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PRINCIPLES and REASONS
JOHN the BAPTIST

and ELIJAH THE PROPHET

By: MoisésTorresM.

1. By what name or title was John the Baptist
prophesied inthe Old Testament?

ISAIAH 40:1-3: "Comfort ye, comfort yemy people,
saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and
cry unto her, that her warfareisaccomplished, that her
iniquity ispardoned: for shehath received of theLORD’ S
hand doublefor dl her sins. Thevoiceof himthat crieth
in the wilder ness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert ahighway for our God."

Later on Malachi prophecies about this same
mystery:

MALACHI 3:1-3: “Behold, | will send my messenger,
and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord,
whom ye seek, shall suddenly cometo histemple, even
the Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in:
behold, heshall come, saiththe LORD of hosts. But who
may abidethe day of hiscoming?and who shall stand
when heappeareth?for heislikearefiner’sfire, andlike
fullers soap: And heshall sit asarefiner and purifier of
slver: and heshdl purify thesonsof Levi, and purgethem
asgoldand silver, that they may offer untothe LORD an
offeringinrighteousness.” (Maachi 3:1-3).

NOTE: Both Isaiah and Malachi prophesied of John
the Baptist, who wasidentified in the New Testament as
“the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness”
ANNOUNCING the message of repentance and the
coming of theLord; not only for hisFirst coming, but so
about Hisreturntolsragl inthefuture: Thisstatement say's
that Hewill refinetheL evites(priests) and then they
will serve Him in righteousness. This of course will
not happen until the return of the Lord at his second
coming.
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2. Besidesmentioned as“thevoiceof himthat crieth
inthewilderness’ by what other namedid M alachi
prophesy about him?

MALACHI 4:5-6: “Behold, | will sendyou Elijahthe
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day
of theLORD: And heshall turnthe heart of thefathersto
thechildren, and the heart of thechildrento their fathers,
lest | comeand smitetheearthwithacurse.”

NOTE: Because of theseversesin the Old Testament,
the scribesand Phari seesand theteachersof | sradl thought
that Elijah had to comefirst, beforethe Messiah. And
they believed that thisElijah had to be the Tishbite; but
Jesus confirmed that John the Baptist wasthat Elijah to
come, and NOT the prophet of the Old Testament.

The Jews did not accept Jesus as the Messiah, and
they werelooking for excusesto ignore Him. And with
thisstatement inMdachi 4:5, they wereevenlesslikey to
accept him, sincefor them, Elijahthe Tishbite had to come
fird.

3. What did hisdisciples ask Jesus, and what was
hisanswer ?

MATTHEW 17:10-13: “And hisdisciplesasked him,
saying, Why then say thescribesthat Eliasmust first come?
And Jesusanswered and said unto them, Eliastruly shall
first come, and restoreall things. But | say unto you, that
Eliasiscomealready, and they knew him not, but have
doneunto himwhatsoever they listed. Likewiseshdl dso
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the Son of man suffer of them. Then the disciples
under stood that he spake unto them of Johnthe Baptist.”

4. Did John confess that he was not the prophet
Elijah when he was questioned by the priests and
Levites?

JOHN 1:19-23: “ And thisistherecord of John, when
the Jews sent priestsand L evitesfrom Jerusalem to ask
him, who art thou? And he confessed, and denied not; but
confessed, | am not the Christ. And they asked him, What
then?Art thou Elias?And hesaith, | am not. Art thou that
prophet?And heanswered, No. Then said they unto him,
Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that
sent us. What sayest thou of thyself?Hesaid, | amthe
voiceof onecrying inthewilderness, Make straight the
way of theL ord, assaid the prophet Esaias.”

5. Why then was John the Baptist called “ Elijah” ?

LUKE 1:11-17: “ And there gppeared unto him an angel
of theLord standing ontheright sdeof thedtar of incense.
Andwhen Zacharias saw him, hewastroubled, and fear
fell upon him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not,
Zacharias. for thy prayer isheard; and thy wife Elisabeth
shall bear thee ason, and thou shalt call hisname John.
And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall
rgjoiceat hisbirth. For heshall begreat inthesight of the
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and
he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his
mother’swomb. And many of thechildren of Isragl shall
heturntotheLord their God. And heshall go beforehim
inthespirit and power of Elias, toturnthe heartsof the
fathersto the children, and the disobedient to thewisdom
of thejust; to makeready apeopleprepared for theLord.”

NOTE: Thisiswhy Jesus mentioned John asElijahin
Hisresponseto Hisdisciplesin Matthew 17:12. Both
Elijah and Johnwere provided by Godwithasmilar spirit
and virtue. Bothwerevery powerful prophetswho faced
very difficult Stuationsto announce God'sjustice.
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The Truth About Swearing Of Oaths

Bond Tennant

In the Old Testament, the swearing of oaths was
permitted. See Genesis24:3, 8, 9; 26:28 and Leviticus
5:4. However, our Lord Jesustold Hisdisciplesnot to
swear. “Again, yehave heard that it hath been said by
them of oldtime, Thou shalt not forswear thysdlf, but shall
perform unto the Lord thine oaths: But | say untoyou,
Swear notatall....” (Matthew 5:33-34). "But let your
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is
more than these cometh of evil" (verse 37). Thesame
teachingisfoundin James5:12. “But aboveadl things, my
brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the
earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yeabeyesa;
and your nay, nay; lest yefall into condemnation.” Also
seell Corinthians1:17-20. Rather than swearing, the
truth may be affirmed. “And when she knew Peter’s
voice, she opened not the gatefor gladness, but ranin,
and told how Peter stood beforethe gate. Andthey said
unto her, Thou art mad. But she congtantly affirmed that
it waseven so. Then said they, It ishisangel” (Acts
12:14-15).

Thechild of Godisadmonishedtofulfill hiswords, to
speak thetruthinlove, and to live up to what he saysor
promises. “But speaking thetruthinlove, may grow up
into himin all things, which isthe head, even Christ”
(Ephesians4:15). “Lienot oneto another, seeing that ye
have put off theold manwith hisdeeds’ (Colossans3:9).

Thetruetestimony to hisfellow manisthe child of
God'slifeand everyday walk. Thechild of Godisto
"...lead aquiet and peaceablelifein all godliness and
honesty” (I Timothy 2:2).

Children of God haveahighregard for truth. They
must not follow the world in having atime for being
“especidly truthful.” No oath can makean untruth true!
The simplest truth does not need strong wordsto makeit
stand.
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DOCTRINAL
POINTS OF

Doctrinal Point 1
Reflectionsonthe Doctrinal
Pointsof the Church of God
(7thDay) Sdem, WV

Contributed

GrenadaWest Indies

GOD'S HOLY WORD

Salem, West Virginia
Disdamer:

These series of articles are intended to reflect, as
presented by the Word of God, (King JamesVersion),
on thedocument “ Doctrina Pointsof the Church of God
(7" Day), Salem, West Virginia. Itisnot theintention of
the author to bring any new light or provide any new
doctrind point. Theseareonly thereflectionsof theauthor
based on research into the Word of God and does not
place any responsibility or accountability on the
organizationfor what iswrittenhherein.

For the purpose of thesereflections, “ doctring” will
be defined asteachingsor belief. It isimportant to note
that for us, called out to be Saints, theWord of Godisthe
standard by whichwewill bejudged. The Church of God
did not ceaseto exist Sinceit wasestablished by our Lord
Jesus, in30AD, for Hesaid in Matthew 16:18, “...and
thegatesof hell shal not prevail againgtit” (the Church).

