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Have you ever wondered, as | have: Is asking too many
guestionsof God, Jesus, and biblical statements considered
unfaithful or not pleasing to God? Maybe we arejust not
“trusting” Him enough. Researching the issues for this
article, | encountered the concept of “Blind Faith”. So, I'll
address this type of faith first.

Webster’s Dictionary has no definition for “Blind Faith,”
as this is a phrase made up of an adjective and a noun.
However, “Blind” is having no regard for rational
discrimination, guidance, or restriction. “Faith” issomething
that isbelieved, especially with strong conviction. Put these
definitions together, and we conclude that Blind Faith is
belief (with firm conviction) without regard to rational
discrimination, guidance, restriction, or a proper
understanding. Source: Www.merriam-webster.com

The phrase“blind faith” isfound nowherein Scripture. In
the New Testament, we find: “Now faith is the substance
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of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
(Hebrews 11:1). And Jesus explained to Doubting Thomas:
“Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen
me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen,
and yet have believed.” (John 20:29) In other words, faith
is believing about something that was not validated or
verified firsthand. So, if we can see something, then there
is no need for faith. Taken out of context, we conclude
that dl faithisblind. Should our faith be blind, without true
understanding? Is this the type of faith God wants us to
have?

First, look at why we need faith. We must believe in the
Gospel: the good news that Jesus died for our sin and
instituted God's plan of salvation: Everlasting Life. When
we allow the reality of the Gospel to affect every part of
our lives, it changes the way we think and process
unanswered questions. Faith causes usto act on what we
have not experienced yet, believe promises in the Bible
that haven't been fulfilled yet, and trust God when our life
situationsoverwhelmus.

God rewards the honest seeker with deeper faith and
understanding according to Hebrews 11:6 “But without
faith it isimpossible to please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
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themthat diligently seek him.” Keepthe order of thisverse
inmind: belief, faith, and seeking come before obtaining a
close relationship with God and His reward.

Second, how do we obtain or increase our faith? “So then
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by theword of God.”
(Romans 10:17). It is because of God's and His Son's
righteousness, so convincingly presented in the Bible, that
we draw our faith. “For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthe gift of God:”
(Ephesians 2:8). In today’s English: “salvation isby grace
through faith in Jesus Christ”. Noticethat Graceisthe gift,
and faith is a personal conviction that we exercise when
we accept our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thispersona convictionistheattribute, comfort, and energy
source received from the Holy Spirit within us. Prayer and
studying God's words will ignite and increase our faith.
Take comfort in this verse: “Now we have received, not
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that
we might know the things that are freely given to us of
God.” (1 Corinthians2:12).

God has revealed Himself to us. It may take faith to trust
that God is our Creator, but thisfaith isfar from blind. In
addition to God's eternal powers, Heisalso revealed to us
in Psailms asthe God of Truth: “Into thine hand I commit
my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.”
(Psalms 31:5); God of Faithfulness: “Know therefore that
the LORD thy God, heis God, the faithful God, which
keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and
keep his commandments to a thousand generations;”
(Deuteronomy 7:9) and the God of Hope: “For | know the
thoughtsthat | think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts
of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.”

(Jeremiah 29:11)

The samegoesfor Jesus. Our Savior’s power and promises
never change. “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-
day, and for ever.” (Hebrews 13:8). He was with God at
the beginning of time as the “Word”. He is the same Son
of God today who transformed lives and performed miracles
in the scriptures.

He also can be trusted in His words and deeds. “And
many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
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disciples, which are not written in thisbook: But theseare
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Chrigt, the
Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through
hisname.” (John 20:30-31).

Trust is the keyword to think of when you encounter the
word faith in the Scriptures. Look up its Greek
counterpart (Pistis) in alexicon. You will see definitions
like these: “that which evokes trust and faith”— (Notice
that thisdefinition revolvesaround trust and that thistrust
isnot blind or unthinking, but isbased on evidence) —“the
reliability of the onetrusted.”

So, blind faithistrusting in something without any evidence.
Itisatype of faith without thinking or discernment. It has
been described as aleap into the dark. It is giving over of
oneself to something despite a solid foundation. God does
not expect usto have thistype of faith.

=

Now that we know that our walk with God is not typically
“blind”, I acknowledge that therewill betimeswewill act
purely on faith because we do not have the whole picture.
Caseinpoint isNoah (he had no concept of rain or floods);
Abraham (traveling to an unknown destination); and Sarai
(having a child in old age). However, their faith was not
blind. Trust had been previously established because of
God's nature and character.

Noah was told about the coming end of civilization, so he

acted out his faith because of his established trust with
God. Abraham used his reasoning power based on God's
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promise about the Covenant and his son Isaac’s future
dynasty. Heknew God's nature asfaithful and trustworthy.
Then he acted accordingly. Sarajudged God to befaithful
in Hispromises. “ Through faith also Saraherself received
strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child
when she was past age, because she judged him faithful
who had promised.” (Hebrews 11:11)

God created us to be curious souls and to “reason” Why?
What?and How? He gave usthe ability to think and reason.
Atitscore, thegoal of wisdom, motivation, and logic isto
find the truth, and Jesus told us that He is truth, “Jesus
saith unto him, | am theway, thetruth, and thelife: noman
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) So,
reasoning should lead us to Jesus every time.

Proverbs 3:13 saysweare blessed when wefind knowledge
and understanding. InAct 17, Paul commendsthe church
at Berea because they searched the Scriptures daily to
seeif what Paul said was true. James tells us to ask God
for wisdom. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to al men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall begiven him.” (James 1.5)

Throughout the Scriptures, God's and His Son’s promises
(both executed and in the future) give us the grounds to
“reason.” Our faith is built on a solid foundation. It is
based on God'srevelation of Himself and our understanding
of that revelation. It istrusting, and it isfaith, but it isfar
from blind.

So, back to our original question: Isit wrong to question?
No! Pray for answers and search the scriptures if you
doubt. | believe God wants usto question Hisplan and His
ways. He settles our doubts by giving usthe belief that His
ways are not always our ways. The good and the bad in
thislife can lead usto a deeper faith and trust in God — a
blessing for al whowill believe.

While, at first, “ blind faith” may seem to some asthe most
authentic way to pursue one’s Christian life, it is not how
our relationship is developed with God. He wants us to
seek Him for guidance, wisdom, and understanding in all
areas of our lives. Questions are sometimes a part of this
guidance. *Here are a few examples of questions asked
intheBible:
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Abraham:

(Gen. 18:22-25) “And the men turned their faces from
thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet
beforethe LORD. And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt
thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?
Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt
thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty
righteousthat are therein? That be far from theeto do after
thismanner, to slay therighteouswith the wicked: and that
the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from
thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?’

