by thesamerule, let usmind thesamething. Brethren, be
followerstogether of me, and mark themwhichwalk so
asyehaveusfor anensample. (For many walk, of whom
| havetold you often, and now tell you even weeping,
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:"
(Philippians 3:14-18). "Whoseendisdestruction, whose
Godisther belly, and whoseglory isintheir shame, who
mind earthly things.) For our conversationisin heaven;
fromwhenceasowelook for the Saviour, theLord Jesus
Christ: Who shall changeour vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto hisgloriousbody, according to the
working whereby heisableevento subdueall thingsunto
himsdf" (Philippians3:19-21).

Itisonly Almighty God who can changeour vile
body into the glorious body; thusit will happeninamo-
ment, inthetwinkling of aneye. 'But | would not have
youto beignorant, brethren, concerningthemwhich are
adeep, that ye sorrow not, even as otherswhich haveno
hope. For if webelievethat Jesusdied and roseagain,
even so them also which dleep in Jesuswill God bring
with him. For thiswe say unto you by theword of the
Lord, that wewhich areaiveand remain unto thecoming
of theLord shdl not prevent themwhich areadeep. For
theLord himsdlf shall descend from heaven with ashout,
with thevoice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: andthedeadin Christ shall risefirst: Thenwewhich
arediveand remain shal becaught up together with them
intheclouds, to meet theLord intheair: and so shdl we
ever bewiththeLord. Wherefore comfort one another
withthesewords' (1 Thessaonians4:13-18).

Inthebook of First Corinthians, chapter 15 verses
50-54; 58 weread: "Now this| say, brethren, that flesh
and blood cannat inherit thekingdom of God; neither doth
corruptioninheritincorruption. Behold, | shew youamys-
tery; Weshall not dl deep, but weshdl al bechanged, In
amoment, inthetwinkling of aneye, a thelast trump: for
thetrumpet shall sound, and the dead shall beraisedin-
corruptible, and we shall be changed. For thiscorrupt-
iblemust put onincorruption, and thismortal must put on
immortality. Sowhen thiscorruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and thismorta shall have put onimmortal-
ity, then shall bebrought to passthe saying that iswritten,
Deathisswalowed upinvictory...Therefore, my beloved
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brethren, beye stedfast, unmoveable, dwaysabounding
inthework of the Lord, forasmuch asyeknow that your
labourisnotinvainintheLord"

What canaman givein exchangefor hissoul, when
theAlmighty has so much goodness, mercy, and pardon-
ing graceto bestow upon us. "Ho, every onethat thirsteth,
comeyetothewaters, and hethat hath no money; come
ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wineand milk without
money and without price. Wherefore do yespend money
for that whichisnot bread?and your labour for that which
satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat yethat
whichisgood, and let your soul delight itself infatness...
Seek yethe LORD whilehemay befound, call yeupon
himwhileheisnear: Letthewicked forsakehisway, and
theunrighteousman histhoughts: and et him return unto
the LORD, and hewill have mercy upon him; and to our
God, for hewill abundantly pardon...For thy Maker is
thine husband; the LORD of hostsishisname; and thy
Redeemer theHoly Oneof Isragl; The God of thewhole
earth shall hebecalled. For the LORD hath called thee
asawoman forsaken and grievedin spirit, and awife of
youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God. For a
small moment have | forsaken thee; but with great mer-
cieswill | gather thee. Inalittlewrath | hid my facefrom
theefor amoment; but with everlasting kindnesswill |
have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer"
(Isaiah 55:1-2; 6-7; 54:5-8).

"Hearken to me, yethat follow after righteous-
ness, yethat seek the LORD: look unto therock whence
ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whenceye are
digged. Look untoAbraham your father, and unto Sarah
that bareyou: for | called him aone, and blessed him, and
increased him...Hearken unto me, my people; and give
ear unto me, O my nation: for alaw shall proceed from
me, and | will makemy judgment torest for alight of the
people. My righteousnessisnear; my salvationisgone
forth, and minearmsshall judgethe people; theidesshall
wait upon me, and on minearm shall they trust. Liftup
your eyesto the heavens, and ook upon the earth be-
neath: for the heavensshall vanish away like smoke, and
theearth shall wax old likeagarment, and they that dwell
thereinshall dieinlike manner: but my salvation shal be
for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.
Hearken unto me, yethat know righteousness, the people
inwhoseheartismy law; fear yenot thereproach of men,
neither beyeafraid of their revilings. For themoth shall
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eat them up likeagarment, and theworm shall eat them
likewool: but my righteousnessshall befor ever, and my
salvationfrom generationto generation...l, evenl,amhe
that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shoul dest be
afraid of amanthat shall die, and of theson of manwhich
shall be made as grass; And forgettest the LORD thy
maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the
foundations of the earth; and hast feared continually ev-
ery day because of the fury of the oppressor, asif he
were ready to destroy? and where is the fury of the
oppressor?...Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and
drunken, but notwithwine: Thussaiththy Lordthe LORD,
and thy God that pleadeth the cause of hispeople, Be-
hold, I havetaken out of thine hand the cup of trembling,
eventhedregsof the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more
drink it again: But | will put itinto the hand of them that
afflict thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that
wemay goover: andthou hast laid thy body astheground,
and asthe street, to them that went over” (Isaiah51:1-2;
4-8; 12-13; 21-23).

"Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that
theeverlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of theends
of the earth, fainteth not, neither isweary?thereisno
searching of hisunderstanding. He giveth power tothe
faint; andtothemthat haveno might heincreaseth strength.
Eventheyouthsshall faint and be weary, and the young
menshall utterly fall: But they that wait uponthe LORD
shdll renew their strength; they shall mount upwithwings
aseagles; they shal run, and not beweary; and they shal
walk, and not faint...Chargethemthat arerichinthisworld,
that they benot highminded, nor trust in uncertainriches,
but intheliving God, who giveth usrichly all thingsto
enjoy; That they do good, that they berichingood works,
ready to distribute, willingto communicate; Layingupin
sorefor themsal vesagood foundation againgt thetimeto
come, that they may lay hold oneternd life" (Isaiah40:28-
31; 1 Timothy 6:17-19). Amen.

BIBLE
TRIVIA

Questions page 19

1. Abel 2. milk and butter
3. husks 4. forty

5. hid themselves from
God 6. persecute the
Christians 7. heal her
daughter 8. watch

9. his mother 10. a dream
11. serpent 12. Philemon
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APOSTASY

Apostasy comesfrom the Greek word gpostasia, meaning
“defection”, “ departure”, “revolt”, “rebellion”, or “tofall
away” from God'struth, and Christian Apostasy isthe
rejection of Christ by one who has been a Christian.
Church apostasy also includesboth Christ’'sand God's
truth.

It isaphenomenon, beginning with the Garden of Eden
until today. Other examplesincludetherebellion by the
childrenof Israel during the Exodusfrom Egypt and their
worship of false godsin Canaan. Even while Jesuswas
on earth, disciplesturned their backson Him. “ And he
said, Thereforesaid | unto you, that no man can come
unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.
From that time many of his disciples went back, and
walked no morewith him.” (John 6:65-66)

Since apostasy hasawaysbeen around us, and we know
it exists, why isit important to recognizeitsincreasing
spread? The Bible indicates that there will be a great
apostasy during theend times.

