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In Economicsclass, welearned to balanceor reconcile
our checking account or checkbook against the bank’s
statement. Thisprocessgivesusreasonsfor differences
between what the bank saysisin our account and what
cashwebdieveisavailable; or our Cash How andtracking
of expensesinthe caseof abusiness.

Consider our country’s past wars. There was no
shortcut or simple solution for healing thewoundsand
divisionsof asociety produced by the violence of war.
Creating trust and understanding between former enemies
isundoubtedly adifficult challenge. However, itiscritical
to addressthem in building lasting peace by thoroughly
examining and recognizing the painful past. Countries
transcend or rise above past conflict—creating true
reconciliation.

So, reconciliation is the process of two people or
groupsinaconflict agreeing to makeamendsor cometoa
truce. Source: https://www.dictionary.com

How doesreconciliation apply to us, and why doesit
matter? It goesback to the Garden of Eden, whereAdam
and Evewal ked in perfect harmony with God. Adamand
Eve disobeyed God, and this action disappointed and
angered God to banish them from the garden. Ten
generationsafter Adam’sfirst sin, God saw that the earth
had becomeentirely corrupt and filled with violence, and
Hedecided to destroy Hiscreation. Hiswrath needsno
apology. Divinewrathisanecessary part of Hisholiness
because, without wrath, thereisno holiness. God'swrath
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by David Royer

isareminder of Hisrighteous punishment and ameasure
of Hishatred of sin.

It appears that God had some options after sin
entered theworld and resulted in the estrangement or a
gap caused by sin between God and humanity:

OPTIONA. Likeanindulgent grandmother/
grandfather, God could havejust overlooked sin and
continued giving humankind accessto Him, hoping for
thebest. After dl, Godisfull of loveandforgiveness. If
you lovesomeone, aren't you going to forgivethemeven
if they don’t deserveit. So,intheend, Godwill forgive
us, right? WRONG

OPTION B. Let all people pay their wages
for sin. Sincewearesinnersby nature, thereisnothing
to stop our spiritual death. Even doing good worksor
religiousthingscannot saveus. BUT WHERE ISTHE
LOVE? Remember, the Bible clarifiesthat one of the
characteristicsof God'snatureisthat Heislove. When
we are disobedient to God, we must endure the
redirecting discipline brought about by God'slovefor us
and repent of our independent nature. When we're
rebellious, we should expect punishment, and we should
not beangered or frustrated whenit arrives.

OPTION C. AsHisholy justice demanded

and His nature of love, God could allow the death of
another to subgtitutefor the payment of sinfor thesinner
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who wanted access to Him and met the conditions.
Eventudly, thiswas God'schoice. A SACRIFICE.

Asearly asCainand Abd, offeringswere being made
to bridgethisgap (Genesis4:3-5). And Job offered burnt
offeringson behalf of hischildrenif they needed to be
forgivenfor someunknowninfraction. (Job 1:5). Through
asystem of sacrifices, thelsraglitesreceived temporary
forgivenessof sin, but thelost rel ationship with God was
never fully restored.

No human isgood enough to earn God’s attention
andforgiveness. But whilehumankind wasinrebellion
againgt the Creator, Hewas crafting Hisown planto bring
us back into a relationship with Him — at His own

expense.
Enter Jesus, the Son of God.

Jesus said: “ For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
inhimshould not perish, but have everlasting life. For
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that theworld through himmight be saved.
He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he
that believeth not is condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God” (John 3:16-18).

Animal sacrifices stopped with Jesus Christ because
Hiscrucifixion becametheultimate sacrificia substitute
once for al time (Hebrews 9:28) and is now the only
mediator between God and humanity (1 Timothy 2:5)

Chrigt’ssacrificereplaced our pendty of Sn. Hisdeeth
at Calvary providesameansof completely changing a
sinner’srelationship with God. “ For asby oneman’s
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous’
(Romans5:19). Thisrighteousnessthat Paul isreferring
to, providesuswith that same closerée ationship that was
first started inthe Garden of Eden.

Paul declaresin Romans5:10, “ For if whenwewere

enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death
of His Son, much more having been reconciled, we
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shall be saved by Hislife.”

So, theanswer totheoriginal questions. How does
reconciliation apply to us? Reconciliationis the end of
the estrangement caused by origina sin between God and
us. Why? Throughthecrucifixion of Jesus, God provides
apath for reconciliation and forgivenessfrom sin so that
wecanlivealifeof faith and befree of the second death.
Paul put it thisway: “ For if when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God through the death of His
Son, much more having been reconciled, we shall be
saved by Hislife” (Romans5:10).

Therearemany subjects(likereconciliation) inthe
broader discussion of Salvation, and thisarticle only
touched on some. Other topicsworthy of further Bible
study and articlesincludejudgment, the gift of salvation,
animal and other sacrifices, theday of wrath, vengeance
vs. revenge, bread & manna, Passover, Noah and the
Flood, origina sin, typesof death, faith, creation, snand
Satan, cleansing blood, sanctification, redemption, the
forgivenessof sins, atonement and the L ord’s Supper.

Inclosing, | haveadded Pastor Bud Randd I’ sthoughts
andingpiration:

“Sin is what separated us from God. Without
reconciliation, wewould continueto be separated or lost
with no opportunity for eternal life. Jesus' shed blood
covered our sinsmakingthisall possible. | believethat
recognizing thisfact ismost important, and giving Jesus
the creditiscloseto top of thelist. God being thetop.
When God stated, " Thisis my beloved Sonin whom|
amwell pleased:, | think He expects usto believe the
same. Source: Brother Warren (Bud) Randall, April 2022.

Learning that God allowed or made possibleaway
for mankind to get back into His good graces
(reconciliation) isan amazing characteristic of God and
redlizing that Jesuscarried it out showsusthe outstanding
quality of theBeingswho created us.

God could haveleft usin our sinsand abandoned us,

but He didn’t. He provided away back. Thank you,
Father.”
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Covenant Commitment

By David Del.ong

Whenwegiveour livesto the Lord, we enter into a
covenant commitment rel ationship with Him and, second-
arily, with some other people. This was the case with
Abraham when thesmoking furnaceand theburning lamp
(God's part in the covenant) passed between the sacrifi-
cia animal parts (see Genesis15:9-21). Every timewe
partake of the Lord's Supper after we have been bap-
tized, we confim that covenant commitment. Weare pledg-
ing towalk inthe stepsof the L ord.

When approached by somewho would follow Him,
Jesuswas very frank. "And acertain scribe came, and
said unto him, Master, | will follow thee whithersoever
thou goest. And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have
holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
man hath not whereto lay hishead. And another of his
disciplessaid unto him, Lord, suffer mefirst to goand
bury my father. But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and
let thedead bury their dead" (Matthew 8:19-22).

Jesus was not being uncaring or rude to these indi-
viduals. Hewasbeing frank with them. If apersonisgo-
ing to follow Jesus, therewill beanumber of inconve-
niences for himor her. Jesuswas making that plain. If
even He had not aplaceto lay Hishead, then the same
condition may be ourswhen we decideto follow Jesus.
Or, if we let anything elsebefirstin our lives, eventothe
burying of our father, then wewill not bewillingtotruly
follow theLord.

It dl comesdown to commitment, or counting the cost.
Ask yoursdlf these questions: am | willing to follow the
Lordevenif Hetellsmeto give up my job, my home, my
possessions, and even my family to goto aplacetotally
foreignto meto witnessto new people?Am | willing to
follow Himif Heleadsmethrough great sufferingfor His
sake? Am | willing to follow Him even to the point of
receiving persecution, ridicule, or even death?If you are
not willing to do these things, then you arenot really will-
ingtofollow theLord. You are not willingto bein His
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covenant.

Commitment isaword that many, today, do not want
touseintheir vocabulary. Commitment to the Lord al-
wayscomesfirgt. Then, commitment to your family comes
second, including commitment to your wife/husband, and
children. Next, comes commitment to others, including
commitment to your bossand your work, commitment to
the Church, and commitment toyour extended family. After
| wasmarried, | learned the hard way that commitment to
my wife came before commitment to my parents. Some-
times, after work, | would stop into seemy parents be-
forel would go homeand see my wife. Thiscaused re-
sentment.