Introduction:

Today the term Church of God is used by many
denominationsand groups, which createsconfusion. We
must remember that “...God isnot theauthor of confusion,
but of peace, asinal churchesof thesaints’, according
to 1 Corinthians 14:33. All these churches are of an
American origin, except the Church of God (7" Day)
Salem. Please notethat oneway of differentiating these
churchesisby adding the headquarterscity to the name,
asaprefix or suffix. Reigioushistorians, intheir research
"Censusof ReligiousBodies’ (1936) on page 24, states,
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“The Church of God (seventh day) was organized in
separate church organi zationsin this country soon after
thelanding of the Pilgrims; who cameherefrom London,
England, in 1620, at whichtimetherewereknownto be
sevenloca churchesinLondon”. Theaffirmation of these
researchersdefinitely putsclosureto thenon-American
origin of thisorganization. Our European brethren “came
to Rhodeldand at that timeand later to Connecticut from
England, Holland, Bohemiaand Moravia Fromtheseparts
they spreadtotheorigina thirteen (13) Statesand thento
the other statesasthey became part of the United States.
The Church was reorganized in 1933 at Salem, West
Virginia, at which timeitsgovernment wasbrought into
harmony with that of thefirst Church, which continues
until today” .

Doctrina Point #1

“TheBible, Old and New Testaments, isinspired as
no other writingis, andiscomplete, infalibleand expresses
God'scompletewill toman™.

IN2Tim 3:16-17 theWord of God says, “ All scripture
are given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instructionin
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works”. Inthe afore-
mentioned verses, theApostle Paul wasadmonishing“his
son” Timothy to continuein thethingsthat he haslearned
and hasbeen assured of fromachildintheHoly Scriptures,
which areableto make him wise unto salvation through
faithwhichisin Christ Jesus, verses14 and 15.

TheApostlePeter dsoin hiswritingstellsus, according
toll Peter 1:20—21, “Knowing thisfirgt, that no prophecy
of the scriptureisof any privateinterpretation. For the
prophecy camenotinoldtimeby thewill of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost”. These verses do not need to be explained.
Smilarly, thosedsoinHebrews1: 1-2, which state, “ God,
who a sundry timesand in diversmannersspakeintime
past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in theselast
days spoken unto usby his Son, whom he hath appointed
heir of al things, by whom aso hemadetheworlds’.

We seein the Word of God various examples of the
Word of God being givento holy menfrom God, anditis
enough to quote only afew instances. For example, in
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Jeremiah 36: 1,2 and 4 the Bible says, “ And it cameto
passin the fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah
king of Judah, that thisword came unto Jeremiah from
the LORD, saying, Taketheearoll of abook, and write
thereinall thewordsthat | have spoken unto theeagaingt
Isradl, and against Judah, and againgt dl thenations, from
theday | spake unto thee, from the daysof Josiah, even
untothisday ... Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of
Neriah: and Baruchwrotefrom themouth of Jeremiahdl
thewordsof the LORD, which he had spoken unto him,
uponaroll of abook.” InExodus24:4itissadthat “Moses
wroteal thewordsof theLORD, androseup early inthe
morning ....” Wedsofindasimilar contextin Danigl 12:
4, and Revelation 1:1, to nameafew.

David, the prophet of God, in Psalm 12:6 explainsto
usthe character of theWord of God when hesays, “ The
wordsof the LORD arepurewords:. assilver triedina
furnace of earth, purified seventimes.” Hecontinuesin
Psalm 19:7-14, “The law of the LORD is perfect,
converting the soul: thetestimony of the LORD issure,
making wisethe simple. The statutes of the LORD are
right, rgjoicing the heart: the commandment of theLoORD
ispure, enlightening theeyes. Thefear of the LORD is
clean, enduring for ever: thejudgmentsof the LORD are
true and righteous atogether. Moreover by themisthy
servant warned: and in keeping of them thereis great
reward. Who can understand hiserrors? cleansethou me
from secret faults.”

David continuesto makehissupplicationto God: “Keep
back thy servant also from presumptuoussins; let them
not have dominion over me: thenshall | beupright, and |
shall beinnocent from the great transgression. L et the
words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be
acceptableinthy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my
redeemer.” The Servant of the L ord continuesexplaining
in Psalm 119: 40, 105 when he says, “Behold, | have
longed after thy precepts: quicken meinthy righteousness
... Thy wordisalamp unto my feet, and alight unto my

path.”

During their sojourn in the wilderness, Moses the
servant of the Most High, warns the people of Israel
from God in Deuteronomy 4:2 that, “ Ye shall not add
unto the word which | command you, neither shall ye
diminishought fromit, thet yemay kegpthecommandments
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of the LORD your God which | command you.” He
continues in chapter 12:32 that, “...thou shalt not add
thereto, nor diminishfromit.” Joshua, the successor of
Moses, wasinstructed by God to be*...thou strong and
very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all the law, which Moses my servant
commanded thee: turn not fromit to theright hand or to
theleft, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.
Thisbook of thelaw shall not depart out of thy mouth;
but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou
mayest observetodo accordingtodl that iswrittentherein:
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then
thou shalt have good success’ (Joshua1:7-8). Much more
canbesaid.

In Deuteronomy 6: 5-7 we aretold how we grow our
children, our blessingsfrom God, inhisWord: “ And thou
shalt lovethe LORD thy God with all thine heart, and
withdl thy soul, and with al thy might. And thesewords,
which | command theethisday, shall bein thine heart:
Andthou shat teach them diligently untothy children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and
whenthouwalkest by theway, and whenthouliest down,
andwhenthourisest up”.

Today, wearewarned in Revelation 22: 18-19 from
the Almighty God, “For | testify unto every man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of thisbook, If any
man shall add unto thesethings, God shall add unto him
the plaguesthat arewritten in thisbook: Andif any man
shall take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book
of life, and out of the holy city, and from thethingswhich
arewritteninthisbook.” Godisconsistent; theWord
saysinMalachi 3:6,“For | antheLORD, | changenot...”
These versestell us of the unchangeable nature of the
Most High, and isconsistent through the Bible.

In Isaiah 55:11 the human race iswarned by God,
“So shdl my word bethat goeth forth out of my mouth: it
shdl not return unto mevoid, but isshall accomplishthat
which| please, andit shal prosper inthething whereto |
sentit.” Isaiah continuesto admonish usin chapter 45:23
from God: “| have sworn by myself, thewordisgoneout
of my mouthin righteousness, and shall not return, That
unto meevery kneeshdl bow, every tongue shall swear.”
Concerning the nature of God'sWord, wearealsotoldin
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chapter 40:8, “ Thegrasswithereth, theflower fadeth: but
theword of our God shdll stand for ever”. Inthiscontext,
the phrase“for ever” doesnot haveaduration of time.

Inthe New Testament, in the book of Matthew 24:35,
our Lord and Master says, “Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my words shall not pass away.” We must
remember that in relation to Hiswords He said that the
wordsthat He speak are not His, but Hiswho sent Him,
and thisis consistent with the prophecy of Mosesin
Deuteronomy 18:18 when he said of the Lord, “I will
raisethem up aProphet from among their brethren, like
unto thee, and will put my wordsin hismouth; and he
shall speak untothemall that 1 shal command him. Andit
shall cometo pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto
my wordswhich heshall speak inmy name, | will require
itof him.” Similar wordsappear inMark13:31. Thesame
thought isexpressed in | Peter 1: 25, when theApostle
Peter, under theinspiration of God says, “ But theword of
theLord endurethfor ever. And thisistheword which by
the gospel ispreached untoyou.”