M oses:

(Ex. 3:11) “And Moses said unto God, Who am 1, that |
should go unto Pharaoh, and that | should bring forth the
children of Isragl out of Egypt?’

Joshua:

(Josh. 7:7) “And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord GOD,
wherefore hast thou at all brought this people over Jordan,
to deliver usinto the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us?
would to God we had been content, and dwelt on the other
side Jordan!”

Elijah:

(I Kings17:20) “And hecried unto the LORD, and said, O
LORD my God, hast thou a so brought evil upon the widow
with whom | sojourn, by slaying her son?”’

(I Kings 2:14) “ And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell
from him, and smote the waters, and said, Whereisthe
LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the
waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went
over.”

Job:
(Job 13:23) “How many are mineiniquitiesand sins?make
me to know my transgression and my sin.”

David:
(Psalms 10:1) “Why standest thou afar off, O LORD?
Why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble?’

| saiah:

(Isaiah 64:12) “Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O
LORD?Wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict usvery sore?’
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Jeremiah:

(Jeremiah 12:1) “Righteous art thou, O LORD, when |
plead with thee: yet let metalk with thee of thy judgments:
Wherefore doth the way of the wicked
prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal very
treacherously?’

Ezekiel:

(Ezekiel 9:8) “And it cameto pass, whilethey weredaying
them, and | was left, that | fell upon my face, and cried,
and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou destroy all the residue
of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem?’

Paul:

(I Corinthians 12:8) “For thisthing | besought the Lord
thrice, that it might depart from me.”

(Paul asked God three times to remove his “thorn in the
flesh™)

And others:

Jacob: (Gen. 32:29)

Gideon: (Judg. 6:36-40)

Manoah: (Judg. 13:11-12,17)

Samson: (Judg. 15:18)

Israelites: (Judg. 1:1)(Judg. 21:3)

Solomon: (1Kin. 3:9)

Habakkuk: (Hab. 1:1-2,12-14,17)

The Martyrs: (Rev. 6:10)

If these renowned peoplein the Bible could ask God their
guestions, we can do so aswell. | saved the best for last
as an example of questions asked of God. Jesus asked in
Matt 27:46: “ And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a
loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lamasabachthani? that isto say,
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’

In Jesus's humanity, Hefelt truly abandoned and in agony.
He is bearing the total weight of our sin and judgment.
Notice this is the same question that King David asks in
Psalms22:1. “(Tothe chief Musician upon Aijeleth Shahar,
A Psalm of David.) My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and
from the words of my roaring?’ This chapter in Psalms
appearsto foretell Christ’scrucifixion.

Tidbits: Inthe Gospels, Jesus asks many more questions

than he answers. To be precise, Jesus asks 307 questions.
He was asked 183, of which he only answers 3.
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There is a difference between sincerely asking God
questionsand accusing God of wrongdoing or doubting His
existence. Such an attitude would be wrong, as God is
perfect, steadfast, and never sins or lies. “Wherein God,
willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise
the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
That by two immutablethings, inwhich it was impossible
for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who
have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before
us. Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both
sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the
vell;” (Hebrews 6:17-19)

Our questionsto God should begin with prayer for wisdom
and understanding. Ask with a respectful and humble
attitude of faith.
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Ask questions to know God better—not to pretend
you are God and have all the answers.

Ask questions to serve others better—not to prove
yourself correct.

Ask questions to challenge oppressive theology and
doctrine—not for discrimination within the Church.

Ask questions to bask in the wonder of the Lord—
not to try to fully understand what we know is
unfathomable to our human hearts and minds.

*Do not make receiving answers a substitute for
faith. *(added by the writer)

| purposely did not write on the subject of “Blind Faith”
Bible versestaken out of context because | would like our
readersto write acomment or article addressing thisissue.
Would you please send your thoughts and comments in
writing to our headquarters? They may be published in a
future Advocate of Truth. Send to: Church of God (7th
Day) P.O. Box 328, Salem, WV 26426 or
cogsevday @aol.com
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Confidence

by Sister Makeda Richards

GrenadaWest I ndies

When | say you need to have confidence,
| don’t mean havingahumblearrogance.
It’sthat suredependenceon God,
Knowing hewill providenomatter how much

our situation seemsflawed.

When | say you need to have confidence,
It isnot self-dependence.
Itistohavethat certainty,

Intheway, you walk and talk with consistency.

When | say you need to have confidence,

Itistohavea mindset of belief, trust, and
per sever ance.

Knowingthat our mindset createsour perception,
And weshould alwaysbepositive

regar dlessof thesituation.

Soall inall, confidencetriumphseverything,
Andwithit, you can achieveanything.
Most importantly it must not bemisdir ected,
But alwaysbein the ONE

in whom we can be perfected.

PAGE SEVEN




All human beingshaveamind of their own, and their own
will wasgiven by God. Thisisthe perfectionwithwhich
God endowed mankind —having afreewill to make our
owndecisonsand determinations. Thisisaright givento
man by the Creator, and we should respect it, and no one
should take some el se' s placeto make decisionsfor the
other.

L et usread an exampleof thisin Genesis2:15-17.

GENESIS2:15-17: “And the Lord God took the man,
and put himinto the Garden of Edento dressit and to
keepit. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying,
of every treeof thegarden thou mayest fredly eat: But the
tree of theknowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat
of it: for intheday that thou eatest thereof thou shat surely
die”

We seethat God warned and ordered man not to eat out
of thetree of knowledge of good and evil, but then hel eft
everything uptothem, totheir freewill. TheLord did not
forcethemto obey hiscommandment, neither interfereat
thevery moment they took their decision to eat what was
forbidden and sothey weredeceived by “that” old serpent
caledthe Devil and Satan.

Wefind here something very interesting, if God respected
man’sdecision or will at themoment of agreet temptation,
thenwhat right dowe havetoforceothersto takedecisons
related to their own life according to our persona will or
point of view? Should wedo that? At theend, each one
of uswill beaccountableof our own decisionsbeforeour
Creator.
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Reasonsand Principles

RCISE OUR FREEWILL

y:'Moises Torres M.