This" great gpostasy” ismentionedin |l Thessdlonians2:1-
3. “ Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together
unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter
asfromus, asthat the day of Christisat hand. Let no
man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not
come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;” . Most
Chrigtian denominationsarelooking for thearriva of this
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“manof sn” dsocdledtheAntichrist. However, very few
arelookingfor “theapostasy” that must comefirst.

Jesusd soforetold atimewhenmany will fal away because
their love for God will grow cold. “ And many false
prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall
wax cold.” (Matthew 24: 11-12)

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

How do we recogni ze an Apostate Church or any church
dowly becoming one?L ook to thesesigns:

*  AnApostate church doesnot deal with thetopic
ofsn

*  Preaching agospel of compromise

*  Sermonsarefocused on accepting social norms
rather than truthsfound in Scripture.

*  Thechurch isapostate when she performsasa
showboat rather than alifeboat*

*  ChangingtheBibleto suit gender-neutral wording

* An apostate church openly approves of
homosexudity and same-sex marriages

*  They teach: towintheworldisto beliketheworld

*  The church is apostate when she is a house of
entertainment rather than ahouse of prayer*

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




* A pastor ischosen based on hisfund-raisng ability
and charismatic personality to attract peopleto
increasethe congregation’ssizeand “ build the
church”

*  Anover-emphasson our sensesand experiences
asameansto reach God rather than the Word of
God

*  Thechurchisapostatewhen shedilutesthe gospel
message to makeit more palatableto sinful man
and broadenstheway of salvationtomakeit more
indusdve*

*  Their gospel has frequently become man-
centered, needs-based, and aninspirationa life-
coach

*  There will be a move towards ecumenism
(universal/uniting) and aone-worldreligion under
theguiseof being socidly correct

* Source: Dr. E. A. Johnston from Evangelism Awakening at
www.blogtalkradio.com, May 13, 2015

Too many denominationsarelistening to thefal se gospel
of theworld and becoming secularized. Many former
consarvative Bible-teaching churchesand seminarieshave
alowed humanistic doctrinesof self-loveand salf-esteem
toinfect their churches. After al, how can one possibly
love God or one another unless we first learn to love
ourselves? This is psycho-heresy! The self-oriented
integration of worldly psychology aongsidetheBiblehas
destroyed the doctrinal study of the Scriptures. Manis
now dependent upon salf rather than humbly seeking to
be God-dependent. Source: By permission, Article by RC
Burrisat www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-answers

Many denominationshave accepted the Catholic Nicene
Creed for Sunday worship and thetrinity doctrine. "The
Roman Catholic Church protests that it transferred
Chrigtianworship fromthebiblica Sabbath (Saturday) to
Sunday. Totry and arguethat the changewas madein the
Bibleisboth dishonest and adenid of Catholic authority.”
A number of yearsago, the Catholic Mirror ran aseries
of articlesdiscussing theright of the Protestant churches
toworship on Sunday. The articles stressed that unless
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onewaswilling to accept the authority of the Catholic
Church to designate the day of worship, Christian

Churchesshould observe Saturday.” Source: By permission,
Copyright 2008 CCG ed. Wade Cox; http://www.ccg.org/weblibs/
study-papers/p249.html

Apostasy isgrowingintheworldtoday and quitelikely in
most churches. Scripturetellsusthat apostasy will only
worsen as Christ’s return approaches. Brothers and
Sisters, we need to be sober, alert, and on guard against
thisdoctrinal defection, known as apostasy. Now more
than ever, it is critical that every believer pray
for discernment and contend earnestly for thefaith that
wasonceandfor al delivered to the saints.

| leaveyouwith thesewordsof caution and encouragement
from Paul and Jesus our Christ: “ For | know this, that
after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to
draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and
remember, that by the space of three years | ceased
not to warn every one night and day with tears. And
now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word
of hisgrace, whichisableto build you up, and to give
you an inheritance among all them which are
sanctified” (Acts20: 29-32), and from Jesus. “ But he
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be
saved” (Matthew 24:13).
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Mercy isavery passionate and comforting word.
Today, people hear theword, mercy, but redly don't know
what it meansand why itisneeded. Mercy isused many
timesinthe Bible sothat manmay learntotrain hisheart
to be compassionate to his neighbor. Mercy is about
how you forgive even though therewas no wrong done
onyour part.

Mercy islove, pity, comfort and compassionwhich
glowswithtender inward emotions. Jesusdisplayed all
the characteristicsof mercy. Many timessin surrounded
Him, but He never condemned nor had agrudge against
anyone. Read |saiah 55:6-8.

Wefail and commit many trespassesagaingt our neigh-
bors because we do not have mercy. We are not re-
morseful and do not obey God'scommandments. Jesus
understandsthelack of mercy that may bein our hearts.
"Andit cameto pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house,
behold, many publicansand sinnerscameand sat down
with him and hisdisciples. Andwhen the Phariseessaw
it, they said unto hisdisciples, Why eateth your Master
with publicansand sinners? But when Jesusheard that,
he said unto them, They that be whole need not aphysi-
cian, but they that are sick" (Matthew 9:10-12). Jesus
pointed out to the Phari seesthe necessity mercy. Heasked
themwhy they questioned Hisdisciplesand why they ques-
tioned Him when he atewith publicansand sinners. We
see the failure of the Pharisees to show mercy. They
needed to show mercy instead of worrying about sacri-
fices

Many timeswe see man fail to show mercy because
helackslovefor hisneighbor andfor JesusChristand his
teachings.
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Know and believethat God ismerciful! BothHeand
Hisson, Jesus, aremerciful. Jesustaught many peopleto
havemercy. Hehealed theblind, lunatics, lepers, lame,
and removed devilsfrom many people. Read Matthew
9:27; 15:22; Mark 5:18-19; Luke 17:12-13. Hehad so
much love, compassion and pity inHisheart for somany,
and he expected nothing inreturn.

Why isit that wewho are Christiansand say we be-
lievein Jesus Christ find it hard to actualy forgive? In-
stead of holding grudgeswe need to facethefactsand
simply forgivewith the samelovethat Jesushad. Jesus
loved and forgave with no strings attached.

Read Luke 6:27-36. How do you apply theseverses
toyour life? Doyouretaiate or do you obey Jesusand
do good to them that hate you? Do you loveyour en-
emies? Do you blessthem that curseyou? Doyouturn
the other cheek?

We are alwaysin need of mercy. If werepent, He
forgivesusof our sin. We should bethankful to God for
Hismercy.

God showsgreat mercy when Heforgivesus. Can
we not show the same mercy to forgive our neighbor?

When we correct each other with themercy, weare
on therighteous path. We must communicate with the
samemindthat Jesushad. "Letthismind beinyou, which
wasasoin Christ Jesus' (Philippians2:5). God knows
weare not perfect, but we must continueto mature our-
selvesintheWord of God.

Man'slaw andjusticeshow littlemercy. TheApostle
Paul would go out of hisway to settlewrongsamong the
brethren. Hesmply pointed out thewrong and corrected
them asamerciful brother. Paul wanted the spiritual law
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to correct wrongs. Thiswasrecognized by the brethren
who heard God's Word.