Each timeyou partake of the Lord's Supper, remem-
ber your covenant commitment to Him and others.

B

May the God of hope fill you

with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may aboumd in hope -
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 15.13
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BIBLE

TRIVIA

" Multiple choice, choose the best answer for each question”
Answers on page 13

1. The plant used in observance of the Passover was (fern; mustard; hyssop). Exodus 12:22

2. Matthew was called to be an apostle while he was (fishing; collecting taxes; praying in the Temple).
Matthew 9:9

3. When Jesus was taken to trial, Peter (warmed himself at a firein the hall; stayed with Jesus; stayed in
Gethsemane). Luke 22:55

4. (Saul; Ahasuerus, Hezekiah) was king when David slew the giant. | Samuel 17:32-58

5. Paul said he would not eat (bread; fish; meat) if it caused othersto be offended. I Corinthians 8:13
6. The priests carried the (law; ark; food) when the Jordan waters divided. Joshua 3:6

7. Solomon said that red wine stingeth like (an adder; a bee; a wasp). Proverbs 23:32

8. Thefirst man who had two wivesis (David; Abraham; Lamech). Genesis 4:19

9. Jesusread aloud in the synagogue of (Jerusalem; Nazareth; Jericho). Luke 4:16

10. A book in the Bible which does not mention God is (Esther; Jonah; Micah).

11. The Lord chose (Peter; Paul; John the Baptist) to bear His Name before the Gentiles. Acts 9:13-15,
17-18; Acts 13:9

12. Paul was struck (deaf; dumb; blind) on the way to Damascus. Acts 9:8-9

13. (Aaron; Eli; Solomon) was punished because he did not restrain hisvile sons. | Samuel 3:12-13
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"Blessed ishe that readeth, and they that hear the
wordsof thisprophecy, and keep thosethingswhich are
writtentherein: for thetimeisat hand" (Revelation 1:3).
Johnthe Baptist also preached, saying, "...Repent ye: for
thekingdom of heavenisat hand" (Matthew 3:2). Also
our Lord Jesus, when He had heard that John was cast
into prison: "From that time Jesus began to preach (the
same message), and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of
heavenisat hand" (Matthew 4:17). Thefirst book of
Johnasodeclaresunto us. "That whichwehave seenand
heard declarewe unto you, that ye also may havefellow-
shipwithus: and truly our fellowship iswith the Father,
and with his Son Jesus Chrit... Thisthen isthe message
which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that
Godislight,andinhimisno darknessat all. If wesay
that we havefellowshipwith him, and walk in darkness,
welie, and do not thetruth: But if wewalk inthelight, as
heisinthelight, wehavefelowship onewith another, and
theblood of Jesus Christ hisSon cleansethusfromall sin.
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
thetruthisnotinus. If weconfessour sins, heisfaithful
andjust toforgiveusour sins, andto cleanseusfromall
unrighteousness(l John 1:3, 5-9).

We must understand what the Scripturesaretell-
ing usabout thetime being at hand. Timebeing at hand
meansthat it isnow that mankind should seek their salva:
tion, NOW! for tomorrow may be TOO LATE. "Seek
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yethe LORD while hemay befound, call ye upon him
whileheisnear: Let thewicked forsake hisway, and the
unrighteous man histhoughts: and let him return unto the
LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our
God, for hewill aoundantly pardon... Thereforeif any man
bein Christ, heisanew creature: old thingsare passed
away; behold, al thingsarebecomenew. Andall things
are of God, who hath reconciled usto himself by Jesus
Chrigt, and hath givento ustheministry of reconciliation;
Towit, that God wasin Chrig, reconciling theworld unto
himself, not imputing their trespassesunto them; and hath
committed unto ustheword of reconciliation” (Isaiah55:
6-7; 11 Corinthians5:17-19).

"Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only
for wrath, but dso for conscience sake. For for thiscause
pay yetributea so: for they are God'sministers, attending
continually uponthisvery thing. Render thereforetoal
their dues: tributetowhom tributeisdue; cussomtowhom
custom; fear towhom fear; honour towhom honour. Owe
no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that
loveth another hath fulfilled thelaw. For this, Thou shat
not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not
steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not
covet; andif therebeany other commandment, itisbriefly
comprehended inthissaying, namely, Thou shalt lovethy
neighbour asthysdf. Loveworkethnoill to hisneighbour:
thereforeloveisthefulfilling of thelaw. Andthat, know-
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ingthetime, that now itishightimeto awakeout of deep:
for now isour salvation nearer than when we believed.
Thenight isfar spent, theday isat hand: let ustherefore
cast off theworksof darkness, and | et usput onthearmour
of light. Let uswalk honestly, asintheday; notinrioting
and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not
indrifeand envying. But put yeonthelL ord JesusChrig,
and make not provision for theflesh, to fulfil thelusts
thereof” (Romans13: 5-14).

"Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God did beseechyou by us: wepray youin Chrigt's
stead, beyereconciled to God. For hehath madehimto
besinfor us, who knew no sin; that we might be madethe
righteousness of God in him. Wethen, asworkersto-
gether with him, beseech you a so that yereceive not the
graceof Godinvain. (For hesaith, | haveheardtheeina
timeaccepted, andintheday of sdvation havel succoured
thee: behold, now isthe accepted time; behold, now is
theday of salvation.)" (I1 Corinthians5:20-21; 6:1-2).

Jesusiscomingin Hissecond advent; meaning He
will beventuring upon earth for asecond time. Note: In
thistime He is not coming as a savior again, but asa
wrathful judge: whereby Hewill judgeal mankind and
givethemtheir variousrewardsaccordingly. "Behold, |
comequickly: blessed ishethat keepeth the sayings of
the prophecy of thisbook...I am Alphaand Omega, the
beginning and theend, thefirst and thelast...And, behold,
| comequickly; and my reward iswith me, to giveevery
man according ashiswork shdl be...Hethat isunjust, let
him beunjust till: and hewhichisfilthy, let him befilthy
ill: and hethat isrighteous, let him berighteoustill: and
hethat isholy, let him beholy till...Blessed arethey that
do hiscommandments, that they may haveright to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gatesinto the
city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and
whoremongers, and murderers, and idol aters, and who-
soever lovethand makethali€' (Reveation22:7, 13,12,
11, 14-15).

We must understand that we must "Be sober, be
vigilant; becauseyour adversary thedevil, asaroaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom hemay devour: Whom
resist stedfast in thefaith, knowing that the same afflic-
tionsare accomplished inyour brethren that areinthe
world. But theGod of al grace, who hath called usunto
hiseterna glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suf-
fered awhile, makeyou perfect, stablish, srengthen, settle

PAGE EIGHT

you. To him beglory and dominionfor ever and ever.
Amen...Humbleyourselvestherefore under the mighty
hand of God, that hemay exalt youin duetime...for God
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the
humble...Cagting al your care upon him; for hecareth for
you. (I Peter 5:8-11, 6, 5last part, 7).

Aswelive day by day and look around us, we
can clearly seetheworksof thedevil being manifested as
[1 Timothy 3:1-5declares. "Thisknow dso, that inthelast
days(whichisherealready) periloustimesshall come.
For men shall beloversof their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection,
trucebreakers, fal seaccusers, incontinent, fierce, despis-
ersof thosethat are good, Traitors, heady, highminded,
loversof pleasuresmorethan loversof God; Having a
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof..." This
isthereason why wedo haveto, " Put onthewholearmour
of God, that ye may be ableto stand against the wiles of
thedevil. For wewrestlenot against flesh and blood, but
againg principalities, against powers, against therulersof
thedarknessof thisworld, against spiritual wickednessin
high places. Whereforetake unto you thewholearmour
of God, that ye may be abletowithstand intheevil day,
and having doneall, to stand. Stand therefore, having
your loinsgirt about with truth, and having on the breast-
plate of righteousness, And your feet shod withthe prepa:
ration of thegospel of peace; Aboveadl, takingtheshield
of faith, wherewith ye shal beableto quench dl thefiery
dartsof thewicked. And takethe helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which istheword of God:
Prayingdwayswithdl prayer and supplicationinthe Spirit,
and watching thereuntowith al perseveranceand suppli-
cationfor all saints' (Ephesians6:11-18).

