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In memory of:

Moisés Torres Martinez.

“Well done...thou good and faithful servant.”

“But | would not haveyouto beignorant, brethren, concerning themwhich are adeep, that ye sorrow not, even so
them aso which deep in Jesuswill God bring with him. For thiswe say unto you by theword of the L ord, that we
which aredive, and remain unto thecoming of the L ord, shal not prevent them which areadeep. For theLord himself
shall descend from heaven with ashout, with the voi ce of the archangel, and with thetrump of God: andthedeadin
Chrigt shall risefirgt: thenwewnhich areaive, and remain, shall be caught up together withtheminthe cloudsto meet the
Lordintheair: and so shal weever bewiththeLord. Wherefore, comfort one another with thesewords.” | Thess.
4:13-18

OnJanuary 21, 2022, at 10:40 p.m., in Mexico City, our dear brother Moisés TorresMartinez passed away at the
ageof 73.

From childhood hewastaught intheword of God since he grew upin afamily dedicated to thework of the L ord,
hisgrandfather Aaron Martinez, apostle of the Church, waspart of thosewho instructed himin hiscareer. From avery
young age he began to work in the Church of God, and soon stood out at the national level for hischaracter asaborn
leader, histotal dedicationto thework of God soon allowed him to grow within the ministry of the Church.

On June 4, 1995, he was chosen by lot as one of the Twelve Apostles of the Church of God and with thishe
continued his career. He expanded hiswork horizonsinternationally, part of hiswork was extended to Central
America, being animportant pillar and support for the brothers of those countries establishing the correct order and
understanding in that region. His participation inthe Church Council was appreciated, sincethe Lord alwayshelped
him and gave him understanding to understand the scriptures and thereby bring va uable knowledgeamong the brothers.
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Being a great preacher and evangelist, he contributed to the spiritual and material growth of the Church. He was
characterized asaman filled with the Spirit of God, who was given the gift of understanding prophecy and being ableto
teach it to others. He was a promoter of the edition and printing of Spanish language literature (Advocate of the Truth
and Sabbath School Lessons) in Mexico, aswell asin the construction of buildings (temples) and to support the Church
in Mexico, to organize and order it in a correct and honest way for it to work according to the government ordained by
God.

We will always carry himin our hearts, since he was a great friend, a good brother, and a mentor or spiritual father
who leaves us with good memories of him, we have hope and consolation that one day he will hear the call of the Lord
and hewill riseto eternal life. Elder Moiseswill be missed not only in Mexico City but al over theworld. Hissermons
and articles concerning church matters and relating to the Word of God have been an inspiration and have gone into
nearly every country of the world.

A brotherly hug and the consolation of God to be able to overcome this unfortunate loss.

How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace and bring glad tiding of good things!
Romans 10:15.

R, —

P We prayed together to banish the night
~ And light from his pen flowed out o’ er the world
And the banner of Christ by hiswritings unfurled.

Good-by to thissoldier, who fought with hispen A
Good-by to this soldier and leader of men. v

God knew himinlife. Heknowshim in death
And someday He' |l give back the life-giving breath.

Y "o some he was a Brother
nown only by oth
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by Moises Torres M.

SPIRITUAL BALANCE OR EQUILIBRIUM:
THE LORD HASA SCALE TO WEIGH THE SPIRIT OF MAN

Proverbs16:11: “ A just weight and balance arethe
LORD'S: dl theweightsof the bag are hiswork.

TheLordistheonewho weighsour spirit, Heputsit
inbaance, andknowsif weareinaspiritua balance, or if
the balance of the Lord istipped against usand we are
found wanting likeKing Belshazzar (Danid 5:27).

Inthisdifficult timeinwhichit hasbefdlenustolive,
wemust seek and try to find theway to keep ourselvesin
adate of ba ance and righteousness before God, because
thetext, says “A jus weight and bdancearethe LORD'S.”

Oneof theLord scounsdsis, “Intheday of prosperity
be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider...”
(Ecclesiastes 7:14).

What should we congder inthisdifficult timeto keep
our thoughts (mind) in spiritua balance?

Wemust condder with much visonand thoughtfulness
whether weare doing right or wrong. Wemust be prudent
and measured, and not go to extremesin our condderations
or way of seeing things. There are righteous men who
exaggeratein ther righteousness, and wise men who go
to excess.

Ecclesiastes 7:16-17, says: “Benot righteous over
much; neither makethyself over wise: why shouldest thou
destroy thyself? Be not over much wicked, neither be
thou foolish: why shouldest thou diebeforethy time?’

Therigorigsor radicas, theover-cautious, thejeal ous,
themorbid or scrupulouswho would not even want the
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dust to touch them; thesetypes of peoplesin by wanting
tobe“sorighteous’, that they only maintain afa seweight
when it comesto being placed inthebalance of theLord,
and then they arefound wanting like King Bel shazzar.

PROVERBS 11:1: “ A fasebalanceisabomination
tothe LORD: but ajust weightishisddight.”

| Corinthians 10: 31-32: “Whether thereforeye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to theglory of God. Give
none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor
to the church of God.”

EPHESIANS 5:15-17 “See then that ye walk
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the
time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not
unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”

Let uspray wearefoundinaright spiritual balance,
inthebalance of the Lord Jesus Christ.

—
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THE MAGNIFICENT POV

"Godisour refugeand strength, avery present help
introuble. Thereforewill not wefear, though the earth be
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the
midst of the sea; Though the watersthereof roar and be
troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling
thereof" (Psalm 46:1-3). "He maketh warsto cease unto
theend of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the
spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot inthefire” (verse
9).

Aswe depend upon the Lord to be our refuge and
strength, let us do what is required of us, and He will
definitely look down upon us. "For he saithto Moses, |
will have mercy onwhom | will have mercy, and | will
have compassion onwhom | will have compassion” (Ro-
mans9:15).

Weknow that Sarai wasAbram'swife, but to save
hislifein Egypt, hetold Pharaoh that shewashissister;
thus to prove that God is no respecter of persons. Al-
though Pharaoh wasaking, heonly took thewomaninto
hishouse, and he did not as much astouch her. Yet the
Lord was angry with him. "And it came to pass, that,
when Abram has comeinto Egypt, the Egyptiansbeheld
the woman that she was very fair. The princes also of
Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh:
and thewoman wastaken into Pharaoh'shouse” (Gen-
esis12:14-15). "And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and
hishouse with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's
wife. And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What isthis
that thou hast done unto me?why didst thou not tell me
that she was thy wife?" (verses 17-18). Because God
cdled Abramto serve Him, Hehad to protect him through
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By Bibi S. Allicock
Guyana, SouthAmerica

=ALMIGHTY GOD

Hismagnificent powers. "Now the Lord had said unto
Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kin-
dred, and from thy father'shouse, unto aland that | will
shew thee: And | will make of theeagreat nation, and |
will blessthee, and makethy namegreat; and thou shalt
beablessing: And | will blessthem that blessthee, and
cursehimthat curseththeer andintheeshd| dl familiesof
theearthbeblessed” (Genesis12:1-3). Thus, God could
not alow Pharaoh to takeAbram'swife. Hehad to inter-
veneinorder for Hispromiseto Abramto befulfilled.

In Gerar, AlImighty God also saved Sarah from
Abimelech, the king who sent and took Sarah. "But God
cametoAbimelechinadream by night, and saidto him,
Behold thou art but adead man, for the woman which
thou hast taken; for sheisaman'swife. But Abimelech
had not come near her: and hesaid, Lord, wilt thou day
also arighteous nation? Said he not unto me, Sheismy
sister?and she, even she herself said, Heismy brother:
intheintegrity of my heart and innocency of my hands
havel donethis. And God said unto himinadream, Yes,
I know that thou didst thisin theintegrity of thy heart; for
| also withheld theefrom sinning against me: therefore
suffered | thee not to touch her. Now thereforerestore
theman hiswife; for heisaprophet, and heshall pray for
thee, andthou shdtlive: andif thou restore her not, know
that thou shdt surely die, thou, and dl that arethine” (Gen-
esis20:3-7). "SoAbraham prayed unto God: and God
hedled Abime ech, and hiswife, and hismaidservants;, and
they barechildren. For the LORD had fast closed up all
thewombs of the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah
Abrahams wife" (verses17-18).
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The essence of the matter, here, isthat when God is
for you no man can beagainst you. And we can a so see
that the king was covetousin that he already had awife.
Because he saw beauty, helusted after her. We should
take heed of our Lord'sadmonishment: "Yehave heard
that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not com-
mit adultery: But | say untoyou, that whosoever |ooketh
onawomantolust after her hath committed adultery with
her already inhisheart” (Matthew 5:27-28).