Whereisour prayer and fasting when it comesto
sckness, trialsand tribulation? Paul wanted mercy shown
to those who offended their neighbor, no matter what the
offensewas. Paul traveled much, and he knew that the
civil law of manwasharsh. That iswhy hetold thebreth-
ren to settle disputes among each other. We have been
giventhegift of the Holy Spirit so we may be merciful
toward each other, becausewehave spiritua understand-
ing. Wearehereto save but not to condemn. "Dareany
of you, having amatter against another, gotolaw before
the unjust, and not before the saints? Do ye not know
that thesaintsshall judgetheworld? andif theworld shdl
bejudged by you, areye unworthy to judgethe smallest
matters? Know yenot that we shall judge angels? how
much morethingsthat pertaintothislife? If thenyehave
judgmentsof thingspertainingtothislife, set themtojudge
who areleast esteemed in the church. | speak to your
shame. Isit so, that thereisnot awise man among you?
no, not onethat shall be ableto judge between hisbreth-
ren? But brother goeth to law with brother, and that be-
foretheunbelievers. Now thereforethereisutterly afault
among you, becauseyegotolaw onewith another. Why
doyenot rather takewrong? why do yenot rather suffer
yourselvesto bedefrauded? Nay, ye dowrong, and de-
fraud, and that your brethren” (1 Corinthians6:1-8).

We need to read and follow the Scripture to know
Jesusand Histestimony. "Search the scriptures; for in
themyethink yehaveeternd life: andthey arethey which
testify of me" (John 5:39). Mercy toward othersisin
great need, sothat wecanfind it whenweneedit. Read
Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31; Galatians 5:14.

Thank God that |ove may befound in our brethren.
When an error becomesastumblingblock it may be cor-
rected by the spiritual Word, and a soul is saved. We
must remind ourselvesnever to hurt our neighbor. Letus
be compassionate as Jesus wasto everyone, and great
will beour reward. Weas Christiansmust have spiritual
love onetoward another. Mercy isgreat when you show
it to your brethren and neighbor.

L et'sremember when The L ord's Supper timecomes
that weare not worthy to partake of theemblemsif there
iswronginour hearts. Let'spray for themercy of Godto
bein our presenceat thistime.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

A man | know so strong and brave,
| don’t know how long hehastolive,
But | pray to God and hopefor the best
That God's power would and should inhim manifest.

A powerful voicein adedicated man,
TheWord of God and with the doctrine stand,
Hetaught the Word and worked throughiit,
TrustingintheLordto guidehimby faith.

But astime passed, hisbody got weak,
Yet still on he pushed, God' stasks he seeks,
Through pain and troubleshe praised the L ord,
Inhisdwindlingtime: “Godisgood” can beheard.

Theday did comefor himtorest,
Andtotheend hegave hisbest,
Hetried to do more but God set histime,
Hisparting hope: “Thechurchbeinline’.

A brother hascomeand in pain departs,
Hismessage of God will stay inour hearts,
Thank God and keep to Hissalvation plan,
Sothat oneday we'll all in Jerusalem stand.

Thispoem wasinspired and written by Sister Alcyon De
Coteau from GrenadaWest Indies about theloss of her
Brother Septimus John. It highlightsher emotiond journey
of hissicknessto eventua rest. Thank you for reading.
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Editorsnote: Thefollowing articlewaswritten by Elder
F. L Summersand published on February 2, 1953 inthe
Advocate of Truth. Elder Summerswasavery faithful
minister in Salem, West Virginiafor many yearsand wrote
many good articlesfor theAdvocate of Truth. Hewas
thefather of long time Publishing Houseworker Virginia
Royer, Grandfather of current Children’s Page Editor
LudinaMills, and Great Grandfather of current Publishing
House Office Manager Christy Howell and one of the
TwelveApostie Tim Buechner. God' smessageistimeess
asthefollowing articleproves. | hopeyou enjoy reading

itasmuch asl did.
“Thereforerejoice, ye heavens, and yethat dwell in

them. Woeto theinhabiters of the earth and of the seal
for thedevil iscomedown unto you, having great wrath,
because he knoweth that he hath but ashort time. And
when the dragon saw that hewas cast unto the earth, he
persecuted the woman which brough forth theman child”
(Rev 12: 12,13).

Many peopleunderestimatethe power of Satan. They
understand that God is powerful, that Christ ispowerful,
and that theHoly Spiritispowerful. Somebelievethat
Satan has hishabitation somewhere, whileothersbelieve
that heexigtsonly inthemindsof certainindividualswho
aresomewhat superstitious. The Biblewaswritten under
thedirect guidance of the Holy Spirit, asit moved upon
theheartsof men. Theonly factsto befound about Satan
arefound intheholy Scriptures. Let usread and study
thiscarefully. Wearegiveninthe Scripturesadescription
of hischaracter, hisability, hispower, and hislimitations.
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The Power

of the Devil

by
Elder F.L. Summers

Satan makes hisappearanceinthevery first book of the
Bible, andisamong thevery first of God'screetion. Here
heis described astaking on the appearance of aserpent.
Inthethird chapter of Genesisthe serpent isspoken of as
being subtle. “ Subtle” meanssly, cunning, crafty, and
underhanded. Satan himself desired power, praise, and
worship. Hedesired to usurp the power of God. “How
artthoufalenfrom heaven, O Lucifer, son of themorning!
how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken
thenations! For thou hast saidinthineheart, | will ascend
into heaven, | will exat my throne abovethestarsof God:
I will sit a so upon the mount of the congregation, inthe
sidesof thenorth: | will ascend abovethe heightsof the
clouds; I will belikethe most High” (Isa. 14: 12-14).
Please note how many timesthepersonal pronoun®1” is
mentioned intheabove Scripture. Thisisjust what many
of the peoplewho permit Satan to direct their lives say.
Many becomejealousof certain onesinthechurchorin
thework, and say intheir heart, “1 could do it so much
better.” Thisconditionwasshowntousinlsragl which
flared into open rebel lion against God'sanointed.
“Andit cameto passafter this, that Absalom prepared
him chariotsand horses, and fifty mentorun beforehim.
AndAbsalomrose up early, and stood besidethe way of
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the gate: and it was so, that when any man had a
controversy cameto theking for judgment, thenAbsalom
called unto him, and said, Of what city art thou? And he
said, Thy servant isof one of thetribesof Israel. And
Absalom said unto him, See, thy matters are good and
right; but thereisno man deputed of theking to hear thee.
Absalom said moreover, Oh that | were madejudgein
theland, that every manwhich hath any suit or causemight
come unto me, and | would do him justice! ... he put
forth hishand, and took him, and kissed him. And onthis
manner didAbsdomtoal Israel that cametotheking for
judgment: soAbsdom stolethe heartsof themen of Isragl”

(2 Sam. 15: 1-6). Thiswasthe undermining, cunning
way Absalomhad of trying to doaway withtheorganization
God had set up. If youfollow onyou canfind theend of
Absalomin 2 Samuel 18. It was Satan who placedin
Absalom’sheart adesireto be great and have prai se of
men, not theLord.