Becausewemust understand that thedevil issultil,
and as he had deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden,
whereby hejust put in onelittleword, whichisNOT, as
hetold Eve, "Yeshal not surely die.” "Now the serpent
wasmore subtil (or more cunning) than any beast of the
field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto
thewoman, Yea, hath God said, Yeshall not eat of every
tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the ser-
pent, We may eat of thefruit of thetreesof the garden:
But of thefruit of the tree whichisin the midst of the
garden, God hath said, Yeshall not eat of it, neither shall
yetouchit, lest yedi€" (meaning aspiritual death.) But
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thecunning and craftinessof thedevil wasjust jed ousy of
Almighty God, and he wanted mankind to follow him,
because he does not want to go into hell firealone; he
wants company, but mankind isso foolish, they are ac-
cepting wrong teachingswhich the devil had instigated
and instilled in mankind from the beginning. "Andthe
serpent said unto thewoman, Yeshal not surely die: For
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your
eyesshall be opened, and ye shall be asgods, knowing
goodand evil" (Genesis3:1-5).

And so the woman wanted to know good and
evil: "And when the woman saw that the treewasgood
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and atree
to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and gave a so unto her husband with
her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they
sewed fig leavestogether, and made themsel ves gprons”
(Genesis 3:6-7). Wecan also bedeceived if wearenot
careful. "Andnomarvd; for Satan himsdlf istransformed
intoanangd of light...For such arefal se apostles, deceit-
ful workers, transforming themsel vesinto the apostles of
Chrid...Thereforeitisnogreat thing if hisministersalso
betransformed asthe ministersof righteousness; whose
end shall be according to their works" (11 Corinthians
11:14, 13, 15).

But although mankind knows good and evil today,
they would most of thetimeschooseevil rather than good
or obey thedevil rather than Almighty God. Let ussee
what Jesus declared about that: " And thisisthe condem-
nation, that light iscomeinto theworld, and men|oved
darknessrather than light, becausetheir deedswereevil.
For every onethat doeth evil hateththelight, neither cometh
to thelight, lest his deeds should be reproved” (John
3:19-20).

Astime goes by, we can see that mankind does
not love themselves, becausethey aredoing al kinds of
abuse unto themselves, for example, drugs, alcohol,
piercings, tatoos, killing each other, killing themsdlves etc.
But when you look at some animals, they are so caring
and look out for each other. | had apersonal experience
when | wasrearing sheep, whereby onefell into aditch,
and some of the othersstood by looking on, asif to help,
others made noise, asto get attention. So | got up and
went to seewhat wasthe commotion, and to my surprise,
oneof the sheep wasactually drowning before my eyes.
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Atfirst | panicked, then| prayed. | then just held onto
the sheep, making sure its head was being kept up. |
shouted for help, becauseit wastoo heavy for metolift it
out. Itwasagonizingtokeepitshead up, but | did by the
help of theAlmighty until helpfinaly came. If animalscan
show forth such love and carefor each other, why can't
some of mankind do such things? But, NO! Some of
themwill leaveyoutodie, whilesomewill pushyoumore
to be drowned. If you get someoneto help you these
days, ALL THANKS AND PRAISES UNTO AL-
MIGHTY GOD. "The ox knoweth hisowner, and the
asshismaster'scrib: but Isragl doth not know, my people
doth not consider. Ah sinful nation, apeopleladenwith
iniquity, aseed of evildoers, childrenthat are corrupters:
they haveforsakenthe LORD, they have provoked the
Holy One of Isragl unto anger, they are gone away
backward...For scarcely for arighteousmanwill onedie:
yet peradventurefor agood man somewould even dare
todie. But God commendeth hislovetoward us, inthat,
whilewewereyet sinners, Christ died for us" (Isaiah
1:3-4; Romans5:7-8).

Aswedo haveto bevigilant and receptive unto
Almighty God, wewould know that somethingsareen-
mity withHim. "Yelust, and havenot: yekill, and desire
to have, and cannot obtain: yefight and war, yet ye have
not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, be-
causeye ask amiss, that ye may consumeit upon your
lusts. Yeadulterersand adulteresses, know ye not that
thefriendship of theworld isenmity with God?whoso-
ever thereforewill beafriend of theworldistheenemy of
God...Wherefore he saith, God resi steth the proud, but
giveth graceunto the humble...Draw nighto God, and he
will draw nighto you. Cleanseyour hands, yesinners;
and purify your hearts (or minds), yedoubleminded. Be
afflicted, and mourn, and weep: et your laughter beturned
to mourning, and your joy to heaviness...Submit your-
selvesthereforeto God. Resist thedevil, and hewill flee
fromyou...Humbleyourselvesinthesight of the L ord,
and heshdl liftyouup" (James4:2-4, 6last part, 8-9, 7,
10).

When Almighty God made Adam and Eve and
put theminthegardenof Eden, Hegavethemall manner
of fruitsfor food; Heonly kept back from them thetree of
the knowledge of good and evil. Hekept them without
knowledge aswe havetoday becausethey did not know
that they were both naked, desiring themtolivediffer-
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ently, meaning loving and caring and to treat one another
with repect. Canyoufathomlivinginagardenwell deco-
rated withal manner of fruits, and even you don't haveto
work hard andto bein all thedaily hassle and stress of
today, whereby you havetofind al thefinancesfor al the
billsand the different things, etc.? But mankind isnot
content with that; and sinceknowledgeisontheincrease,
mankindisonly running to and froand doing al kinds of
thingstotheir own detriment. "...many shall runto and
fro, and knowledgeshd| beincreased...And many of them
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, someto
everlasting life, and someto shameand everlasting con-
tempt" (Danid 12:4 |ast part, 2).

When God made these two people, He put them
inthe gardento keep it; they did not even haveto water
plants. Almighty God had designed amist for that pur-
pose. "...and therewasnot amantotill theground. But
therewent up amist fromthe earth, and watered thewhole
faceof theground.” Yet still mankind wanted knowledge:
soinstead of eating from thetreeswhich Hecommanded
themto eat, they followed thedevil and ate of thetree of
knowledge of good and evil; thustheir eyeswere opened.
But weall know that mankind alwayswantsto venture
wherethey do not belong, asthewiseman declared: "Lo,
thisonly havel found, that God hath made man upright;
but they have sought out many inventions' (Genesis2:5
last part, 6; Ecclesiastes 7:29).

Asmankind seeksout their inventions, they are
making al kindsof weaponsto destroy each other, which
ought not to be. "Ye have heard that it hath been said,
Thou shdt lovethy neighbour, and hatethineenemy. But
| say unto you, Loveyour enemies, blessthem that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully useyou, and persecuteyou (Matthew
5:43-44)...L et love bewithout dissmulation. Abhor that
whichisevil; cleaveto that whichisgood. Bekindly
affectioned oneto another with brotherly love; in honour
preferring oneancther; Not dothful inbusiness; ferventin
Sirit; serving theL ord; Regoicinginhope; patientintribu-
lation; continuing instant in prayer; Digtributingtothene-
cessity of saints; given to hospitality. Blessthemwhich
persecuteyou: bless, and curse not. Regjoicewith them
that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. Beof the
samemind onetoward another. Mind not high things, but
condescend to men of low estate. Be not wisein your
own conceits. Recompenseto no man evil for evil. Pro-
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videthingshonestinthesight of al men. If itbepossible,
asmuchasliethinyou, livepeacegbly withdl men. Dearly
beloved, avengenot yoursalves, but rather give placeunto
wrath: for itiswritten, Vengeanceismine; | will repay,
saththelLord.” Thereforeif thineenemy hunger, feed him;
if hethirst, givehimdrink: for inso doing thou shalt heap
coalsof fireon hishead. Benot overcome of evil, but
overcomeevil with good" (Romans 12:9-21). We see
here the Scriptures declared that vengeance bel ongeth
untoAlmighty God, soweshould not fret ourselves. "Fret
not thyself because of evildoers, neither bethou envious
against theworkersof iniquity. For they shall soon be cut
down likethegrass, and wither asthe green herb. Trust
in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell inthe
land, and verily thou shalt befed. Ddlight thyself alsoin
theLORD; and heshdl givetheethedesresof thineheart.
Commit thy way untothe LORD; trust dsoin him; and he
shall bringit to pass. And heshall bring forth thy righ-
teousnessasthelight, and thy judgment asthe noonday.
Rest inthe LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not
thyself because of him who prosperethin hisway, be-
cause of the man who bringeth wicked devicesto pass.
Ceasefrom anger, and forsakewrath: fret not thyself in
any wisetodo evil. For evildoersshall be cut off: but
thosethat wait uponthe LORD, they shall inherit theearth.
For yet alittlewhile, and the wicked shall not be: yea,
thou shalt diligently consider hisplace, andit shall not be.
But themeek shal inherit theearth; and shal ddlight them-
selvesintheabundance of peace...Mark the perfect man,
and behold the upright: for theend of that manispeace...
Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore”
Psalm 37:1-11, 37, 27).