Whenweaccept thetrueand living Godinto our lives,
Hewill alwaysbetheretolead and guideuswhenwe're
living according to Hiscommands. Aswe continueto read
the book of Genesi's, we see the magnificent power of
Godwhereby He caused Sarahto bring forthachildwhen
she was past the flowering stage. "Now Abraham and
Sarahwereold and well strickenin age; and it ceased to
bewith Sarah after the manner of women. Therefore Sa-
rah laughed within herself, saying, After | amwaxed old
shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? And the
L ORD said unto Abraham, Whereforedid Sarah laugh,
saying, Shall | of asurety bear achild, whichamold?Is
any thing too hard for the LORD?At thetime appointed
I will return unto thee, according to thetime of life, and
Sarah shall haveason” (Genesis 18:11-14). "And the
LORD visited Sarah ashe had said, and the LORD did
unto Sarah as he had spoken. For Sarah conceived, and
bareAbrahamasoninhisold age, at the set timeof which
God had spokentohim” (Genesis21:1-2). "And Abraham
wasan hundred years old, when his son | saac wasborn
unto him. And Sarah said, God hath made metolaugh, so
that all that hear will laugh with me. And she said, Who
would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have
given children suck?for | havebornhimasoninhisold
age" (verses5-7).

Asthe magnificent power of thea mighty God con-
tinued, Abraham made hisel dest servant answer that he
would not take awife unto hisson from the Canaanites.
"AndAbrahamwasold, andwell strickeninage: andthe
LORD had blessed Abrahamin all things. And Abraham
said unto hiseldest servant of hishouse, that ruled over all
that he had, Put, | pray thee, thy hand under my thigh:
And | will makethee swear by the LORD, the God of
heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take
awifeunto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites,
amongwhom | dwell: But thou shalt go unto my country,
and to my kindred, and take awife unto my son I saac.
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And the servant said unto him, Peradventurethewoman
will not bewilling to follow meunto thisland: must |
needsbring thy son again unto theland from whencethou
camest? And Abraham said unto him, Bewarethou that
thou bring not my son thither again. The LORD God of
heaven, which took mefrom my father'shouse, and from
the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and
that swareunto me, saying, Untothy seedwill | givethis
land; he shall send hisangel beforethee, and thou shalt
takeawife unto my sonfromthence" (Genesis24:1-7).
"And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his
measter, and departed; for al thegoodsof hismaster were
inhishand: and hearose, and went to M esopotamia, unto
thecity of Nahor. And hemade hiscamelsto kneel down
without thecity by awell of water at thetimeof theevening,
even thetimethat women go out to draw water. And he
said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, | pray thee,
send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto
my master Abraham. Behold, | stand here by thewel| of
water; and the daughtersof the men of the city come out
todraw water: And et it cometo pass, that the damsel to
whom | shall say, Let downthy pitcher, | pray thee, that |
may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and | will givethy
camelsdrink also: let the same be shethat thou hast ap-
pointed for thy servant | saac; and thereby shall | know
that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. And it
cameto pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold,
Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of
Milcah, thewifeof Nahor, Abraham’s brother, with her
pitcher upon her shoulder. And the damsel wasvery fair
tolook upon, avirgin, neither had any man known her:
and shewent downtothewel, andfilled her pitcher, and
came up. And the servant ran to meet her, and said, let
me, | pray thee, drink alittlewater of thy pitcher. And she
said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let down her
pitcher upon her hand, and gavehim drink. And when she
had donegiving himdrink, shesaid, | will draw water for
thy camelsalso, until they have donedrinking” (verses
10-19).

Here, weseeavery beautiful young girl whowillingly
gavewater toAbraham's servant and hisbeastsalso. She
even called him lord which showed deep respect unto
elderswhether they werein authority or not becausethe
man was a servant of Abraham. Also, we should take
notethat theman madeeventhecame skned downwhile
heknelt down and prayed that God would grant him his
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petition. Thusit wasgranted. "Andit cameto pass, asthe
camels had done drinking, that the man took agolden
earring of half ashekel weight, and two braceletsfor her
hands of ten shekelsweight of gold; And said, Whose
daughter art thou?tell me, | pray thee: isthereroomin
thy father'shousefor usto lodgein? And she said unto
him | amthedaughter of Bethuel..." (verses22-24)."And
the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the
LORD" (verse 26). "And the man cameinto the house'
(verse 32, firg part). "And therewas set meat beforehim
toeat: but hesaid, | will not eat, until I havetold mine
errand. And he said, Speak on. And he said, | am
Abraham'sservant” (verse 33-34). "And my master made
me swear, saying, Thou shat not takeawifeto my son of
the daughters of the Canaanites, inwhoseland | dwell:
But thou shalt go unto my father'shouse, and to my kin-
dred, andtakeawife unto my son" (verses 37-38). "And
now if yewill dedl kindly andtruly with my magter, tell me:
andif not, tell me; that | may turntotheright hand, or to
theleft. Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The
thing proceedeth fromthe LORD: we cannot speak unto
thee bad or good" (verses 49-50). "And they called
Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with thisman?
And she said, | will go. And they sent away Rebekah
their Sster, and her nurse, and Abraham'sservant, and his
men" (verses58-59).

Today, weareinstructing our children just asinthe
oldendays, but instead of adhering to us, they sometimes
want their ownway. Thuswe hear them saying that their
parents should not choosetheir mates. Therefore, they
socidizewith al manner of people. Beforethey know it,
they end up with an unwanted pregnancy or they turnto
drugs. Inthe book of Ecclesiastes, weseeaninstruction
to our young people: "Remember now thy Creator inthe
daysof thy youth, whiletheevil dayscome not, nor the
yearsdraw nigh, when thou shalt say, | haveno pleasure
inthem” (Ecclesiastes12:1). Also, weareinstructed to
wait upon the Lord. "Wait on the LORD: be of good
courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, | say,
onthe LORD" (Psalm 27:14). Isaac wasforty yearsold
when hetook Rebekah to be hiswife (Genesis 25:20).
Also, we saw that Rebekah wasavirgin." And the dam-
sel wasvery fair tolook upon, avirgin, neither had any
man known her" (Genesis24:16), first part).

Aschildren of God, let usbe an exampletotheworld
and keep oursel ves unspotted. Through the magnificent
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power of amighty God, nothingisimpossiblewithHim.
All we haveto do istrust Him where we cannot trace
Him. Hewill providetaented husbandsand wivesfor us
whenweask Him. "Marriageishonourableinal, andthe
bed undefiled: but whoremongersand adulterers God
will judge. Let your conversation be without covetous-
ness, and be content with such thingsasyehave: for he
hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So
that wemay boldly say, TheLordismy helper, and | will
not fear what man shdl do unto me. Remember themwhich
havetherule over you, who have spoken unto you the
word of God: whosefaith follow, considering theend of
their conversation. Jesus Christ the sameyesterday, and
today, and for ever" (Hebrews 13:4-8). "Now the God
of peace, that brought again from the dead our L ord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, Make you perfect in every good
work to do hiswill, working in you that whichiswell-
pleasing in hissight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen” (verses 20-21).

HATE...BUT LOVE

Hate the sin, but love the sinner,
Ever keep the two apart;
Reaching out with loving-kindness,
Show the love God can impart.

Hate the sin--keep right on hating,
Hold God's precepts ever high;
Hate the sin with God's own power,
Live asthough Heis ever nigh.

With all that'sin you, love the sinner,
Live the gospel that you bear;
With smile or gold and words of mercy
Teach him of our God's own care.