In relation to the validity of the Word of God, our
Lord spakein John 5:39, “ Search the scriptures; for in
themyethink yehaveeternd life: andthey arethey which
testify of me.” Ensuring that Hisdisciplesunderstood these
written words, the Saviour also explainedin Luke24: 27,
“...beginning a Mosesand al the prophets, heexpounded
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning
himsdf.”

Wearewarned intheWord of God, inll Peter 3:9-11
that, "TheLordisnot slack concerning hispromise, as
somemen count dackness; but islongsufferingtous-ward,
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come
to repentance. But the day of the Lord will comeasa
thief inthenight; inthewhichthe heavensshal passaway
with agreat noise, and thedementssha | met with fervent
hest, the earth also and theworksthat aretherein shall be
burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be
dissolved, what manner of personsought yetobeinal
holy conversation and godliness'. May the Most High
grant unto usHisLove, Mercy and Grace. Amen.
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Things God Wants
L 1 Youto Know

Adapted fromaTract
1
You are a sinner and cannot save your self.

“For al have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23).

"Not by works of righteousnesswhich we have done,
but according to hismercy he saved us, by thewashing of
regeneration, and renewing of theHoly Ghogt” (Titus3:5).

2.
Jesus Christ hasalready provided theway of salvation.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave hisonly
begotten Son, that whosoever believethin him should not
perish, but haveeverlagting life’ (John 3:16).

“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, thejust
for theunjust, that hemight bring usto God, being put to
death intheflesh, but quickened by the Spirit” (I Peter
3:18).

3.

You must repent of your sins, confessthemand forsake
them.

“If weconfessour sins, heisfaithful andjusttoforgive
usour sins, andto cleanseusfrom |l unrighteousness’ (1
John 1:9).

“Hethat covereth hissinsshall not prosper: but whoso
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confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy”
(Proverbs28:13).

4.
Acceptance or refusal determinesyour destiny.

“Hethat believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and
hethat believeth not the Son shall not seelife; but the
wrath of God abiedethonhim” (John 3:36).

“How shall weescape, if weneglect sogreat sdvation;
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto usby themthat heard him” (Hebrews
2:3).

i Aé o
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LIFE without loveinitislikeaheap of ashesupona
deserted hearth--with thefire dead, thelaughter stilled,
andthelight extinguished. Itislikeawinter landscape--
with the sun hidden, the flowersfrozen, and thewind
whispering through the withered leaves. God knowswe
need dl theunsdfishlovethat can cometous. For loveis
seldom unsdlfish. Thereisusually themotiveandtheprice.
Do you remember William Morris and how his life was
lived, hisfortune spent, hishands busied--in the service of
others? He was the father of the settlement movement,
of co-operative homes for working people, and of the arts
and crafts revival in our day. He was a “soldier of the
common good.”  After he was gone his life began to
grow in radiance and power, like abeacon set high upon a
dangerousshore. Inthetwilight of hisdayshewrote what
| like to think was his creed--and mine: “1’m going your
way, so let usgo hand in hand. You help meand I'll help
you. We shall not be here very long, for soon death, the
kind old nurse, will come back and rock usall tosleep. Let
us help one another while we may.”-Frank P. Tebbetts

From Elbert Hubbard’s Scrap Book
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TRUE HAPPINESS

Carnal men have some very mistaken ideas of real
happiness. It isvainto be expected without being made
truly holy. But what arich variety of blessngsthe gospel
providesfor thefollowersof Chrigt, amidst their numerous
SOrrows, persecutions, reproaches, fearsand dangers, to
animateand encouragetheir righteousdesiresby faithand
hope. Marve ousisthehappinessthat il radiatesthrough
eventearsof sorrow and disappoi ntment because of the
enjoyment of God and the Holy Spirit in their lives.
Christians are saddened when brethren leave them.
Chrigtiansaredisgppointed when friendsbecomedidoya
andturnaway fromthetruth. Theloveof aChrigtian cannot
beturned off and on likewater inafaucet. It growsdowly
to perfection, and then loved ones depart; great isthe
wound that is rendered to the loving heart. Still the
Christian canlovehisenemies, blessthem that cursehim,
do good to them that hate him and pray for them that
despitefully usehim and persecute him. " That ye may be
the children of your Father which isin heaven: for he
maketh hissun to riseon the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain onthejust and ontheunjust. For if yelove
themwhichloveyou, what reward haveye?do not even
the publicansthe same?And if ye salute your brethren
only, what do ye more than others? do not even the
publicansso?Beyetherefore perfect, even asyour Father
whichisinhavenisperfect” (Matthew 5:44-48).

Thisisperfect love. Thisisthetrue happinessfor God
that becomes deeply rooted in the heart of every true
Chrigian. Thisloveiswhat congtitutestrue happinessand
cannot be erased from heart and mind. Let this
cong deration quicken and animate every reader toamore
seriousand exact attention to God and Hislove. Thenlet
usconformto every word of truthand love.

A CHRISTIAN'S HEART
WILL BURN WITH THE FIRE
OF GOD,

OR HIS CONSCIENCE
WILL BURN WITH CONVICTION.
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THE SABBATH ISFAMILY A!”
Reprinted

We know from theword of God that the Sabbathisa
weekly day of rest from our mental and physical labor” —
our spiritual refreshment and refinement. We know that
the Sabbath is a sign between God and His people —
FAMILY! Weknow also that God has commanded us
tomeetin Holy Convocation on* The Sabbath Day” to
worshipHimandfdlowshipwith—*TheFamily.” (Geness
2:2-3; Hebrews4:4; Exodus 20:8-11; Exodus 31:12-17,
Leviticus23:1-3; Hebrews 10:24-25).

The purpose of this outlineisto study some of the
spiritua sgnificanceand substanceof “ The Sabbath Day!”

WHAT IT MEANS!

That God created us, we did not create ourselves,
andthat God created usina“FAMILY STATE” (God's
plain relationship) not an estranged nor adversaria state
or relationship. Whenwemeet in Holy Convocation on
“TheSabbath Day,” thisGod' splainrdationshipisrestored
(in part) to the Human family, by thosewho are begotten
members of the God Family —which isthe Church of
God and the Body of Christ! (Genesis1:26-27; Genesis
2:24; Colossians 3:19-25; Galatians 3:26-29; Galatians
6: 15-16; Romans 2:28-29).

WHAT IT FORE-SHADOWS

God’'s Holy Weekend Sabbath foreshadows a
thousand years of restoration, re-education and
reconciliation of mankind (The Human Family) and
mankind with The God Family (Father, Jesus Christ and
Saints). It foreshadowsthelast thousand yearsof human
history, incontrast tothefirg six thousand, whenthehuman
family lost God's plain rel ationship because of Satan and
Sin. It aso foreshadows the return of the great Jesus
Christ (saintswith Him) to re-establish the government
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and set up theKi ngdo of God — earth!

The primary purpose of the Kingdom of God isto
expand the Family of God, ad-infinitum. (Genesis1:26-
28; Genesis2:16-17; Genesis3:1-7; | Thessdonians3:13,
Revdation17:14; Isaiah 2:3).

WHAT ITULTIMATELY FULFILLS

Theweekly Holy Sabbath actually representseternity
(aneternd rest) and thefulfillment of God'sdivinepurpose
and plan, whichisto expand Hisfamily and makeit full; a
family of many individuals, with diversity, variety and
contrast inthefamily —but without any prejudice, partidity
or animosity towardsany member of “ TheFamily!” The
Sabbath a so representsand fulfill sthe steps of the plan:
from the Human Family to the Church Family to the God
Family! According to the Word and Will of God, the
Sabbath pictures, foreshadowsand isultimately going to
fulfill an eternity of Love, Joy and Peace—fullnessof joy
and righteous pleasurefor evermore! (Genesis2:1-3;
Exodus20:8-11; Psalm 16:11; | Thessalonians4:13-17;
| Corinthians 15:50-54; Revelation 21:1-7)

“ALL" INTHEFAMILY AND“ALL"!!!