We saw that Almighty God designed mankind to
liveintotal subjectionunto Him, whereby lifecould have
been so different. Can you fathom alife not working
hard, worshipping and obeying Almighty God'severy com-
mand? But mankind isso stiff-necked, they want to listen
tothe devil and do hiscommands, but they don't under-
stand, itisto their own detriment. Because, Since man-
kind is knowledgeable of good and evil, their choices
should havebeen good at al times, but most of theworld's
populationischoosing evil and wickedness. Butweshould
not be deceived; because, "...God is not mocked: for
whatsoever aman soweth, that shall heaso reap. For he
that soweth to hisflesh shall of theflesh reap corruption;
but hethat soweth to the Spirit shal of the Spirit reaplife
everlagting” (Galatians6:7-8). Amen.
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OLD SEDUCING SPIRITS WORKING IN THE WORLD TODAY

By Moises TorresM.

"NOW THE Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils' (I Timothy 4:1).

Seducing spiritsthat wereaready workingintheOld
Testament times are getting the minds of many peoplein
theworld today. L et usmention some of them:

1. Thespirit of Sodom and Gomorrah. Thesame
old spirit of leshianismand homosexuality that provoked
thedestruction of thesecitiesinthepast isstill workingin
themindsof agreat number of peopleintheworld today.
Probably thereisnot asinglecity intheworld wherewe
do not find these kinds of persons. Remember that the
Lord destroyed thesecitieswithfire: "Andthat thewhole
land thereof isbrimstone, and salt, and burning, that itis
not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein,
like the overthrow of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah,
and Zeboim, which the LORD overthrew in hisanger,
andinhiswrath" (Deuteronomy 29:23). Brimstoneand
sat aredestruction and malediction.

Today, new laws have been conceived in the cor-
rupted mindsof mentolegdizeforbidden union of couples
of the same gender and permitting them to adopt chil-
dren. Thissex seducing spiritisasstrong as cocainethat
onceapersonfallsunder itsinfluenceit isnot easy to get
rid of it. Theinfluenceof thisseducing spirit will become
stronger in thelast days. The Lord Jesus mentionsthe
influence of the spirit working inthe daysprior to His
coming: "Likewiseasoasit wasinthedaysof Lot; they
did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted,
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they builded; But thesameday that L ot went out of Sodom
it rained fireand brimstone from heaven, and destroyed
themadl. Eventhusshall it bein the day when the Son of
manisreveaed" (Luke17:28-30).

2. Thespirit of Edom. Edomwasthenamegivento
Esau after hesold hisbirthright to hisbrother Jacob. Edom
means"red or scarlet” asthered pottage that hereceived
inexchangefor hisbirthright and asthe blood that heand
his descendants shed from other people. Esau became
theworst enemy of I srael and persecuted himfor along
time. Hewent againgt hisbrother andevenjoinedtolsrad's
enemiesto destroy him. Esau'sdescendantswerecalled
Edomitesor |dumeansfrom where Herod and hissangui-
nary family came. Honoring the meaning of hisancestor
Edom, (scarlet, thecolor of blood), Herod ordered tokill
thebabiesof Isragl in hisattempt to kill the baby Jesus,
the Son of God.

A spirit of indifferenceand carel essnessfor thebless-
ingsof God worked in Esau, and he despised hisbirth-
right. Hea so had aspirit of materialism, and of asangui-
nary violence.

Thissame spirit of Edomisworkingin humankind
today! Minds of men areimmersed in materialism and
violence. A great indifferencetoward God isalso seen
everywhere. TheProphet |saiah mentionsthenationsgath-
eredin Armageddon as Edom becauseit isthe samespirit
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of Edomwhichwill causethem meet their destiny before
theLord Jesuscomesat thewarring phase of Hissecond
coming.

In chapter 63, the prophet describesapicture of the
L ord Jesus coming from Edom, from Bozrah, in ared
appard and like himthat treadeth in awinepress.

“Whoisthisthat cometh from Edom, with dyed
garmentsfrom Bozrah?thisthat isgloriousin hisappard,
travellinginthegreatnessof hisstrength?l THAT SPEAK
IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, MIGHTY TO SAVE. Where-
foreart thou red in thine apparel, and thy garmentslike
him that treadeth in the winefat? | have trodden the
winepressalone; and of the peopletherewasnonewith
me: for | will tread them in mineanger, and trample
them inmy fury; andtheir blood shal be sprinkled upon
my garments, and | will stainall my raiment. For theday
of vengeance isin mine heart, and the year of my re-
deemediscome” (Isaiah 63:1-4. Compareto Revelation
14:18-20 and 19:11-21).

Itisredly amazing how these propheciesof theBible
describe exactly the spiritual conditions of theworld to-
day. TheLord Jesuswill destroy inArmageddon dl people
whowereindifferent and carelessto the blessingsof His
Father. Yes, thespirit of Edomisgtill workingintheworld
today!

3. Thespirit of Balaam and Jezebel. "But | havea
few thingsagaingt thee, becausethou hast therethem that
hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balacto cast a
stumblingblock beforethe children of Isragl, to eat things
sacrificed untoidols, and to commit fornication....oecause
thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth hersdlf a
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servantsto com-
mitfornication, andto eat thingssacrificed untoidols’ (Rev-
elation 2:14, 20).

Thisold spirit of Balaam and Jezebel isaso activein
our day. Eating things sacrificed to idolsand fornication
aretwo of themarkswhichidentify this seducing spirit.
Thesemessagesto the churchesin Pergamosand Thyatira
were given to prevent them from forni cation. We know
that Balaam and Jezebd lived many centuriesbeforethese
churcheswere established inAsia, but their same seduc-
ing spirit wasa ready perturbing the churchesof Godin
thefirst century A.D.

The admonition of the Lord Jesusto these churches
inAsawasto prevent them from the spirit of fornication.
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Different thoughts and beliefshad arisen inthose days
and fa seteachingshad comeinto the church such asthe
teaching of Balaam, Jezebel, and the Nicolaitans, which
thingsthe Lord hated (Revelation 2:15).

Today, theworldisdrunk on spiritud fornication. Men
areworshippingidols, doctrines, and teachingsthat God
never taught. The number of idolsintheworld iscount-
less, because man himsalf hasbecomeanidol of himsdf!
New doctrines, as"transcendental meditation™ which
teachesthat man isableto program hismindtoforgive
himself and get free from any guilty conscience, have
caused peopleto believethat they do not need theinter-
cession of aSaviour. They say that God iseverything,
that everythingisGod. Thefina aim of the seducing spir-
itsisto makeman to forget the existence of theone True
God.

Today, maniseating of thingssacrificed toidolsev-
eryday. Most peopleinbig citieshavetheir agendafull of
datesto cel ebratethe sacrificeto different idols. Apostle
Paul said: "But | say, that the thingswhich the Gentiles
sacrifice, they sacrificeto devils, and not to God: and |
would not that ye should havefellowship with devils' (I
Corinthians 10:20).

4. The spirit of Noah's day. What kind of spirit
wasworkinginthedaysof Noah? Therecordin thebook
of Genesistdlsusthat theearth wasfilled with maliceand
violence. "And God saw that thewickedness of manwas
greet intheearth, and that every imagination of thethoughts
of hisheart wasonly evil continualy... Theearthasowas
corrupt before God, and the earth wasfilled with vio-
lence. And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it
wascorrupt; for al flesh had corrupted hisway uponthe
earth” (Genesis6:5, 11-12).