Hate the sin, but love the sinner,
Ever keep the two apart;
Living, loving as a Christian,
Thank Him, He transformed your heart.

AlvinFisher
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The Birth of the Spirit

"Jesusanswered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Ex-
cept aman be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into thekingdom of God. That whichisborn of the
fleshisflesh; and that whichisborn of the Spiritisspirit.
Marvel not that | said unto thee, Yemust be born again.
Thewind bloweth whereit listenth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell whenceit cometh, and
whither it goeth; soisevery onethat isborn of the Spirit"
(John 3:5-8).

A spirit creatureisableto movelikethewind, withno
one being ableto seethem or even know of their pres-
ence. That'sthethird birth spoken of by the Scriptures.
Each birth does have aconception beforeit. Weall had
to have been conceived in our mother'swomb before our
birth into theworld. When oneisplaced beneath thewa-
tery fluid, that ishis conception of thewater, and when
theminister bringshimup from thewater, that isthishbirth
of thewater. Theminister would thenlay hishandsupon
theindividual and pray that God would give himof his
Holy Spirit, andif that personisproperly prepared, then
theLord will placeaportion of his Spiritinto the heart of
that individua . Thisisnot thebirth of the Spirit, because
that person cannot go and comelikethewind. Itissmply
the conception. Likeawomanwith child hasto be careful
to avoid an abortion, so likewise we with the Spirit of
God haveto bevery careful to avoid thegrieving of it.
Ephesians4:30 says. "And grieve not the holy Spirit of
God, whereby ye are sed ed unto theday of redemption.”

When one is born of the Spirit he cannot sin any-
more, but we arein the begotten stage.

| John 5:18: "We know that whosoever isborn of
God sinneth not; but hethat isbegotten of God keepeth
himsdlf, and that wicked onetouchethhimnot.” The Spirit
of God inour heartsisto giveusdirection aswetravel
adonglife'sjourney: "For asmany asareled by the Spirit
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of God, they arethe sonsof God" (Romans8:14).

"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath be-
stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God: thereforetheworld knoweth usnot, becauseit knew
him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but weknow that,
when he shall appear, we shall belike him; for we shall
seehimasheis’ (I John 3:1-2). John hereis speaking of
thebirth of the Spirit, when all thesaintswill put onim-
mortality, to belike Jesusisnow.

Let usturnto Romans 8:22-23. "For we know that
thewhol e crestion groaneth and travaileth in pain together
until now. And not only they, but ourselvesalso, which
havethefirgtfruitsof the Spirit, even weoursalvesgroan
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, there-
demption of our body."

Before the resurrection of our Lord the Jewstried
many timestokill him, but Jesusoftentimes made hises-
cape by mingling with the people. Luke4:28-30tellsof
onesuchinstance. "And all they in the synagogue, when
they heard thesethings, werefilled with wrath, And rose
up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the
brow of the hill whereon their city wasbuilt, that they
might cast him down headlong. But he passing through
themidst of themwent hisway." And againin John 8:57-
59weread: "Then said the Jewsunto him, Thou art not
yet fifty yearsold, and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus
said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Before
Abrahamwas, | am. Then took they up stonesto cast at
him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of thetemple,
going through the midst of them, and so passed by."

After the resurrection of our Lord, he was ableto
appear and disappear. hewas ableto go and comelike
the wind because hewas now born of the Spirit. Luke
24:30-40 gives account of this."And it cameto pass, as
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he sat at meat with them, hetook bread, and blessed it,
and brake, and gaveto them. And their eyeswere opened,
and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight.
Andthey said oneto another, Did not our heart burnwithin
us, whilehetalked with usby theway, and while he opened
to usthe scriptures? And they rose up the same hour, and
returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered to-
gether , and them that werewith them, Saying, TheLord
isrisenindeed, and hath appeared to Simon. And they
told what thingswere donein theway, and how hewas
known of them in breaking of bread. And asthey thus
gpake, Jesushimsdlf stood inthemidst of them, and saith
unto them, Peace be unto you. But they wereterrified
and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen aspirit.
And he said unto them, Why areyetroubled?and why
dothoughtsarisein your hearts? Behold my handsand
my feet, thatitisl myself: handleme, and see; for aspirit
hath not flesh and bones, asye see me have. And when
he had thus spoken, he shewed them hishandsand his
fedt"

John chapter 20 verses 19 and 20 al so have amazing
information concerning the birth of the Spirit. " Then the
sameday at evening,...when the doorswere shut where
thediscipleswere assembled for fear of the Jews, came
Jesusand stood in themidst, and saith unto them, Peace
be unto you. And when he had so said, he shewed unto
them hishandsand hisside. Thenwerethedisciplesglad,
when they saw the Lord." The entirebody of believers
haveto wait until theresurrection at thelast day tore-
ceivethat new body, when we shal beborn of the Spirit.

[1 Corinthians5:1-5tellsus: " For weknow that if our
earthly house of thistabernaclewere dissolved, wehave
abuilding of God, an house not made with hands, eterna
intheheavens. For inthiswegroan, earnestly desiringto
be clothed upon with our housewhichisfrom heaven: If
s0 bethat being clothed we shall not befound naked. For
wethat arein thistabernacle do groan, being burdened:
not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon,
that mortality might be swallowed up of life. Now hethat
hath wrought usfor the selfsamethingis God, who a so
hath given unto usthe earnest of the Spirit."

| Corinthians 15:50-54 reads. "Now thisl| say, breth-
ren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God; neither doth corruptioninherit incorruption. Behold,
| shew youamystery; Weshall not all deep, but weshall
al bechanged, Inamoment, inthetwinkling of aneye, at
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thelast trump: for thetrumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall beraised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
For thiscorruptiblemust put onincorruption, and thismor-
tal must put onimmortaity. Sowhenthiscorruptible shal
have put onincorruption, and thismortal shall have put on
immortaity, then shal bebrought to passthesayingthatis
written, Deathisswallowed upinvictory.”

When thiswill be areality, we shall be born of the
Spirit. Earthly transportation will not be necessary to carry
usaround anymore.

FRUIT-BEARING DISCIPLES

by David Del ong

Jesustold Hisdisciplesin John chapter 15, verses1-
8: “l amthetruevine, and my Father isthe husbandman.
Every branchin methat beareth not fruit hetaketh avay:
and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgethit, that it
may bring forth morefruit. Now ye are clean through the
word which | have spoken unto you. Abideinme, and |
inyou. Asthe branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it
abideinthevine; no more canye, except yeabidein me.
| anthevine, yearethe branches: Hethat abidethinme,
and | inhim, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for with-
out meyecan do nothing. If aman abidenotinme, heis
cast forth asabranch, and iswithered; and men gather
them, and cast theminto thefire, and they areburned. If
yeabidein me, and my wordsabideinyou, ye shall ask
what yewill, andit shall be done unto you. Hereinismy
Father glorified, that yebear muchfruit; so shdl yebemy
disciples”

Not only isittheLord swill that Hisfollowers bear
fruit, but they areto bear much fruit. Thisisthe charac-
terigtic of adiscipleof Jesusas implied by Hisstatement
inverse 8. God isglorified when muchfruitis produced.
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Therefore, when only somefruit isproduced, apurging
(pruning) must take place by the Father in heaven so that
much fruit can be produced. L et it be emphasi zed, how-
ever, that bearing muchfruitisardativething. Wearenot
to comparethefruit that we areto bear with thefruit of
someonee se. Bearingfruitisrelated tothetime, talents,
resources, and health that anindividual possesses. But,
morethanthat, it relatesto our “ abiding” in Jesus, which
wewill comeback to shortly.

When apruning of the brancheson avinetakesplace,
weknow that certain partsare cut off. Thismay include
someof theblossoms, or someof the “ shoots’ that grow
out of the branches. Blossomsarevery beautiful partsof
aplant, and are necessary for fruit to be produced. How-
ever, too many blossomscan actually lessen theamount
of fruit that is produced.