Againwereadin| Kingswherethe L ord sent aprophet
to Bethel to cry against the wickedness of theking, and
whentheking stretched forth hishand and said, “lay hold
onhim”, theking’sarm dried up so that he could not pull
it againto him. Satan was present hereasusual. God
had warned this prophet not totarry, est, or drink anything
inthat place. Satan got busy at once and found afallen
prophet who went out and lied saying what the L ord had
said when He had not spoken. The prophet gaveintothis
fal sereport and never came out of thisplacealive. How
easy itisfor ustoloseout quickly. “Whereforelet him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest hefall” (I Cor.
10:12).

Here we see how falsehoods hindered the work of
theLord. Thesefalseaccusersarenot justinthetimes
before Chrigt, but they areamong ustoday with al subtility,
mixing the Word of God with false doctrine to try if
possibleto destroy our very souls. Let usseeif Peter
knew anything about this. “But therewerefa se prophets
asoamongthepeople, evenasthereshdl befa seteachers
among you, who privily shall bringindamnableheresies,
even denying the L ord that bought them, and bring upon
themsdvesswift destruction. And many shdl follow their
pernicious ways, by reason of whom the way of truth
shall evil be spoken of. And through covetousnessshall
they with feigned wordsmake merchandise of you: whose
judgment now of along time lingereth not, and their
damnation lumbereth not” (11 Peter 2: 1-3).
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According totheWord of God weareliving very near
tothecoming of theLord. Weareinthelast daysof this
dispensation. Wetherefore must be careful lest we be
overcomewith the cunning craftiness of our adversary,
thedevil. Heisnotidle, but goeth about seeking hisprey.
“Be sober, bevigilant; becauseyour adversary thedevil,
asaroaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour: Whom resist stedfast inthefaith, knowing that
thesamedfflictionsareaccomplishedinyour brethrenthat
areintheworld” (I Peter 5: 8.9). Thisadversary isvery
cunning, coming to usto say that the L ord hath said when
actually Hedid not say. If there had not been morethan

onespirit, and deceptivespiritsat that, wewouldnothave =

beentoldtotry the spiritsand to believe not every spirit.
Weknow that thiswarningisto thechildren of God. Why
would He say thisto the world when they are already
under the power of theevil spirits. Choosetheright way
and try the spirits, whether they be of God.

We wonder how we are to try the spirits, if we are
ignorant of what the Word teaches. We must have a
knowledge of theWord, and not only that, but the same
Holy Spiritinour liveswhich caused the Scripturesto be
written. Thenitisoursto know themysteriesof heaven.
Many have aknowledge of theWord through knowledge
of words, yet if the Holy Spiritisnotintheir lives, the
deep thingsof God will go unnoticed and unheeded.

“And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them
that havefamiliar spirits, and unto wizardsthat peep, and
that mutter: should not apeople seek unto their God? for
thelivingtothedead? Tothelaw andtothetestimony: if
they speak not according to thisword, itisbecausethere
isnolightinthem” (Isa. 8: 19,20).

Satan quoted Scriptureto Jesusto try to break Him
down, but our Saviour answered with Scripture as Satan
had misapplied lies, which healwaysdoes. Satanisnot
likethe pictureswe often seeof him, with apitchfork, tail,
and a very homely creature, but he is a preacher of
righteousness, quoting much Scriptureashedid to Jesus.
“But | fear, lest by any means, asthe serpent beguiled
Evethrough hissubtility, soyour mindsshould becorrupted
fromthesimplicity that isin Christ...For such arefalse
apostles, decaitful workers, transforming themselvesinto
theapostlesof Christ. And nomarvel; for Satan himself
istransformed into an angel of light. Thereforeitisno
great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the
ministersof righteousness; whose end shall beaccording
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totheir works’ (Il Cor. 11:3, 13-15). Yes, these men
will continueto do the bidding of Satan until Jesuscomes.
“Many will say to meinthat day, Lord, Lord, havewe
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast
out devils? andin thy name done many wonderful works?
Andthen| will professtothem, | never knew you: depart
fromme, yethat work iniquity” (Matt. 7: 22,23).

Satan, that old serpent, thedevil istill onthejob. He
doesnot care how hedeceives. If my weaknessisone
way, hewill work on that. If another has some other
weakness, hewill work on that particular thing. Heisno
respector of persons, but workson thelowest aswell as
the highest. It takes a constant prayer life, humbling
ourselvesbefore God, confessing all our faults, and then
theHoly Spiritwill dominateour lives. Eventhenwewiill
scarcely besaved. “But theend of dl thingsisat hand: be
yetherefore sober, and watch unto prayer. And aboveall
thingshavefervent charity among yourselves. for charity
shall cover the multitude of sins...And if therighteous
scarcely be saved, whereshall the ungodly and thesinner
appear?’ (I Peter 4. 7,8,18).

May God blessand keep you that your heart may be
madeto hunger and thirst after thetruth, that yemay follow
inthefootstepsof our Saviour and be saved.
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BUSYBODIES
By Sister Alcyon De Coteau
GrenadaW.|

“Thesesix thingsdoththe LORD hate: yea, sevenare
an abomination unto him: A proud look, alying tongue,
and handsthat shed innocent blood, A heart that deviseth
wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to
mischief, A falsewitnessthat speaketh lies, and hethat
soweth discord among brethren” (Prov 6:16-19).

TheLordisclear concerning dl that he hatesand we
arecdledtofollow Hisingructionsandtoliveinloveand
unity. I nstructionsweregiven to man from thebeginning:
“But of thetree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for inthe day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die” (Gen 2:17). Thedevil then came,
seemingly wise and innocent and added just oneword:
“And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall NOT
surely die’ (Gen 3:4).

The devil sowed seed of discord and doubt in the
mind of Eve and sheforgot the command given by God
andyielded to thetemptation by thedevil. Adam and Eve
disobeyed the command and they surely died: “And all
the daysthat Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty
years. and he DIED” (Gen 5:5).

Satanisthefather of evil and all thosewhoyield to
himdo hiswill: “Yeare of your father thedevil, and the
lusts of your father yewill do. Hewasamurderer from
the beginning, and abode not inthetruth, becausethereis
no truth in him. When he speaketh alie, he speaketh of
hisown: for heisaliar, andthefather of it” (John 8:44).
Thesowing of discord isaweapon used by thedevil and
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hisservantsto dividethe church and cause confusion and
doubts. Hethat soweth discord amongst brethren seeketh
the separation of the Saintsfrom unity in God: “ A froward
man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief
friends...He shutteth hiseyesto devisefroward things:
moving hislips hebringeth evil to pass’ (Prov 16: 28,
30).