Arenot thesethe same conditionswhich prevail on
earthtoday?Yes, that same old spirit isworking on earth
today. Nationsand governmentsarefilled with violence
and corruption. Wars, terrorism, kidnapping, drugs, and
eroticismisall the newsthat showseveryday. Theearth
itself iscorrupted or polluted and so aretherivers, lakes,
oceans, and the atmosphere, "for al flesh had corrupted
hisway upontheearth.”

Themarksof thisseducing spirit arecorruption, vio-
lence, and wilderness, and thewholeearthisfilled with
these markstoday asit wasin the days of Noah. The
L ord Jesus prophesied about these conditions:

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




"But asthedays of Noewere, so shall also thecom-
ing of the Son of man be. For asin the daysthat were
beforetheflood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and givinginmarriage, until theday that Noeentered into
the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took
themall away; so shdl also the coming of the Son of man
be" (Matthew 24:37-39).

TheLord destroyed al fleshin thetime of Noah be-
causethisseducing spirit caused al mento becomewicked
and corrupt. Soitisinour days, the Lord Jesusiscoming
soonwith agreat wrath to destroy all corrupted flesh.

Dear readers, the prophecies of the Word of God
arein processtoday. The same seducing spiritsand doc-
trinesof devilswhich contaminated maninthe past are
workinginour very days. Thisonly provesthat theWord
of Godistrueand the Lord Jesusiscoming soonto give
therewardto al men according to their works. Let usbe
aware of these seducing spirits, so that we aschildren of
God donot fal under their influence.

BIBLE

TRIVIA

Trivia questions on page 6

1. hyssop

2. collecting taxes
3. warmed himself at afirein the hall
4, Saul

5. meat

6. ark

7. an adder

8. Lamech

9. Nazareth

10. Esther

11. Paul

12. blind

13. Eli
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BIBLE;

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS

Takenfrom TheHomelnstructor Part | - If you'dlike
toreceiveahard copy of thisbook, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part 16- THE SPIRITUAL BLINDING
OF ISRAEL

Question: What separated | srael from God?
Answer: "But your iniquities have separated between
you and your God, and your sinshave hid hisfacefrom
you, that hewill not hear” (Isaiah 59:2).

Question: Did God bringtheblindnesson | srael?
Answer: "(According asitiswritten, God hath given
them the spirit of dumber, eyesthat they should not see,

and earsthat they should not hear;) unto thisday" (Ro-
mans11:8).
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Question: In thiscondition can they see, hear, or
under stand?

Answer: "Makethe heart of hispeoplefat, and make
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they seewith
thelr eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with
their heart, and convert, and be healed" (Isaiah 6:10).

Question: To what istheir reaching for salvation
compared?

Answer: "Thereforeisjudgment far fromus, neither doth
justice overtake us. wewait for light, but behold obscu-
rity; for brightness, but wewalk in darkness. We grope
for thewall liketheblind, and we grope asif we had no
eyes. westumbleat noonday asinthenight; wearein
desol ate places asdead men. Weroar all likebears, and
mourn sorelikedoves. welook for judgment, but thereis
none; for salvation, butitisfar off fromus’ (Isaiah 59:9-
11).

Question: How longwill thespiritual blindnesslast?

Answer: "For | would not, brethren, that ye should be
ignorant of thismystery, lest ye should bewiseinyour
own conceits; that blindnessin partishappenedtolsradl,
until the fulness of the Gentilesbe comein” (Romans
11:25).

Note: Gentiletimeswill endat Christ'scomingandtime
will lgpseinto themillennium. Then blindnesswill belifted
from Israel. The opportunity for salvation will returnto
them.

Question: What will | sradl say when that day comes?

Answer: "Andit shall besaidinthat day, Lo, thisisour
God; we havewaited for him...wewill beglad and re-
joiceinhissavation” (Isaiah 25:9).

Question: Will themessage of Jesusgotoany other
peopleduringthetimeof | sradl’'sblindness?

Answer: "For | speak toyou Gentiles, inasmuchasl am
the apostle of the Gentiles. | magnify mineoffice: If by
any means| may provoketo emulationthemwhichare
my flesh, and might save someof them. For if the casting
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away of them bethereconciling of theworld, what shall
thereceiving of thembe, but lifefromthe dead?For if the
firstfruit be holy, thelumpisasoholy: andif theroot be
holy, so arethe branches. And if someof thebranchesbe
broken off, and thou, beingawild olivetree, wert graffed
inamong them, and with them partakest of theroot and
fatnessof theolivetree; Boast not against the branches.
But if thou boast, thou bearest not theroot, but the root
thee. Thou wilt say then, The brancheswere broken off,
that | might be graffed in. Well; because of unbelief they
were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not high-
minded, but fear" (Romans 11:13-20).

Question: Could Paul seetheblindnesscoming on
Israel in hisday?

Answer: "And somebdieved thethingswhichwerespo-
ken, and some believed not. And when they agreed not
among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spo-
ken oneword, Well spakethe Holy Ghost by Esaiasthe
prophet unto our fathers, Saying, Go unto this people,
and say, Hearing ye shal hear, and shall not understand;
and seeing yeshall see, and not percelve: For theheart of
thispeopleiswaxed gross, and their earsaredul | of hear-
ing, and their eyeshavethey closed; lest they should see
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand
with their heart, and should be converted, and | should
heal them. Beit known thereforeunto you, that the salva:
tion of God issent unto the Gentiles, and that they will
hear it" (Acts28:24-28).

NOTE: Theblindnessof Israel isuponthemat thistime.
Themessage of salvationisbeing sent to the Gentiles
now. Salvation will again be opened to Isarel during the
millennium. Seethestudy of "Isradl intheMillennium”.

Question: Did any of Israel receive salvation be-
foreblindnessfell upon them?

Answer: "What then?lsradl hath not obtained that which
he seeketh for; but the d ection hath obtained it, and the
rest wereblinded" (Romans11:7).

NOTE: Theéel ection mentioned hereisthe 144,000 of

Revdation 14:1-4. They werethefirst to accept salvation
through faith and grace, but therest were blinded.
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the

of the

SABBATH

By Jerry Womble

InIsaiah chapter 56, verses 1-7, wefind wherethe

Sabbath day was meant to be kept by othersthan just the
|sradlites. Herethe sonsof thestranger (the Gentiles) were
blessed by keeping the Sabbath and entering into God's
covenant. However, in Daniel 7:24-25, welearn of an
evil power who would work against the Lord. Herewe
read: "And heshall speak great words against the most
High, and shal wear out the saintsof themost High, and
think to changetimesand laws. and they shall begiven
into hishand until atime and timesand thedividing of
time." The Church of God (seventh day) hastraditionally
taught that thisevil power isthe Catholic Church who
changed the Sabbath to Sunday for religious purposes.

God's Sabbath rest of Genesischapter 2, verses 1-3
hasnever changed. Onetext inthe New Testament which
provesthisisHebrew 4:1-11. This passage of Scripture
provesconclusively that God did not changethe Sabbath
but that the Sabbath of the New Testament isthe same
onethat Hemade at Crestion.

Inthewritingsof CorpusJurisCivilisC.O.D. (which
isabook of Civil Roman Law), from Library #3, Title
#12.#3of March 7,321 A.D.welearn, "Let dl thejudges
and towns people and occupation of al tradesrest onthe
venerableday of the sun; but let them who aresituated in
thecountry, freely and at full liberty attend tothebusiness
of agriculture, becauseit often happensthat no other day
issofit for sowing cornand planting vines, lest thecritica
moment being et dip, men should losethe commodities
granted by heaven.”
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TheCatholic Church at Laodiceain 364A.D. accepted
the changeto Sunday. In the history of councilsof the
church, fromthe original documents by Rich Reverend
CharlesJoseph Hefdl, D.D., Bishop of Rottenburg, Book
6, Sec. 43, canon 29 (Vo. 2) page 316, weread: " Sab-
bath, change of, action of Council of Laodicea. Chris-
tiansshall not Judaize and beidle on Sabbath but shall
work onthat day; but the Lord'sDay they shdl especially
honor, and, asbeing Christiansshall, if possible, dono
work onthat day, if, however, they arefound Judaizing
they shal beshut out from Chrigt.”