Inour livesaswell, there may betimeswhenwe pro-
duce“blossoms’ ingtead of fruit. Theseblossoms, inthem-
selves, may not be harmful. But too many can keep a
believer from bearing theamount of fruit that isglorifying
tothe heavenly Father. An example of thismay involve
theuseof our time. Sometimesaperson getscaught upin
abustleof activities. It seemsthat the more onevolun-
teersfor thesethings--civic functions, charitable organi-
zations, fund drives, eventoo many church meetings--the
moreheor sheiscalled upontovolunteer. It issometimes
hard to say noto thisvolunteerism because, after al, we
are supposed to be servants. Right?

However, this person may become exhausted and
overtaxed by theamount of activitiessothat certain nega:
tivethingstakeplace. Firg, hisreationshipwiththeL ord
may suffer becausethereislittletimeand energy to pray
and study the Scriptures. Second, hisrelationshipwith
family may suffer because of the samelack of timeand
energy. Third, hishealth may suffer. Theinteresting thing
hereisthat when aperson becomessick dueto stress, it
just may bethe L ord'spruning back someof the person’s
activitiessothat real fruit can be produced.

TheL ord Jesusgivesusaclueto producing much fruit
inJohn 15. He said inthe last part of verse 5, “Hethat
abidethinme, and | in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without meye can do nothing.” Now, pleaseno-
ticeverse7.“If yeabidein me, and my wordsabidein
you, yeshall ask what yewill, and it shall be done unto
you.” These two verses appear to be very closely re-
lated. The Greek word in these passagesfor “ abideth”
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and “abide” is“meno,” and means: “to stay, abide, con-
tinue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, stand, tarry...”
In other words, to“ abide” refersto acontinuous state of
being.

Weabidein Jesushy faith. Heabidesin usthrough the
Holy Spirit and Hiswordsthat wereceive. Therefore,
whentheLord abidesin us, it awaysinvolvesHiswords
abidinginusaswell. Thisisextremely important. Many
say that they abidein Jesusby claiming Him astheir Sav-
ior. But do Hiswordsabideinthem?Listen to what re-
jecting Jesusredlly involves. “ Hethat rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my words, hath onethat judgeth him: the
word that | have spoken, thesameshall judgehiminthe
last day” (John 12:48). If aperson doesnot follow the
plainteachings(words) of Jesus, heor sheisactualy re-
jectingtheLord.

In Matthew 12:33, Jesus correlated agood tree with
good fruit, and acorrupt treewith corrupt fruit, “...for the
treeisknown by hisfruit.” Therefore, we seethat fruit
can either berighteousor evil, positive or negative. John
the Baptist warned the multitudethat cameto himfor bap-
tism: “Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of
repentance...And now asotheax islaid unto theroot of
thetrees: every treetherefore which bringeth not forth
good fruit ishewn down, and cast into thefire” (Luke
3:8,9). Furthermore, our Savior taught about thosewho
either becomeunfruitful or thosewho becomevery fruit-
ful. Hesaid: “ And these arethey which are sown among
thorns; such ashear theword, Andthecaresof thisworld,
and thedecatfulnessof riches, and thelustsof other things
entering in, choketheword, and it becometh unfruitful.
And these arethey which are sown on good ground; such
as hear theword, and receiveit, and bring forth fruit,
somethirtyfold, somesixty, and someanhundred” (Mark
4:18-20).

Sincethediscipleisto bear much fruit; and the bear-
ing of only somefruit will bring pruning from the Father;
and the bearing of nofruit will bring anax (and burning)
totheunfruitful tree, and burning to the unfruitful branch,
let usstudy further into thisimportant subject of fruit-bear-
ing.

Abidingin Jesusand Hiswordsabidinginusisakey
to producing much fruit, aswe have seeninthisarticle.
However, wea so mentioned that producing muchfruitis
ardativething, based upon aperson’stime, talents, re-
sources, and health. This seemsto be suggested in the
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Parable of theten poundsin Luke 19:11-27. (Please see
aso Matthew 25:14,15).

Ten servants were each given apound of money to
produceaprofit (fruit) with. Thefirst servant gained 10
poundswith hisone pound, the second servant gained 5
poundswith hisone pound, and athird servant gained no
profit from hisone pound. Thefirst two servantsseemto
have produced much fruit with their pounds, sinceneither
onewas chastised (pruned) for not producing enough. It
isinteresting, though, that each one was rewarded ac-
cording to theamout produced: 10 pounds= having au-
thority over 10 cities, and 5 pounds= having authority
over 5cities. But thethird servant was punished for pro-
ducing no profit. Hisfear wasresponsiblefor this. Itwould
have been enough for himif hehad only gained theinter-
est from abank’ sinvestment upon hispound.

L et’snow examine some of the areasthat the Bible
classfiesasfruit that disciplesareto bear. First, and per-
hapsforemogt, dl disciplesof Jesusmust exhibit thefruit
of theSpiritintheir lives. Thislistisfoundin Galatians5:
22,23 andreads: “But thefruit of the Spiritislove, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meek-
ness, temperance: againgt suchthereisnolaw.”

Jesus spoke of thefirst two partsof thisfruitin John
15:9-12. “ Asthe Father hath loved me, so havel loved
you: continueyeinmy love. If ye keep my command-
ments, yeshall abidein my love; even as| havekept my
Father’scommandments, and abidein hislove. These
thingshavel spoken unto you, that my joy might remain
inyou, and that your joy might befull. Thisismy com-
mandment, That yeloveoneancther, asl havelovedyou.”
Jesuseven explained that thetwo greatest commandments
arelovefor God and lovefor our neighbor (please see
Matthew 22:35-40).

Thethird part of thisfruit was spoken of by our Lord
inJohn 14:27 which says, “ Peace | leave with you, my
peace| giveunto you: not astheworld giveth, givel unto
you. Let not your heart betroubled, neither letit beafraid.”
Fear, aswerecdl, waswhat kept thethird servantinthe
Parable of the poundsfrom producing fruit. It will keep
usfromdoingthesame.

All of the nine-fold fruit of the Spiritisessentia ina
believer’slife, and isautomatically present, to somede-
gree, whentheHoly Spiritisindwelt by thebeliever. How-
ever, as Jesustaught in the Parabl e of the sower (Mark
4), certainthingscan “ choketheword” (and thuspossi-
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bly grieve or quench the Spirit--Ephesians 4:30; |
Thessalonians5:19) inabeliever so that he becomesun-
fruitful. Thisinvolvesthecaresof theworld, thedeceitful -
nessof riches, and other lusts.

Another areaof fruit-bearing isobeying God'struth as
recorded in the Scriptures. This is clearly shown in
Colossians 1:5,6,9,10. “For thehopewhichislaid up for
you in heaven, whereof ye heard beforein theword of
thetruth of thegospd ; Whichiscomeuntoyou, asitisin
all theworld; and bringeth forth fruit, asit dothalsoin
you, sincetheday yeheard of it, and knew the grace of
God intruth...For this cause we al so, sincethe day we
heard it, do not ceaseto pray for you, and to desirethat
yemight befilledwiththeknowledgeof hiswill indl wis-
dom and spiritud understanding; That ye might walk wor-
thy of the Lord unto al pleasing, being fruitful inevery
good work, and increasing in theknowledge of God.”

Striving to build and maintainaChrigt-likecharacter is
asobearing fruit. Thisinvolves:

a.) holiness--“But now being madefreefrom sin, and
become servantsto God, ye haveyour fruit unto holiness,
andtheend everlastinglife’ (Romans6:22).

b.) righteousness--“ That ye may approvethingsthat
areexcellent; that ye may be sincereand without offence
till theday of Christ; Beingfilled with thefruitsof righ-
teousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto theglory and
praise of God” (Philippians1:10,11; pleaseseealsoll
Corinthians9:10; Proverbs8:18,19). SometimestheLord
needsto chasten us (which may involvethe pruning that
we mentioned), so that we can have*the peaceablefruit
of righteousness’ (Hebrews12:11).

c.) good words--“ A man shall be satisfied with good
by thefruit of hismouth: and therecompense of aman’s
handsshall berendered untohim” (Proverbs12:14; please
seedsolsaiah 57:19).

d.) right thoughts--“ Hear, O earth: behold, | will bring
evil uponthispeople, eventhefruit of their thoughts, be-
causethey havenot hearkened unto my words, nor tomy
law, but rejected it” (Jeremiah 6:19; please seeaso Il
Corinthians10:5).

e.) wisdom--“But thewisdom that isfrom aboveis
first pure, then peaceabl e, gentle, and easy to beentreated,
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiaity, and with-
out hypocrisy. And thefruit of righteousnessissownin
peace of them that make peace” (James3:17,18).