The Word of the Lord tellsuswhat we must do to
avoid such situations: “Now | beseech you, brethren,
mark them which cause divisionsand offences contrary
to the doctrine which ye havelearned; and avoid them.
For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ,
but their own belly; and by good wordsand fair speeches
deceive the hearts of the simple” (Rom. 16:17-18).
Separation from evil doings ensures that you are not
partakersof or condonwrong doing, for wearecalledto
be peaceful people: “ Blessed are the peacemakers: for
they shall be called the children of God” (Mat 5:9). The
apostlesinthe early church acknowledged the presence
of busybodies: “ For we hear that there are somewhich
walk among you disorderly, working not at al, but are
busybodies” (Il Thes 3:11). The characteristics of a
busybody werea sowritten: “ And witha they learnto be
idle, wandering about from houseto house; and not only
idle, but tattlersa so and busybodies, spesking thingswhich
they ought not” (1 Timothy 5:13). But aschildren of God,
weare called to do our Christ-like dutiesand admonish
that brother whoisinafault: “But | say untoyou, Love
your enemies, blessthemthat curseyou, do goodtothem
that hateyou, and pray for them which despitefully use
you and persecuteyou; That yemay be children of your
father whichisin heaven: for hemaketh hissuntoriseon
theevil and onthe good, and sendethrain onthejust and
ontheunjust” (Mat 5:44-45). TheLordisajust rewarder
of al works; whether they areof Hiswill or not. Therefore,
those who sow discord among the brethren or take
pleasureinit, will reap their just reward. Our Lord God
calsusall unto repentance, and to shareinthat gresat gift
of lifeeternal. Thewill of thedevil isto destroy God's
peopleand weshould not be partakers. Stay strong, rooted
and grounded in theWord of God and the doctrine of the
church, so that no passing wind of doctrine can makeyou
lose out on the kingdom of God. Avoid a busybody’s
web of devilish attributes but with the Word of God,
admonishtheminthewill of Godfor Hisobedient children.
Always remember to love God and keep His
commandments.
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Word Keys That Unlock Truth

Jerry Womble

QUIVER

Thetraditiond thought of aquiver issomethingto hold
arrows. Spiritualy weseeit asholding blessngfor God's
people but sometimesit holds corruption or disaster.

Thefirsttimeweseequiver intheBibleitisliterally
holding arrowsas|saac tellsEsauto take hisquiver and
bow to thefield and get him somevenison, and then I saac
would be ready to place ablessing on Esau before he
died.

Then Job, Psalms, Isaiah and Jeremiah, al giveus
different views of what aquiver could represent both
physicaly and spiritualy. Sometimesthey seethestrength
of ahorseasawar machineand evenif thequiver of the
enemy that he seesisapotential for alosing battle he
doesnot giveup but continuesthefight that isbeforehim.
At the vision of the valley, Isragl has not kept the
commandments and statutes of God; therefore, Isragl’s
enemy would takeover thevalleysaround Jerusalem and
would gain strength because Elamwould becomean aly
with the enemy and their strength isincreased because
thequiver of Elamisfull and strong. Because Elam’squiver
isfull of strength Israel cannot win the battleaslong as
they will not repent and turn back to God.

God wants|sradl to bethe example of spiritualness
totheGentiles. Hewantslsrae! to bethe spiritua example
todl theearth, andif they will Godwill glorify Isragl before
al nations. Then because of their faithfulnessisrael can
think of themselvesasbeingin God’'squiver, thatis, a
placethat God will keep them secureand protected them
both then and now.
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The peopleof Jeremiah’ stime declared that they did
not need aGod and that they were self-sufficient and even
said that God’s prophets were just wind and had no
credibility. At that time God told them hewould bring a
nation against themwith aquiver of rottennessasan open
grave. That withthisquiver of rottenness might mean
menwould over takethem evento the point of destroying
their crops, vines, treesand animals.

In Lamentationsthe arrow of God’squiver pierces
deeper than theflesh. 1t entersour emotions, our self-
assuranceand makesushbeawareof our spiritua condition
and the only escapeisto berenewed to God.

In Psalm 127, children are given to us for an
inheritance. Asawarrior needsarrowsin hisquiver for
hunting or war children areto beinthequiver of our house-
hold.

We seethat sometimesthe quiver brought blessings
and sometimes punishment. To keep our spiritual quiver

full, keep thecommandmentsof God andthefaith of Jesus.

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS

Takenfrom TheHomelnstructor Part | - If you'dlike
toreceiveahard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 19A - DANIEL 7
(THEDESCRIPTION OF THE FOUR BEASTYS)

Question: What did Daniel do about adream he had?

Answer: "Inthefirst year of Belshazzar king of Babylon
Danidl had adream and visions of hishead upon hisbed:
then hewrotethe dream, and told the sum of the matters'
Danie 7:1.

Question: What had he seen?
Answer: "Daniel spakeand said, | saw inmy vision by
night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove

uponthegreat sed" (verse2).

NOTE: Inprophecy windsrepresent war, strifeand com-
motions, and seas represent nations, multitudes and
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people.
Question: What further did he see?

Answer: "Andfour great beasts cameup fromthe sea,
diverse (different) onefrom another” (Verse 3).

NOTE: Beastsrepresent kingdomsor empiresand again
seas mean peoples. So here Daniel saw four great king-
domsarise up from the people.

Question: What wasthefirst beast like?

Answer: "Thefirs waslikealion, and had eagl€swings.
| beheld till thewingsthereof were plucked, and it was
lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon thefeet as

aman, and aman'sheart wasgiventoit” (verse4).

NOTE: thisfirst beast asalion wasthelion kingdom of
Babylonwhich held rule over theearth (603-538 B.C.).

Question: What wasthe second beast like?
Answer: "And behold another beast, asecond, liketoa

bear, and it raised upitself on oneside, and it had three
ribsinthemouth of it between theteeth of it: and they said
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thusuntoit, Arise, devour muchflesh” (verse5).

NOTE: Thisbeast represented thetwo nation kingdom
of Mediaand Persia. Thisiswhy one side was higher
than the other. Cyrusthe Persian was of greater impor-
tancethan Dariusthe Mede. Thistwo nation kingdom
reigned over theearth (538-331B.C.).

Question: How isthethird beast described?

Answer: "After thisl beheld, andlo another, likealeop-
ard, which had upon the back of it four wingsof afowl;
the beast had a so four heads; and dominionwasgivento
it" (verse6).

NOTE: Theleopard beast represented the kingdom of
Grecia. Thefour wingsrepresented the speed by which
Alexander the great conquered the then known world.
Thefour headsrepresented thefour divisonsintowhich
thekingdom wasdivided after the death of Alexander. It
reigned over theearth (331-168 B.C.).

Question: How did the fourth beast appear?

Answer: "Afterthisl sawinthenight visons, and behold
afourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceed-
ingly; andit had greeat iron teeth: it devoured and brakein
pieces, and stamped theresiduewith thefeet of it: and it
wasdiverse (different) from all the beaststhat were be-
foreit; andit hadtenhorns' (verse7).

NOTE: Thisfourth beast iscalled non-descript because
it had partsof thethreefirst beasts. Study thelessonon
Revelation 13. Theironteethwithwhichit devoured des-
ignatesit astheiron monarchy of Rome. It reigned over
theearth (168 B.C.-476 A.D.)

Question: What did Daniel consider?
Answer: "l congdered thehorns, and, behold, therecame
up among them another little horn, before whom there
werethreeof thefirst hornsplucked up by theroots: and,
behold, inthishornwereeyesliketheeyesof man, anda
mouth speaking great things' (verse8).

NOTE: Heconsderedtheten hornsand specifically the
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littlehorn that plucked up threehorns. Thislittlehorn rep-
resentsthe Papacy that came up and from 325-538A .D.
plucked up three of the original horns. Totakeover the
beast or Roman Empireit hadto makeroomfor itsdlf. All
three of these nationswereArian kingdoms, keeping the
sabbath on Saturday the seventh day of the week.