From Genesisthrough Reveation God reved sHishaly,
righteous, wonderful, magnificent divine FAMILY
PURPOSEAND PLAN! Hereveasthrough theweekly
Sabbath the very purpose and reason we were created
and placed on the earth: to learn “How To Live’ ina
FAMILY and asaFAMILY. That iswhy we say —the
SABBATHIisFAMILY —“DAY!” WhenwekeepitHaly,
theweekly Sabbath providesuswith aforetaste of eternity
and gives us aglimpse of how we aregoingtolivein
eternity: Inadivine® Family Relationship” (basedonLove)
with our Father, our Brother and one another infullness
of Joy and righteous Pleasure, for therest of eternity!

GOD SAYSTOPROVEALL THINGS
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DON'T TAKE GOD FOR GRANTED
Reprinted

The expression “soft touch” is used to describe
someonewho can easily betalked into aloan or gift of
money. Oftenitisto pay thepriceto bail someoneout of
ajam hehasgotten himself into.

The presence of a soft touch among one’'s
acquai ntancesisan encouragement to carelessliving: “ Do
not worry, so and so isalwaysgood for abuck! Hewill
comethrough inapinch, and no questions asked.”

Unfortunately, andto their own peril, many peopleview
God asasoft touch--that “ Somebody up there” who will
help out if you ever get into apinch.

True, God will help you out--and you aredready ina
pinchif you havenot taken Hiswarning serioudly: “ ...the
wagesof snisdeath...” (Romans6:23); and the greatest
snisunbeief: Hewho believeson Christ, God’'sSon, is
not condemned. but hewho doesnot believeiscondemned

aready.

Asthe Creator of al peopleand asthe ultimatejudge
of everyone, God does not cease to be righteous, holy
and demanding. “All havesinned; al fall short of God's
gloriousided.” Atthesametime, however, wecanindeed
begrateful that he hasalready paidthe priceto deliver us
from thewrath of Hisjudgment because of our sins.

TheBible specifically emphas zesthisfact: “ But when
thetime camefor thekindnessand love of God our Savior
to appear, then He saved us--not because we were good
enough to be saved, but because of His kindness and

pity.”

That characteristic of God'sdealing with usisperfectly
exemplified at the crosswhere Jesusdied for our Sins. As
He suffered death on the cross, He did not curse those
who had placed Himthere. Rather, He uttered thisprayer
to God: “...Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do...” (Luke23:34).

We must forever rid oursel ves of any notion that we
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deserve God'sfavor or that we can somehow earn our
standing with Him: “ Because of Hiskindnessyou have
been saved through trusting Christ, And eventrustingis
not of yourselves; ittooisagift from God. Savationis
not areward for the good we have done, so none of us
cantakeany creditforit.”

Our self-assurance may cause usto imaginethat we
can earn our standing with God, but that route leadsonly
away fromHim--forever.

He hasmercy, however, for thosewho are painfully
aware of their need for Him and know that they do not
deserveHisforgivenessand salvation.

If you sensewithin you at thismoment aneed for God,
just tell Him so and trust Jesus Christ who died for your
sn. If youdoit now, you can becomeamember of God's
family.

Yes, God istender, kind, and compassionate, but He
isno soft touch. Hedoesask questions: “Doyou believe
inChrist my Son? Haveyou accepted Him personally as
your Saviour?’

Another day is
a blessing.

Don't take it
for granted.
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THE FOLLY OF SIN

"Wearecommitting afolly inthoughtlessness.” thisis
the opinion of Dr. Albert Schweitzer. healso said, "We
must muster theinsight, the seriousnessand the courage
toleavefolly andtofaceredlity."

Thereisagreat deal of truth in these words, and a
preacher might well weavetheminto achalenging sermon.
Itisnot toodifficult to seehow suchwordscan easily fit
intotherealm of spiritua truth and gpplication.

However, Dr. Shweitzer was not thinking a ong those
lines. Hewasthinking of peril onthephyscd levd, ralling
aprotest-voiceagainst theexpressionsof physical power
intheareaof nuclear explosionsand thedegreesof radio-
active"fall-outs." Hiswordsform part of avery earnest
andsincere" declaration of conscience’ which haséttracted
seriousattentionin many partsof our world.

We do not say that the doctor iswrong. We do not
minimizethephysica dangers, nor desireto keep silence
beforethe stalking of theserace annihilator spectors.

But theremust dwaysbetheneed for apressing through
to the heart of the heart of the matter -- What the Word
of God says-- aboil on the surface testifiesto poison
underneath. Theroot of today'srestlessnesswill befound
inspiritua redlities, and onemust dwaysget back tothe
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primeissue: "...asby onemansinenteredinto theworld,
anddeethby an..." (Romans5:12). (Snisthetransgression
of God'slaw.)

If sin- Sin- SIN! - were underscoring the headlines,
reports, protestsand problems, then these thingswould
be seeing their truelight, traced clear back tothesinwhich
isthefountain-head.

"Fally inthoughtlessness' are sobering wordsindeed.
Oneisdriven back to that supreme question presented
by the L ord Jesusconcerning Himsdlf: "...What think ye
of Chrigt?..." (Matthew 22:42), and thefolly of manis
full-facedinthisfailuretofacetheproblem of hissnand
the Person of the Sin-bearer. No atomic mushroom cloud
will cause asgreat fear and trembling asthe prospect of
"seeing your friendsenter the kingdom of God and you
yoursdlf thrust out.” Or astheApostle Judesaysit: "...the
blackness of darknessforever” (verse 13) for thosewho
--too late-- redlizethat inlifethey havetraveled tothe
height, not according to theWord of God, but to the summit
of thoughtlessness, scaling the peak of folly! All other
questions pass away before the gates of the Holy City
and the answers thereto seem so easy to accept if you
wish to enter -- "keep the commandments.” -- Jesus,
(Matthew 19:17).

Beyond hydrogen: DEATH. Let it be stated that way,
asto stir thethinking. No danger so great asforgetting
eternity in thetumult of time. Thosewordsof Schweitzer,
"wemust faceredity" arefraught with solemnmeaningin
thelight of thelifeto come, and oh! but that they might
sink deep and deeper yet. Theacknowledgment of present
spiritual peril and the desperate necessity of apersonal
link with the L ord Jesusthrough the connectinglink -- the
Word of God -- should betop topic for today'sthinking.
Thegreatest danger comesnot from physical explosion
but spiritud retreat. The heart closed against theclamsof
thecrucified. "Come now, and let usreason together..."
(Isaiah 1:18) isthe declaration of One Greater than all,
and there must bethe personal subscription thereunto for
spiritual benefit and eternal assurance. Folly or faith, sin
or obedience, Satan or Jesus Christ, death or life eternal
-- think on thesetremendousthings!
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BIBLE

Answer: God permitted sin to enter theworld so that
Hishumean creaturesmight, by experience, learntheterrible
resultsof disobedienceto Hislaw. In Genesis3:22we
read, “...the LORD God said, Behold, themanisbecome
asoneof us, toknow goodandevil...” The“us’ referred
tointhisstatement isthe sameasin Genesis 1:26, where
the Creator isquoted assaying, “...Let USmakemanin
our image, after our likeness: andlet them havedominion
over thefish of the sea, and over thefowl of theair, and
over the cattle, and over al the earth, and over every
cregpingthing that cregpeth upontheearth.” Thereference
isto God and Hisbeloved Son, the L ogos, or “Word,”

who co-operated with His heavenly Father in all the
creativework. “All thingsweremade by him; and without
him was not any thing made that was made.”