Giving an offering to help the poor may be classified
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asfruit. Thisistheway that theApostle Paul termeditin
Romans 15:26-28. “For it hath pleased them of
Macedoniaand Achaiato makeacertain contributionfor
the poor saintswhich are at Jerusalem. It hath pleased
them verily; and their debtorsthey are. For if the Gentiles
have been made partakersof their spiritual things, their
duty isalso to minister unto themin carna things. When
thereforel have performed this, and have sealed to them
thisfruit, | will comeby youinto Spain.” Inthisparticular
case, the offering may haveincluded actual fruit (of the
vineor tree) that Paul took to the poor saints.

Soul-winning isaso atypeof fruit. In Proverbs 11:30
weread, “ Thefruit of therighteousisatreeof life; and he
that winneth soulsiswise.” Asamatter of fact, wesing
the hymn, “Bringing in the Sheaves’, which givesthe
thought of personswho arewon for the Lord asbeing
graingatheredin. Jesusa so likensthe redeemed towheat
in the Parable of the tares among the wheat (M atthew
13:30). Please notice how our L ord described soul-win-
ning in John 4:35,36: “ Say not ye, There are yet four
months, and then cometh harvest?behold, | say untoyou,
Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are
whiteaready to harvest. And hethat reapeth receiveth
wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal : that both he
that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.”
(Please seed so James 5:7; Romans 1:13; | Corinthians
16:15).

Included infruit-bearingisthegiving of praiseand
thanksto our Father in heaven. Thewriter of Hebrews
saditlikethis: “By himthereforelet usoffer thesacrifice
of praiseto God continualy, that is, thefruit of our lips
giving thanksto hisname’ (Hebrews13:15).

The mark, and success, of achild of God isbearing
much fruit, whichaso bringsglory tothe Father. Thepro-
cess of fruit-bearing can only come about whenthedis-
cipleabidesin Christ, and Hiswords abidein the dis-
ciple. Thisstuation bringswonderful resultsto prayer (John
15:7). Fruit-bearing isal so to be contingent upon how
much hasbeen givento thedisciple. When much hasbeen
given, muchwill berequired (Luke 12:48). Findly, let us
hear thewords of the Psalmistin Psalm 92:12-14: “The
righteousshall flourish likethe palmtree: he shal grow
likeacedar in Lebanon. Thosethat be plantedinthehouse
of theLORD shdll flourishinthe courtsof our God. They
shall il bringforthfruitinold age; they shdl befat and
flourishing.”
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ThoughtsFrom
Our Leadership

Submitted by Jerry Womble

A man stood on theroof of hishousewith all the
area around him being flooded and prayed to God to
save him. Soon the water was up to the roof and aboat
cameby and offered him aride but hesaid God will save
me. Sometimelater ahelicopter arrived over himand of -
fered tolet down aropeto rescue him but he said God
will save me. Finally he drowned and when he met God
hesaid | thought You were going to save me, and God
said | sent you a boat and a helicopter. Why did you
refusemy help?

Brethren, we are at that point now with the covid
Stuationin our country. God gave usvaccinesto save us.
Besureyoudo not refuse Hishelp.

" Call upon Mein theday of trouble; | will deliver
you, and you shall glorify Me" (Psalm 50:15).
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Word Keys That Unlock Truth
By Jerry Womble

TEARS

We havetearsof joy and of sorrow; wewill takea
look at each one.

A sinner woman that had much to be thankful for
because she had been forgiven of many sinsmet Jesusat
the home of Simon the Pharisee and was so joyful that
shewashed Jesus sfeet with her tears and wiped them
with her hair.

InPsalm 6 David saysthe Lord has heard thevoice
of hisweeping and gavehimblessing for hisfaithful service.
He says he was so needful of the Lord’s help that his
tears made his bed to swim and he watered his couch.
Thisistheway that hedescribed theemotionsof hisdeep
fedingsfor strength and comfort from God. He saysthat
because of hisstate of dependence and dedicationto God
that God will drive away hisenemies.

Thenthereisthisspecial stuation of tearsthat David
wantsto happento himsdlf. Davidwasgtill ayoung man
but had the problem of being hunted by King Saul. In
theseverses he sayshe waswandering about the country
gtayingahead of trouble. Fedingthat al theworldisagaingt
him in Ps. 56:8 he asked God to put histearsin God's
bottle. To understand David sheavy heartinaskingthis
we need to seewhat heisreferringto. Inthat day and
timethepriest would go around tothemournersat afunerd
with asmall bottle called alachrymatory and get tears
fromthosecrying at the service. Hewould then givethe
bottle of tearsto thefamily of the dead person and they
would takeit homewith them asaremembrance of their
loved ones and of the sympathy and concern of their
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friends. Here we see David asking God to remember
himinthisspecia way.

Wearelooking forward to thetimeof notearstalked
aboutinRev. 7:17 and 21.:4. Herethe Scripturestellsus
thereisatimecoming when God will wipeaway dl tears
becausein that kingdom therewill be no crying because
therewill be no more death, sorrow nor pain. We may
cry inthislifefor joy or sorrow but atimewill comewhen
al thisisforgotten.

Skepticsareawaysseeking to point out flawsinthe
Bible expressions. Did Jesus say He would make His
followers"fishersof men?' Then someonewill sneeringly
remind usthat Hewould have His servantsgoing around
drawing men fromtheir trueelement whereinthey were
freeand contented, into an element inwhich they could
not breathe and in which they must die.

If you wish to be that emphatic asto believe this
thought you may befreeto do sowithout doing violence
tothewordsof Jesus. Whenyou cometo Christand are
caught you actualy must dieto your present environment
and become born again to the Lord Jesus. So you see
youarelikeafish and must leaveyour environment of Sin
and put of f the sinsof the flesh (become scaled) before
youareworthanything.

Now if you do not want to belike afish, the Master
Teacher did not overlook that point either. Notice the
rendering of Luke5:10, when Jesussaid to Hisdisciples
after they had taken agreat draught of fishes, "...from
henceforththou shat catchmen.” Literdly, itis: "thou shalt
capturethemalive.” Not asthefisherman drawsthefish
from lifeto death, but from abyss of earth to life. The
Apostleswere ableto deliver mendready takendivein
the Devil'snet, gathering them from that deadly element
intothenet of life. Jesuswasredly an outstanding teacher
and He always safeguarded the words He spoke.
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Things you may or my not know about

PRAYER

by Warren H. Randall Jr.

1. Abraham prayed for Abimelech.

"So Abraham prayed unto God: and God healed
Abimelech, and hiswife, and hismaidservants, and they
barechildren” (Genesis20:17).

2. | saac entreated the Lord for hiswife because shewas
barren.

"And Isaac intreated the LORD for hiswife, becauseshe
was barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and
Rebekah hiswifeconceived " (Genesis25:21).

3. Elijah prayed for thewidow's son.

"And he cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my
God, hast thou al so brought evil upon the widow with
whom | sojourn, by slaying her son? And he stretched
himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the
LORD, andsaid, OLORD my God, | pray thee, et this
child'ssoul comeinto him again. And the LORD heard
thevoiceof Elijah; and thesoul of thechild cameintohim
again, and herevived" (I Kings17:20-22).

NOTE: Thesoul referred to hereisthe breath of life.

4. Daniel prayed threetimesaday.

"Now when Daniel knew that thewriting wassigned, he
went into hishouse; and hiswindowsbeing openin his
chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon hisknees
threetimesaday, and prayed, and gavethanksbefore his
God, ashedid aforetime’ (Daniel 6:10).