From the Catholics Catechism: Plain Talk about the
Protestantism of To-Day--by Mgr. Segur, pp. 213 we
find: "It wasthe Catholic Churchwhich, by the authority
of Jesus Christ hastransferred thisrest to the Sunday in
remembrance of the resurrection of our Lord. Thusthe
observance of Sunday by the protestantsisan homage
they pay, in spite of themselves, to the authority of the
Catholic Church."

We have this statement by Martin Luther, from his
Augsburg Confession, Article 28: "They (the Catholics)
allegethe Sabbath changed into Sunday, the Lord's Day,
contrary to the decalogue, asit appears, neither isthere
any example more boasted of than the changing of the
Sabbath day. Great say they, isthe power and authority
of thechurch, sinceit dispensed with one of theTen Com-
mandments”

Alexander Campbell, the founder of the Christian
Church (the Church of Christisabranch of the Christian
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Church), intheWashington, PennsylvaniaReporter of Oct.
8, 1821 wrote: "I do not believethat theLord'sDay came
in the room of the Jewish Sabbath or that the Sabbath
was changed from the seventh to thefirst day for this
plain reason that where thereisno testimony, there can
benofaith. Now thereisnotestimony for all theoracles
of heaven that the Sabbath was changed or that the Lord's
Day cameintheroom of it. Thereisno divinetestimony
that the Sabbath was changed or that the Lord'sDay came
intheroom of it; Therefore, there can beno divinefaith
that the Sabbath was changed or that the Lord'sDay came
intheroom of it."

Dr. Edward T. Hiscox, (author) of the Baptist Manud,
read in apaper beforeaNew Year'sMinistries confer-
ence, whichwasheld on November 13, 1893. ThisisDr.
Hiscox'ssolemn question and declaration: " Therewasand
isacommandment to keep holy the Sabbath day but that
Sabbath day was not Sunday, it was he said however,
and with some show of triumph that the Sabbath was
transferred from the seventh to thefirst day of theweek
withal itsduties, privilegesand sanctions. Earnestly de-
ceiving information on thissubject, which | have studied
for many years, | ask, where can the record of such a
transaction befound? Not in the New Testament, abso-
lutely not. Thereisno scriptural evidenceof the change of
the Sabbath ingtitution from the seventh tothefirst day of
theweek. Of course, | quitewell know that Sunday did
comeinto usein early Christian history asareligiousday
aswelearn from the Christian fathersand other sources.
But what apity that it comes branded with the mark of
paganism and christened with the name of the sun god,
when adopted and sanctioned by the papal apostasy and
bequeathed asasacred legacy to Protestantism!”

And for additional reference
The Change of the Sabbath Tract
available to read on the church website
www.churchofgod-7thday.org

or hard copies of thistract available
for distribution by calling
the Publishing House
1-304-782-1411
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Keysof the Kingdom

By David Del.ong

When Jesus asked Hisdisciplesthequestion, “...But
whom say yethat | an?’ (Matthew 16:15), adialogue
took place between Simon Peter and the Master. “ And
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Chrigt, the
Son of theliving God. And Jesusanswered and said unto
him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father whichisin
heaven. And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
uponthisrock I will build my church; andthegatesof hell
shall not prevail againstit. And | will giveunto theethe
keysof thekingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shat
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
(Matthew 16:16-19)

What are the keys of the kingdom of heaven which
Jesus gaveto the Apostle Peter and, by implication, to
other disciples? Keys, weknow, aredeviceswhich close
or openalocking mechanismandthus, inaspiritua sense,
“bind” or “loose” aperson or Situation. Beforewelook at
these spiritua keys, however, let usconsider someof the
oneswhich our Lord Jesushas.

For instance, we read in Revelation 1:18, “I am he
that liveth, and wasdead; and, behold, | anaivefor ev-
ermore, Amen; and havethekeysof hell and of death.” In
thistext, theword“hell” isfrom the Greek word “ hades’
and refersto the grave. We are assured in the Scriptures
that Jesuswill open (loose) the graves of the dead and
will bring them forthinthefirst and second resurrections
(see John 5:25-29).

In another case, the Apostle John, in writing to the
churchin Philadel phia, penned thesewordsof theLord
Jesus: “Andtotheangd of thechurchin Philadd phiawrite;
Thesethingssaith hethat isholy, hethat istrue, hethat
hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man
shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth” (Reveation
3:7).

Thisverse seemsto bethefulfillment of Isaiah 22:22,
“Andthekey of thehouse of David will I lay upon his
shoulder; so heshall open, and none shall shut; and he
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shall shut, and noneshall open.” Thisrefersto Eliakim,
who replaced the unfaithful “treasurer” Shebnawho was
“over thehouse” (see22: 15-25). Eliakim, then, appar-
ently becamethechief minister of king Hezekiah, having
theroya authority that went with the position. Thiswould
likely involvethe promoting and demoting of Jews, living
inJerusalem and Judah, in various positionsof service.

Itisbelieved, therefore, that thisversein I saiah makes
Eliakim atype of Christ, Who hasthe*key of David”.
Christ dso opensand shutsinroya authority, and noman
can undo what He accomplishes. This“key of David”
may also have referenceto King David, whoisalso a
typeof Christ. InPsailm89weread: “| havefound David
my servant; with my holy oil havel anointed him: With
whom my hand shall be established: minearm also shall
srengthen him...But my faithfulnessand my mercy shall
be with him: and in my name shall his horn be
exated...Also | will makehim my firstborn, higher than
thekingsof theearth...My covenant will | not break, nor
alter thething that isgone out of my lips. Once havel
sworn by my holinessthat | will not lieunto David. His
seed shall endurefor ever, and histhrone asthe sun be-
foreme” (verses20-21,24,27,34-36).

There seems to be a difference of authority here.
Whereas Eliakim had the* key of the house of David” (a
possiblereferenceto the Jewsonly), Christ hasthe®key
of David” and al the covenant promisesthat weregiven
to David aswell. Thisinvolvesan eternal throne, with
Christ being made“ higher than the kings of the earth.”
Therefore, Christ hasthe authority over the kingdom of
heaven, to give thekeysunto Hisfollowers, so that they
can bind and loose on earth and in heaven. Now then,
what do these keysinclude?

One specific key that Jesus, Himself, spoke of was
the“key of knowledge’. Weread of thisin Luke 11: 52,
“Woeunto you, lawyers for yehhavetaken away thekey
of knowledge: yeentered not in yoursel ves, and them that
wereenteringinyehindered.” Thiskey of knowledge, of
course, istheWord of God. These supposed teachers of
God weretwisting the Scriptures so that they did not en-
ter into Hiskingdom, nor werethey teaching othershow
toenter intoit. Thus, they “hindered” those who were
trying to enter in. Disciplesof Jesus have an avesome
responsibility to usethiskey of knowledgeto enlighten
themselves, and others, in how to enter God’skingdom.

Infact, Jesus said that Heisthe door through which
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the sheep enter into the sheepfold (see John 10:1,7,9).
By entering the door of the sheepfold, the sheep enter
into God' skingdom now, inaspiritua sense, and later, in
aphysical sense. As disciples show others this door
(Jesus), they areusing thekey of knowledgeto help people
enter into God’ skingdom.

Believersgo through Christ the door, and Christ goes
through the believer’sdoor (accessto the heart and will.)
Each person, by faith, must unlock his or her door to
receive Christ. Jesussaid, “ Behold, | stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open thedoor,
I will comeintohim, andwill supwith him, and hewith
me’ (Revelation 3:20).

Many timesthe Lord, Himself, isthe key by which
doorsare unlocked. For instance, Paul wroteabout doors
of opportunity in preaching the gospel. Weread in ||
Corinthians2:12,13, * Furthermore, when | cameto Troas
to preach Christ’sgospel, and adoor was opened unto
meof theLord, | had norestin my spirit, becausel found
not Titusmy brother: but taking my leave of them, | went
fromthenceinto Macedonia.” Again, weread about Paul
inl Corinthians16:8,9, “But | will tarry at Ephesusuntil
Pentecost. For agreat door and effectua isopened unto
me, and therearemany adversaries’ (seea so Colossians
4:3).

Other doors which need to be opened or closed by
theLord are: “thedoor of my lips” (Psalm 141:3); “the
door of faith” (Acts 14:27); and the doorsfor wisdom
and understanding to enter through (Proverbs 8:1-4).

We have been discussing various doorsthat keys of
the kingdom of heaven can open or close. But thereare
other locks which these keys can do the same for. We
might call these* chainsof circumstance” which canbe
used to loose or bind a person with. Let's look at an
examplefrom the Scriptureswhich showstheloosening
of such chainsof circumstance,

Isaiah 58:6-9 declares: “Isnot thisthefast that | have
chosen?to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the
heavy burdens, and to | et the oppressed go free, and that
ye break every yoke? Isit not to deal thy bread to the
hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to
thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover
him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?
Then shal thy light break forth asthemorning, and thine
health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness
shall go beforethee; theglory of the LORD shall bethy
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reward. Then shatthou call, andthe LORD shal answer;
thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Herel am. If thou take
away fromthe midst of theetheyoke, the putting forth of
thefinger, and speaking vanity...”

These chains of circumstance can be loosed or un-
doneby any child of God. All it basically takesisacom-
passionate heart, awillingnessto leave one'scomfort zone,
and arelianceuponthe Lord to providethethingsneces-
sary to meet the needs of people. TheLord will seetoiit
that wearerichly blessed for doing thesethings.

Sometimes, chains need to belocked, or bound. This
canevenincludecircumstancesinthelivesof individuds.
Thebook of Proverbsinformsusin chapter 3, verse 3,
“Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about
thy neck; writethem uponthetableof thineheart.” Also,
weread in chapter 7, verses 2 and 3, “Keep my com-
mandments, and live; and my law asthe apple of thine
eye. Bindthemuponthy fingers, writethemuponthetable
of thineheart.” Thesethingsneed to be such anintegral
part of our livesthat they arebound (locked if you will)
uponus(seeasolsaiah 8:16).

Notice what the Psalmist wrote, concerning God's
saints, which seemsto pertainto their use of thekeysof
the kingdom of heaven. Though thiswaswrittenin Old
Testament times, | believeit hasabearing upon christians
also. We arereferring to chapter 149, verses5-9. “L et
thesaintsbejoyful inglory: let themsing aoud upontheir
beds. L et the high praisesof God beintheir mouth, and a
twoedged swordintheir hand; To execute vengeance upon
the heathen, and punishments upon the people; To bind
their kingswith chains, and their nobleswith fetters of
iron; To execute upon them the judgment written: this
honour haveall hissaints. Praiseyethe LORD.”

Theword * heathen”, here, refersto thenations. Ina
spiritual sense, the*twoedged sword” may refer to the
Word of God (see Hebrews 4:12; Revelation 19:15).
When children of God have*“the high praisesof God ...in
their mouth”, and they usethe* sword” of God intheir
witnessto other people, thenthey areable”to bind their
kingswith chains’. Thismay refer to theact of pricking
the peoples’ consciences so that they can have the op-
portunity to hear God’struth. Or, it may refer to what
Jesussaidin Revdation 2:26,27: “ And hethat overcometh,
and keepeth my works unto the end, to himwill | give
power over thenations. And heshall rulethemwitharod
of iron; asthevesselsof apotter shall they bebrokento
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shivers: even as| received of my Father.”

Finally, | would like to mention akey that has been
givento Christ’sdiscipleswhichwill help greetly inthe
furtherance of Hiskingdom. Thisistheauthority to bind
Satan and hiscohorts, or to cast them out, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Our Lord said in Matthew 12:29, “Or else
how can one enter into astrong man’s house, and spoil
hisgoods, except hefirst bind the strong man?and then
hewill spoil hishouse.” However, sometimesprayer and
fasting isnecessary for thisto be accomplished (see Mat-
thew 17:14-21).

TheLord Jesusgavethekeysof thekingdom of heaven
to Hisdisciplessothat they could helpinthebuilding up
of that kingdom. Doorsof opportunity and commitment
need to be entered; chains of circumstance need to be
unlocked; other chains need to be bound. May werec-
ognize, with theearly disciples, that “...Whatsoever ye
shdl bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatso-
ever yeshall loose on earth shall beloosed in heaven”
(Matthew 18:18).

Rebuke Not An Elder
By David Del_ong

Rebuke not an Elder, the Scripture says,
But entreat him asafather;
Some peopleseemtoignorethisverse, (a.)
Andwithit, they don't bother.
Sometreat himas a'good old Joe,
And givehim disrespect;

They tak asif they know more,
And hurt hisintellect.
Though an Elder isnot better
Than othersinthe Church;
Sometakepleasureintrying
Toknock him off his'perch'’.

A perchthat God hasgiven him,
Not higher thantherest;

But aplacement of authority,

Not onethat isfor jest.

So, pleasedo takethisverseto heart,
And don't rebukean Elder;
Instead of tearing the Church apart,
You should be an expert welder.
(a) | Timothy 5:1a.
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LESSON |

TRIBUTETO GODAND CAESAR

Scripture Reading: Mark 12:13-17.

Golden Text: Mark 12:17.

“ And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar
thethingsthat are Caesar’s, and to God the things that
areGod's...”

1. Who cameto see Jesus, and why did they come?Mark
12:13.

2. What question did the Pharisees ask Christ? Mark
12:14.

3. Did Christ know what wasintheair hearts?Mark 12:15
(first part).

4. What did He ask them to bring to Him? Mark 12:15
(lastline).

5. What question did He ask them? Mark 12:16 (first
part).

6. What wastheir answer? Mark 12:16 (last part).
7. What was Christ'sanswer?Mark 12:17.

NOTE: “Caesar” inthislesson representsthe state. As
long asweliveinthisworld, we must pay taxesin order
to keep the affairs of the state operating. We may not
want to pay taxes, but it isour obligation to the state.
However, our first duty isto God. God should comefirst
indl things

LESSON I
THEWIDOW'SMITE
Scripture Reading: Mark 12:41-44.
Golden Text: Mark 12:44.

“For all they did castin of their abundance; but sheof her
want did castinal that shehad, evendll her living.”
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1. Wherewas Jesussitting at thistime?Mark 12:41 (first
line).

2. What wasHewatching?Mark 12:41 (second line).

3. Did therich giveto the treasury? Mark 12:41 (last
line).

4. Who cameto thetreasury? Mark 12:42 (first part).
5. How much did sheputin?Mark 12:42 (last part).

6. What did Christ say concerning the widow? Mark
12:43.

7.Why did hesay this?Mark 12:44.

NOTE: WhenwegivetotheL ord, wedo not haveto be
rich. Whatever we haveto give, weshould givewillingly.
There are many peoplein theworld who have alot of
money, but who givevery littleto God, while othersmay
be like thewidow of our lesson and giveall they have.
God does not expect usto give all our money. But we
should try to follow the exampl e of the poor widow and
receive God'sblessing.

LESSON 1
SOME SIGNSOF CHRIST'SCOMING

Scripture Reading: Mark 13:3-10.

GoldenText: Mark 13:7.

“Andwhenyesnal hear of warsand rumorsof wars, be
ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the
end shall not beyet.”

1. Wherewas Jesus sitting thistime? Mark 13:3 (first
part).

2. Who cameto Him and asked Him questions? Mark
13:3(last part).

3. What questionsdid they ask Him?Mark 13:4.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




The Children's Page
4. What did Hewarn them about? Mark 13:5.

5. Would anyone come in Hisname? Mark 13:6 (first
part).

6. What would they do?Mark 13:6 (last part).

7. Should we be frightened when we hear of war?Mark
13:7.

8. What must first be done before Jesus comes? Mark
13:10.

9.Isit possibletotell theexact timethat Jesuswill come,
and what should wedo?Mark 13:33.

NOTE: You can aso read Matthew 24 for this same
lesson to study. Jesusis coming back to earth some day,
and we should al beready to meet Him. Therefore, we
should study the Bible more and more each day to be
ready to meet the Lord when He comes.

LESSON IV
TENVIRGINS
Scripture Reading: Matthew 25:1-13.
Golden Text: Matthew 25:2.

“ Andfiveof themwerewise, and fivewerefoolish.”

1. InMatthew 25:1, what does Jesus say the kingdom of
heaven will belikened unto?

2. How many of thevirginswerewise? And how many
werefoolish?Matthew 25:2.

3. What did thefoolish virginsdo, and what did thewise
do?Matthew 25:3-4.

4. What didtheten virginsdowhilewaiting for thebride-
groom, and what happened at midnight? Matthew 25:5-
6.

5. What did al theten virginsdo in Matthew 25:77?
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6. What did thefivefoolish onessay to thefivewiseones,
and what did thewisereply? Matthew 25:8-9.

7. What happened whilethefivefoolish virginswent to
buy oil?Matthew 25:10-11.

8. What did the L ord say to thefoolish virginswhen they
returned? Matthew 25:12.

9. Do we know when Jesuswill return? What areweto
do?Matthew 25:13.

NOTE: We should alwayswatch and beready for the
Lord sreturn. Hecomeslikeabridegroom for hisbride.
Do not belikethefivefoolish virginswho werenot ready.
Will you beready to receiveyour reward?

Answersto Missing Words on page 23:
1Hog 2Lion 3.Fox 4.owl 5Whae
6.Lark 7.Loon 8.Goose 9.Swan 10.Toad

Answersto Sportson page 23:
1.Jehu (11 Kings9:20) 2.Nimrod (Genesis10:9)
3. Asarunner (11 Samuel 2:18)
4.Ishmadl (Genesis21:20) 5.Chariot racing
6.Peter (John 21:3) 7.Isaiah 22:18
8.Paul (11 Timothy 4:7) 9.Solomon (Ecclesiastes9:11
10."....onereceiveththeprize' (1 Corinthians9:24)
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OUR SABBATHWALK
The Dodder and the Lemon Pie

A PR e

Randy wastill thinking about Sabbath dinner asthe
Perkinsfamily walked down thehill fromthe park.

“Thoseflowersarejust the color of lemon pie,” he
sad.

Daddy looked at the bright yellow flowers.

“Thosearebuttercups,” said Daddy, "They look like
lemon piebut they look like butter, too."

“1 likeyellow flowersthebest of al,” Randy said.
“They look like sunshineand gold and butter and lemon
piel”

Mother laughed. “You cannot ssemtoforget that pie,”
shesaid. “Wouldyou liketo havethebig piecethat isleft
al foryoursdf?’

“No!” Nancy objected, glaring at her big brother. “He
cannot haveital, canhe?’

Mother did not laugh, then. “Wouldyouredly liketo
eat that wholebig piecethat belongsto al of us?’

“Of coursel would,” Randy answered. “ You could
have some applesauce.”
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Daddy quickly begantotell astory so therewould
not be cross words to ruin the Sabbath walk. Then, as
they walked, Daddy seemed to be watching the side of
theroad looking for something. He seemed to bethinking
hard, but he had a secret sort of smile on hisface. Sud-
denly, he stopped walking.

“Look atthis” hesaid. “Hereissomething yelow for
youtosee.”

Randy and Nancy |ooked at thetall weedsbesdethe
road. Daddy waspointing to apieceof ugly yellow thread,
tangledinatall weed.

“Doyoumeanthat string?What isit?’ Randy asked.
Daddy leaned over and started to untangle the yellow
things. "Itlookslikestring or threed, but it redly isaplant.”

“A plant!” said Randy with surprise. “It doesnot have
any leaved”

Nancy looked close, too. So did Mother. “It does
not haveany roots, either,” Mother noticed.

Daddy broke off thetall weed and held it up so they
could seetheye low stringly plant.

“Thisisadodder” Daddy said. “It never growsany
rootsto get itsfood from theground. It just clingsto an-
other plant and takesthefood that that plant getsfromthe
ground.”

“Thelazy thing!” Randy said. “But why doesit not
haveany leaves?’

“Leaves are the plant kitchen, where each plant
‘cooks’ itsfood into warm sunshine. The sunshineturns
thefood from the ground into starch and sugar to make
the plant grow. Thisdodder doesnot bother to grow leaves
and make itsown food. It only takesthe food that the
other plant hasmade.”

“Itisasdfishplant,” Randy said. “Isthat why itisso
ugy?

Daddy smiled abigsmile. 1 think you havetheidea,
Randy. That iswhat | hoped you would say. Jesusdid not
makevery many ugly plants. | think Hemadethisonejust
to show usthat selfishnessisugly.”

“That dodder remindsmeof agirl | knew alongtime
ago,” Mother said. "Hattiewasapretty girl with brown
curly hair and pink cheeks, but sheawayswanted to get
everything without working for it. Oneday weeach took
some cloth to school to make aprons. Weworked hard
to make them neat and nice. But Hattie only walked
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around and watched uswork. She would not work on
her apron. Shewould not help anyoneéel se, either. When
all theapronswerefinished, sheliked minethebest. She
thought | should giveit to her."

Daddy laughed. “ Soyou gaveit to her, didn't you?’

Mother was surprised. “Why, yes, | did. | gavethe
apronto Hattie. But somehow it never helped her tolook
nice. Her face was so unhappy-looking that nobody
thought shewas pretty at al. But how did you know that
| gaveittoher?’

“Becauseyou awaysgivethingsaway,” Daddy said.
“Maybethat iswhy you are so pretty!”

Mother just laughed, but Randy looked at M other
andknew that Daddy wasright. The Perkinsfamily waked
andwalked around the hill until they had madeabigcircle.
Therewasthe car waiting for them wherethey had left it.

“Now wearegoing home,” Randy said. “And when
weget hometherewill bealittlebit of lemon piefor each
oneof us.”

“Didyou not want thewholebig piecefor yoursel f?’
asked Daddy.

Randy wasquiet for amoment or two. “Well itwould
tastegood, but | donotwantital,” hesaid. “1 think I will
help with the dishestonight, too. | do not want to belike
that selfish dodder.”

It wasahappy family that rode hometogether after
their Sabbathwalk.

“Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the
hour wherein the Son of man cometh” (Matthew 25:13).

CROSSOUT THE SS
Ineachline-
writetheother |ettersin the spacesat theside.
What isthe message?
SSSK SESSESSSP
ASSSWSSSSASY SS
SSSSSFRSSSOM SS

SESVSISLSSSS
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Games and Puzzles

How Large Was Noah's Ark?
You will find the dimensions in Genesis 6:15.
A cubit was about 18 inchesor 1 1/2 feet.
Now can you figure the size of the ark?

How long was it?
How wide was it?
How high?
How many stories high? Genesis 6:16
How many of each clean beast did Noah take into
the ark?
How many of each unlcean beast? Genesis 7:2
How many of each clean beast? Genesis 7:2
How long did the Flood last? Genesis 7:17
How old was Noah when he built the ark? Genesis
7.6
How long did helive after the Flood? Genesis 9:28

Can you fill in the missing word in each of these
phrases:
1. Greedy asa
2.Boldasa
3.Syasa
4. Wise as as
5.Bigasa
6. Gay asa
7.Crazy asa
8. Sllyasa
9. Graceful asa
10. Uglyasa
SPORTS
1. Who was noted as a swift driver?
2. Who was a mighty hunter?
3. For what was David's nephew, Asahel, famous?
4. Who wasthefirst archer mentioned in the Bible?
5. What was one of the chief sports of the Egyp-
tians? (It was connected with horses.)
6. Who said: "1 go afishing" ?
7. Thereisonly one place in the Bible where a ball
is mentioned. Do you know where it is?
8. What writer used such sport terms as " running
therace," "finished the course" ?
9. Who said: " Therace is not to the swift" ?
10. Finish the quotiation, " They which run in a
race run all, but..."
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THE RUSHING WATERS
By Del DeLong

The icy waters jumped and swirled,
With purpose as they sped. s
Their destination, as they hurled - :
Was unknown as they fled. - -

Our lives are like this water's course, /
While on life's way we go - =4
Do we like foolish waves speed on, /{ /
Or do we with purpose know?

The way which leads us on to life - g.'-'.ﬂﬂ

With Jesus, God's dear Son, s

And even though we feel much strife Y
His guidance isthe one! =

Which turns our hectic lives around o
When all is said and done - "
Our path comes sure when we have
found -
His truth, hislove - we've won. -

o like the rushing waters, we
must not succumb to them.
When Jesus turns our path, we'll see
Living water flow through Him.