Theheavenly Father and His beloved Son foreknew
what theterribleresults of disobedienceto divinelaw
would be; but Adam did not know, although he had been
told that hewould die astheresult of sin. God and the
Logos knew also that the human race could gain this
information fully, only by being permitted to experienceit.
So when Adam and Eve sinned the Creator observed
(Genesis3:22) that they had “...become asone of us, to
know good and evil”; that is, they weredestined to acquire
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ANSWERS

thisinformation becausethey had embarked uponacourse
whereby they would learn these lessons by experience.

Adam and Eve, in the Garden of Eden, experienced
“good” for ashort time; although, having known nothing
else, they perhapsdid not fully appreciate the blessings
whichtheir Creator had provided for them. After they
sinned, they weredriven out of that garden home, and it
wasthen that they began to experienceevil. Being perfect
to begin with, they lived for hundreds of years; and
probably much of that time during theseyearsthey were
freefrom severe physicd pain, dthoughfiguratively, they
did eat their bread by the sweat of their face.

But finally death took itstoll, and our first parents
returned to the earth from which they weretaken. Since
then, throughout the centuries, generation after generation
has likewise suffered and died. Some good has been
experienced by many, but for themost part it hasbeen a
long dark night of weeping during which evil hasbeen
experienced by al amost continuoudy. Davidwroteabout
this, saying, “.... weeping may endurefor anight, but joy
comethinthemorning” (Psalm 30:5).

Answer: Letusquote Matthew 17:1-2, “ And after six
days Jesustaketh Peter, James, and John hisbrother, and
bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, And was
transfigured before them: and hisfacedid shineasthe
sun, and hisraiment waswhiteasthelight.”

Thetransfiguration scenecontains, in miniatureALL
thedementsof thefuture of theKingdom of God, through
manifestation. JesusChristisnotin humiliation, butin
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glory (11 Peter 1:17 first clause).

Thetransfiguration of Jesustook place onthe slopes
of Mount Hermon [Sion] (Deuteronomy 4:48). Itisproof
andisvitdly reaedtodl thewords Jesushad beentelling
hisdisciples. Jesushad accepted Peter’sgreat confesson
astoHisDivinePerson, and now, invison of glory, comes
Mosesand Elijah to speak with Him. Then comesthe
voice of Jesus' Father saying: “...Thisismy beloved
son, in whom | am well pleased; HEAR YE HIM”
(Matthew 17:5).

Jesus had taught them particularly of Hisapproaching
death. Luketestifiesof thisin (9:31) and affirms, “ ...of
his decease which he should accomplish at
Jerusalem.” Jesushad predicted Hisreturnin glory,
and now, as Peter afterwardsdeclared, Jesusgivesthe
disciplesaforetaste or what that glory would be.

What is meant by the statement: “He was
transfigured beforethem.” Itissurely an experience
quitedifferent from that of Moseson Mount Sinai. The
face of Mosesshonewith areflected light, but inthe case
of Jesus, aglory fromwithin burstsforth and radiatesHis
wholeBeing, until not only Hisfacebut Hisvery garments
are radiant with a dazzling light. Matthew has been
picturingto usthelifeof Jesus. Itisasif amonarch has
beenwalking indisguise, only occasionally beneath His
humble garment hasbeen reved ed aglimpse of kingship.
But herefor an hour, the disguiseiswithdrawn and the
King appearsin Hisreal mgesty and intheregal splendor
of HisDivineglory.

Jesus had taken three of Hisdiscipleswith Himinto
the sacred Mount Hermon, Peter, Jamesand John. They
weretowitnessthe startling change of thetransfiguration,
which brought about the change of Jesus into grandeur,
“...behold, there appeared unto them Moses and
Eliastalkingwith him” (v.3). Thesetwo great |eaders
of peoplewerechosenfor their mysterious passagefrom
one placeto another. Moses isto represent the Law of
God and Elijahto represent theministersof theLaw. Both
these men had pointed forward, intheir work, by symbol
and prediction to theatoningwork of Christ. Thesetwo
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men could spesk with Jesusintdl ligently concerning things
that must cometo pass. Thentoo, thesetwo persondlities
had been prepared by their experiences, to understand
the grace of God. Therefore, Moses and Elijah could
comprehend the LOVE OF GOD inthegreat gift of His
Son. Another thought, about these two great prophets,
concerning the Reaping Phase of Christ’s Second Advent
isthat Moseswas arepresentative of the redeemed who
had been deeping inthe grave, and have been caught up
tomeet theLordintheair. They have passed from degth
unto life(Matthew 13:43; Luke 9:31-32). Elijah stands
for those saintsthat are alivewhen the Lord appearsin
the clouds. They are changed from mortality to
immortdity. They enter theKingdom by transfiguration (I
Corinthians15:51,52; | Thessalonians4:17).

Peter, James and John, not glorified representatives
(for themoment) of |sradl inthefleshinthefuturekingdom
(Ezekiel 37:21-27). Then the multitude at the foot of
Mount Hermon, who will be brought into the Kingdom
afteritisestablished (Isaiah 11:10-12). Then Peter makes
hisremarkinwhichhesays: “...Lord, it isgood for us
to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three
tabernacles; onefor thee, and onefor M oses, and
one for Elias’ (Matthew 17:4). Peter is not to be
ridiculed. Herealized the blessedness of thisexperience,
however, clumsily heexpressedit. Hisdesireonly was
toprolong suchan ecstaticvison. Inspiteof histhoughts,
hewishesto continuein such ablissful companionship,
Thetimehad comewhen those who wished to know the
nature and will of God, could find them completely and
finaly revealedin Jesus, our Lord and Master.

No less important are the messages of the
transfiguration for ustoday. They aretoremind usof our
faithin Him, asthey now behold Hisglory, they can be
transformed into the same image. You and | can be
transformed, not by an outward imitation of Jesusbut by
the operation of an inner power. “...but be ye
transfor med by therenewing of your mind” (Romans
12:2). We also read in Colossians 1:13: “Who hath
delivered USfrom the power of darkness, and hath
TRANSLATED us into the kingdom of his dear
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Son.” Wewill becaughtup ... “tomeet theLord in
theair.” Butthesplendor of thisscenewill beembodied
and centered inthemagjestic form and radiant face of the
returning triumphant King.

Question: What isthe difference between the terms
mortal andimmortal ?

Answer: Mortad meanssubject to death. Immortal means
not subject to death.

Question: Will you please comment on theterm day?

Answer: Theterm day, both in the Scripturesand in
common usage, though most frequently used to represent
aperiod of twelve or twenty-four hours, can dso signify
any definite or specia period of time. For instancewe
speak of Noah'sday, L uther’sday, Washington'sday. In
the Bibletheentiretimeof Creationiscalledaday. In
Genesis2:4 weread, “ These arethe generations of the
heavensand of the earth when they were created, inthe
day that the L ORD God madetheearth and the heavens.”

Question: Will you pleasedefinesnand evil? Dothey
meanthesame?

Answer: Sinisawaysanevil, butanevil isnot awaysa
sin. An earthquake, aflood or apestilencewould bea
calamity, anevil, but none of thesewould besins.

“Whaosoever committeth sintransgresseth also thelaw:
for snisthetransgression of thelaw” (1 John 3:4).