5. After beinginthebelly of thegrest fish for threedays
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and three nights, Jonah prayed.
"Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the
fish'sbelly" (Jonah2:1.).

6. We should not be like the hypocrites.

" And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be asthe hypo-
critesare: for they loveto pray standing in the synagogues
and inthecornersof the streets, that they may be seen of
men. Verily | say unto you, They havetheir reward. But
thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father whichisin
secret; and thy Father which seethin secret shall reward
theeopenly” (Matthew 6:5-6).

7. We should never stop praying.
"Pray without ceasing” (I Thessalonians5:17).

Christ, My Salvation

by EvaGray
Christ, my Lord, ismy salvation,
Him I'll trust, and never fear
When thetempter'sdartsassail me,
And thetempest draweth near.
Christ, my strength, the Rock of Ages,
Ismy joy and perfect song;
Of Him, fairest of ten thousands,
Doth my heart and soul belong.
Him | will declar e, yes, mention,
Asl cry and shout, and sing;
Of Hiswellsof great salvation
| will praisesever bring.
I will laud HisNameforever,
Wor ship, loveand Him adore;
Through the ceaseless, endless ages

PraiseHisNameforevermore.
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BIBLE

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS

Taken from The Home Instructor Part | - If you'd like to
receive a hard copy of this book, send request to The
Church of God Publishing House PO. Box 328 Salem,
WV 26426 or call 1-304-782-1411.

Part4-THE THREEANGEL'SMESSAGES

NOTE: Theeverlasting gospel wasfirst preached to
Israel out of which were called 144,000. Study theles-
son on the 144,000.

QUESTION: After the everlasting gospel had been
preachedto Isradl, calling out of them 144,000, towhom
thenwasit sent?

ANSWER: "And| saw another angel fly inthemidst of
heaven, having theeverlasting gospel to preach unto them
that dwell ontheearth, and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and peopl€’ Revelation 14:6.

NOTE: Angédl inprophecy means message or messen-
ger. These are three warning messages sent by God to
Hischurch for theworld spanning the gospel age.

QUESTION: What two thingscomprisetheeverlasting
gospel?

ANSWER: "Sayingwithaloud voice, Fear God, and
giveglory to him; for the hour of hisjudgment iscome:
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and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the
seq, and thefountainsof water” Verse7.

QUESTION: Forwhat purposedid Christ say Hecame
into the world?

ANSWER: "And Jesussaid, For judgment | am come
into thisworld, that they which see not might see; and that
they which seemight be madeblind" John 9:39.

QUESTION: Hadlsradl overlooked judgment?.

ANSWER: "But woe unto you, Pharisees! for yetithe
mint and rueand al manner of herbs, and passover judg-
ment and thelove of God: these ought yeto have done,
and not to leavethe other undone” Luke 11:42.

QUESTION: Whendid Christ say thejudgment of the
world began?

ANSWER: "Now isthejudgment of thisworld: now
shall the prince of thisworld (Satan) be cast out” John
12:31.

QUESTION: Uponwhomdidthejudgment begin?

ANSWER: "For thetimeiscomethat judgment must
beginat thehouseof God: andif it first beginat us, what
shdl theend be of them that obey not thegospel of God?"
| Peter 4:17

QUESTION: How do weknow that the preaching of
God asthe Creator wasapart of the apostolic message?

ANSWER: "Then Paul stood inthemidst of Mars hill,
andsaid, Yemen of Athens, | perceivethatinal thingsye
aretoo superdtitious. For as| passed by, and beheld your
devotions, | found andtar withthisinscription, TO THE
UNKNOWN GOD. Whomthereforeyeignorantly wor-
ship, him declare | unto you. God that made theworld
anddl thingstherein, seeing that heisLord of heavenand
earth, dwelleth not in templesmadewith hands; Neither
isworshipped with men's hands, as though he needed
anything, seeing hegivethtoal life, and breath, and all
things; And hath made of oneblood dl nationsof menfor
to dwell on all theface of the earth, and hath determined
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thetimes before appointed, and the bounds of their habi-
tation" Acts17:22-26.

NOTE: Weseethat theApostlestaught thefirst mes-
sageor everlasting gospdl initsentirety. Thismessageis
also apart of the gospel today.

QUESTION: What wasthe second angel's message?

ANSWER: "Andtherefollowed another angel, saying,
Babylonisfdlen, isfdlen, that greet city” Revelaion 14:8;

first part.
QUESTION: Whered seisthismessagerepeated?

ANSWER: "And after thesethings| saw another angel
come down from heaven, having great power; and the
earthwaslightened with hisglory. And he cried mightily
withastrong voice, saying, Babylonthegreatisfallen, is
fdlen, andisbecomethe habitation of devils, and thehold
of every foul spirit, and acage of every unclean and hate-
ful bird" Revelation 18:1-2.

QUESTION: Why and how did Babylonfall?

ANSWER: "...because shemadeall nationsdrink of the
wineof thewrath of her fornication" Revelation 14:8; last
part.

"For al nationshavedrunk of thewineof thewrath of her
fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are
waxed rich through theabundance of her delicacies’ Rev-
elation18:3.

NOTE: Inthebook of Revelation, Babylonincludesthe
city of Rome. The Bible outlines both the spiritual and
literd fdll of thisgreat city. Thechurch at Romedid not fal
intotheerrorsof theancient Babylonianrdigiondl at one
time, but shefell gradually. The heathens of Rome had
adopted the Babylonish religion. In order to win these
pagans to so-called Christendom the church at Rome
adopted thesefal se doctrines or wine of fornication, one
by one, until shewasengulfed with them. Sheattributed
all of the pagan feast dayswhich werein honour of the
sun, moon, and starsto Jesus Christ. For example she
finaly accepted thevenerableday of thesun, thefirst day
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of theweek asthe day of worship instead of the seventh
day as God had givenit. She accepted the birthday of the
sun-god Tammuz, December the 25th asthe birthday of
Christ. We could go on and on. Being the predominant
church during the dark ages sheforced her religious be-
liefsupondl nations, causing them to commit spiritud for-
nication with her, by accepting her teachingsinstead of
Christ's. Read Revelation 17:9-18.

QUESTION: What did Paul say wasalready working
inhisday?

ANSWER: "For themystery of iniquity doth already
work: only hewho now letteth will let, until he betaken
out of theway" |l Thessalonians2:7".

QUESTION: How did Paul warn that thisfall would
take place?

ANSWER: "Let no man deceiveyou by any means. for
that day (the second coming of Christ) shall not come,
except therecomeafalingaway firgt, and that manof sin
be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and
exalteth himself aboveal thatiscalled God, or that is
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of
God, shewing himself that heisGod" 11 Thessalonians
2:3-4.Alsoread Ezekiel 28:1-11.

QUESTION: How did John show that the spirit of inig-
uity, the doctrines of Babylon, were also invading the
Churchesof God causing themto stray from Christ?

ANSWER: "But | haveafew thingsagainst thee, be-
cause thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of
Bdaam, (Bad the Babylonian sungod), who taught Balac
to cast astumblingblock beforethe children of Isradl, to
eet thingssacrificed untoidols(usudly the unclean meets),
and to commit fornication. So hast thou also them that
hold thedoctrineof the Nicolaitans(lewd doctrines), which
thing | hate. Repent; or esel will comeunto theequickly,
and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth
(TheWord of God)" Revelation 2:14-16.

NOTE: Thiswaswrittento the Church at Pergamos.

"Notwithstanding | have afew thingsagainst thee, be-
causethou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth
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herself aprophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants
to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto
idols. And | gave her space (time) to repent of her forni-
cation; and sherepented not. Behold, | will cast herintoa
bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. And | will
kill her childrenwith degth; and dl thechurchesshall know
that | am hewhich searcheth thereinsand hearts: and |
will giveunto every oneof you according to your works'
Verses 20-23.

NOTE: Thiswaswrittentothechurchat Thyatira. The
way Jezebel wasteaching wasthrough menteachingthe
Babylonian doctrinesinthechurch.