Theword of God istruth; and its prevention and teachings
areto safeguard man'slife; therefore, our decisonsshould
bebased on God'struths; nevertheless, itisupto everyone
totakethem or not into consideration. Our duty in church,
as elders and ministersis to bring good counsel and
admonition based on theword of God, and not based on
our own way of thinking, otherwise we will get
compromised by othersdecisons. Thefina decison about
any subject should comefromour “ownfreewill,” a lagt,
nobody is going to be accountable for some else’'s
decisions and deeds before the Creator, “ the son shall
not bear theiniquity of thefather, neither shall thefather
bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the
righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the
wicked shall beupon him. (Ezekiel 18:20).

TheLord wantsevery singleoneof usto besaved, “Who
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledgeof thetruth. "Asthe L ord advised Adam and
Eveinthegarden of Eden, the sameadvice of salvation
has come to our knowledge today to prevent us from
being deceived; Itisupto every one of usto care about
our salvation. Itisupto“our freewill” (I Timothy 2:4).

REVELATION 22:17: “Andthe Spirit and thebride say,
Come. Andlet himthat heareth say, Come. And et him
that isathirst come. And whosoever will, let him takethe
water of lifefredy.”

REVELATION 22:11: “Hethat isunjugt, let himbeunjust
dtill: and hewhichisfilthy, let him befilthy till: and hethat

isrighteousdtill: and hethat isholy, let him beholy till.”
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The Light of the World |

Jesus came down from heaven in the likeness of a
man, making Himsdlf of no reputation.. He, themeek car-
penter from Galilee, brought down to usthetrue WORD
of hisFATHER. Hewaspreaching and teachingloveand
understanding amongst men and brethren. Hehad neither
socia nor political ambitionsbut taught God'struthinall
fairnessand smplicity. Thereforewe areadmonished to
follow Hisexampleasit iswritten in Philippians 2:4-5:
"Look not every man on hisown things, but every man
also on the things of others. - Let thismind bein you,
whichwasasoin CHRIST JESUS."

Inthe human form of aservant JESUSCHRIST ob-
sarved dl of HisFATHER'S commandments, thru show-
ing men how one can live unaffected by the spirit of this
world.

What isthe spirit of thisworld?1tisan attitude shown
inenjoyment of sdfishlugts, ingreed for power, for money,
for vanity, for pride and outward show.

Jesus spoke of thisspirit of theworldin Luke 20:46-
47 ashewascritical of some of thereligiousleadersin
|sradl at that time. "Beware of the scribes, which desireto
walk inlong robes, and lovegreetingsin themarkets, and
the highest seatsin the synagogues, and the chief rooms
at feasts; Which devour widow's houses, and for ashew
makelong prayers. thesameshall receivegreater dam-
nation.” Staying away fromthethingsof thisworldisaso
pointed outin| John 2:15-17 "L ove not theworld, nei-
ther thethingsthat areintheworld. If any manlovethe
world, theloveof the Father isnotinhim. For al thatisin
theworld, thelust of theflesh, and the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And theworld passeth away, and thelust thereof:
but hethat doeth thewill of God abideth for ever.”
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Jesusrefused to befamiliar with any of thesethings.
Instead of that He becamethe LIGHT of theworld, which
Hisdiscipleswerefollowing. Therefore He prayed for
them asseenin John 17:24-26. But to the PhariseesHe
sad:

"Yearefrom beneath: | AM FROM ABOVE: Ye
are of THISworld: | AM NOT OF THISWORLD"
(John 8:23).

How clearly doesthisverseunderline JESUS state-
ment

"My kingdomisNOT of thisworld..." (John 18:36).

Why isJESUS Kingdom not of thisworld? Because
HisKingdomisfar greater than humanwisdomisableto
even imagine. JESUS hasreceived ALL the POWER
FROM ON HIGH, which meansHereceived ALL the
Holy Spirit givento Himin full measurement.

L et ushereby not forget that we have chosen Christ
to belong to Him, but CHRIST HAS CHOSEN US -
and that even beforethe foundation of theworld, as seen
in Ephesians 1:3-4; "Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritua blessinginthe heavenly placesin Chrigt, just as
he chose usin Him before the foundation of theworld,
that we should be holy and without blamebeforeHimin
love"

In deep reverence we have to be thankful to GOD
the FATHER for our LORD of Glory, theHeavenly LIGHT
Hehassent into thedarknessof this world, praying " That
at the name of JESUS every knee should bow, of things
inheaven, and thingsin earth, and thingsunder the earth:
andthat every tongue should confessthat ESUSCHRIST
isLORD, totheglory of GOD the FATHER" (Philippians
2:10-11).
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RESERVED UNTOFIRE

By David Delong

"But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the
sameword arekept in store, reserved unto fire against
theday of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. But,
bel oved, be not ignorant of thisonething, that oneday is
withthe Lord asathousand years, and athousand years
asoneday. TheLordisnot dack concerning hispromise,
assome men count dackness; but islongsuffering to us-
ward, not willing that any should perish, but that al should
cometo repentance. But theday of the Lord will comeas
athief inthe night; inthewhich the heavens shall pass
away with agreat noise, and theedlementsshal melt with
fervent heat, theearth also and theworksthat aretherein
shall be burned up. Seeingthenthat al thesethingsshall
be dissolved, what manner of personsought yeto bein
al holy conversation and godliness, L ookingfor and hagting
unto the coming of theday of God, wherein the heavens
being onfire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat? Neverthelesswe, accordingto his
promise, look for new heavensand anew earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, bel oved, seeing that
yelook for such things, bediligent that ye may befound
of himin peace, without spot, and blameless” (11 Peter
3:7-14).

TheApostle Peter recordsin Il Peter 3:5-6 that the
first world perished withwater. Weknow that to be at the
time of Noah when thewholeworld was coveredinthe
Flood. Our world is reserved unto fire to be burnt up:
"...theheavensshadll passaway with agreat noise, and the
elementsshall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and
theworksthat aretherein shall beburned up.”

Peter wrotein verse 10: "...the day of the Lord will
comeasathief inthenight..." Jesustal ked about His sec-
ond coming asbeing likeathief. Luke 12:39-40 reads:
"And thisknow, that if the goodman of the house had
known what hour the thief would come, hewould have
watched, and not have suffered his houseto be broken
through. Beyetherefore ready also: for the Son of man
cometh at an hour when ye think not." And in |
Thessalonians 5:1-2 wefind: "But of thetimesand the
seasons, brethren, ye have no need that | write unto you.
For yourselves know perfectly that the day of theLord
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so cometh asathief inthenight.” So when Jesus comes
againthe heavenswill burn away with fireand theele-
mentswill melt aswell. In Revelation chapter 6, verse
14, after thesixth sedl isopened weread: " And theheaven
departed asascroll whenitisrolled together; and every
mountain and idand were moved out of their places.”