> TUDY

TO SHOW
ITHYSELE

APPROVED
UNTO GOD,

A WORKMAN

THAT NEEDETH NOT

TCO BE ASHAMED.
2 TIMOTHY 2:15
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Theglimpsewe have of the perfect city, New Jerusa-
lem, may look different to you thantheway | seeit. In
fact, agood speaker can give meentirely different pic-
turesthan | can obtain by reading and studying abut it.

The picture today is one given to us by the Apostle
Johnontheldand of Patmos. Heiscalled John the Rev-
elator because hewrote" The Revelation of Jesus Chrig,
which God gaveunto him,” to us (Hisservants) -- (Rev-
eation1:1; 21:9-27).

The Apostle John's view was the holy City, New
Jerusalem -- TheBride-- TheLamb'swife. That wasa
beautiful glimpse of thehomeof thesaints. For wearedl
likeAbraham "who |looked for acity, whose builder and
maker isGod." We, thesaints, will becaught upintothis
City of Godwhen Jesusreturns. Themarriageof theLamb
will come. Will you bethereinyour wedding garment?

John'sview wasfrom agreat and high mountain. We
might say John wasgetting abird'seyeview fromsucha
distance. John said he saw "...that great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having
theglory of God..." (Revelation 21:10-11).

The City, "was like unto a stone most precious” --
very brilliant. It"...had awall great and high, and had
twelve gates, and at the gatestwel ve angel's, and names
written thereon, which arethe names of thetwelvetribes
of thechildren of Israel” (verse 12).

There were gates three on each side. There was no
templ e therein because Jesus, the Lamb, wasthere. He
madeupalivingtemple.

Read these versesin Goodspeed'strandation: "The
city was square, itslength the same as its breadth. He
measured the city with hisrod, and it was 12,000 fur-
longs. Itslength, breadth and height werethesame...the
city was puregold astransparent glass.” - (Revelation
21:16-19).

Themost important part of thispicture, | think, isits
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shining radiance, areflection of God'sglory with Jesus
andtheglorified beings. What awonderful hopeto have,
to have Christ asour persona Saviour and havethegrace
of God upon us to say, "Well done, come up hither!"
whether weareawake or aseepin Christ.

70x7

Matrt. 18:22
If you have been hurt by maliciousgossip or by words
spokenin anger, you know thedifficulty of obeying Jesus
command to forgive seventy timesseven. Nevertheless,
thereare good reasonsfor accepting thewise counsel of
Jesus.

Medical scienceisuncovering evidencethat grudges
and other emotiond junk harm one'shedth. TheHolistic
Healing of God can not heal if we have not emptied
ourselvesof every bit of avarice, or parsmony. Assorted
illsranging from heart diseaseto hypertension have been
traced toanunforgiving spirit. Without question, bitterness
isharmful to one' shedlth.

Theeffect of unforgivenesson one sspiritua condition
isevenmoreserious. Jesusingstedthat unlessweforgive
our neighborsand even our enemies, the Father in heaven
will not pardon our sins. The Lord was not driving a
shrew bargain with Hisfollowers. Hewanted themto
learn a profound spiritual truth, that the person who
choosesto be controlled by revenge shuts off hislifeto
God'sforgivinglove.

AsJesus approached Hisfinal journey to Jerusalem,
He spoketo Hisdisciplesabout theimportance of building
strong relationshipswithin HisChurch. Selfish attitudes
should make way for the humble serving of others.
Brotherhood and group prayer were to mark Church
gatherings. Forgiveness must overcome the spirit of
revenge. Livinginthismanner would bring blessngtothe
Body of Christ and to the glory of the Father and His
Son.

--Reprinted
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Imaginean animal that can survivewithout water, can
withstand 300-degree temperatures, can live without
oxygen, can survivethe vacuum of space, can survive
amogt any amount and kind of radiation, and can hibernate
for decades. Thisisnot sciencefiction; itisananimal
phylum known astardigrades, often called “water bears.”
Thereareasmany as 1,200 speciesof tardigrades, and
they liveall over the Earth.

In 2007 scientists put two species of tardigradesin
containersand launched theminto orbit and opened them
upto cold, airlessgpacewith no protection from punishing
radiation of the Sun and stars. When the tardigrades
returned to Earth, they were alive, and they are still
producing offspring that area so alive and reproducing.

Theseanimasaremicroscopic, about haf amillimeter
long when fully grown. Under amicroscope, they look
like acombination of achubby bear and asingle-eyed
alien. They have legs but no circulatory system or
skeleton. Inextremeenvironmenta conditions, they curl
up and enter asurvival mode called cryptobiosis. When
conditionsimprove, they reviveand resumetheir normal
lifeprocesses. They eat algae and aguatic plants.

Scientists have studied the tardigrade genome and
foundwaystoimprovecrop surviva inbad weather. The
United States government has allotted $5 million to
scientistsattempting to find waysto protect vaccinesand
human blood using what they learn from the genome of
tardigrades. Other usesinclude preserving organsfor
transplant and producing asunscreenthat protectsagainst
ultraviolet raysaswell asreducing radiation damagein
cancer treatment methods.

The devel opment of life on Earth has not been ahit-
or-missprocess. Assciencelooksat smaler and smaller
thingsthat our technology alowsusto see, weredizethat
thereisawholeworld of carefully designed microscopic
plants and animal sthat form the base of theanimalswe
CAN see. Every timewelook into theworld around us,
we see that a wonder-working hand guided by an
intelligence far beyond our own has gone before and
provided for our well-being. Thanksto technology, we
realizethat now morethan ever before.
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The Weakness of God

By David Del_ong

In| Corinthians 1:22-25 weread: "For the Jewsre-
guireasign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jewsastumblingblock,
and unto the Greeksfoolishness; But unto them which
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God, and thewisdom of God. Because thefoolishnessof
God iswiser than men; and thewesaknessof Godisstron-
ger thanmen."

Is God really weak? He goes by titles such asAl-
mighty God, and one of Hisattributesis omnipotence,
which meanspossessing all power. Isaiah 40:28tdlIsus:
"Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the ev-
erlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the
earth, fainteth not, neither isweary?thereisno searching
of hisunderstanding.”

No, the Lord isnot weak. But, Hisways|ook weak
to unconverted people. L et usexamine someof theways
of theLord. Isaiah 55:8-9informsus:. "For my thoughts
arenot your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
saiththe LORD. For asthe heavensare higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughtsthan your thoughts.”

One of God'swaysthat |ooksreally foolish and weak
to an unconverted personisfoundin Luke 6:28-29: "But
| say unto you which hear, Loveyour enemies, do good
to them which hate you, Blessthem that curseyou, and
pray for them which despitefully useyou. And unto him
that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other;
and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to takethy
coat as0." The Scripturesnot only tell ustoloveour en-
emies, but weevenfindin Romans 12:20: "Thereforeif
thineenemy hunger, feed him; if hethirst, give himdrink:
for in so doing thou shalt heap coa s of fireon hishead.”

Incredible! Most peoplewant to defeat their enemies,
or at least be one-up on them. But God's children are
told to lovethem, and on certain occasionsto evenfeed
them and give them something to drink. Thiswill "heap
coalsof fire" ontheir heads. No one can stand coal s of
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fireupon thehead. Thiswill forcethe enemy to makea
decision, and sometimesthat decisonwill befor them not
to be our enemy anymore. God'swaystruly are higher
thanours.

Along these samelineswelearnin Matthew 5:38-42:
"Yehaveheardthat it hath been said, Aneyefor an eye,
and atooth for atooth: But | say untoyou, That yeresist
not evil: but whosoever shdl smitetheeonthy right cheek,
turnto himtheother dso. Andif any manwill suetheeat
thelaw, and take away thy coat, let him havethy cloak
also. And whosoever shall compel theetogoamile, go
with him twain. Giveto him that asketh thee, and from
him that would borrow of theeturn not thou away."