When the church at Romefdl into complete spiritua
darkness by accepting the doctrines of Babylon she be-
came the habitation of devils because the doctrines of
Babylon arethe doctrines of the Devil. She becamethe
hold of every foul spirit, and the cage of every unclean
and hateful bird of prey, preying upon the nationswith her
doctrineswhichwill only lead to destruction. She made
or seduced al nationsto drink of her wineor doctrines.
Thisisemphasizedin Revelation 17:4.

Part of the gospel of this age isto reveal modern
Babylon and thedoctrinesof her fall.

"1 know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but
thou art rich) and | know the blasphemy of them which
say they are Jews, and are not, but arethe synagogue of
Satan. Fear none of thosethingswhichthou shalt suffer:
behold, thedevil shall cast some of youinto prison, that
yemay betried; andyeshall havetribulationtendays. be
thou faithful unto death, and I will givetheeacrown of
life" Revelation 2:9-10.

NOTE: Thiswaswrittentothechurchin Smyrna. Rev-
eation2:8.

QUESTION: What didthethird angel warn against?

ANSWER: "Andthethird angel followed them, saying
with aloud voice, If any manworship thebeast and his
image, and recaivehismark in hisforehead, orin hishand,
The same shall drink of the wine of thewrath of God,
whichispoured out without mixtureinto the cup of his
indignation; and heshal betormented with fireand brim-
stoneinthe presence of the holy angels, and inthe pres-
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enceof theLamb" (Revelation 14:9-10).

QUESTION: What will thosewho worship thesethings
drink?

ANSWER: "The same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, whichispoured out without mixtureinto
thecup of hisindignation; and heshall betormented with
fireand brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and
in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: andthey have
no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and hisim-
age, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name"
(verses10-11).

QUESTION: What isthewrath of God?

ANSWER: "And| saw another signin heaven, great
and marvelous, seven angd shaving the sevenlast plagues,
forinthemisfilled upthewrath of God" Revelation 15:1.

QUESTION: Why should we come out of, or away
from the doctrinesof Babylon?

ANSWER: "And | heard another voice from heaven,
saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not par-
takersof her sins, and that yereceive not of her plagues’
Revelation 18:4.

QUESTION: How may we escape the wrath of God
whichisthesevenlast plagues?

ANSWER: "Hereisthe patienceof thesaints. hereare
they that keep the commandments of God, and thefaith
of Jesus' Revelation 14:12.

"And| saw asit wereaseaof glassmingled withfire:
and them that had gotten thevictory over the beast, and
over hisimage, and over hismark, and over the number
of hisname, stand onthe seaof glass, having the harpsof
God" Revelation 15:2.

NOTE: Thegospd of thechurchtoday includesdl three
of theabove messages. We should be placing great stress
on calling peopleaway from the doctrines of Babylon. It
iswiththisin mind that thisbook ispublished.
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Beansor Ient| Is (legumes) were served wi dely in the
Old Testament. " Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pot-
tageof lentiles; and hedid eat and drink, and rose up, and

went hisway:..." (Genesis25:34).

Legumes are good antioxidants, and arelow in satu-
rated fats. And they make agreat meatlessmeal withtheir
highprotein and high fiber value.

"And it came to pass, when David was come to
Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash of Rabbah of
thechildren of Ammon, and Machir theson of Ammiel of
Lo-debar, and Barzillal the Gileadite of Rogelim, Brought
beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and
barley, and flour, and parched corn, and beans, and
lentiles, and parched pulse, And honey, and butter, and
sheep, and cheese of kine, for David, and for the people
that werewith him, to eat: for they said, The peopleis
hungry, andweary, and thirsty, inthewilderness' |1 Samudl
17:27-29.

Ingredients

3tablespoonsoliveail

3 medium carrots, cut into 1/4-inch pieces

1 mediumonion, diced

1largecdery stalk (about 2 ounces), cut into 1/4-inch
pieces

K osher salt and freshly ground black pepper

2 tablespoonstomato paste
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1largeclovegarlic, minced

11/2 cupsdried brown lentils

1 can Rotel spicy tomatoes

4 cups vegetable stock

7 sprigsthyme, leaves stripped (about 1 teaspoon
leaves)

1 bay leaf

1/2 teaspoon dried oregano

1/4 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes

1 teaspoon lemon zest, plusthejuiceof 1/2 lemon (about
2 tablespoons)

1/2 cupflat-leaf parsley leaves, plusmorefor garnish,

roughly chopped

Directions

Heat the oil in alarge heavy-bottom pot over medium-
high heat. Add the carrot, onion, celery and 1 teaspoon
salt and cook, stirring occasionally, until the vegetables
arestarting to caramelizeand takeonadark brown color,
8to 10 minutes(thisstepisimportant asit will add tonsof
flavor to your soup!)

Stir inthetomato paste and garlic and cook, scraping up
thebrown bits, until thegarlicisfragrant and dightly soft-
ened, 1to 2 minutes. Add in the lentils, stock, 4 cups
water, thyme, bay |eaf, oregano, red pepper flakes, lemon
zest, 2 teaspoons salt and a generous amount of black
pepper and stir to combine. Bring to aboil then reduce
the heat to low. Cover and cook until thelentilsare soft-
ened withjust abit of bite, 25 to 30 minutes.
Removethebay leaf. Puree 2 1/2 cupsof thesoupina
blender until smooth then stir back into the pot. Stirinthe
lemon juice and parsley. Ladleinto bowlsand garnish
with more pard ey, cheese cubesand green onion.

PAGE NINETEEN




The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI

ELIJAHISTRANSLATED
TOANOTHER COUNTRY

ScriptureReading: |1 Kings2:1-15.
GoldenText: Il Kings2:11.

"Andit cameto pass, asthey still went on, and talked,
that, behold, there appeared achariot of fire, and horses
of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up
by awhirlwindinto heaven."

NOTE: Inour lastlesson, we studied about Elijah meet-
ing Elishaand anointing him aprophet. Elishacontinuesto
follow Elijah asheistrained totake over for Elijahwhen
heisgone. Inthislesson, wewill study about how Elijah
getsto another country.

1. What did Elijahtell Elishato do, and what wasElishas
reply?1l Kings2:1-2.

2. While at Bethel, who comes to talk to Elisha, and
what dothey say tohim?11 Kings2:3.

3. Wherearethe next two placesthat Elijah and Elisha
go, andwho meetsElishaat these places? |1 Kings2:4-7.

4. What doesElijahdoin|l Kings2:8?

5. What doesElishaask Elijahtodofor him,andwhat is
Elijah'sreply?11 Kings2:9-10.

6. What becameof Elijahin|l Kings2:11?

NOTE: Elijahwastaken up intheatmosphereand sent
to another country. Tenyearslater Elijah sendsaletter to
theking (11 Chronicles21:12). Thisshowsusthat it was
just as Enoch wastrand ated to another place so that the
native peopl e could not continueto harasshim (Jude 14-
15).

7. Did Elishasee Elijah taken up, and what did he do
next? 1l Kings2:12-14.
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8. What did the sons of the prophets say and do when
they saw Elisha?Il Kings2:15.

NOTE: You canread moreabout Elishaandthemiracles
he performsin the book of 11 Kings.

LESSON |
DANIEL

Scripture Reading: Danidl 1:3-21.
GoldenText: Daniel 1:9.

"Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender
lovewith the prince of theeunuchs."

NOTE: Weare going to study about Daniel and three
other faithful I sraglitesthat were selected towork inthe
pal acefor King Nebuchadnezzar. L et usfind how God
blessesthese men for their obedience.

1. What quditiesdid King Nebuchadnezzar want in chil-
drenthat werechosento standintheking'spaace? Danidl
1:3-4.

2. Who was chosen, and what was ordered to giveto
them?Daniel 1:5-6.

3. What new namesweregiven to thesefour young men?
Danid 1.7.

4. What request did Daniel ask of the prince of the eu-
nuchs, and was God with him?Daniel 1:8-9.

5. Of what was the prince of the eunuchs afraid, and
what did Daniel suggest that they do? Daniel 1:10-13.

NOTE: Pulseis eatable seeds such as peas, beans, or
lentils

6. Did the prince consent to Danid'sidea, and what hap-
pened at theend of ten days?Daniel 1:14-16.

7. What did God giveto the four young men for their
obedience?Daniel 1:17.
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8. When King Nebuchadnezzar asked to see the chil-
drenthat werechosen, what did hediscover about Danidl
and histhreefriends? Danid 1:18-21.