Question: How far intothefuturedid Daniel see?

Answer: " beheldtill thethroneswere cast down, and
theAncient of daysdid sit, whose garment waswhite as
snow, andthehair of hishead likethe purewool: histhrone
waslikethefiery flame, and hiswheelsasburningfire"
(verse9).

Question: How did heseethejudgment at the beginning
of Chrigt'sreign?

Answer: "A fiery streamissued and came forth from
beforehim: thousand thousands ministered untohim, and
ten thousand timesten thousand stood before him: the
judgment was set, and the books were opened” (verse
10).

Question: What did he see happen to the beast?

Answer: "l beheld then because of thevoiceof thegreat
wordswhichthehorn spake: | beheld eventill the beast
wasdain, and hisbody destroyed, and givento theburn-
ingflame’ (verse11).

Question: How hadthe other beastsor kingdomsended?

Answer: "Asconcerning therest of the beasts, they had
their dominiontakenaway: yettheir liveswereprolonged
for aseasonandtime” (verse 12).

Question: Who gave Christ hiskingdom?

Answer: "l sawinthenight visons, and, behold, onelike
the Son of man camewith the cloudsof heaven, and came
totheAncient of days, and they brought him near before
him. And therewasgiven himdominion, and glory, anda
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should
sarvehim: hisdominionisan everlastingdominion, which
shdl not passaway, and hiskingdom that which shall not
bedestroyed" (verses13-14).
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God isaperson who blessesHis people. For instance,
theApostle Paul wrotein Ephesians 1:3: "Blessed bethe
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed uswithdl spiritua blessngsinheavenly placesin
Christ:". God has blessed His people "with al spiritual
blessngsin heavenly placesin Christ". | would liketolist
some of the spiritual blessingsthat theLord givestoHis
peopleasreveaed in HisWord.

In Psalm 32:1-2 wefind: "Blessed ishewhosetrans-
gressionisforgiven, whosesiniscovered. Blessedisthe
man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, andin
whosespiritthereisnoguile.” Thisisthegreatest spiritua
blessing, having our sinsforgiven sothat wecanlivewith
theLord eternally. Romans4:5-8 givesalittlemore un-
derstanding to the passagein Psalms. Here Paul writes:
"But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that
justifieth theungodly, hisfaithiscounted for righteous-
ness. Even as David al so describeth the blessedness of
theman, unto whom God imputeth righteousnesswithout
works, Saying, Blessed arethey whoseiniquitiesarefor-
given, andwhosesinsare covered. Blessedisthemanto
whomtheLordwill notimputesin.” Having our sinsfor-
givenisdoneby theLord without our doing any worksto
achievethat. Chrigt paidfor our sinson the cross. Wejust
haveto beievethat. What awonderful blessing!

However, thereisaplaceinour livesfor keeping God's
commandments, not to have our sinsforgiven, but to keep
fromsinning. Psalm 1:1-3reads. "Blessed isthe man that
walketh not inthe counsdl of theungodly, nor standethin
theway of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
But hisddightisinthelaw of theLORD; and in hislaw
doth hemeditateday and night. And heshall belikeatree
planted by theriversof water, that bringeth forth hisfruit
in hisseason; hisleaf aso shal not wither; and whatso-
ever hedoeth shdl prosper.” What ablessing for keeping
God'slaw. Wea so know that thelast book of the Bible,
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Revelation, tellsussomething similar: "Blessed arethey
that do hiscommandments, that they may haveright to
thetreeof life, and may enter inthroughthe gatesintothe
city" (Revelaion 22:14).

Other blessingsfromthe Lord, spiritual and physicd,
aregivenin Psam 103:1-5: "Blessthe LORD, O my soul:
and al that iswithin me, blesshisholy name. Blessthe
LORD, O my soul, andforget not all hisbenefits: Who
forgivethdl thineiniquities; who hedeth dl thy diseases,
Who redeemeth thy lifefrom destruction; who crowneth
theewithlovingkindnessand tender mercies Who stifieth
thy mouth with good things; so that thy youthisrenewed
liketheeagl€'s."

We may not think that when we are tempted to sin,
that it canturninto ablessing for us. James1:12informs
us. "Blessed istheman that endureth temptation: for when
heistried, he shall receivethe crown of life, which the
Lord hath promised to themthat lovehim.”

The Lord blesses us so that we can be ablessing to
others. He did thisto Abraham when He blessed him.
"Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of
thy country, and fromthy kindred, and fromthy father’s
house, unto aland that | will show thee:t And | will make
of theeagreat nation, and | will blessthee, and makethy
namegresat; and thou shat beablessing: And |1 will bless
themthat blessthee, and curse him that curseth thee: and
intheeshall al familiesof theearth beblessed” (Genesis
12:1-3).

TheLord so desiresthat His peoplebeablessing to
othersthat Hetellsthem to blesseven when they are per-
secuted. Romans 12:14 tellsus: " Blessthem which per-
secute you: bless, and curse not.” Furthermore He in-
formsus: "But | say unto you, Loveyour enemies, bless
them that curseyou, do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully useyou, and persecute
you;" (Matthew 5:44). Paul wasagood exampleof this.
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InI Corinthians4:12 hewrote: " And labour, working with
our own hands: being reviled, we bl ess; being persecuted,
wesufferit"

The problem is, though, that we often do not bless
men. Jameswrote of thisproblemin hisepistle, chapter
3, verses8-10. "But thetongue can no mantame; itisan
unruly evil, full of deadly poison.Therewith blesswe God,
even the Father; and therewith cursewemen, which are
madeafter thesimilitude of God. Out of the same mouth
proceedeth blessing and curang. My brethren, thesethings
ought not soto be."

WearetoblesstheLord asindividualsasisinferred
from Psalm 134:1-2: "Behold, blessyethe LORD, al ye
servantsof theLORD, which by night stand in thehouse
of the LORD. Lift up your handsin the sanctuary, and
blessthe LORD." Andweareto blessHim in our con-
gregations. "Blessye God inthe congregations, eventhe
Lord, fromthefountain of Isradl” (Psalm 68:26).

Just how do we bless God? One way, that we just
readisto"lift up your handsin the sanctuary”. Another
way istold usin Psalm 96:2-3: " Sing unto the LORD,
blesshisname; shew forth hissalvationfromday to day.
Declare hisglory among the heathen, hiswondersamong
all people." Wealso blessthe Lord by being thankful to
Him. Psalm 100:4 says. "Enter into hisgateswith thanks-
giving, and into hiscourtswith praise: be thankful unto
him, and blesshisname.”

Wemust blessthe Lord at al times, not just whenwe
cometo church. "l will blessthe LORD at all times: his
praiseshall continualy beinmy mouth” (Psalm 34:1).

Sometimes our blessing comesfrom helping theless
fortunate. Psalm 41:1-2 reads: "Blessed is he that
considereththe poor: the LORD will deliver himintime
of trouble. The LORD will preserve him, and keep him
dive, and heshall beblessed upontheearth: and thou wilt
not ddiver himuntothewill of hisenemies" At other times
it comesfrom our disciplining. "Blessed isthemanwhom
thou chastenest, O LORD, and teachest him out of thy
law" (Psalm 94:12).