Nahum 1:5-6 informsus:. " The mountains quake at
him, and thehillsmelt, and the earthisburned at hispres-
ence, yea, theworld, and al that dwell therein.Who can
stand before hisindignation?and who can abideinthe
fiercenessof hisanger?hisfury ispoured out likefire,
and the rocks are thrown down by him." What isthe
indignation of the Lord whentheearth isburned at His
presence?L et usturnto Revelation 8:6-7 for theanswer:
" And the seven angel swhich had the seven trumpetspre-
pared themsalvesto sound. Thefirst angel sounded, and
therefollowed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they
were cast upon the earth: and thethird part of treeswas
burnt up, and al green grasswashburnt up.”

Thisisapart of the seven last plagues. So, it appears
that when Jesuscomesin thecloudsto resurrect the saints
therewill beaburning of the heavensand the elements
will melt, and then again, whenthe sevenlast plaguesare
poured out upon the earth there will be aburning of a
third part of thetreesand of all greengrass.

But praise the Lord, the heavens and the earth will
not remain burned up. The Apostle Peter also wrote:
"Neverthelesswe, according to hispromise, look for
new heavensand anew earth, wherein dwelleth righ-
teousness. Wherefore, bel oved, seeing that yelook for
suchthings, bediligent that ye may befound of himin
peace, without spot, and blameless’ (11 Peter 3:13-14).

Hebrews 12:29tellsus. "For our God isaconsuming
fire." But Hebrews 13:20-21 reads: "Now the God of
peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of
the everlasting covenant, Makeyou perfect in every good
work to do his will, working in you that which is
wellpleasingin hissight, through Jesus Christ; to whom
beglory for ever and ever. Amen."
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"For whosoever shal cdl uponthenameof theLord
shall besaved” (Romans10:13).

In Matthew 28:19-20 we read of the great commis-
sonthat Jesusgave unto Hisdisciples"Goyetherefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing theminthe name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching
themto observeal thingswhatsoever | have commanded
you: and, lo, | amwithyou always, even unto theend of
theworld. Amen.”

Aganin Romans10:14-15wefind that minisersmust
be sent by thedirection of God'sHoly Spirit to each and
baptize people who have not heard before the gospel
message. Notice these questions as recorded in these
verses. "How then shall they call on Himinwhom they
have not believed?And how shdl they believein Him of
whom they have not heard? And how shdll they hear with-
out apreacher? And how shall they preach, except they
be sent?Asit iswritten, How beautiful are the feet of
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tid-
ingsof goodthingd!"

Preaching the gospel of peace, and bringing glad tid-
ingsof good thingsispleasingto god. Read | Corinthians
1:21, "For after that in the wisdom of God theworld by
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by thefoolishness
of preaching to savethemthat believe." Youmust believe
by faith to be saved. " So then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by theword of God" (Romans 10:17). In
Mark 16:15-16 wefind the object of preaching the gos-
pel. "Goyeinto all theworld, and preach the gospel to
every creature. Hethat believeth and isbaptized shall be
saved; but hethat believeth not shall bedamned.”
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Againthequestion, "How shall they preach, except
they (theministers) be sent?L et usread what Paul hasto
say inl Corinthians9:7, 11, 13-14. "Who goeth awar-
fareany timeat hisown charges? Who planteth avine-
yard, and eateth not of thefruit thereof, or who feedetha
flock, and eateth not of themilk of theflock?

"1f we have sown unto you carnd spiritud things, isit
agresat thingif weshall reap your things? Do yenot know
that they which minister about holy thingsliveof thingsof
thetemple?And they whichwait at thedtar are partakers
with theadtar? Even so hath the Lord ordained that they
(theministers) which preach thegospd should liveof the
gospel.”

Tithesand offerings are needed to send out faithful
ministersto carry out the great commission of our dear
Lord Jesus Christ. Robbing God isone of the greatest
curses of thisage. It preventsthe message of salvation
from being preached so that many could hear, and have
faithand believe. Surely God will bring great destruction
upon every individuad who robs God of Hisportion, which
isthetenth part of al theincrease. Tithes are paid not
given, for that part already belongsto God. Offeringsare
given and thisisasolemn obligation that isbinding upon
every Christian today thesameastithing.

"Will aman rob God?But ye say, Wherein havewe
robbed thee? Intithesand offerings. BringyeALL the
tithesinto the storehouse" (Malachi 3:8, 10).

We appeal unto you brethren, to send inyour tithes
and offeringsfor the gospel work to the Church of God
(7th Day), PO. Box 328 Salem, West Virginia 26426.

PAGE ELEVEN




Test Your Bible Knowledge

ACROSS

1. Jesus healed Peter's mother-in-law in this city (see
Matthew 8:14-15).

3. Saul wason hisway to this city when Jesus appeared
tohim (seeActs9:3-6).

5. Jesuswas baptized inthisriver (see Matthew 3).

6. Thisisthegarden where Jesuswent to pray, atoned for
usand oater was arrested (see Matthew 26:36-50).

7. Thisisthe hometown of Philip, Andrew, and Peter (see
john 1:44).

9. Jesus made Histriumphant entry inthiscity (see John
12:12-13).

11. Jesuswascrucified at this" place of askull” (see John
19:16-17).

12. Thisisthe hometown of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha
(seeJohn11:1).
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DOWN

1. Jesus performed Hisfirst miracle here (see John 2:1-
11).

2. Thisiswhere M osesreceived the Ten Commandments
(seeExodus34:1-2).

4. Thisisthe hometown of Saul (seeActs9:11).

5. Joshuafought the battle of (see Joshuab).

7. Jesuswasborninthiscity (see Matthew 2).

8. Jesusgrew up here (see Matthew 2:23).

10. Mosesled the peopleof Isragl out of thisplace (see
Exodus13:3).

Answers found on page 13
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-
Things You May Or
May Not Know About
SACRIFICES

By Warren H. Randall Jr.

1. Blood needsto be shed for theremission (forgiveness)
of an.
"And almost al thingsare by thelaw purged with blood;
andwithout shedding of bloodisnoremisson” (Hebrews
9:22).