LESSON |1
DELIVERANCE FROM THE FIERY FURNACE

Scripture Reading: Daniel 3:1-30.
Golden Text: Danid 3:17.

"If it be s0, our God whomwe serveisableto deliver
usfromtheburning fiery furnace, and hewill deliver us
out of thinehand, Oking."

NOTE: Inour last lesson, wemet Daniel and histhree
faithful friends. God blessed them. In chapter two of Danid,
you can read about King Nebuchadnezzar's dream and
how God helped Dani€l interpret thisdream. Dani€l is
maderuler over thesoleprovinceof Babylonand chief
of thegovernorsover dl thewisemen. Wewill now study
about Shadrach, M eshach and A bednego and how God
deliversthemfrom afiery furnace.

1. What did King Nebuchadnezzar make, and who did
heorder tocomeand seeit? Danidl 3:1-3.

2. What werethese peopleordered to doin Daniel 3:4-
5?

3. What would happen to thosewho did not worship the
goldenimage, and werethere people who obeyed this?
Danid 3:6-7.

4. Who did not servethe king'sgoldenimage? Dani€l
3:8-12.

5. King Nebuchadnezzar isvery angry at thereport he
hearsand ordersthethree men to come. What did heask
of thethreemen, and what wastheir reply? Danidl 3:13-
18.

6. What did the King order to be done to Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego? Danid 3:19-21.
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7. What happened to Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
andtothemenwhothrew themintothefire? Danid 3:22-
23.

8. What did King Nebuchadnezzar seein the furnace,
and what did he say to Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego?Daniel 3:24-27.

9. After seeing the miracle of thethree men being saved
fromthefire, what did King Nebuchadnezzar say, and
what became of thethreefaithful men? Daniel 3:28-30.

LESSON IV
THEWRITING ON THEWALL

Scripture Reading: Danidl 5:1-31.
GoldenText: Daniel 5:5.

"In the same hour cameforth fingersof aman'shand,
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster
of thewadll of theking'spaace...."

NOTE: Welast studied about Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego being saved fromthefiery furnace. In chapter
4 of Daniel, King Nebuchadnezzar has another dream
that Danidl interpretsfor him. Inthisnext lesson, wewill
now study about King Belshazzar and how Danid iscdled
tohephim.

1. WhoisBelshazzar and what do wefind himdoingin
Daniel 5:1-4?

2. WhileKing Belshazzar isat hisfeast, what strange
thing does he see happen? Daniel 5:5. What did theking
do after hesaw thishand writeonthewall?Danidl 5:6-7.

3. CouldtheKings wisemeninterpret thewriting onthe
wall?Danid 5:8-9.

4. What did the Queen suggest that the King shoulddoin
finding out what themessageis? Danidl 5:10-12.

5. When Daniel washbrought to seeking Belshazzar, what
didhesay tohim?Danid 5:13-16. Continued page23
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ASHLEY FINDSA FRIEND
By Janet Craig-James

It was on the way to school that Ashley heard Joan
and Margietaking. Ashley did not meantolisten, but she
waswearing her running shoes, and thetwo girlsdid not
hear her walking behind. Margiewastaking, and Ashley
knew it was K ate Sharpethey weretalking abouit.

"I donot likeher at al," Margiewassaying. "Just be-
cause sheissmart in class, shethinkssheknowsevery-
thing. Let usstop talking to her, Joan. If we stop, al the
rest of thegirlswill leave her aone, too. Whenwe are
playing out intheyard wewill not pick her for any other
games. It will befunto seewhat shedoes.”

Ashley walked dowinginto school, thinking about what
Margieand Joan had been saying. Katewasavery quiet
littlegirl. It wastruethat shewas clever, but she never
said anything about it. All shewanted wasto befriendly
withtheother girls. Ashley knew how muchit would hurt
Kateif thegirlsdid what they were planning. Shewould
never know why they weretreating her badly.

At recess, Ashley watched Joan and Margiewalk over
totheother sdeof theplayground. They had awaysbeen
theleadersin the class, and so the rest of the girlsfol-
lowed them. Kate was|eft standing alone, not knowing
what to do.

Adhley fdt her heart thumpwith fear. Sheknew it would
beadifficult thing to do, and that probably thegirlswould
treat her the sameway asthey weretreating Kate but she
threw back her head and walked over to Kate. Ashley
dipped her arm through Kate'sand said, "What wasthe
name of that book you weretalking about in class, Kate?
It sounded so exciting | thought | would get it out of the
library."

Ashley saw the girls were watching as she spoke to
Kate, but she pretended not to notice.

Kate clutched her arm asif shewould never let it go.
She could not understand why shewasbeing left alone,
and shewasgrateful toAshley for helping her.

During recessKatetold Ashley al about the book and
about alot of other books she had read, too.

When they went back to class, Kate smiled at her grate-
fully, but Joan and Margieglared. If even onegirl was
speaking to Kateit would spoil their plan.
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Ashley fet alittleuncomfortable, but shewasglad she
had not ganged up on Kate aswith therest of thegirls.
Because Kate was so quiet, Ashley had never gottento
know her very well, but now sheknew what an interest-
ing person shewas.

The next day most of the girlswere still not speaking
toKate, and they wereavoiding Ashley aswell, but one
or two of them seemed sorry for what they had been
doing. At recess, Ashley and Katewerejoined by these
girls. Oneof them brought anew skipping rope, and they
took turnsturning and skipping.

Ashley did everything she could to makethegirlssee
how nice Katereally was - even though she was very
clever and did not say much.

Pretty soon everyone, including Margieand Joan, were
speaking to Kate again. The plan had not worked be-
causeAshley had made up her mind shewasnot goingto
joinin doing something sheknew waswrong.

Now that Ashley knew K ate so much better, shefound
out something else. She thought shewas being agood
friend to Kate by helping her, and so shewas. But some-
thing el se had happened, too. By doing what wasright,
shealso had gained afriend.
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Answer to Bible Riddle
on page 23 - Judges 15:4
Fox
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Lessons continued from page 21
6. Summarizeinyour ownwordswhat Dani€l tellsthe
kinginDanid 5:7-24.

7. What werethewordsthat were written onthewall,
and what did they mean? Daniel 5:25-28.

8. What was Daniel'sreward, and what became of King
Belshazzar?Danid 5:29-31.

TOOLSIN THE BIBLE

Peoplewholived in Bibletimesdidn't have electric
lights or modern conveniences, but they did have certain
tools. Someof their toolsarelisted below. Thevowels
have been removed. Canyoufill inthemissing | etters?
Seehow well you can complete them without looking up
thetext.

1L.P-TT-RS WH--L Jeremiah18:3
2.SL-NG | Samuel 17:40
3.SP--R Il Samuel 1:6

4 H-MM-RS Psam74:6
5.-XG--D Judges3:31
6.P-G Isaiah22:25
7.THR-SH-NG SL-DG-
8.S-WS [Kings7:9
9.Y-K- Matthew 11:29

|saiah 28:27

GIFTS FROM GOD

God has given each of His little creatures special
abilities. Hehasalso given each of Hischildren cer-
tain gifts or talents. The verse below tells us how
He wants usto use these gifts. Thewordsarein the
wrong order. Rearrange them so that they make
sense. The answer isin | Peter 4:10. " As God man
of every grace hath manifold received the gift of stew-
ards even good so as another minister to the one
same."
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YOUNG DANIEL
Daniel 1:1-7

Across
1 - A sweet, purple fruit - rhymeswith " Drum"
2 - Aman who rules over a country
3 - Opposite of in
7 - Young __ would only eat the food of his people.

Down
1- Ason of aking
4 - Opposite of old
5 - Daniel would not eat the King's
6 - The number that comes before eleven

Bible Riddle -

We live in holes,

We are dly animals
We spoil crops
Samson caught 300 of us
Who are we?
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