Tothe natural mind paying ten percent of your income
to God, especidly if you can barely pay your billsand put
food onthetable, isutter ridiculousness. But thepromise
of God inMdachi 3:10 morethan makesupfor aperson's
penury. Thisversereads. "Bring yedl thetithesinto the
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and
provemenow herewith, saiththe LORD of hosts; if | will
not open you thewindows of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not beroom enoughto receive
it." | personally am awitnessto thispromiseof theL ord.

Thesameistruefor keeping holy the seventh day of
theweek. Many peoplebelievethat they can't giveupa
day fromwork to rest upon. They believethey will lose
too much money. But, just aswith the paying of thetithe
mentioned above, if youwill keegp God'scommandments,
including resting upon the Sabbath day, you will beblessed
beyond measure.

Perhapsthe greatest weakness of God, to the natural
mind, isfoundin the passage of Scripturein Romans5:6-
8: "For when wewereyet without strength, in duetime
Christ died for theungodly. For scarcely for arighteous
manwill onedie: yet peradventurefor agood man some
would even dareto die. But God commendeth hislove
toward us, inthat, whilewewereyet sinners, Christ died
forus™”
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The Furtherance Of The Gospel

By David Del_ong

TheApostle Paul, inwriting to the Philippian Church,
wrote: "But | would ye should understand, brethren, that
thethingswhich happened unto me havefalen out rather
unto the furtherance of the gospel; So that my bondsin
Chrig aremanifestindl thepaace, andinal other places;
And many of the brethren in the L ord, waxing confident
by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word
without fear” (Philippians 1:12-14).

Paul could have bemoaned thefact that hewasapris-
oner, now, and didn't havefreereignto preach thegospel
wherever hewanted to. However, he understood that by
being aprisoner thegospd of the Lord wasactually being
furthered instead of being hindered. One of theresults of
hisbeing aprisoner wasthat many of hisbrethren were
emboldened to preach the gospel. Thiswould alow the
gospd to goto placesthat it might not havegonetoiif Paull
had not beenin bonds.

The sameistruefor us, aswell. Perhaps you have
becomewhesdl chair bound and fedl that the L ord cannot
useyou very effectively. However, thetestimony that you
give may beof greater encouragement to someoneelse
thanif youwerenot inthewheel chair. Thus, the gospel
message may befurthered by your testimony. You may
not feel that your singing voiceisupto par, soyoudon't
giveaspecial in church. But, many of the brethren are
thus robbed of a blessing because of this. | have been
blessed by average singing voices, at times, asmuch as
by the"beautiful" voices.

| have given sermonsbeforethat | thought were pretty
much a"flop". | thought to myself, Who was blessed by
that message? But, | have to remember that the Word
preached isinthe Lord's hands, not mine. He can bless
peoplewhen | cannot.

Paul needed to encourage Timothy intheministration
of thegospd . Wereadin| Timothy 4:12-16: "L et noman
despisethy youth; but bethou an example of the believ-
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ers, inword, inconversation, in charity, ingpirit, infaith, in
purity. Till I come, giveattendanceto reading, to exhorta:
tion, to doctrine. Neglect not thegift that isinthee, which
was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the
hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon thesethings; give
thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to
all.Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; con-
tinueinthem: for in doing thisthou shat both savethysdif,
andthemthat hear thee." Inasimilar vein, Paul encour-
aged Archippusinhisministry. "And say to Archippus,
Take heed to theministry which thou hast receivedinthe
Lord, that thou fulfil it."

We should also encourage othersto fulfill their minis-
triesthat the Lord has given them. We can encourage
brothersand sistersin the Church to give specials, we
can encourage our pastors by saying to them, That ser-
mon really blessed me! That way, the gospel message
can befurthered and strengthened.

We should also explorewaysthat we can further the
gospel by discovering talentsthat we have that wedidn't
necessarily know that we had. Perhapsyou can givea
Bible study to others. Thiswill take preparation on your
part to know the Church'sdoctrines. You could evengive
the study in your own home, inviting peoplefrom your
community to attend.

Therearemany waysthat we can further the gospel of
Chrigt. Let usfulfill our ministry that the Lord hasgivento
us, and al so encourage othersto fulfill their ministries, as
well.

The Farmer
By David Del_ong

A farmer wasusing hisscythe,
Hewaslittle, but alsowaslithe;
Hedidn't make much, from hisfarmwork and such,
But wasfaithful inpaying histithe.
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Myanmar

Greetings in Jesus' name. | hope that you are doing well and
protected by the loving Father God.

On 10th of January (on Sunday morning) a young boy of our
church members died and we had a quick funeral on the same
day. Due to the Virus restriction, we are urged to bury the
dead body very quickly and avoid people gathering. Our
church is very small, have nothing properties and we are in
great trouble in time of members death. But we thank God we
finished everything for the funeral and now church members
visited the bereaved family at night and have prayer and
encouragement from the word of God.

Please continue to pray for our safety and provision of our
church members. We have spent all the church money to help
food to the church members. We are worried if the lockdown
and restriction go for some more days and months.

Thanks for your love and prayer.
Kawl
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI
THE FURNISHINGSFORTHE TEMPLE

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles4:1-22.
GoldenText: 11 Chronicles4:19.

"And Solomon made all the vesselsthat werefor the
house of God, thegoldendtar dso, and thetableswhereon
the shewbread was set".

NOTE: Inour last lesson, welearned how thetemple
itself wasbuilt, and out of what kind of materiasit was
made. Now we shall seewhat furnishingswill beonthe
ingdeof thetemple.

1. Out of what material wasthedtar made?11 Chronicles
4:1.

2 Describethemolten seain Il Chronicles4:2-5.

3. For what purpose was the molten sea built? 1l
Chronicles4:6.

4. Whereweretheten candlesticksand ten tables placed?
I1 Chronicles4:7-8.

5. What did Huram makefor thetemple?11 Chronicles
4:11-16.

6. Did Solomon make all the vesselsfor the house of
God?Out of what materid did hemakethe candlesticks,
lampsandtongs?I1l Chronicles4:18-21.

7. What else was made of pure gold? Il Chronicles
4:22.

LESSON |
INDUCTION OF THEARK
INTOTHEORACLE

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles5:1-14.
Golden Text: 11 Chronicles5:4.

"And all the elders of Isragel came; and the Levites
took uptheark."
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NOTE: Wehave studied about the actua building of the
temple and about thefurnishingswhich areinside. The
cost of building thistempleisvarioudy estimated to equa
fromtwotofivebillionsof dollarsinour money. Thetemple
was built by 30,000 Jews and 153,600 Canaanites. It
took seven and one-haf yearsto buildit. Theark of God
isnow ready to beplacedinthetemple.

1. What did Solomon bringintothehouseof theLordin
[1 Chronicles5:1?

2. For what purpose did Solomon assemblethe elders of
Israel ?11 Chronicles5:2.

3. During what month wasthisassembly, and for what
purposedid they meet?1l Chronicles5:3-5.

4. What did King Solomon and the congregation of Is-
rael sacrificetothelLord? 1 Chronicles5:6.

5. The priests brought in the ark of the covenant, and
wherewasit placed inthe house? Il Chronicles5:7-9.

6. What wasintheark?Il Chronicles5:10.

7. How did the priestsand the people praise God in |
Chronicles5:11-13.

8. What filled thehouse of God at thistime? 11 Chronicles
5:14.

LESSON I11
GODAPPEARSTO SOLOMON

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles7:1-22.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles7:12.

"And the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and
said unto him, | have heard thy prayer, and have chosen
thisplaceto myself for an house of sacrifice.”