In Matthew 5:1-12 Jesus taught about a group of
people who will be blessed by God. They include the
poor in spirit, they that mourn, the meek, they which do
hunger and thirst after righteousness, themerciful, thepure
in heart, the peacemakers, they which are persecuted for
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righteousness sake, ye, when men shall revileyou, and
persecuteyou, and shall say al manner of evil against you
fasdy, for my sake."

We want to be in the group of which Jesus spoke
about in Matthew 24:45-47."Who thenisafaithful and
wise servant, whom hislord hath made ruler over his
household, to givethem meat in due season?Blessed is
that servant, whom hislord when he cometh shall find so
doing. Verily | say untoyou, That heshal makehimruler
over dl hisgoods."

Thisgroup also includesthose who havebeeninvited
to themarriage supper of the Lamb. "And he saith unto
me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the
marriagesupper of theLamb. And hesaithuntome, These
arethetruesayingsof God" (Revelation 19:9).

When the children of Isragl crossed over the Jordan
river into theland of milk and honey that the Lord prom-
ised them, they set up stones covered with plaster upon
whichwaswritten acopy of God'd law. They were com-
manded to be obedient to thislaw. Also, six of thetribes
of Israel were to be witnesses to the obedience of the
people. "These shall stand upon mount Gerizimto bless
the people, when yeare comeover Jordan; Simeon, and
Levi, and Judah, and | ssachar, and Joseph, and Benjamin:”
(Deuteronomy 27:12). Theother six tribesof I1sragl were
to stand upon mount Ebal to curseif the lsragliteswere
disobedient.

The Lord instructed Moses to teach Aaron and his
sonsto blessthelsraglites. Thisishow they wereto bless
them: "The LORD blessthee, and keep thee: TheLORD
make hisface shineupon thee, and be graciousunto thee:
The LORD lift up hiscountenance upon thee, and give
theepeace. And they shdl put my nameupon thechildren
of lsradl; and | will blessthem” (Numbers 6:24-27).
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AFRICA - Pastor Leonard Chaunga and mem-
bersof the Malawi Africa Church in which eight
souls (picured to the right and below left) were
baptized into the Church of God 7th Day family.
Pictures below right Malawi Church of God 7th
Day Board Members from left to right: Brother
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BIBLE

TRIVIA

Answers found on page 5

1. (Nimrod; Abel; Moses) wasthe first keeper of sheep. Genesis 4:2

2. Jael gave (bread; milk and butter; meat) to Sisera when he asked for water. Judges 5:25

3. The prodigal son ate (husks; bread; corn) while feeding swinein the far country. Luke 15:16
4. The children of I1srael ate mannafor (seven; forty; one hundred) years. Exodus 16:35

5. Adam and Eve (fled from the garden; asked forgiveness; hid themselves from God) after eating the
forbidden fruit. Genesis 3:8

6. Saul was on the way to Damascus to (preach the Gospel; persecute the Christians; stone Sephen) when
the Lord spoke to him. Acts 9:1-2

7. The Syrophenician woman asked Jesusto (heal her daughter; raise her son from the dead; drink at the
well). Mark 7:26

8. When Jesus went to Gethsemane, He asked His three disciplesto (watch; pray; fast). Mark 14:34

9. At His crucifixion, Jesus asked a disciple to care for (his mother, the church, the other disciples) John
19:26-27

10. The wise men did not return to Herod because of the leading of (the star; an angel; a dream). Matthew
2:12

11. Thetempter cameto Evein the form of a (heavenly being; serpent; dove). Genesis 3:1

12. The book of (Philemon; Titus; Jude) was written by Paul in behalf of a runaway slave. Philemon 1:10
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
PETER'SLOVE FOR JESUS

Scripture Reading: John 21:1-19.
Golden Text: John 21:17 (last part).

"And hesaid unto him, Lord, thou knowest al things;
thou knowest that | lovethee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed

my sheep.”

1. Who was gathered together at the seaof Tiberius, or
Galilee, asrecorded in John 21:2?

2. What did Peter say hewasgoing to do, and what hap-
pened? John 21:3.

3. Who stood on the shorethe next morning? John 21:4.
Did thedisciplesknow who thiswas? Remember Jesus
had been crucified prior tothistime.

4. What did Jesus say to thedisciples? John 21:5-6. What
wastheresult when the disciplesfoll owed the command
of Jesus?

5. Whofirst recognized Jesus? John 21:7. What did Pe-
ter dowhen heheard it wasthe Lord?

6. When Simon Peter brought thefish to shorethat they
had caught, how many fish werethere, and what wasthe
condition of thenet?John 21:11.

7. How many timesdid thismakethat Jesus had showed
Himself to Hisdisciplesafter Hewasrisen fromthedead?
John21:14.

8. What question did Jesus ask Peter? John 21:15. What
wasthereply, and what did Jesusthen say?

9. What did Peter answer the second and third time Jesus
asked him thisquestion? John 21 16-17.
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LESSON |
PETER PREACHESIN JERSUALEM

Scripture Reading: Acts2:1-42.
Golden Text: Acts2:38.

"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized
every one of you inthe name of Jesus Christ for there-
mission of sins, and ye shall receivethegift of theHoly
Ghog."

1. Wheredid Jesus say the disciples should remain, and
why?Acts1:4-5, 2:1.

2. What happened asthe discipleswere gathered in one
placein oneaccord?Acts2:2-4.

NOTE: Tonguesmeanlanguages.

3. What was the action of the men gathered together?
Acts2:5-7.

4. What words were being heard by all present? Acts
2:9-11.

5. What was said of the disciples, and who becametheir
spokesman?Acts2:13-14.

6. Nameat | east three statements Peter madein hismes-
sage. Acts2:15-36.

7. After Peter gavethismessage, what did the peopleask
him, and what washisreply?Acts2:37-38.

8. What did thosewho believed Peter'swords do?Acts
2:41. How many peoplewere added to the church that
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON 1
ALAMEMANISHEALED

Scripture Reading: Acts3:1-20.
GoldenText: Acts 3:6.

"Then Peter said, silver and gold havel none; but such
as | have give | thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazarethrissupandwalk."

1. Wheredo wefind Peter and JohninActs3:1?
2. What do we know about thelame man?Acts 3:2.

3. What did Peter reply when thelame man asked himfor
ams?Acts 3:3-6. What arealms?

4. What happened to thelame man after Peter took him
by the hand?Acts 3:7-8.

5. Who did thelame man give credit to for hishealing?
Acts3:9.

6. What was the reaction of the people who saw this
miracle?Acts3:10.

7. Who gathered at the porch of Solomon?Acts 3:11.
Peter took thisopportunity to preach to the people about
Jesus.

8. What did Peter say wasresponsiblefor thelameman's
ability towalk?Acts3:16.

9. What did Peter say in Acts 3:19? Define the words
"repent” and " converted.”
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LESSON IV
PREACHING FORBIDDEN

ScriptureReading: Acts4:1-22.
Golden Text: Acts4:12.

"Neither isthere salvation in any other. for thereis
noneother nameunder heaven given among men, whereby
wemust besaved.”

1. Whowasnot happy that Peter and John wereteaching
the people about Jesus?Acts4:1-3.

2. How many that heard the words of Peter and John
believed?Acts4:4.

3. What did therulersof Israel and the high priestsask
Peter and John about Jesus?Acts4:7.

4. What answer wasgiventotherulers?Acts4:10. Peter
and John did not take credit for the miracle they per-
formed. Theglory wasgivento Jesuswhereit belonged.

5.What issaid of theLord Jesus Christ?Acts4:12.

6. What did the rulers say about Peter and John? Acts
4:13.

7. What did the rulers decide among themsel ves? Acts
4:16-17. Why doyouthink therulerswereafraid for Peter
and John to continueto preach the Word of God?

8. What reply did Peter and John givewhen they were

commanded not to speak nor teach inthe name of Jesus?
Acts4:20-21.

PAGE TWENTY-ONE




The Children's Page

Story

TOO MANY MELONS
by Moeita M. Burch

Bill whistled softly because he was happy. Jack
and Melvin had told him to meet them at the bridge
at two o'clock and they would have a surprise for
him.

Bill had lived in Happy Valley only a week, and
Jack and Melvin were his nearest neighbors. They
had taken him to their swimming hole in a nearby
creek and into the woods to pick wild raspberries.
He had much fun with his new friends.

Soon the bridgethat crossed Cherry Creek came
into view. Jack and Melvin were sitting under the
bridge. They got up as Bill came near and went to
meet him. " Hi!" they called, " you'reright on time."

"yes," said Bill, "1 like to be on time. If | tell
someone | will meet him at a certain time, | don't
want to be late."

"Well, most people are not so particular,” said
Melvin.

"What do you have to show me?" asked Bill.

" Come on, and you'll see," said Jack. Bill fol-
lowed them across the bridge, under a wire fence,
through a little meadow and down a narrow trail to
a big green field. The boys stopped at the fence.

Bill's mouth fell open.

"Thisis a surprise,” he said. "1 never saw so
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many watermelons in my life. Aren't they beauti-
ful?" The boys grinned at him. " They taste better
than thy look" said Melvin. " Hold the wire down,
Jack, and I'll crawl through." Jack held the wire,
and soon Melvin was among the melons.

"What areyou going to do?" asked Bill. " Isthis
your father'sgarden?"

"No, itsSam Barnes patch," answered Melvin.
"He won't miss a couple of melons. He has hun-
dreds. | heard hm say he would be in town at two
o'clock. That'swhy we're here."

Bill was shocked. They were going to steal Mr.
Barnes melons. "Don't" he exclaimed. " Please
don't pick any. That is stealing."

"Aw, it isn't either,” growled Jack. "We'll only
borrow a couple. He wouldn't miss them if we took
adozen."

"When you borrow things," said Bill, " you pay
them back. | know you're not going to put two mel-
ons back where they were."

" Of course not, silly" said Jack. " We're going
to takethemto the creek and have all the melonswe
can eat for once." Melvin handed Jack a big green
melon and went back for another.

Bill still protested. " You know itisn't right,” he
said. " You said it isn't stealing, and you know it
isn't borrowing. What are you doing, then? What
do you call it?"

"We'reswiping them, if you likethat better" said
Jack. " Itisn't bad to swipe watermelons. Everybody
doesit. Sam Barneshastoo many. He never sellsall
of them."

"Wearenot mean, either,” added Melvin." Some
people trample all over the fields and poke the mel-
onsto seeif they areripe. | walked carefully, and |
thumped them to see if they were ready.”

"1 hope these are ripe,” said Jack. " If they
aren't, | will pick out the next ones."

" Comeon, Bill", said Melvin. " Let's eat them."

Bill followed the boysslowly. Hedidn't feel right.
"1 wished we had waited and asked Mr. Barnes for
themelons,” He said.

"Ha, ha, ha," laughed Jack and Melvin, " | can
see him giving us any. He would probably sick the
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Games and Puzzles

dog on us,” added Jack.

"Well, then, he certainly wouldn't want us in
thispatch." said Bill. " PerhapsMr. Barneswas self-
ish with his melons. Maybe he did have too many."
Bill looked back. The fields reached as far as he
could see. There must be melons enough for all the
towns nearby.

Bill was hot and thirsty, too. He had not had a
watermelon for a long time. Histhroat was dry. He
had not helped steal the melons. Maybe it wouldn't
be wrong to eat a little slice as long as it was given
to him. But even at the thought of it his conscience
bothered him.

One melon gave a loud pop as Melvin's knife
cutintoit. It was bright red and dripping with juice.
Bill's mouth watered.

" Look at that," said Jack. " Isn't that a beauty?"

Melvin cut a big slice and handed it to Bill. He
reachedfor it, and then dropped hishandto hisside.
" No, thank you," he said quietly. "1 couldn't enjoy
a melon that was stolen."

"Well, if you aren't an odd fellow,” said Jack.

"1 may be odd,” said Bill, " but I am honest."

He turned and made his way through the tall
grass toward home. He was warmer than ever, but
hefelt good. Hisfeet were as light as a feather, and
he wasn't thirsty at all.

Bill found his mother on the porch mending.
"Mom," he said. "1 almost did something wrong,
but | didn't."

"1 am glad that you didn't,” said Mother. Bill
told her the whole story. When he had finished he
said, "1 wish Jesus wouldn't let Satan tempt us. |
wanted a slice of that melon so badly that | almost
took it."

" Yes, Satan isallowed to tempt us," said Mother.
" But remember that Jesus can give uspower to over-
come every temptation.”

"1 am glad of that," said Bill.

"Now, | have nicesurprise,” said Mother." Mr.
Barnes came by this afternoon with a truck load of
watermelonshad left two big onesfor us. Hesaid he
had too many melons, so heisto take in a load to
the county hospital so the sick people there could
have a treat.
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CITIES AND TOWNS
IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Look up these New Testament verses
to seeif your town is mentioned in the Bible.

1. M Acts 16:9
2.B Matthew 21:1
3.J John 5:2
4.B John 5:2
5C | Corinthians 1:2
6. N Matthew 2:23
7.P | Thessalonians 2:2
8.A Acts 27:6
9.P Revelation 3:7
10. A Acts 11:26
11.D Acts 22:10
12.J Acts 10:5
13.0 Acts 1:12
4B Mark6:45
15.B Acts17:13
16.C John 4:46
17.B Mark 11:12
18.R Acts 28:16
19.S John 4:4
20.A Acts17:15
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CLOUDS

— By Del Delong

My eyes climbed skyward one bright day
— To view a churning cloud,
| saw a dog and lion stay
But briefly in that crowd.
- The rising clouds all billowed high,
And darkened as they grew, B
= They boiled and reached up in the sky -
A storm they were to brew.
A sharp and jagged lightning bolt
Stretched straight across the sky,
And then the mighty thunder told
Therain to fall from high.
The majesty of God was there,
And soon the storm was gone,
But left behind high in the air -
God's bow, and birds with song.
We know when Jesus will return,
He'll come to clouds on high,
And catch the saints from off the earth - : =
That time is drawing nigh. .