2. Noah offered clean beastsand fowl tothe Lord after
theflood.

"And Noah builded an altar unto the L ord; and took of
every clean beast, and of every cleanfowl, and offered
burnt offeringsof thedtar" (Genesis8:20).

3. Abrahamwasto offer |saac asaburnt offeringinthe
land of Moriah.

"Andit cameto passafter thesethings, that God did tempt
Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and hesaid, Be-
hold, here | am. And he said, Take now thy son, thine
only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get theeinto the
land of Moriah; and offer him therefor aburnt offering
upon oneof themountainswhich | will tell theeof* (Gen-
ess22:1-2).

NOTE: Isaac foreshadowed Christ. Abraham waswell
aware of God's coming kingdom, and hetrusted in the
Lord.

4. The Passover Lamb represented " Christ or Passover."
"Your lamb shall bewithout blemish amale of thefirst
year: yeshdl takeit out from the sheep, or fromthegoats.
Andyeshall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the
same month: and thewholeassembly of thecongregation
of Isradl shdll kill itintheevening." (Exodus12:5-6).

"Purge out therefore the old leaven, that yemay beanew
lump, asyeare unleavened. For even Christ our passover
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issacrificed for us.” (I Corinthians5:7).

5. Elijah prayed, beforethe prophetsof Baal, the God of
|sradl.

"And it cameto pass at the time of the offering of the
evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet camenear, and
said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of |sradl, letit be
known thisday that thou art God inIsrael, and that | am
thy servant, and that | have done all thesethingsat thy
word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may
know that thou art the L ord God, and that thou hast turned
their heart back again. Thenthefireof theLordfell, and
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the
stones, and the dust, and licked up thewater that wasin
thetrench” (1 Kings 18:36-38).

6. After Jesuswasborn, Mary hadto offer apair of turtle-
dovesor two young pigeons.

"And when thedaysof her purification accordingto the
law of Moseswere accomplished, they brought himto
Jerusalem, to present himtotheLord; (Asitiswrittenin
thelaw of the Lord, Every MALE THAT OPENETH
THEWOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TOTHE
LORD;) Andto offer asacrificeaccording to that which
issaid in the law of the Lord, A PAIR OF TURTLE
DOVES, ORTWO Y OUNG PIGEONS" (Luke 2:22-
24).

7.Weareto becomealiving sacrifice.

"1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by themerciesof God,
that ye present your bodiesaliving sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God, which isyour reasonabl e service"
(Romans12:1).

Answers to Test Your Bible Knowledge
Places in the Bible Crossword Puzze -
Across. 1.Capernaum 3.Damascus 5.Jordan
6.Gethsemane 7.Bethsaida 9.Jerusalem
11.Golgotha 12.Bethany

Down: 1.Cana 2.Mount Sinai 4.Tarsus
5.Jericho 7.Bethlehem 8.Nazareth 10.Egypt
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One of the messagesfor usin the Bibleisthat we
need to follow thru to completion whenwearetold to do
something. Intheold testament Israel struggled following
thruto completion when they weretold to do something,
especidly if they did not have astrong leader. Thiswas
thesituation when Joshua passed away and | sragl wasto
finishtaking possession of theland promised to them.

Judges1:1 “Now after thedeath of Joshuait cameto
pass, that the children of | sragl asked the LORD, saying,
Who shall go up for us against the Canaanitesfirst, to
fight against them?’” Intherest of chapter 1, Isragl was
told to fight and remove all of the enemies from the
promised land and take possession of it. They werenot
to make agreementswith theinhabitants of the promised
land, but wereto drivethem out. Whilelsrael did take
possession of some of the promised land, they did not
utterly drivethe current inhabitantsout. Instead they
compromised and |let some of the current inhabitants
worldly waysremain.

TheLord sent amessage about thisfailureto follow
thruwith what they weretoldin Judges2:1,2 “Andan
angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and
said, | madeyouto go up out of Egypt, and have brought
you unto theland which | swareunto your fathers; and |
said, | will never break my covenant with you. Andye
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shall make no leaguewith theinhabitants of thisland; ye
shdl throw downtheir dtars: but ye have not obeyed my
voice”

Because Israel did not follow thru there were
consequences, which remain until thisday. Judges2:3
“Wherefore |l aso said, | will not drive them out from
before you; but they shall beasthornsinyour sides, and
their godsshall beasnareuntoyou.”

Isradl lost their chanceto be God'sshining lightinthe
world by following after and adopting the ways of the
worldinstead of following after thewaysof God.

After the sacrifice of Jesuswe are given thissame
opportunity to bepart of God'sfamily. TheApostle Paul
soke of thisoften in the scriptures. 1n one memorable
chapter he compared following God'swill to running a
race.

| Cor 9: 24-27. “Know yenot that they whichrunin
aracerunal, but onereceiveth the prize? Sorun, that ye
may obtain. And every manthat striveth for the mastery
istemperate in al things. Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible crown; but wean incorruptible. | thereforeso
run, not asuncertainly; sofight I, not asonethat beateth
theair: But | keep under my body, and bring it into
subjection: lest that by any means, when | have preached
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to others, | myself should be acastaway.” We need to
keep oursalvesunder control and train ourselvesfor this
racewhichislife. Wethen need tofollow thruto completion
of therace.

What isitinparticular that Paul wasta king about that
we need to do? | John 2: 1, 3-5. “My little children,
thesethingswritel untoyou, that yesin not. Andif any
man Sn, wehavean advocate with the Father, JesusChrigt
the righteous: And hereby we do know that we know
him, if wekeep hiscommandments. Hethat saith, | know
him, and keepeth not hiscommandments, isaliar, and the
truthisnot in him. But whoso keepeth hisword, inhim
verily istheloveof God perfected: hereby know wethat
weareinhim.

Rev 14:12 “Hereisthe patience of the saints: here
are they that keep the commandments of God, and
thefaith of Jesus.”

We are told that we are to keep the Ten
Commandmentsof God and thefaith of Jesus. If wedo
thiswewill begivenareward. Rev 22:14. “Blessed are
they that do hiscommandments, that they may haveright
tothetreeof life, and may enter inthrough the gatesinto
thecity.”

Wewill haveeternd lifeand rulewith Jesusaskings
and priests. To obtain thisreward we need to thank God
for the many blessings he has bestowed upon us and
continue to dedicate our lives to keeping God's
commandments and the faith of Jesus, thru to the
completion of thisracethat isour morta life.
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Thefutureof individuals, aswell asthe course of na-
tions, isdetermined by personal contact withindividuals.
A sinner islost because someonedid not bring unto him
themessagewhereinissalvation. A nation deteriorates
and goesdown theroad to destruction, becausetheleaders
arenot spiritually minded, but areworldly, or outright Sn-
ful. Thisisbecause no onewhoisclean, upright, pious,
spiritually minded, took thetimeto bring to theseleaders
thewordsof truth and righteousness, that would turnthem
formwrong toright. Of coursethemost effective sermon
onecan preachisadaily life, filled with goodness, righ-
teousness, holiness, love, compassion. But that life must
be supplemented with goodly words- backed with aheart
of love. Itisnot enough to know thetruth, tolivethetruth,
but one must tell the truth, scatter it forth, bring IT to
othersand win them to God, through Jesusthe Saviour.
Otherscan be contacted with personal visits, aword lov-
ingly offered. But one can a so bring the message by a
persond | etter toafriend, aneighbor, ardativeand through
tractswhich carry themessage of truth and salvation.

Tomorrow will bedetermined by theworksor lack
of personal worksof the saved individualsliving today.
What shall the morrow bring?May we be used to bring
othersto the Everlasting Father, and do our little part,
wherever welive, to makeour part of thevineyard alittle
brighter, cleaner, happier, and holier.

"Wasnot Abraham our father judtified by works, when
he had offered | saac his son upon the altar? Seest thou
how faith wrought with hisworks, and by workswas
faith made perfect? And the scripturewasfulfilled which
saith, Abraham believed God, and it wasimputed unto
him for righteousness: and hewas called the Friend of
God. Ye seethen how that by worksamanisjustified,
and not by faithonly" (James2:21-24).
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BIBLE

Takenfrom TheHome Instructor Part | - If you'dliketo
receive a hard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

PART 8- THE SEAOF GLASS
QUESTION: Upon what did John seethesaints?

ANSWER: "And| saw asit wereaseaof glassmingled
with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the
beast, and over hisimage, and over hismark, and over
thennumber of hisname, stand on the seaof glass, having
the harps of God. And they sing the song of Mosesthe
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great
and marvellousarethy works, Lord God Almighty; just
and truearethy ways, thou King of saints' (Revelation
15:2-3).

QUESTION: What did Abraham look for ?

ANSWER: "By faith Abraham, when hewascalled to
go out into aplace which he should after receivefor an
inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing
whither hewent. By faith hesojournedintheland of prom-
ise, asinastrange country, dwelling in tabernacleswith
I saac and Jacob, the heirswith him of the same promise.
For helooked for acity which hath foundations, whose
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builder and maker isGod" (Hebrews 11:8-10).

NOTE: Thiscity that Abraham waslooking for isthe
New Jerusalem. Itisthecity of theliving God (Hebrews
12:22), andisacontinuing city (Hebrews 13:14).

QUESTION: What hasGod prepared for thesaints?

ANSWER: "But now they desire abetter country, that
is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God: for he hath prepared for them acity”
(Hebrews 11:16).

"L et not your heart betroubled: yebelievein God, be-
lievedsoinme. Inmy Father'shousearemany mansions.

if it werenot so, | would havetold you. | goto preparea
placefor you. Andif | go and prepareaplacefor you, |

will comeagain, and recelve you unto myself; that where
| am, thereyemay beaso" (John 14:1-3).

QUESTION: What do we seek to come?

ANSWER: "For here (on earth) havewe no continuing
(eternd) city, but we seek oneto come”’ (Hebrews 13:14).

QUESTION: What isthemother of usall?

ANSWER: "But Jerusalemwhichisaboveisfreg, which
isthemother of usal" (Galatians4:26).

QUESTION: What isthebride, theLamb'swife?

ANSWER: "And there came unto meone of the seven
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angelswhich had the seven vialsfull of the seven last
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Comehither, | will
shew theethebride, the Lamb'swife. And hecarried me
away inthespirittoagreat and highmountain, and shewed
methat grest city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of
heaven from God" (Revelation 21:9-10).

QUESTION: Howisthebride(New Jerusalem) de-
scribed?

ANSWER: "Havingtheglory of God: and her light was
like unto astone most precious, even likeajasper stone,
clear ascrystal (glass)” (verse11).

QUESTION: How doesthewife, the New Jer usa-
lem, prepareherself for thewedding?

ANSWER: "Let usbeglad andrejoice, and give honour
tohim: for themarriageof theLambiscome, and hiswife
(New Jerusalem) hath made herself ready. And to her
wasgranted that she should bearrayedinfinelinen, clean
andwhite: for thefinelinenistherighteousnessof saints.
And he saithunto me, Write, Blessed arethey which are
cdled unto themarriage supper of theLamb. And hesaith
unto me, Thesearethetrue sayingsof God" (Revelation
19:7-9).

NOTE: Thesaintswill adorn the New Jerusalem, the
brideand wife of Christ.

QUESTION: How doesthecity appear?

ANSWER: "And the building of thewall of it was of
jasper, and the city was puregold, likeunto clear glass’
(Revelation 21:18).

QUESTION: Untowhat isthestreet of thecity de-
scribed?

ANSWER: "Andthetwelve gatesweretwenty pearls,
every several gatewasof onepearl: andthestreet of the
city waspuregold, asit weretransparent glass' (verse
21).

QUESTION: How doestheriver of lifeappear?

ANSWER: "And heshewed meapureriver of water of
life, clear ascrystal (glass), proceeding out of thethrone
of God and of theLamb" (Revelation 22:1).

"Now when | had returned, behold, at the bank of the
river were many trees on the one side and on the other.
Then said heunto me, Thesewatersissue out toward the
east country and go downinto the desert, and gointo the
sea: which being brought forth into the sea, the waters
shdl behedled. Andit shall cometo pass, that every thing
that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever theriversshall
come, shdll live: andthereshd| beavery great multitude
of fish, becausethesewatersshall comethither: for they
shall be healed; and every thing shall live whither their
river cometh. Andit shall cometo pass, that thefishers
shall stand uponit from En-gedi evenunto en-egiam; they
shall be aplaceto spread forth nets; with fish shall be
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according to their kinds, asthefish of thegreat sea, ex-
ceeding many. But themiry placesthereof andthemarishes
thereof shall not behealed; they shdl begiventosdt. And
by the river upon the bank thereof, on thisside and on
that side, shall grow all treesfor meat, whose leaf shall
not fade, neither shall thefruit thereof be consumed: it
shall bring forth new fruit according to hismonths, be-
causetheir watersthey issued out of the sanctuary: and
thefruit thereof shall befor mest, and theleaf thereof for
medicine" (Ezekid 47:7-12).

"Andit shal beinthat day, that living watersshall go out
from Jerusalem; half of them toward theformer sea, and
half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer andin
winter shall itbe" (Zechariah 14:8).

QUESTION: What doesChrist bringwith himwhen
he comes?

ANSWER: "And behold, | come quickly; and my re-
wardiswithme, to giveevery man according ashiswork
shdl be" (Revelation 22:12).

QUESTION: Intowhat will commandment keepers
beableto enter?

ANSWER: "Blessed arethey that do hiscommandments,
that they may haveright tothetreeof life, and may enter
inthroughthegatesintothecity” (Verse14).

QUESTION: IsthistheHoly city that Abraham was
lookingfor?

ANSWER: "And hecarried meaway inthe spirittoa
great and high mountain, and shewed methat grest city,
theholy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God"
(Revelaion 21:10).

QUESTION: Wherewill thiscity or mountain of
theL ord'shousebeestablished?

ANSWER: "Andit shall cometo passinthelast days,
that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be estab-
lished in thetop of the mountainsand shall be exalted
abovethehills; and dl nationsshall flow untoit” (Isaiah
2:2).
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QUESTION: Wherewill thiscity or mountain of
theL ord'shousebeestablished?

ANSWER: "Andit shall cometo passinthelast days,
that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be estab-
lished inthetop of the mountains, and shall be exalted
abovethehills; and dl nationsshall flow untoit” (Isaiah
2:2).

"But yeare come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of
theliving God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to aninnu-
merable company of angels' (Hebrews12:22).
"Butinthelast daysit shall cometo pass, that the moun-
tain of the house of the LORD shall beestablishedinthe
top of themountains, and it exalted abovethehills; and
peopleshdl flow untoit” (Micah 4:1).

| GO TO CHURCH!
By Carol Buechner

| goto churchto meet withthe Godthat | love
Where Heembracesmein Hisspecia lovefrom above.
| sing praisesto Hisgloriousname
Andbow inHisHoly presenceasthanks| proclaim.

| goto churchtolearn more about Jesus
With my mind focused on al He meansto each of us.
| enter with an attitude of great joy and peace
Knowing that God hasprovided for my sins
to bereleased.

| goto churchwhereeverything | do and speak
Will be donehumbly andinaspirit so meek.
| spend my timein God'smarveloushouse of instruction
Having put al my sdfishwants
and desiresout of function.

| go to church because | lovegoing there
For itiswherel can put away my worldly cares.
| don't look for thingsto complain about or criticize
For | goto churchfor my spiritual exercise.
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Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
THEBIRTH OF JESUS
ScriptureReading: Matthew 2:1-11.
Golden Text: Matthew 2:2.

"...Whereishethat isborn King of the Jews? For we

have seen his star in the east, and are cometo worship
him."
NOTE: Wearegoingto start studying the New Testa-
ment and thelife of Jesus Christ. Inthisfirst lesson, we
will learn about Jesus birth. Inthefirst chapter of Mat-
thew, you can read about the generationsfrom Abramto
Jesus and also about Jesus parents Mary and Joseph.

1. Wherewas Jesusborn, and who wastheking at this
time?Matthew 2:1.

2. Who had seen His star? M atthew 2:2.

3. What did theking do when he heard about the birth of
Jesus? Matthew 2:3-4.

4. What did the chief priestsand scribestell him? Mat-
thew 2:5-6.

5. What else did the king want to know? Matthew 2:7.
6. What did hetdl thewise mento do? Matthew 2:8.
7. What did the wise men do? Matthew 2:9-10.

8. What did they do when they saw the baby Jesus, and
what did they bring him?Matthew 2:11.

LESSON I
PROTECTING BABY JESUS
ScriptureReading: Matthew 2:12-23.

Golden Text: Matthew 2:12.
"And being warned of Godin adreamthat they should

PAGE TWENTY

not return to Herod, they departed into their own country
another way."

1. Why didn't the wise men return to Herod? M atthew
2:12.

2. What did theangel of the Lord tell Joseph? Matthew
2:13.

3. What did Herod do when he found out thewise men
had mocked him? Matthew 2:16.

4. How long did Joseph stay in Egypt with the young
child Jesusand Hismother? Matthew 2:14-15.

5. What happened after Herod died? Matthew 2:19-21.

6. What did Joseph find out when hearrivedinlsragl ?
Matthew 2:22.

7. Wheredid hego then, and why did hego there? Mat-
thew 2:23.

LESSON 111
JESUSINTHETEMPLE
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:40-52.
Golden Text: Luke2:52.
"And Jesusincreased in wisdom and stature, andin
favour with God and man."

1. Inwhat way did Jesusgrow?Luke 2:40, 52.

2. Wheredid Jesusgo with Joseph and Hismother when
hewastwelveyearsold?Luke 2:41-42.

3. What happened when Joseph and Mary werereturn-
ing home?Luke2:43.

4. Wheredid they look for Jesus? L uke 2:44-45.
5. Whenthey returned, where did they find Jesus, and
what washe doing? Luke 2:46-47.
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6. What did mother say to Him? Luke 2:48.
7. What was Hisanswer? Luke 2:49.
LESSON IV
JOHN THE BAPTIST

Scripture Reading: Matthew 3:1-12.
Golden Text: Matthew 3:1.

"Inthose dayscame John the Bapti<t, preachinginthe
wildernessof Judaea.”

NOTE: Wewill now study about aman called Johnthe
Baptist. He was called this because he baptized many
peoplein histime. We do not want to confuse himwith
John, oneof thedisciples.

1. What great preacher told the world that Jesus had
come?Matthew 3:1.

2. What did John the Baptist preach? Matthew 3:2.

3. What did God want John to do? Matthew 3:3 (first
part).

NOTE: What isrepentance? |t meansto besorry for sin
andto ask for forgiveness.

4. What did John the Baptist wear and eat? Matthew
34.

5. Johnlivedinthewildernessof Judaea. Wheredid the
people comefromto see him, and wherewerethey bap-
tized? Matthew 3:5-6.

6. Who a so cameto see John the Baptist, and what did
he say to them?Matthew 3:7-10.

7. Some peoplebeieved that Johnthe Baptist wasChrist.

What was his response to them? Luke 3:15-16; Mat-
thew 3:11.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

LEARNING TO WORSHIP GOD

Learning to worship GOD
I'm learning every day
Learning to worship GOD
Asl work and as| play.
Worshipisaword
That is hard to explain
Elijah worshipped GOD
When he prayed for rain.
Worshipisaword
That explains how | feel
When | stop to think
That GOD is very real.
Miriam wor shipped GOD
With a joyful song
When she started singing
Her friends sang along.
Worshipisaword
That explains what | do
When | quietly listen
To GOD'S WORD so true.
Learning to worship GOD
Asl listen and as| sing
We can learn to worship GOD
In each and every thing!
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Story

* Making Mistakes

| am sureeach boy and girl isbusy at thistimeof the
year. What alot of thingsthereareto learn about inthis
world. If weweretolivefor hundreds of yearsand study
al that we could, wewould still belearning and still mak-
ing mistakes. Someonehassaid, " That iswhat eraserson
pencilsarefor, to erase our mistakes.” But therea mis-
takeswe make cannot be erased with an eraser. When
you areyoung isthe best timeto learn, and the best part
of itisour mind is clear then, and we never forget the
thingswelearnedin our youth.

Now what doesthe L ord Jesusteach us? Theway to
eternd life, of course, becausehewantsusto haveahome
onthisbeautiful earth made anew. Itisawonderful thing
that the Lord Jesus offersto teach ushimsalf.

Sometimesteacherswill makemistakes, andit'svery
awkward when they think you have been talking when
you haven't. | remember thefirst day of school oneyear.
| had used my own money to buy meanew dressand a
new red swester. | never did know just how it realy hap-
pened but first thing the teacher accused meof talking
during classwhen| didnt.

Human teachers do make mistakes, but the Lord
Jesus never makes mistakes, for Heisthe Son of God.
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Wecan safely follow Himal theway. Heisever ready to
forgiveour sinsif weask Him, andwill never remind usof
themagain.

Oneday alittle boy named Johnny wasplaying with
hisblocksunder thetable. In the sameroom hisMother
wastakingto histwo older brothers, but as Johnny was
only four yearsold, Mother did not think hewastaking
notice of what shewas saying.

She spoke of the Lord Jesus dying on the crossfor
them, and told them that they must believeit for them-
selves, belong to God, and become Hischildren. Asshe
finished speaking shesad, "Yes, and Jesusdied for Johnny,
too, littleasheis."

It would seem that Johnny had taken no notice, but
thewords sank deep into thislittle heart, and when he
knelt to say hisevening prayer, hewhispered, " Thank you,
Jesus, for dyingfor me.”

Johnny isnow agrown man, andfor yearshasbeena
faithful worker for Him. He sayshe knowswithout adoubt
that hewas converted at the age of four.

Remember the words of the Lord Jesus,” ...Suffer
little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for
of suchisthekingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:14). Why
not accept Him now and say to Him as Johnny did, " Thank
you, Jesus, for dying for me."

Answersto Who Killed Them?

1. Hewas beheaded by the order of Herod (Mark 6:27).
2. Hisbrother was Cain (Genesis 4:8).

3. Hewas stoned to death by the Jews (Acts 7:59).

4. Hewascrucified by the Romans.

5. Shewasthrown from her window by the eunuchs, at
Jehu'scommand (11 Kings9:33).

6. Hewas hanged by order of King Ahasuerus, onagal-
lowshehad built for Meordecai (Esther 7:10).

7. Hewas struck with three darts by Joab, while hewas
hanging by thehair from an oak tree (11 Samuel 18:14).
8. Hewaskilled by David'sdlingshot (I Samuel 17:49).
9. Hewas stoned to death by Jezebel'sorders (I Kings
21:13).

10. Hewasdlain by the sword at Herod's orders (Acts
12:2).
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Games and Puzzles

WHO KILLED THEM?

1. Who killed John the Baptist?

2. Who killed Abel?

3. Who killed Stephen?
4. Who killed Peter?

5. Who killed Jezebel ?

6. Who killed Haman?

7. Who killed Absalom?

8. Who killed Goliath?

9. Who killed Naboth?

10. Who killed James?

Below are some Bible verses about love with aword
missing. Finish the verses by adding the missing

words. Use the Bible verse to help you.

1. Lovethe Lord thy God with all thy .

Mark 12:30.
2. We him because hefirst loved us.
| John 4:19.
3. The love of isthe root of all evil.
| Timothy 6:10.
4. His over mewas love.

Song of Solomon 2:4.

5. Greater love hath no man that this, that a man
lay down his for hisfriends.
John 15:13.

6. Love not the
| John 2:15.
7. Loveisof
| John 4:7.
, do good to them
which hate you.
Luke 6:27.
9. Lovethy
Mark 12:31.

10. For God so loved the that he gave
his only begotten , that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting

John 3:16.

8. Love your

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

PRAYER TIME

All over the world many children are homeless to-
day. Even though theorphangestheylivein arenice,
they arenot likehome. Prayfor all the orphan chil-
dren everywhere, Thank God for your own home.

To find out what God did on the 7th Day,
cross out all the following letters:
A-H-L-N-W.
HARLLENASHTWEWD

Write the remaining letters

FIGURE - IT - OUT - PUZZLE

How old was Joseph when his brothers sold him?
Sart with the number of years Moses led the
Hebrewsin the wilderness (Numbers 14:33).

Subtract the number of chapters

in the book of Jude.
Divide by the number of crosses
on the hill where Jesus died.
Add the number of chaptersin the book of Ruth.
Now, how old was Joseph

when his brothers put him in the pit?
(Answer found also in Genesis 37:2).
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YOU, FRIEND
By David Del.ong

God loves you, friend, He gave you life,
And gave you Mom and Dad;

He set you in a family

To help you to be glad.

God loves you, friend, he gave you choice
To choosewhat'sbest for you;

And when you fail, repent and see

That he will make things new.

God lovesyou, friend, he gave you eyes
For many thingsto see;

For rainbows, sunsets, and blue skies,
And Autumn-colored tree.

God lovesyou, friend, He gave you ears
To hear His preciousWord:

To hear "I loveyou" from afriend,
The sweetest thingsyou've heard.

God lovesyou, friend, He proved it so
By giving you His Son;

No greater gift could any give,

No greater deed bedone.