1. WhenKing Solomon's prayer wasfinished, what hap-

pened to the burnt offering, and what filled the house?I1
Chronicles7:1.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

2. Why could the priests not enter into the house of the
Lord?1l Chronicles7:2.

3. What did the children of I sragl dowhen they saw how
thefirecamedown?!l Chronicles7:3.

4. Didtheking and al the people offer sacrifices? What
did King Solomon offer for asacrifice?1l Chronicles7:4-
5.

5. What didtheLevitesdoin |l Chronicles7:67?

6. How many daysdid Solomonand all Israel keepthe
feadt, andwhat did they doontheeighth day?11 Chronicles
7:8-9.

7. What promisedid the Lord maketo Solomon and His
peopleif they would humblethemselvesand turn from
their wicked ways?11 Chronicles7:12-18.

8. If they turned away from God and forsook Hiscom-
mandments to worship other gods, what would be the
result?1l Chronicles7:19-22.

LESSON IV
THE GREATNESSOF SOLOMON

ScriptureReading: 11 Chronicles8:1-18.
GoldenText: Il Chronicles8:10.

"And thesewerethe chief of king Solomon'sofficers,
eventwo hundred andfifty, that bareruleover thepeople.”

NOTE: Inour last lesson, welearned how theglory of
God filled the temple and how the peopl e worshipped
and offered burnt offerings. The Lord promised many
blessingsto the peopleof Isradl if they would keep His
commandments. If they did not obey Him, Hesaid He
would cast the house which they had built out of Hissight.
Now we are going to study about how great Solomon
wasin hiskingdom.

1. Twenty years after Solomon built the house of the
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Lord, what happened?1| Chronicles8:1-2.

2. Name some of the placesthat Solomon built. What
did he makethe peoplewho wereleft of the Hittitesand
theAmoritesdo?1l Chronicles8:4-8.

3. Who were hismen of war? How many officersruled
over the people? 1l Chronicles8:9-10.

4. Who did Solomon bring up out of thecity of David?l|
Chronicles8:11.

5. Did Solomon still offer burnt offeringsunto the Lord?
[1 Chronicles8:12-13.

6. Whom did he appoint, and what weretheir duties?l|
Chronicles8:14-15.

7. Was the house of the Lord now perfected? Il
Chronicles8:16.

8. What did Huram send to Solomonin Il Chronicles
8:18?

King Solomon used God'sbhlessing
In amost unselfish way;
Hebuilt aholy temple
Whereall could wor ship and pray.
" Great isthy faithfulness!"
King Solomon prayed;
God kept Hispromise,
For Solomon obeyed.
" Great isthy faithfulness!"
| singtothelL ord:
For Heismy Shepherd,
And HekeepsHisWord.
What morecould | want
Than to serveHim each day;
For Heleads meto blessings
When | follow Hisway.
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Story

It'sspring! thought Shirley with delight asshelooked
out of thekitchenwindow. Sureenough, therewasavery
paesun shining, and shecould seesomelittlegreen shoots
along the side of the garage where the cold winds could
not reach them.

"Here are your boots and your knitted cap,” said
Mother bustlingintothekitchen. Shewascarrying Shirley's
heavy winter coat over her arm, and Shirley wassimply
furious.

"I do not haveto wear thosethings, today, especialy
not a hat and boots,"” she grumbled. "Everyoneelseis
wearing short socksand light jackets. | have seenthem.”

Mother shook her head as she held out the boots. "It
may seem like spring, dear, but anythingislikely to hap-
pen to the weather before you get homefor lunch. You
know youwill get an earacheand your coughwill start up
againif youget cold.”

Shirley flounced down onachair and jerked her boots
on. Then she put on her cap, and dragged on her coat.
Shewas so angry shedid not kiss M other good-bye as
sheusudly did beforeshewent to school . Shejust banged
thekitchen door and clattered down the cellar stairsto
the gate entrance. Therewasawooden shelf down there
that Dad used for old paint cans. Shirley had aninspira-
tion. Very quietly she pulled her boots off, then her cap,
and hid them behind the paint cans. Then, humming loudly,
shehurried out of the side door and headed for schoal.
Grown-ups are always trying to spoil your fun, she
thought asshejoined someof her friendsa so ontheroad.
They do not care how hot you get in winter coats, and
you can't runwhenyou areall bundled up. When | have
littleboysand girlsof my own, | will et themwear any-
thing they want!

At recess, Shirley played skipping with her best friends,
Annand Margie. Shefdt finewhen shewas skipping, but
whenitwasher turnto stand and turn therope, she started
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to shiver. Looking up, shesaw thesun had hiddenitsface
behind ablack cloud, and shefdt chilly little breezesbl ow-
ing around her feet and through her hair.

Back inschool Shirley kept glancing through thewin-
dow. The sky got darker and darker, and the windows
rattled asthewindtried to getin. Now it did not look like
aspring day. It looked like the middle of winter. Great
splashesof rain pelted down, and then they turned to snow.
Big, white, dancing flakes. Shirley thought about thelong
walk home. She had no boots and no hat, and she re-
membered how much her earshurt thelast time she got
cold. She wished with all her heart she had heeded
Mother'sadvice.

Just beforeit wastimeto leavefor lunch, one of the
older girlscameinto the classroom and spoketo Miss
Wills, theteacher.

After shehad gone, MissWillssaid, "l would liketo
speak to you for aminute, Shirley." Asshewaked up to
the desk, Shirley wondered what she had donewrong,
even though MissWillsdid not look cross.

"I have just had word from the principal's office,
Shirley, that your Mother brought your hat and bootsfor
you. Besureto pick them up at the office.”

Asshethanked MissWills, Shirley felt her cheeksburn-
ing. Mother must have discovered the bootsand hat she
had hidden and walked all that way up to school with
them.

Tapping on the principal’sdoor, sheremembered what
she had been thinking on the way to school. She had
thought grown-upsliketo spoil everyone'sfun, but now
sheknew thiswas not so. All M other wanted to do was
to besureshe stayed healthy, theway God meant dl little
girlsto be. Shewas sorry she had forgottento follow the
verseshelearnedin Sabbath Schoal. " Children, obey your
parentsindl things: for thisiswell pleasnguntotheLord"
(Colossians 3:20).

Shirley put on her woolen cap very carefully, making
surethe earswere covered. Then she sat down and gen-
tly pulled on her boots. Therewererulesfor health just
the same as there were for askipping game, and from
now on, shewould be sureto keep them. But even more
important shewould remember thewordsshelearnedin
Sabbath School, and she would do her best to follow
them.
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MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

People of the Bible liked music. They had many different musical instruments.
Fill in the blanks with thirteen musical instruments mentioned in the Bible.
Thereisonly one way in which they will fit correctly, and each word is used only once.

HARP PIPE VIOLIN FLUTE ORGAN
CORNET TABRET CYMBALS PSALTERY TRUMPET
SACKBUT DULCIMER TIMBRELS
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GOD'S FOREST

By DelwinDel.ong

A twig went CRACK beneath my weight,
As through the woods | strode;
My every glance told of no hate,
Each step in God's abode.

An evergreen, a mighty oak, a small and tender fern, o
A blade of grass, atiny flower -
Here was a place that man could learn
To live in peace and not by power.

A breeze now bent that mighty oak,
It whistled through the fern;
The chill was felt, | pulled my cloak
Around my neck in turn.

A ray of sun streaked through some |eaves,
And danced upon the ground;
A gust of wind tore at my sleeves,
But never made a sound.

God's presence there, | now could feel,
In sun, in wind, in tree;
A lesson here He did reveal:







